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EDITOR’S LETTER 


thlon Sports is embarking on its 42nd year of making college foot- 

ball predictions. I will admit that during most of my 20 years with 

Athlon I haven't spent too much time analyzing our past predic- 

tions. We've often kept our eyes on the tasks ahead of us rather 
than focus on our past. 

But for those who enjoy analyzing publications (and websites) like Athlon 
who make it their business to prognosticate, it seems we hold up pretty well 
with our predictions in recent years. Last year, according to the website 
stassen.com, Athlon was judged to be the most accurate forecaster of the 
Football Bow! Subdivision (Division I-A) conferences. In fact, over the last 
three years, Athlon ranks number one in accuracy. Do all of our predictions 
come true? Obviously not, but our editors have done pretty well over the 
years. 

If you believe Athlon to be on a hot streak, then you might want to pay 
attention to the Florida Gators. As you can see on page 40, Tim Tebow’s 
team is our projected national champion. During my tenure here, I can never 
remember as much debate over our No. 1 team. Last year, we debated into 
the following day over No. 2, but a consensus for No. 1 has typically come 
fairly quickly. This year, there were powerful arguments for Ohio State, USC 
and Oklahoma. But in the end, it was the Gators getting the lion’s share of 
the support. 

If the Gators make it three national titles in a row for the SEC, fans in the 
South can crow loud and long as their conference reigns supreme. But which 
conference is the best? It depends on who you ask, as we found in our Con- 
ference Supremacy feature on page 34. Most opinions sway toward the SEC. 
At least for now. 

If teams are to overtake Florida for the national title, chances are they will 
employ a defensive coordinator who can defend the spread offense. The 
spread, invented by current Michigan coach Rich Rodriguez, is quickly be- 
coming the offense of choice for national powers. On page 22, you can read 
about how defensive minds across the country are defending this new-fan- 
gled attack. 

Another phenomenon catching steam is college football fantasy. Im- 
mensely popular with the NFL, the fantasy concept works just as well with 
college players. If you're ready to dive into the college game, turn to the back 
of the magazine and you'll find our rankings to help you draft your team. 
Take note of teams with potent spread offenses. Central Michigan comes to 
mind. 

I hope you enjoy all the aspects of our College Football magazines this 
summer, and I hope you'll turn to athlonsports.com this fall to follow your 
favorite teams. We'll preview every game and break down every weekend, 
even while Saturday's games are still going on. 

We'd love to know what's on your mind. Email us at editor@athlon- 
sports.com. 


Enjoy the Season! 


ald Malle 


Charlie Miller, Editorial Director 


Athlon Qin 


STAFF 


AMERICA'S PREMIER SPORTS ANNUALS 


Editorial 
Editorial Director Charlie Miller 
Senior Editor Robert T. Doster Ill 
Senior Editor Mitchell Light 
Editor Jake Veyhl 
Editor Nathan Rush 
Fantasy Football Editors Dan Grogan, Kelly Grogan 
Photo Editor Tim Clark 
Assistant Photo Editor Danny Murphy 
Assistant Editors Kevin Daniels, Brian Hampton 


Editorial Assistants 


Martin Brady, Bobby Bryan, 
Alex Ingle, Steven Lassan 
Jonathan Mohan, Henry Nichols, 
Gary Peck, Drew Smith, 

Patrick Snow, William Williams 


Production & Design 


Production Manager 
Senior Production Designer 


Mark Malone 
Matthew Taliaferro 


National Advertising Sales 


Corporate Office 

President, National Sales 
V.P/Director of Sales, South Central 
Golf Category Manager 

Direct Response 

Senior Events Marketing Manager 
Events Marketing Manager 
National Sales Assistant 


(615) 327-0747 
Scott Garrett 
Bill Gaglione 
Bill Settle 
Richard Beck 
Emma May 
Shawna Jones 
Kelly Urbanek 


Northeast Region 


VP. of Sales, Northeast Region 


Anthony R. Hagelgans (615) 327-0747 


Director of Sales Stephen Goode (615) 327-0747 
National Account Director John Ferraro (914) 277-6092 
National Account Manager Chris Gardner (615) 327-0747 

Southeast Region 
VP. of Sales, Southeast Region Tom Burr (615) 327-0747 
Director of Sales Eddie Gonzales (770) 578-5129 
SalesManager Wesley Greer (770) 578-5129 

Midwest Region 
VP. of Sales, Indiana = Mark Miles (765) 483-1526 
National Account Director Tony Kountz (513) 233-0202 
National Account Director Chris McNally (773) 988-4983 

Southwest Region 
National Account Director Allen Hankins (513) 504-7123 

Western Region 
Regional Manager Ken Burns (310) 897-1506 
Media & Promotions 7 
Account Service Director Kimberly Wilson 
Account Coordinators Jessica Anderson, Courtney Corlew, 
Kristy Eckel, Winter Liscano 
Account Services Administrator Susan Ciifft Malone 
Business Services Director Barbara Ladd 
Production Designer —_ da Crosslin 
Athlon Fulfillment 
(615) 242-7986 Michelle Conrad, Joe Cruz, 
Ken McWhorter 
Circulation 
President, Circulation Division — Troy Childers 
VP, Athlon Retail Marketing Services Joe Luca 
VP, Athlon Retail Marketing Services Joe Berger 


Circulation Accounting 
and Administration Manager 


Christina Collins 


Co 

CEO 

CFO 

Director, Marketing Development 
Executive Assistant 

Senior Financial Analyst 
Controller 

A/R Manager 

AP & Payroll Manager 
Receptionists 


rporate 
Charles W. Allen 


Mary Lee Dunn 

Gail Kenney 

Doris Kyle 

Gregg Troxel 

Donna Hathcock 

Lu Ann Williams 

Monica Petty 

Susie Loftis, Peggy Milligan 


Athlon Sports Collectibles 


Division President 

Manager, Internet/Mail Order 
Charity Auctions, Wholesale 
Retail Manager 


Richard Beck 
Jeff Duello 
Andrew Cornett 
Brian Tharp 


Athlon Sports Interactive 


Director 

Director of Product Development 
Internet Brand Manager 

Web Developers 


Multimedia Developer 
Associate Web Producer 
New Media Producer 


Bryce Wells 

Brian Hochman 

Brett Marlin 

Michael Bagnall, Michael McCracken 
Daniel Swinney 

Corey Snyder 

Doug Word 

Braden Gall 


220 25TH AVENUE NORTH, SUITE 200, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37203, 


(615) 327-0747 


FAX (615) 327-1149 


©2008 ATHLON SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 


Publisher not responsible for unsolicited art, photos or manuscripts. This publication of sports journalism 
is not sponsored or authorized by any athletic conforence or any holder of any trademark or service mark, 


Audit Bureau 
of Circulations 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


pe s 


SORBENT ANTI-PERSPIRANT BY ADIDAS 


a Protects agains’ . . m \ 
Protects against ot : se : 

See RES adidas 
Its unique Active Absorbe Ua 


ACTIVE ABSORBENT, : Se Age Intensive 


ACTION 3, THE AGAINST SWEAT. 


developed 
with athletes 


VVhnere you live, the teams you call ‘we’ and ‘us 
the sportswear that says itall... 


ik priser 


AWNaAIilabIe at 


KOHES 


Athlon Siig] FOOTBALL 


2008 REGIONAL EDITION 


12 EXTRA POINTS 


Heisman contenders, teams on the rise, ranking the confer- 
ences, QB battles and much, much more. 


22 STOPPING THE SPREAD 


College football’s offense du jour isn’t the unstoppable force 
that it might appear to be. But you have to have a plan. 


28 TOP 40 RECRUITS OF 2003 


Reggie Bush and JaMarcus Russell certainly panned out, but 
the recruiting class of ’03 had its share of misses, too. 


CONFERENCE SUPREMACY 


Aside from the issue of a playoff, no subject stimulates as 
much debate as this simple question: Which conference is 
truly the best? 
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An SEC heavyweight tops this year’s rankings, but from there, things are as 
wide-open as ever. Find out who’s in the hunt to join the Gators in Miami for 
the BCS Championship game. 
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When even the reigning Heisman winner has competition at his position, you 
know it’s a great year for talent. We present the best of the best. 
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Who’s got the best line in the SEC? The best backs in the Big Ten? Glad you asked. 
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True spirit isn’t confined to the field of play. Much of what makes college foot- 
ball special can be found on the sidelines. For evidence, just look to your left. 


Cover Photographers: Brandon Gibson by AP Wide World; Chase Daniel by Peter Aiken/Getty Images; Zac Follett and Cody Hawkins by John Betancourt; Rick Neuheisel, Pete Carroll, Willie Tuitama and Max 
Hall by Peter Brouillet; Joe Ganz, Marlon Lucky and Zack Potter by Scott Bruhn; Mike Mickens by Cincinnati SID; Anthony Dixon, Knowshon Moreno, Matthew Stafford, Ben Tate, Bobby Petrino, Adrian Davis, 
Jonathan Luigs and Cullen Harper by Tim Clark/Athlon Sports; Colt McCoy and Todd Reesing by Chris Covatta; Tim Tebow by Tom DiPace; Travis Beckum and C.J. Bacher by Brian Ebner; Eric Berry, Jasper 
Brinkley, Emanuel Cook, Jeremy Jarmon, Dicky Lyons Jr, Derrick Locke, Javon Ringer, Adam Weber, Greg Middleton, Tyler Lorenzen, Hunter Cantwell and Graig Cooper by Ric Fogel; Tyson Jackson by Steve 
Franz; Paul Johnson by Georgia Tech SID; Chris Wells and Greg Matthews by John Grieshop; Jaison Williams by Rob Holt/Icon SMI; lan Johnson by Paul Jasienski; D.J. Moore by Sam Jordan; Greg Hardy 
and John Parker Wilson by Al Kooistra; Sammy Stroughter by Greg LeBoeuf; Rich Rodriguez by Daryl Marshke/Wolverine Photo; Stephen McGee and Sam Bradford by Layne Murdoch; Tiquan Underwood 
by Jim O'Connor/US Presswire; Tyrod Taylor, Jamelle Eugene, Antoine Smith, and Rich Gunnell by Courtland Richards; Juice Williams and Andrew Robinson by Joe Robbins; Jake Locker by Brad Schloss; 
Derrick Williams, Pat White, LeSean McCoy, Riley Skinner, Cedric Peerman, Mario Austin and Darrius Heyward-Bey by Bruce Schwartzman; Jason Phillips by James Smith/lcon SMI; Tom Brandstater, Gra- 
ham Harrell, Zac Robinson and Josh Freeman by Larry Smith; Pat Maynor and Rudy Carpenter by Kevin Terrell/Getty Images; Curtis Painter by Steve Woltmann; Jake Christensen by Bill Wood 


Contributing Writers: Parrish Alford, Mark Anderson, Greg Archuleta, Mike Ashley, Bob Asmussen, Mike Babcock, Rus Baer, Mike Baldwin, Chuck Banning, Mike Barber, Joe Bendel, Steve Bisheff, Bret 
Bloomquist, Scott Bordow, M.K. Bower, Rick Bozich, Michael Bradley, Chip Brown, Rusty Burson, Stacy Clardie, Jim Comparoni, Josh Cooper, Chadd Cripe, Kevin Daniels, Brett Dawson, Brian Dohn, Pat 
Dooley, Gregg Ellis, Braden Gall, Nick Gerogosian, Joe Giglio, Charles Goldberg, Mike Griffith, Steve Guiremand, Craig Haley, Zach Hall, Greg Hansen, Shawn Harrison, Pat Harty, Brooks Hatch, Nolan Hayes, 
John Helsley, Matt Herb, Kyle Hightower, Jerry Hill, John Hoover, Terry Hutchens, Steve Irvine, Nick Jezierney, Joey Johnston, Josh Kendall, Mike Kern, Bill Koch, Kurt Kragthorpe, Tony Lane, Tom Lay- 
berger, Ferd Lewis, Tom Luicci, Matt Markey, Dan McDonald, Rodney Mckissick, Jorge Milian, Ed Miller, Jim Moore, Rob Moseley, Brian Murphy, Michael Murphy, Tom Murphy, Bobby Narang, Jonathan 
Okanes, Joe Person, Eric Peterson, Tony Phifer, Jeff Potrykus, Eric Prisbell, Tim Prister, Dan Raley, Jeff Rapp, Howard Richman, Patrick Ridgell, Randy Rosetta, Mark Schmetzer, Eric Schmoldt, Chip Scog- 
gins, Darryl Slater, Adam Sparks, Phil Stukenborg, Mike Sullivan, Bob Thomas, Michael Vega, Mitch Vingle, Marek Warszawski, Jimmy Watson, Donnie Webb, Larry Williams, Jeff Wilson, Matt Winkeljohn 


ORDER ALL REGIONAL COLLEGE MAGAZINES AT WWW.ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


£ 
WESTERN 


BIG 12 


Ly 2 


EASTERN 


The Bernie a} ets ated 


ALTOIDS 


"“CURIOUSE¥'STRONG MINTS 


ay SAY 9? 


A SLAP te the CEREBELLUM 


Gaz Since 1780 “SS 


—eoewe 


Altoids is 4 regis tered trademark of Gaillard & Bowser. ©2008 Callard & Bowser. 
Lo 4 
+ 
" 


aA, ae 


Vy =) A SPORTS 


g MOBILE 


PRESEASON, IN SEASON, ALL SEASON 


www.athlonsports.com 
for a different point, click and view of sports 


What To Look For This Summer 
WEB VIDEO: CONFERENCE PREVIEW SHOWS 


The second season of Athlon’s web video preview shows begins this 
summer. Join Senior Editor Mitchell Light as he provides highlights, 
analysis and predictions for the upcoming season. 


LIVE CHAT THURSDAYS 

Athlon Sports editors will talk College Football and Recruiting 
throughout the summer every Thursday afternoon. Head over to 
AthlonSports.com for a complete schedule. 


HEISMAN HOPEFULS 
Athlon’s Heisman Watch features the top 25 candidates to hoist the 
Heisman Trophy. 


COLLEGE FANTASY FOOTBALL DRAFT KIT 

Let Athlon’s panel of experts prepare you for your college fantasy 
football draft with the brand new College Fantasy Football Draft Kit. 
New to College Fantasy? Learn strategies and how to play at 
AthlonSports.com this summer. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


What To Look For This Fall 
GAME PREVIEWS FOR EVERY TEAM 


Every team. Every game. Every Thursday. Make AthlonSports.com 
your source for weekly game previews from team No. 1 to 119. 


CONFERENCE NOTEBOOKS 
Get BCS conference writeups every Monday chronicling the 
weekend’s action. 


UPDATED ATHLON 119 
Weekly ranking updates of all 119 Football Bow! Subdivision teams. 
See who rises and who falls every Monday afternoon. 


Fan Games 


Y COLLEGE + 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PICK'EM root HeicEM 
Visit AthlonSports.com for your chance 
to compete in a pick’em game against TRACE ADKINS 
country music star Trace Adkins! 


BEAT THE EDITORS, WIN $25,000 

You’ve seen our picks, now it’s your turn. Sign up online and select the 11 
conference champions and the eventual national champion. Beat the edi- 
tors and you could win free Athlon magazines, the Ultimate Fan’s Tailgate 
package or other cool prizes. Correctly predict all 12 winners and you 
could win $25,000! Visit AthlonSports.com for more details. 
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Athlon Sports’ exclusive college football photography i is showcased 
every Monday in Scenes from Saturday presented by JVC. Soak up 
the atmosphere surrounding two of the biggest games each week 
only on AthlonSports.com. 
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For 42 years Athlon Sports has been a leader in preseason coverage of college football. Now 
you can enjoy the same passion and insight on the web before, during and after the season. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


One of the most popular features on AthlonSports.com during the foot- 
ball season. More that 3 million ballots were cast in last year’s contest. 
Let your voice be heard again in the 2008 Sideline Spirit Contest. 


Get al your racriting rankings in in one sie pines with the Athlon Consensus 
100. The 2009 AC100 database launches this summer. 


(Ueonnette HS) 
ar finally chose Ohio State over PSU and Mich. 


. (St. Bonaventure HS) 
3) Scott could start immediately in Boulder, CO 


tim Tebow, QB, Florida 

Winning a second consecutive 
Weisman Trophy is improbable 
ut not impossible because 
lorida’s offense will thrive. 


Because of the presence of 
inning backs Chris Rainey 
and Emmanuel Moody. 
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HEISMAN FAVORITES 


Chase Daniel, QB, Missouri Missouri needs to beat Illinois in the season- 
opener to amplify the buzz around Daniel. But the Tigers will score enough points 
for Daniel to be among the favorites for the second consecutive year. 


Pat White, QB, West Virginia Don’t underestimate White’s value. He 

went down with injuries in the two games West Virginia lost last season. White 
wont get overshadowed by Steve Slaton, but will Noel Devine steal some of the 

limelight? 

Knowshon Moreno, RB, Georgia Special K was the best fresh- 
man running back in Athens since Herschel Walker more than a quarter- 
century ago. The Bulldogs will be in the spotlight all season, and so will 
Moreno. 


Sam Bradford, QB, Oklahoma The Sooners are loaded offen- 
sively, which should help Bradford build on i > set a fresh- 
man record with 36 touchdown passes. The play of Oklahoma's second 
will help determine whether the Sooners are in national title contention, but 
Bradford’s numbers should be there. 


Chris Wells, RB, Ohio State After amassing more than 1,600 rushing 
yards, Beanie Wells should be a dominant back behind a strong offensive line. 
S an do something they have failed 


4 


Colt McCoy, QB, Texas McCoy’s 51 touchdown passes over two seasons are 
7 plays of 30 


the most in consecutive years in Texas history. He has also produced 3 
yards or more and will need to have a hand in several more big plays to emerge as 
a Heisman favorite. 

Graham Harrell, QB, Texas Tech Unlike some previous Red Raider signal- 
callers, Harrell is not a system quarterback. He led the nation in total offense and 
threw for more than 400 yards in all but wvo games. 

Michael Crabtree, WR, Texas Tech After setting NCAA freshman records for 
receptions (134), receiving yards (1,962) and touchdowns (22), Crabtree will go 
for an encore with Harrell back under center. 

Cullen Harper, QB, Clemson Harper set the bar high by throwing a school- 
record 27 TD passes in 2007. But will his offensive line protect him? 


Armanti Edwards, QB, Appalachian State All Edwards does is win national 
championships. Does he have a realistic chance at the Heisman? Not really. But 
we'll know more when the Mountaineers leave LSU’s Death Valley on Aug. 30. 

Jeremy Maclin, WR, Missouri Maclin collected 2,7 
fifth-most ever by a Division I-A player. He should hes eyen better this season. 


76 all-purpose yards, the 


Joe McKnight, RB, USC The former hyped recruit hopes to build on his Rose 
Bowl performance, when he amassed 125 rushing yards and 45 receiving yards. 
Juice Williams, QB, Illinois Williams ranked 12th in the Big Ten in total of- 
fense. He's ready to take the next step in his progression as a quarterback. 

Percy Harvin, WR/RB, Florida Harvin ran for 764 yards and six touchdowns 
last season and caught 59 passes for 858 yards and four scores. 

Todd Boeckman, QB, Ohio State A third consecutive berth in the national 


title game could propel Boeckman into the conversation. 


Jake Locker, QB, Washington The West Coast’s Tim Tebow? He finished fifth 


in the Pac-10 in rushing with 82.2 yards per game. 


Matthew Stafford, QB, Georgia Fundamentals were the emphasis all spring. 
If Stafford takes the next step in his evolution, he could be in the discussion. 
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hea SF 
NOTRE DAME No one is waking, up national title 
echoes, but the Fighting Irish can’t go anywhere but up, right? 
lling duties and 

. - . . kT bf , . 
hired well-regarded defensive mind Jon Tenuta from Georgia 
lhat’s a start. 


Coach Charlie Weis handed over his pl 


Tech, 


\] a. y 
i] ¥ a 
UCLA Rick Neuheisel brings his “passion bucket” to Los An- 
geles. Offensive coordinator Norm Chow and defensive coordi- 


nator DeWayne Walker are in place to make the Bruins a 
perennial contender in the Pac-10, sooner rather than later. 


TEXAS TECH Put the nation’s best wide receiver on the 
field with the nation’s passing leader and an experienced offen- 
sive line and then sit back and count the points. Coach Mike 
Leach must be salivating. 


PITTSBURGH After managing to contain West Virginia's 
vaunted offense last year, the Panthers bring back the majority 

of their defense. Former SMU coach Phil Bennett, who thrived 
under Bill Snyder almost a decade ago, is now the defensive co- 
ordinator. And don’t forget: Tailback LeSean McCoy should be 


even better this season. 


NORTH CAROLINA Butch Davis and his staff could re- 
alize the fruits of their outstanding 2007 recruiting haul this 

fall. Virginia Tech looks to be the class of the ACC Coastal, but 
don't be surprised if the Heels edge out Miami for second place. 
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KENTUCKY The Wildcats were bound to take a step backward 
after losing quarterback Andre’ Woodson. But the losses of receivers 
Keenan Burton and Steve Johnson, tight end Jacob ‘Tamme and versa- 
tile tailback Rafael Little are also tough to overcome. 


ARKANSAS Bobby Petrino arrived, but Darren McFadden and 
Felix Jones departed, making it difficult for the Razorbacks to dupli- 
cate their success. Quarterback Ryan Mallett will look good in an 
Arkansas uniform — in 2009. 


BOSTON COLLEGE In the spirit of a former Boston Celtics 
coach, Matt Ryan is not walking through that door. Chris Crane, who 
has started one game over the last three seasons, will try to fill Ryan's 
shoes. 


LOUISVILLE The Cardinals went from a national title contender 
to a middling team because of one of the nation’s worst defenses. 
Coach Steve Kragthorpe overhauled the defensive staff, but results 
need to follow. 


-- 


HAWAII Dont expect many bleary- eyed fans to stay/upsfor 
those middle-of-the-night Hawai games this.scason. Ml thavis 
missing is coach June Jones,qui arterback Gole Brennati ahd re 
Geivers Davone Bess, Jason Rivers aid: Ryan Grite-Mullens 
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Favorite: Florida 

Anyone who followed the week-to-week results in the SEC last season knows that the conference is al- 
most too strong for its own good. There are no easy games, particularly on the road. Losing one game ~~ __ 
in conference play is akin to going undefeated in other conferences. The SEC may have had the best two"™ 
teams in the nation last season — Georgia and LSU — and the league may have four top-10 teams this 


season. Bobby Petrino’s return to college football won't make the conference any easier. 


BIG 12 2) 

Favorite: Oklahoma 

No conference has a comparable collection of starting quarterbacks. At least four — Oklahoma's Sam 
Bradford, Texas's Colt McCoy, Missouri’s Chase Daniel and Texas Tech's Graham Harrell — should gar- 
ner some Heisman attention this fall. And that’s not even mentioning All-America receivers Michael 
Crabtree at Texas Tech and Jeremy Maclin at Missouri. Expectations are particularly high at Texas Tech. 
Oklahoma should play with a chip on its shoulder following a second straight Fiesta Bowl loss. Com- 
ing off a resurgent season, Kansas faces a significantly tougher schedule. 
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* Aj Favorite: Ohio State 
_— : The Buckeyes are the class of the conference and have a reasonable path to a third straight berth in the 
|] national championship game. The return of running back PJ. Hill makes Wisconsin the strongest chal- 
; lenger for the Buckeyes. The loss of linebacker Sean Lee, who tore knee ligaments in the spring, will sig- 
ge nificantly hurt Penn State’s hopes of contending. The biggest question is how quickly Michigan players 


will grasp Rich Rodriguez's up-tempo offense. Quarterbacks Curtis Painter and Juice Williams return to 
Purdue and Illinois, respectively, but both teams lost notable Blgymakers. 
PacelO ol + a ’ 
Favorite? USC ’ : ve — 
CLA received the biggest offseg boost by hiring coach Rick: Neuheisel and offensive coordinator 
Los Angeles remains the conference’s'ifiost serious national title 
dofrunning backs but must get consistent production out of quarter- t 

ez, Dennis Erickson’s Arizona*State team will vi hewoniference crown, but the Sun _—— 

3 schedule than they did last season. Arizona coach Mike i and Washington's 


am is by oth enter the pone: under scrutiny. 
2. Me io __ Bi ~ oe —_ 
Se ead 


CC team ee Psion fe mal ap e, but will the Tigers let their fans down 
again? Tommy Bowden’ team is usual Hes orest nh loss or two. Virginia Tech has issues at 
issed in the tas in, The Hokies also have a quar- 


terback controversy on their hands; Will it be Sean Glennod er. ‘Ta’ lor? Res rhbtiow 
# Florida State, North Carolina and Miami could all challenge for. ‘eloge tit sess but there oe 
od a , a a oe i : i 5 Seay . 
HIG t Gi . fig ‘if : ats 
, Favorite: West Virginia , 


ito be little separation among those schools. 
ie Florida] as oy moved into the top tier of the Big East and should provide the Sega? 
f “a | to W ja, which returns quarterback Pat White and a formidable offensive line. Rutgers ” Bont, 
uart Vi: Teel back, but running back Ray Rice is gone. Louisville's downtrodden defense — wt: 
“¢ b atm prove oe e coordinator Ron English. The wild card is a Pittsburgh team that re- 
= ery oti aig defen ee , star tailback LeSean McCoy. 


East 


it ty &y 


‘ Se) 


v7) 


Mountain West o 


Favorite: BYU 

BYU is the trendy pick to crash the BCS party. The 
Cougars should have no trouble scoring points with quar- 
terback Max Hall and running back Harvey Unga in the 
backfield. But they will have trouble emerging from the 
MWC schedule unscathed because of Utah, which was one 
of the nation’s hottest teams at the end of last season. Quar- 
terback Brian Johnson will lead the Utes against BYU at 
home on Noy. 22, in a game that could have BCS implica- 
tions. 


Conference USA GB 


Favorite: Tulsa 

Tulsa lost quarterback Paul Smith but returns many of the 
playmakers on an offense that finished first nationally in 
total offense. It is imperative that the Golden Hurricane 
improve a defense that ranked 108th in yards allowed. UCE 
lost Kevin Smith, the nation’s rushing leader, but returns 
nine starters on defense. It will take time, but SMU is at 
least headed in the right direction with June Jones on the 
sideline. 


MAC oO 


Favorite: Central Michigan 

MAC teams earned key victories over BCS teams last sea- 
son and will be in position to make an even bigger splash 
this fall because the league should be stronger. Central 
Michigan quarterback Dan LeFevour, the 2007 MAC 
Player of the Year, and Ball State quarterback Nate Davis are 
i orth watching. 


Favorite: Fresno State 
“The ee the WAC is that there is a considerable 


ier. Fresno State and Boise State are 


will rake a step back from the nation 


the conference, eit! 


Sun Belt | 


Favorite: Florida 
Florida Atlantic haS nine starters se, i. 
quarterback Rusty Smith. The Owls rl ed 16th aie 


vin Passing last season and should feature an exciting aerial 


ich beat Oklahoma State last season, 
be stro g, britithe Trojans will play Florida At- 
acon, Fla. 5 ro 


IA aR a 


both national y relevant, but it remains to be seen whether — 
-anyone else in the league can emerge: asac er. Hawaii 
er losing its! 


coach, quarterback and best receivers. The Warriors’ per- 
formance in the ah Bowl did not help the reputation of — 


TOP FIRST-YEAR ASSISTANTS 

Norm Chow, offensive coordinator, UCLA It may take a few years 
for the effects of Chow’s arrival to show, but he should immediately pay 
dividends for senior quarterback Ben Olson, who will ascend to the top 
spot on the depth chart due to Patrick Cowan's injury. 


Jon Tenuta, assistant head coach/defense, Notre Dame Notre 
Dame's defense has been in need ofa makeover, and there aren't too many 
assistants better equipped to provide one than Tenuta. Corwin Brown re- 
mains defensive coordinator, but the aggressive, blitzing mindset Tenuta 
had at Georgia Tech will only help. 


Ron English, defensive coordinator, Louisville Syracuse scored 38 
points (though one TD was on special teams) against the Cardinals, and 
South Florida racked up 55 points. English should instill more tough- 
ness in a unit that ranked 115th nationally in pass efficiency defense. 


Will Muschamp, defensive coordinator, Texas ‘Texas’ pass defense 
ranked 109th in the country. Muschamp led Auburn's pass defense to a 
No. 6 ranking in the country. That's what's called a good fit. 


Dan McCarney, defensive line coach, Florida McCarney is a vet- 
eran coach who turned around lowa State's program and last season was 
an assistant at emerging South Florida. He has a passionate personality 
and demands accountability from his players. 


Tony Franklin, offensive coordinator, Auburn Can a smash-mouth 
defense co-exist with a no-huddle spread attack? We'll find out this fall 
at Auburn. 


TOP NON-BCS TEAMS 


1. BYU The Cougars are everyone's favorite non-BCS team this fall. 
They have the nation’s longest win streak (10) and eight starters back on 
offense. The Cougars have won 11 games each of the past two seasons. 


2. Fresno State Quarterback Tom Brandstater gives the Bulldogs 
a chance to thrive offensively. But is the schedule too tough? Road games 
against Rutgers, Boise State and UCLA, not to mention a home date with 
Wisconsin, are all difficult. 


3. Utah The Utes have some holes to fill defensively, but they have 
quarterback Brian Johnson back on a team that won eight of its last nine 
games. They also play BYU at home. 


TOP IMPACT FRESHMEN 


1. Julio Jones, WR, Alabama 

Alabama has much of its offense back but needs receivers. Enter Jones, 
the nation’s top-rated receiver. This is what is called addressing a need. Are 
the expectations too high? 


2. Da’Quan Bowers, DE, Clemson 

A physical specimen, Bowers will play early and often for the Tigers. 
Coach Tommy Bowden loves his balance, acceleration and, of course, his 
size. 
3. Darrell Scott, RB, Colorado 

Dan Hawkins signed the best running back in the country. Scott 
spurned Texas because he was reportedly uncomfortable with the change 
of running backs coaches in Austin. 
4. Patrick Johnson, CB, LSU 

A physical and athletic corner, Johnson should see significant playing 
time this season for the defending national champs. Johnson is related to 
Washington Redskins receiver Santana Moss. 
5. Blair Walsh, K, Georgia 

Is he the one missing piece in a Georgia national title run? Perhaps. The 
Bulldogs will need a strong kicker to navigate what promises to be an ar- 
duous schedule. 
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TOP QUARTERBACK BATTLES 


CALIFORNIA No quarterback competition may last longer than the 


one coach Jeff Tedford holds in August. Nate Longshore (above, left) could 


not finish spring practice because he pulled a pectoral muscle. The last 
memory Cal fans have of Kevin Riley was of him rallying the Bears from a 
21-point deficit in the Armed Forces Bowl. The battle is on in Berkeley. 


MICHIGAN Lloyd Carr retired, Chad Henne departed, Rich Rodriguez ar- 
rived and Ryan Mallett transferred. That left Rodriguez with — well, let’s just say 
he doesn’t have Pat White to run his spread offense in his first season in Ann 
Arbor. He spent the spring deciding between Steven Threet, a Georgia Tech 
transfer, and Nick Sheridan, who came to Michigan as a walk-on. 


MIAMI Coach Randy Shannon still has 29 practices before he has to pick a start- 
ing quarterback. Robert Marve, Jacory Harris and Cannon Smith are all still in con- 
tention. None has taken a college snap. But after Kyle Wright and Kirby Freeman 
combined to throw 20 interceptions last season, any selection could be an upgrade. 


LSU With the troubled Ryan Perrilloux out of the picture, either Jarrett Lee or 
Andrew Hatch (a former Harvard Crimson) will take over the controls for the de- 
fending national champs. Hatch threw two passes last year; Lee, a redshirt fresh- 
man, has yet to play a down at LSU. 


USC Pete Carroll took some drama out of this competition by naming Mark 
Sanchez the starter over Mitch Mustain, a transfer from Arkansas. If Sanchez engi- 
neers an early-season victory over Ohio State, he quickly becomes a Heisman con- 
tender. If not, Mustain will be ready to come out of the bullpen. 


VIRGINIA TECH The Sean Glennon-Tyrod Taylor rotation worked well 
enough late last year, but Frank Beamer and his staff would like to settle on a full- 
time signal-caller. Taylor is the fan favorite, but the coaches trust the steady Glen- 
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To celebrate, we’re giving away $1,000 a week for 50 weeks! 


Play every week through December 27, 2008. 


SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: Tobacco 
Smoke Increases The Risk Of Lung Cancer 


And Heart Disease, Even In Nonsmokers. 


RANKING THE NEW COACHES OF 2007 


We’ve ranked the job performance of each of the 24 first-year head coaches from 2007, from best to worst. 


1. TROY CALHOUN, AIR FORCE 

Before: 4-8 (3-5) After: 9-4 (6-2) 

The Air Force grad and former Houston Texans offensive coordinator 
guided the Falcons to their best conference record since 1998, when 
they went 7-1 while still in the WAC. 


2. DENNIS ERICKSON, ARIZONA STATE 
Before: 7-6 (4-5) After: 10-3 (7-2) 


10 wins were the most at the school since 1996. 


3. BRIAN KELLY, CINCINNAT! 
Before: 8-5 (4-3) After: 10-3 (4-3) 

The Big East record was the same as in 2006, but Kelly put the 
Bearcats on the map last season with nationally televised wins over 
Oregon State, Rutgers and South Florida. 


4, JEFF JAGODZINSKI, BOSTON COLLEGE 

Before: 10-3 (5-3) After: 11-3 (6-2) 

Coach Jag guided the Eagles to an Atlantic Division title on the 
strength of Matt Ryan’s passing and one of the ACC's top defenses. 


5. BILL LYNCH, INDIANA 

Before: 5-7 (3—5) After: 7-6 (3-5) 

Filling in for the beloved Terry Hoeppner, Lynch led the Hoosiers to 
a bowl game for the first time since 1993. He was given the job on a 
full-time basis in late November. 


6. MARK DANTONIO, MICHIGAN STATE 

Before: 4-8 (1-7) After: 7-6 (3-5) 

He might not be flashy, but Dantonio had the Spartans out of the Big 
Ten cellar and back in a bowl game after a three-year drought — the 
longest in East Lansing since the early 1980s. 


7. TODD GRAHAM, TULSA 

Before: 8-5 (5-3) After: 10-4 (6-2) 

After a wildly successful one-year stint at Rice, Graham guided the 
Golden Hurricane to the C-USA West title thanks in large part to 
the nation’s top-ranked offense. 


8. NICK SABAN, ALABAMA 
Before: 6-7 (2-6) After: 7—6 (4-4) 


nation’s top recruiting class in February. 


9. JIM HARBAUGH, STANFORD 
Before: 1-11 (1-8) After: 4-8 (3-6) 

The feisty former NFL quarterback injected some enthusiasm into 
the Stanford program. The Cardinal’s 24-23 win at No. 1 USC will 
go down as one of the biggest upsets in the history of college football. 


He might not be the most respected coach in the business, but Erickson 
did what he does at every stop — win a bunch of games. Arizona State's 


The Tide imploded down the stretch — losing their final four regu- 
lar-season games — but they did win two more league games under 
Saban’s watch. It also must be noted that Saban signed arguably the 


10. BUTCH JONES, 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

Before: 10-4 (7-1) After: 8-6 (6-1) 
Jones inherited a conference cham- 
pionship, and he won a conference 
championship. The former West 
Virginia assistant interviewed with 
the Mountaineers in late December 
but signed a new deal with CMU in 
January. 


11. DEREK DOOLEY, 
LOUISIANA TECH 
Before: 3-10 (1-7) After: 5-7 (4-4) 
Very quietly, Vince Dooley’s son 
did a solid job in Ruston. The Bull- 
dogs increased their league wins 
from one to four and finished in a 
three-way tie for fourth place in the WAC. Dooley is now his own 
boss, after becoming Tech’s athletic director in the offseason. 


12. TOM O’BRIEN, NORTH CAROLINA STATE 

Before: 3-9 (2-6) After: 5-7 (3-5) 

O’Brien accomplished exactly what he was hired to do — restore some 
discipline to the North Carolina State program. Now, it’s time to bring 
the Pack back to a bowl game. 


13. BUTCH DAVIS, NORTH CAROLINA 

Before: 3-9 (2-6) After: 4-8 (3-5) 

The Tar Heels lost six games by seven points or less and four games by 
three points or less. If Davis continues his strong recruiting, North 
Carolina should continue its climb up the ACC standings. 


14. GENE CHIZIK, IOWA STATE 

Before: 4-8 (1-7) After: 3-9 (2-6) 

It was a rough start for Chizik — with season-opening losses to Kent 

State and Northern Iowa at home — but the Clones beat rival lowa 
and won two of their final three Big 


12 games. 


15. BOB TOLEDO, TULANE 

Before: 4-8 (2-6) After: 4-8 (3-5) 
Toledo inherited a very difficult sit- 
uation and managed to keep the 
Green Wave competitive in Confer- 
ence USA. His tailback, Matt Forté, 


ranked second in the nation in rush- 


ing. 


16. MARIO CRISTOBAL, 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
Before: 0-12 (0-7) After: 1-11 (1-6) 
The Golden Panthers snapped their 
23-game losing streak with a season- 
ending 38-19 win over North Texas. 
Cristobal has plenty of work to do 


in his hometown. 
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Erickson: Stephen Brashear; Saban: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports; Shannon: Larry Kinker; Kraghtorpe, Robinson: Joe Robbins. 


17. TODD DODGE, NORTH TEXAS 

Before: 3-9 (2-5) After: 2-10 (1-6) 

North Texas improved its offensive output by 176 yards per game under the 
former high school coaching legend, but the Mean Green went 2—10 and 
tied for last in the Sun Belt. 


18. STAN BROCK, ARMY 
Before: 3-9 After: 3-9 


The Black Knights regressed on defense and lost six games by 20 points or 


more. This once-proud program continues to struggle. 


Before: 7—6 (3-5) After: 5-7 (2-6) 
Thanks to a banner 2008 recruiting 
class, things are looking up in Coral 
Gables, but you can’t ignore the fact 
that the Canes lost six of their final 
seven games, including a disturbing 
48-0 Orange Bowl-closing loss to a 
mediocre Virginia team. 


20. NEIL CALLAWAY, UAB 
Before: 3—9 (2-6) After: 2-10 (1-7) 
The Blazers ranked in the 100s in total 
offense and total defense and averaged 
16,706 fans (102nd in the nation) in 
72,000-seat Legion Field. 


21. ROBB AKEY, |DAHO 

Before: 4-8 (3-5) After: 1-11 (0-8) 

Cleaning up Dennis Erickson’s mess isn’t always easy, but the Vandals man- 
aged to win only one game, over Division I-AA Cal Poly. 


22. DAVID BAILIFF, RICE 

Before: 7-6 (6-2) After: 3-9 (3-5) 

The Owls won half as many league games under Bailiff, the former head 
coach at Division I-AA Texas State. They opened the season with a loss to 
Nicholls State. 


Before: 12—1 (6-1) After: 6-6 (3-4) 
No team was a bigger disappoint- 
ment than Louisville. The Cards win 
total plummeted from 12 in 2006 to 
six in ’07, and they suffered through 
their first losing conference season 


since 1997. 


24. TIM BREWSTER, 
MINNESOTA 
Before: 6-7 (3-5) After: 1-11 (0-8) 
Brewster talks a good game, and he has 
done a good job on the recruiting trail, 
but the results in year one were disas- 
trous. The Gophers ranked last in the nation in total defense en route to 
their first winless Big Ten season since 1988. 
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ON THE HOT SEAT 


TY WILLINGHAM, WASHINGTON 

Washington decided to bring Willingham back after the 
Huskies limped through a difficult schedule. But this sea- 
son's schedule includes non-conference games against BYU, 
Oklahoma and Notre Dame, which could make achieving 
a .500 record unlikely. 


GREG ROBINSON, SYRACUSE 
Yes, Robinson (below) is still with the Orange. Robinson 
has won two Big East games since he took over the Orange 
in 2005. Syracus 
ave become the league punchline. 


once used to beat up on Rutgers; now 


KIRK FERENTZ, |C 


Beginning in 2002, Ferentz won at least 10 games for 
three consecutive years. But Iowa has not won more than 
seven games in any of the past three seasons. The schedule 
is favorable because Iowa plays Wisconsin at home and 
avoids Michigan and Ohio State. And the offense has to 
improve, right? 


RON PRINCE, KANSAS STATE 

The Wildcats imploded down the stretch last season, los- 
ing their final four games (including a 73-31 debacle at 
Nebraska) en route to a 5—7 overall record. Prince might be 
looking for a quick fix in Manhattan — his latest recruit- 
ing class featured 19 junior college transfers. 


MIKE STOOPS, AR 


A 17-29 record in four seasons, without one winning 


eason, is not likely to engender tremendous support from 
ases. The heat is on in Tucson. 


AME 22 POINTS 


be flattered. 
ie West Virginia 
ped a well-earned 


ys 


The Bulls play 12 games every 
season agai variety of 
offenses. But 
choosin gto recruit and 
develsping a > operating 
scheme, theyMave one goal. 

in milgiae 


SF has done a pretty 
good job shutting 
down the Moun- 
taineer quarterback 


and his spread-of- 

fense buddies. The 

Bulls have beaten WVU two years straight 
and have allowed a combined 32 points in the 
process. Imagine that — the scourge of the 
Big East limited to fewer than 20 points by 
the same team in back-to-back games. No 
wonder Burnham was such a popular guy 
during March and April. Consider him the 
coaching equivalent of Sefior Frog’s in Can- 
cun. Everybody wanted to spend their spring 
break with him. His success in stopping the 
West Virginia spread has lured inquiring 
minds in search of ideas on how to control 
their opponents that run the thing. Not that 
Burnham is holding court, largely because he 
doesn’t consider himself that brilliant. “That 
‘guru’ bird doesn’t stay on your shoulder that 
long,” he says. Yeah, everything is cyclical, but 
there’s another reason for Burnham's modesty. 
“We borrowed everything we use,” he says. 
No defensive coach in the country could 


‘ ud 
inen it comes to z 


blame Burnham for his ideological larceny, be- 
cause they're all looking for ways to deal with 
the spread themselves. What was once a cu- 
riosity has mushroomed over the past five years 
into a prevailing wisdom in offensive football 
throughout the country. It’s hard to find teams 
that don’t incorporate at least some spread 
principles into their attack. Others are full- 
blown spread disciples who aim to compro- 
mise their defensive opponents by creating and 
then winning one-on-one matchups in open 
areas from sideline to sideline. As a result, any 
coach who has some success against the attack 
is pretty popular. And until someone solves the 
spread, as folks did with the wishbone, veer, 
run-n-shoot and other offenses that were fash- 
ionable at one time or another, defensive 
coaches will continue to look for new ideas. 

“It changes every day,” Burnham says. 
“The offensive coaches are doing a great job of 
changing blocking assignments, so that you're 
trying to figure out who has the running back 
and who has the quarterback.” 

Ir’s tough, all right. But it’s not impossible. 
Burnham and his pals have devised some 
strategies to control — and sometimes stop 


— the spread. As you might imagine, they 

aren't so forthcoming with the particulars, 

since football coaches guard their secrets as 

closely as high-ranking government officials 
g 

protect the nuclear launch codes. They did, 

however, share some principles and ideas. 


The Target Because there are so many dif- 
ferent variations of the spread offense, it’s hard 
to classify one, generic version of the thing. 
Texas Tech arrays its skill players from Lub- 
bock to Amarillo and then passes the ball 60 
times per game. Under Rich Rodriguez, West 
Virginia was primarily a running team from 
the attack. Kansas was balanced in the offense, 
running only 36 more times than it threw in 
988 plays last year. No matter how teams use 
it, the goal remains the same. 

“They're trying to get (defenses) to play in 
space,” Purdue defensive coordinator Brock 
Spack says. “They're creating matchups and 
trying to find a winner out there.” 

A key staple of the spread, especially for 
those who use it primarily to run, is the zone 
read play. Just about everything a team can do 
offensively has the capacity to sprout from it. 
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Jason parkhurst/US Presswire 


It can work as a simple handoff or as a fake 
that triggers a quarterback run. It’s the pre- 
cursor to an option pitch or play-action be- 


fore a pass. Consider it the spread’s pair of 


khaki pants, infinite in its versatility. And a 
real pain to defenses. The play looks pretty 
simple in its basic form. The running back 
sets up next to the quarterback, who is in the 
shotgun. At the snap, he crosses in front of the 
quarterback, who reads the defensive end 
from the side on which the back has aligned 
himself. On a basic read, if the end comes up- 
field, the quarterback keeps the ball and heads 
around the corner. If the end stays put, the 
quarterback hands it off. If you think it 
sounds familiar, you're right. 

“It gets back to old option football,” says 
lowa defensive coordinator Norm Parker, who 
has been around enough (40 years in the col- 
lege game) to know. “There aren’t that many 
new plays.” 

Parker is correct that the spread isn’t too 
revolutionary. What it does, however, is force 
the defense to play 11-on-11 football, thanks 
to the full involvement of the quarterback. “In 
a generic offense, you don’t have to worry 
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about the quarterback,” UCLA defensive co- 
ordinator DeWayne Walker says. Instead of 
handing off and carrying out his fakes, the 
QB can now run wide, hit it up the middle 
or throw, all out of the same formation and 
(often) the same look. Unlike the old option 
offenses, the spread operates from sideline-to- 
sideline, rather than bunched together. And 
unlike the wishbone or veer, the QB is often 
a potent throwing weapon. Just ask teams that 
tried to defend Florida and Tim Tebow last 
year. “When an offense has a guy who can 
throw and run, you've got something going 
on,” Texas defensive backs coach Duane 
Akina says. “Offenses are trying to work to- 
ward that hybrid.” And when a team finds 
that player? “You have Superman,” Parker 
says. Or Dennis Dixon of Oregon. 

Even the linemen in the spread are different 
from the usual big fellas. You don’t find too 
many 6'7", 330-pounders in that offense, be- 
cause they must move quickly and hold their 
blocks a little longer in the zone play. “They're 
more athletic,” East Carolina defensive coor- 
dinator Greg Hudson says. “It’s like they're 
playing with five centers and guards.” 


by Michael Bradley 


As they search for the right personnel, of- 
fensive coaches continue to feed the monster. 
Each year new plays are added. Blocking 
schemes evolve. Tempos are varied. Wrinkles 
emerge. Although Ole Miss defensive coordi- 
nator Tyrone Nix predicts, “I would assume 
everybody will catch up with the spread,” it 
hasn't happened yet. Because of the many hy- 
brids of the thing, it is difficult to find a set 
method of stopping it. The wishbone died 
when Miami introduced speed at every de- 
fensive position and prevented Oklahoma 
backs from shaking loose on the option pitch. 
Since no one has found that default solution, 
the chase continues. 


Stay the Course There may be a thousand 
tactics that can be employed to control the 
spread, but there is an overriding principle. “If 
you change your basic defensive philosophy, 
you will make mistakes and play slower,” Hud- 
son says. “You need to eliminate missed as- 
signments and play as fast as you can.” 
Hudson's peers agree with his assessment. 
“When you make radical changes, guys don’t 
know what they're doing,” Parker says. Teams 
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that try to put in a special “spread package” for 
one or two opponents a season will end up 
struggling, if not getting embarrassed. Asking 
players to work within one set of precepts for 
months and then switch to something com- 
pletely different often invites disaster. Not that 
playing a passive defense is the answer. Teams 
must play to their strengths and be aggressive. 

“You have to figure out how you match 
up,” Purdue's Spack says. “Do you want to 
play the whole game in a nickel package? Do 
you want to go with five defensive backs and 
four down linemen? Or four linemen and 
three linebackers? You have to make your de- 


cisions based on your personnel.” 

Once teams make those choices, it’s up to 
the players to execute. They must be disci- 
plined in carrying out their assignments even 
more so than in regular defensive situations. 


FORMER OREGON QB DENNIS DIXON 


One mistake can lead to a big-play disaster. So, 
Mr. Linebacker, if you have the quarterback, 
stay with the quarterback, even if the running 
back looks like he’s going around the end all 
alone. “It’s about all 11 guys understanding 
they have to do their particular assignment 
and trust their teammates,” Nix says. 

Once everybody understands that, the de- 
fense can take over the game. Spread teams 
want to dictate tempo. They want to manip- 
ulate formations to create advantages. They're 
looking to force the defense to adapt to them, 
sure death for any team trying to stop the 
spread. So, defenses have to attack. “You have 
to dictate to them,” Walker says. “You have to 
bait them. If you take X away, they'll do Y. 
You need someone there to stop that.” 


Middle Earth Even though spread offenses 
want to engage the whole field, the battle for 
control of the game begins in the middle of 
the line. The A gaps — the areas between the 
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center and the guards — are vital to any de- 
fense’s ability to succeed. “We're going to stop 
those gaps,” Hudson promises. 

Nix agrees. “You're only as good as how you 
are against the A and B gaps (between the 
guards and tackles),” he says. “You'd rather 
them beat you outside.” 

Most teams still prefer their tackles to be of 
the Hungry Man variety. But quickness is 
now as important as bulk. Because many 
spread teams work quickly, it’s hard for de- 
fenses to use multiple packages and substitute 
liberally. That means the guys inside had bet- 
ter be more than drainplugs — and devote 
some time to conditioning. “If you're going 
to leave those guys on the field to take care of 
the run, they had better be able to move,” 
Walker says. 

The spread may be like the wishbone, but it 


“When an offense has a 
guy who can throw and 
run, you've got something 
going on. Offenses are 
trying to work toward that 
hybrid. And when a team 
finds that player’? 

You have Superman.” 


— Texas defensive backs 
coach Duane Akina 


doesn't have a fullback dive option from inside 
a tight formation, so many might wonder why 
there is a need for interior strength. One rea- 
son is to keep blockers away from the line- 
backers and ends, the ones heading toward the 
sidelines to stop the QB or pitch man. But the 
spread does employ a mid-line maneuver off 
the zone read. Sometimes, instead of heading 
outside after faking to the back, the quarter- 
back will cut up inside. The thinking is that if 
a backer sees that zone read action and heads 
wide to cut things off, there will be an exposed 
seam. This goes back to assignment football, 
but it also requires a hefty presence in the mid- 
dle to shuck the blocking back and stop the 
QB from shaking loose up the middle. 

“Most offensive plays are based on what 
front a defense presents,” BYU head coach 
Bronco Mendenhall says. “If you have the 
center covered, and the offense has to use a 
guard as well to block a defensive tackle, you 
have gained a one-man advantage.” 

In addition to making the right personnel 
decisions, coordinators need to keep their of- 
fensive counterparts guessing up front. De- 
ploying linemen the same way every time is 
asking for an afternoon of jailbreaks, because 
a quarterback will become comfortable and 


be able to make audible calls and reads that 
lead to big plays. A package of stunts, slants, 
twists and shades is necessary to prevent of- 
fenses from becoming too comfortable with 
their reads, “You have to be crafty with your 
stunts,” Spack says. 


Livin’ On The Edge Since defensive coor- 
dinators insist they would rather deal with the 
spread on the perimeter, they must have peo- 
ple out there capable of making plays. 
Quicker, leaner players become a necessity, in 
order to track down runners and defend the 
pass, all in open space. Iowa's Parker jokes that 
“what you really want is a 240-pounder who's 
mobile,” but those can't be found too readily 
— except on Sundays. So, teams look to hy- 
brids. “We're getting away from the tradi- 
tional, 240-pound linebackers,” Akina says, 


FLORIDA QB TIM TEBOW 


who worries that the bigger LBs aren’t as fast. 
“You're not seeing teams line up in the I for- 
mation and run ‘iso’ at you. Even the Big Ten 
is getting into spread offenses now.” 

The thinking is pretty straightforward. 
Since offenses are trying to be quick with no- 
huddle schemes, option plays designed to 
work toward the sideline and quick-hitting 
passes that emphasize the ability to break a 
tackle in one-on-one situations, defenders 
have to be more versatile and agile. Ends and 
linebackers even find themselves in pass-cov- 
erage roles. And they have to stay on the field 
for all three downs, because hurry-up offenses 
don't allow for substitutions. They’re trying to 
tire out the defenders, who have to respond 
by working more on conditioning then ever 
before. Still, coordinators want to make some 
personnel changes. “Sometimes, the only way 
to substitute is for one of your players to do 
the dead-man flop,” Hudson says, and he’s 
not joking. 
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Dixon: Sot Neelman; Tebow: Bruce Schwartaman. 


STRONG ENOUGH TO PROTE 
THE WORLD’S WETTEST DEC 


AND YOURS. 


Cave of the Winds decks at Niagara Falls, USA. #8 
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Thompsons Millions of gallons of water drench the decks at Niagara Falls each year. That’s why they use 
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South Florida looks for lighter, more mobile players, even along the defensive front. 
But that can backfire. Although the Bulls have beaten West Virginia the past two 
years, they have lost twice to Rutgers, primarily because the Scarlet Knights over- 
whelmed USF with power football. So, defenses don’t want track stars. Players must 
move, but they have to hit, too. And their main target is the quarterback. Hitting the 
man under center has always been a part of football, but controlling the spread, which 
makes the QB a runner and a passer, is based partly on wearing down the man with 
the ball in his hands. West Virginia's title hopes were derailed last year when White 
was injured early in the season-ending loss to Pittsburgh. And once Dixon tore his 
ACL, Oregon’s run was finished. The Ducks even went to a more conventional at- 
tack in their bowl win over South Florida. According to Hudson, teams are “picking 
their poison” by converting quarterbacks into runners, because they are making them 
more vulnerable to hits than usual. Defensive coaches like that. 

“We don't try to do anything outside of the rules,” Mendenhall says. “But what we 
do emphasize is that when we have a chance, we make the most of it. That gives us 
the best chance to win.” 


“You need to eliminate missed 
assignments and play 
as fast as you can.” 


— East Carolina defensive coordinator Greg Hudson 


No Passing Zone When Heisman voters considered Tebow’s candidacy last year, 
they looked past his relative youth and concentrated instead on one remarkable sta- 
tistic: The sophomore QB had accounted for 70.4 percent (895 rushing yards, 3,286 
passing yards) of the team’s total offense. Hello, Mr. Stiff Arm. 

Since dual-threats as good as Tebow are rare commodities, defenses don’t have to 
worry too much about controlling a full-fledged spread ground attack and over- 
whelming aerial assault. Because pure running quarterbacks are not often adept at op- 
erating a sophisticated passing scheme, teams that face them don’t have to prepare 
complicated coverage schemes. 

Texas Tech's Graham Harrell, however, is a different story. The senior threw for 
5,705 yards and 48 touchdowns last year, and the Red Raiders averaged 58.7 passes 
per game. Not only does Tech stress teams with constant four- and five-receiver sets, 
but their linemen also take huge splits, further opening up defenses. “The philoso- 
phy behind the offense is to spread the field and attack where you have the leverage,” 
Harrell says. “You don’t worry about coverage ... you go where they're not.” 

When faced with attacks like that, Mendenhall preaches patience. He doesn’t worry 
about yards gained between the 35-yard lines. And he’s not always upset about com- 
pletions on first or second downs. When it’s 3rd-and-long, however, look out. “We 
want to be more creative in those positions,” he says. But many of Mendenhall’s peers 
aren't so generous. They preach pressure. “You have to mix in pressure packages and 
get to the quarterback,” Hudson says. Walker agrees. UCLA had trouble with Utah's 
and Arizona's spread attacks in losses last year. “We should have pressured them more 
rather than just playing coverage,” Walker says. “I talked with (Steelers’ defensive co- 
ordinator) Dick LeBeau, and he said the more teams open you up, the more you 
need to pressure them and get the ball out of their hands quickly.” 

Different coverage schemes are important, too. When he was at New Mexico as de- 
fensive coordinator, Mendenhall spread five defensive backs across the field against 
Utah and other spread teams. The goal was to provide a vanilla look that prevented 
quarterbacks from making pre-snap adjustments and good reads after it. Akina uses 
the free safety as “bonus player,” asking him to read the offensive players. If the line- 
men stand up to pass block, he heads deep to cover the pass. If it’s a run, he has to 
close quickly. The risk, of course, is an incorrect read. 

In the end, it’s about preparation. Teams must practice against the spread, although 
within the framework of their everyday schemes. They must be disciplined and tackle 
surely in the open field. They must be versatile and try to dictate tempo. Even with 
all of that, coaches still need some help. So, they go see Burnham. This year, however, 
he'll be on the road, too. “We play Kansas, and they're a good spread offensive foot- 
ball team,” Burnham says. “I’ve got to go visit some people and get some tape. We've 
gotta have some kind of idea what they're doing.” Or there could be trouble. 
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ATHLON SPORTS’... 


TOP 40 


RECRUITS OF 


1. KYLE WRIGHT 38 « DANVILLE, CA « MIAMI 


Expected to be the next great quarterback at Miami, but his career has 
to be considered a big disappointment. Went 18-11 as a starter, in- 
cluding a 4-4 mark as a senior in 2007, when Miami struggled through 

a 5-7 record. Ranks No. 7 on the Hurricanes’ all-time passing yardage 
list with 5,835 yards and No. 5 on the completion percentage list at 59.0. 
Ended his career with 38 touchdowns and 31 interceptions. Best season 
was as a sophomore in 2005, when he earned honorable mention All- 
ACC honors after ranking second in the ACC in passing efficiency and 
first in touchdown passes (18). 


2. ERNIE SIMS 185 TALLAHASSEE, FL © FLORIDA STATE 
Started his final 24 games at Florida State and was named second-team All- ==" 
ACC as a sophomore in 2004 and honorable mention as a junior in ’05. 

Despite being overlooked by the league as a junior, he was named one of 10 semifinalists for 
the Butkus Award in 2005. Finished his career with 200 tackles, 7.0 sacks and 21 tackles for 
a loss. Declared for the draft after his junior season and was selected by the Detroit 
Lions with the No. 9 overall pick. 


3. REGGIE BUSH kb « SPRING VALLEY, CA © USC 


Ended his three-year career at USC as one of the most decorated college football play- 
ers of all time. Won the Heisman Trophy as a junior in 2005 after leading the nation 
with 2,890 all-purpose yards (a Pac-10 record), including 1,740 yards rushing (on a 
Pac-10 record 8.7-yard average) and 16 touchdowns. Ended his career ranked No. 7 on 
the Trojans’ all-time rushing list with 3,169 yards; his 7.32 yards-per-carry average is a 
yard-and-a-half better than any of the other top 30 career rushing leaders at USC. Left 
school with a year of eligibility remaining and was drafted by New Orleans with the No. 
2 overall pick. 


4. TONY HILLS JR. te + Houston, 1X « TEXAS 


Suffered a serious knee injury as a senior in high school; did not enroll at Texas until the 

spring of 2004. Switched to the offensive line after arriving in Austin. Played in 18 games 
over his first two seasons before earning a starting spot as a junior in 2006. Started the 
first 10 games of the 2007 season but broke his left leg against Texas Tech, sidelining him for the regular- 
season finale against Texas A&M and the bowl game. Named first team All-Big 12 in 2007. Selected by Pitts- 
burgh in the fourth round of the 2008 draft. 


5. JAMARCUS RUSSELL 08 MOBILE, AL» LSU 

Guided LSU to a 25-4 record in his 29 career starts in Baton Rouge. Named first-team All-SEC as a I 4 
fourth-year junior in 2006, when he led the Tigers to an SEC title and a Sugar Bowl win over Notre Dame. , —— 
Set a school single-season record by completing 67.8 percent of his passes in ’06, and tied a single-season record by throwing 28 touch- 

down passes. Ended his career third on the Tigers’ all-time passing list with 6,625 yards. Was selected by Oakland with the top pick in the 2007 
Draft, joining the legendary Billy Cannon as the only LSU Tigers ever to be taken No. 1 overall. 


Wright: Allen Kee;Sims, Russell: Tim Clark/Athlon 


Sports;Bush: Peter Brouillet; Hills:Texas SID 
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6. WHITNEY LEWIS 

WR ¢ OXNARD, CA © USC 

Did not catch a pass in his two seasons with the Trojans. Lettered in 
2003 as a true freshman, sat out the '04 season after being ruled aca- 
demically ineligible and returned in ’05 as a reserve receiver. Trans- 
ferred to Division I-AA power Northern Iowa, where he played 
running back in 2006 (two starts, 360 yards rushing) and receiver in 
07 (26 receptions for 218 yards). 


7. PRESCOTT BURGESS 

DB * WARREN, OH e MICHIGAN 

Enjoyed a solid four-year career with the Wolverines — who moved 
him to linebacker — but never earned first- or second-team All-Big 
Ten honors. Two-year starter ended his career with 171 tackles and four 
sacks. Selected by Baltimore in the sixth round of the 2007 NFL Draft. 


8. NATE ROBINSON 

DL ¢ IRVINGTON, NJ e MIAMI 

After failing to meet entrance requirements at Miami, Robinson signed 
with Rutgers. He was limited to six games as a true freshman due to a 
knee injury. Played in eight of 11 games as a reserve in 2004 but was 
kicked off the team in the spring for a violation of team rules. Trans- 
ferred to Akron. After playing in 11 games as a reserve in 2006, he 
started six games for the Zips as a senior in 2007, recording 26 tack- 
les, including two sacks. 


§. LAMARR WOODLEY 

LB ¢ SAGINAW, Mi © MICHIGAN 

Recruited as a linebacker and transitioned into a hybrid defensive 
end/outside linebacker. Capped off his career with an outstanding sen- 
ior season in 2006, earning Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year hon- 
ors and being named as the Lombardi Award winner. Tied a 
single-season school record with 12 sacks as a senior, and his 24 career 
sacks are tied for third on the Wolverines’ all-time list. Holds the 
school record with 10 career forced fumbles. Selected by the Steelers 
in the second round of the 2007 draft as an outside linebacker in their 
3-4 defensive alignment. 


10. ANTONIO CROMARTIE 

DB ¢ TALLAHASSEE, FL ¢ FLORIDA STATE 

Only played two seasons at Florida State but made a significant impact 
as a big-play cornerback. Earned first-team All-ACC honors as a soph- 
omore in 2004, but his career at FSU ended in July 2005 when he 
tore the ACL in his left knee during involuntary workouts on campus. 
He sat out the entire 2005 season (while still enrolled at FSU), then 
declared early for the NFL Draft. He was selected by San Diego with 
the No. 19 pick in the first round. 


11. ANDRE CALDWELL 
WR e¢ TAMPA, FL ¢ FLORIDA 

Finished his career as the Gators’ all-time leader 
in receptions with 185 — for 2,349 yards and 
16 touchdowns — but never made first- or sec- 
ond-team All-SEC. Was granted a medical red- 
shirt in 2005 (his true junior season) after 
breaking his leg on a special teams play in 
Week 3. Came back to catch 113 passes for 
1,338 yards and 13 touchdowns over his final 
two seasons. Played a key role for 2006 na- 
tional champions. Selected by Cincinnati in 
the third round of the 2008 draft. 


12. ERIC YOUNG 

OL e UNION, SC ¢ TENNESSEE 

Two-year starter spent his junior season as the right tackle before switch- 
ing over to left tackle as a fifth-year senior in 2007. Started the first eight 
games in '07 before suffering a season-ending injury to his left quad mus- 
cle. Named second-team All-SEC by the Associated Press as a senior de- 
spite missing six games. Was not selected in the 2008 draft. 


13. MIKE JONES 
OL ¢ OAK LAWN, IL ° IOWA 
Three-year starter spent time at left guard and both tackle spots. 
Earned honorable mention All-Big Ten honors as a sophomore and 
first-team honors as a senior. Started at three different spots on the 
line in 2005 — two games at left tackle, two at right tackle and eight 
at left guard. Was not selected in the 2007 draft. 
Signed a futures contract with the Chicago Bears in 
December 2007. 


14. JORRIE ADAMS 
OL ¢ JASPER, TX © TEXAS A&M 
Switched to tight end upon his arrival to Texas 
A&M. Sat out the 2003 season as a redshirt, 
then moved across the line to defensive tackle 
in the spring of 2004. Played in every game in 
04 as a redshirt freshman, recording 22 tack- 
les. Was dismissed from the team in June 2005 
for a violation of team rules. Sat out two full 
years before enrolling — as a sophomore — 
at Division IT Angelo State in August 2007. 
Played on the offensive line for the Rams 
and earned honorable mention honors from 
the Lone Star Conference South Division. 
Still has two years of eligibility remaining. 


15. DONTE WHITNER 
DB ¢ CLEVELAND, OH ¢ OHIO STATE 
‘Two-year starter at safety emerged as one 
of the elite defensive backs in the nation 
as a junior. One of eight Buckeyes to 
earn first-team All-Big Ten honors in 2005 and 
one of three to be named first-team All-American. Declared for the 
draft after his junior season and was selected by Buffalo with the eighth 
pick in the first round, Earned first-team All-America honors in 2005. 


16. LAWRENCE “MOE” DAMPEER 

DL © DECATUR, IL e OKLAHOMA 

Sat out the 2003 season as a redshirt and lettered during the 04 cam- 

paign as a reserve defensive tackle. Transferred to Joliet 
(IIL) Junior College in 2005 but broke his foot 
after playing in only one game. Promptly 

} dropped out of school and returned home to 

| Decatur. He attended Division II Lane College 

| in the spring 2008 semester, hoping to become 

eligible for the fall. If he is successful, he will 

have two years of eligibility at Lane. 


17. GREG OLSEN 

TE ¢ WAYNE, NJ e NOTRE DAME 
Signed with Notre Dame to play with 
his older brother Christian, a quarter- 
back. Both Olsens, however, left the team 
one day before classes began in the fall of 
2003. Since Greg never enrolled, he was 
eligible to play immediately at another Di- 
vision I-A school. He picked Miami but 

still sat out the ’03 season as a redshirt, due in part to a shoulder injury. 
(Christian transferred to Virginia, spending most of his three years in 
Charlottesville as a reserve). Greg started 12 games in each of his final two 
seasons at Miami, earning first-team All-ACC honors as a junior in 2006. 
In three seasons, he caught 87 passes for 1,215 yards and six touchdowns. 
Left school with one year of eligibility remaining and was selected by 
Chicago with the 31st pick of the first round in the 2007 NFL Draft. 


18. EARL EVERETT 

LB © WEBSTER, FL © FLORIDA 

Played his way into the rotation as a true freshman in 2003. Started 
42 games in his career, including 36 over his final three seasons. Earned 
second-team All-SEC honors by the coaches in 2004 and first-team 
honors in 2006. Finished his career with 271 tackles, including 85 
during his senior season when the Gators won the national champi- 
onship. Signed with Cincinnati as an undrafted free agent. Currently 
on the Falcons’ practice squad. 


19. CHRIS LEAK 

QB ¢ CHARLOTTE, NC ¢ FLORIDA 
Emerged as the starter in Week 5 of his 
freshman season and went on to start the 
final 47 games of his career. Was named 
SEC Freshman of the Year in 2003 and 
earned second-team All-SEC in honors 
as a sophomore, junior and senior. Holds 
school records for career attempts 
(1,458), career completions (895) and 
career yardage (11,213). Capped off his 
career by leading the Gators to the 
2006 National Championship. Signed 

a free agent contract with the Chicago 
Bears in April 2007 but failed to 
make the team. In November 2007, 
Leak signed with Team Florida of the new, six-team 

All American Football League, which was scheduled to begin play in the 
spring of 2009. 


20. OFA MOHETAU 

OL ¢ EULESS, TX « BYU 

Started eight games as a true freshman at BYU in 2003 but sat out the 
2004 season as a medical redshirt. Transferred to the College of the Se- 
quoias in January 2005 and played one season for the Giants. Was highly 
recruited coming out of junior college and signed with Texas Tech in 
February 2006. Started two games for the Red Raiders as a junior in 06 
but left the team prior to the Insight Bowl. Did not play football in 2007. 


21. TARELL BROWN 

DB * MESQUITE, TX ¢ TEXAS 

Started three seasons at cornerback but failed to earn any postseason 
honors from the Big 12 (not even honorable mention). Recorded a 
career-high 10 tackles with two pass breakups in the Horns’ 41-38 
win over USC in the 2005 national title game. Made headlines early 
in his senior season when he was suspended for Texas’ epic showdown 
with Ohio State in Austin after facing misdemeanor drug and weapons 
charges. Selected in the fifth round of the 2007 draft by Buffalo. 


22. WESLEY JEFFERSON 

LB © CLINTON, MD e MARYLAND 

Served as a key reserve in 2004 as a redshirt freshman and ’05 as a 
sophomore before moving into the starting lineup as a fourth-year 
junior. Recorded 110 tackles and a team- 

high 10 for a loss while starting 13 games 
in 2006. Was expected to be a corner- 
stone of the Maryland defense in 2007 
but decided not to return for his fifth sea- 
son so he could pursue a career in law en- 
forcement. 


23. CHAD JACKSON 
WR ¢ HOOVER, AL © FLORIDA 
Started 14 games during his three years 
at Florida. During his final season in 
Gainesville, in 2005, he caught 88 
passes for 900 yards and nine touch- 
downs, earning first-team All-SEC 
honors by the AP and second-team honors 
from the league’s coaches. Was also a semifinalist for the Biletnikoff 
Award in 2005. Final numbers at Florida: 120 catches for 1,586 yards 
and 16 TDs. Left school with a season of eligibility remaining and was 
selected in the second round by the Patriots. 


24. KREGG LUMPKIN 

RB © LITHONIA, GA ® GEORGIA 

Battled injuries throughout much of his five years in Athens. Emerged 
as a key part of the Dawgs’ offense as a true freshman, rushing for 523 
yards on 112 carries in 2003. Missed the 04 campaign after tearing 
his ACL in preseason camp. Returned to rush for 335 yards as a soph- 

omore in 2005 and a team-high 798 yards as a junior. Had carries in 

only four games as a senior due to a thumb and knee injury. Finished 

his career with 1,700 yards rushing. 


25. MICHAEL BUSH 

QB LOUISVILLE, KY e LOUISVILLE 

Switched to running back upon his arrival at Louisville. Played a key 
role in the Cardinals’ emergence as a national power under then- 
coach Bobby Petrino. In his one season as the primary ball-carrier, 
the 6'3", 247-pound tailback powered his way a Big East-best 1,143 
yards and a school single-season record 23 rushing touchdowns. He 
earned first-team All-Big East honors as a junior and was mentioned 
on several preseason All-America teams heading into his senior sea- 
son. In the 2006 opener, he rushed for 128 yards and three touch- 
downs in a 59-28 win over rival Kentucky. But he also suffered a 
broken right tibia against the Wildcats in what ended up being the 
final game of his collegiate career. Bush could have returned to 
Louisville for a fifth year but opted to enter the NFL Draft despite 
having played only one game in 2006. He was picked by the Raiders 
in the fourth round. 


26. BRANDON OWENS 

DB ¢ DELRAY BEACH, FL ¢ MINNESOTA 

After spending his first two seasons as a reserve, Owens broke into the 
starting lineup at strong safety as a junior in 2005. He recorded 27 
tackles through the first four-plus games before sustaining a career- 
ending neck and shoulder injury against Penn State. 


27. DEMETRICE WEBB 

DB @ JACKSONVILLE, FL © FLORIDA 

‘Two-year starter was named first-team All-SEC by the AP and second- 
team by the league's coaches in 2005 as a junior. Left school with one 
season of eligibility remaining and was selected by the Jacksonville Jaguars 
in the seventh round of the 2006 draft. 
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28. JORDY LIPSEY 

OL e LONGWOOD, FL ® VIRGINIA 

After redshirting his first season in Charlottesville, Lipsey served as the 
No. 2 center in 2004 and ’05. Started two games in 2005, filling in for 
the injured Brian Barthelmes. Moved into the lineup for good as a 
fourth-year junior in 2006 and started the final 25 games of his career. 
Did not receive any all-conference mention either year as a starter. 


29. XAVIER LAWSON-KENNEDY 

DL ¢ DUNCANVILLE, TX e OKLAHOMA STATE 

The banner recruit during Les Miles’ four-year stay in Stillwater, Law- 
son-Kennedy never lived up to the hype. He started a total of six games 
during his injury-plagued four years at O-State, all during his junior 
season. Trimmed down from 380 to 320 pounds in the months fol- 
lowing his senior season in an effort to get in shape for the NFL Draft. 
Didn't work. Lawson-Kennedy went undrafted and failed to stick with 
a team as a free agent. 


30. ROBERT LANE 
QB ¢ MONROE, LA ® OLE MISS 
Originally committed to LSU but switched his allegiance to Ole Miss 
after the Tigers secured a commitment from the higher-rated JaMar- 
cus Russell. Spent the majority of his first three years at Ole Miss as a 
backup quarterback before being moved to tight end on a permanent 
basis as a fourth-year junior in 2006. Prior to the move, he started one 
game at quarterback, a 24-14 loss to Wyoming in Oxford. Started 
eight games as a junior (four at tight end, two at fullback and two at 
H-Back) and caught 11 passes for 155 yards. Started 

11 of 12 games as a senior (all at tight end) and 
caught 19 passes for 149 yards. 


31. STEVE SMITH 

WR ¢ CANOGA PARK, CA @ USC 

Enjoyed a highly successful four-year run at USC. 
Finished his career ranked fourth all-time in re- 
ceiving yards (3,019) and fifth in receptions (190) 
and touchdown catches (22). Earned first-team 
All-Pac-10 honors as a senior, when he led the 
team with 71 catches for 1,083 yards. USC went 
48-4 in his four years and won two national ti- 
tles, in 2003 (AP) and ’05 (AP, BCS). Selected 
by the New York Giants in the second round of 
the 2007 NFL Draft. 


32. ROBERT MEACHEM 
WR @ TULSA, OK @ TENNESSEE 

Posted rather ordinary numbers until he broke out 
with a sensational 2006 season as a fourth-year jun- 
ior when he caught 71 passes and set a Tennessee sin- 
gle-season record with 1,298 yards receiving. He 
earned first-team All-SEC honors and third-team All- 
America honors from the Associated Press. Ended his 
career sixth all-time at Tennessee with 125 catches and 

fourth all-time with 2,140 yards (for a 17.1-yard average). Left Ten- 
nessee with one year of eligibility remaining and was drafted by the 
Saints in the first round. 


33. LAWRENCE JACKSON 

DL ¢ INGLEWOOD, CA e USC 

Highly decorated four-year starter at defensive end was a two-time first- 
team All-Pac-10 pick (2005, ’07) and second-team AP All-American in 
2007. Ended his career with 52 tackles for a loss, including 30.5 sacks. 
USC went 48-5 during his career with four Pac-10 titles and one na- 
tional title. Selected by Seattle in the first-round of the 2008 NFL Draft. 


2003 RECRUITS 


34. JARVIS MOSS 

DL © DENTON, TX @ FLORIDA 

Broke into the rotation as a sophomore in 2005 and finished fifth in 
the SEC with 7.5 sacks despite not starting a game. Started 13 games 
at end in 2006 for the national champion Gators, recording 56 tack- 
les, including 7.5 sacks. Did not receive any postseason accolades from 
the SEC. Left school with one year of eligibility remaining and was se- 
lected by Denver in the first round of the 2007 draft. 


35. PAUL OLIVER 

DB e KENNESAW, GA ¢ GEORGIA 

Emerged as a full-time starter at cornerback as a fourth-year junior in 
2006, recording 57 tackles and intercepting three passes. Would have 
been one of the top corners in the SEC last fall but was declared aca- 
demically ineligible. Oliver entered the NFL Supplemental Draft and 
was taken in the fourth round by the Chargers. 


36. SEAN BAILEY 

WR ¢ ALPHARETTA, GA @ GEORGIA 

Finished off a relatively disappointing career with a solid senior season 
in 2007, catching a team-high 39 passes for 615 yards and five touch- 
downs. Returned to action after missing the entire 2006 season with 
a knee injury. Ended his career with 75 catches for 1,269 yards and 12 
touchdowns in 46 games (25 starts). 


37. MARIO WILLIAMS 
DL © RICHLANDS, NC » NORTH CAROLINA STATE 
Starter at end from the first game of his true freshman season. Set a sin- 
gle-season school record with 27.5 tackles fora loss and 14.5 
sacks in 2005. His sack total led the ACC and 
ranked fourth nationally. Earned first-team All-ACC 
honors in 2004 and '05. Declared for the NFL Draft 
after his junior season and became the first ACC 
player ever to be selected No. 1 overall when the Hous- 
ton Texans bypassed USC’s Reggie Bush and Texas’ 


Vince Young (a Houston native) to take Williams. 


38. TURK MCBRIDE 

DL © CAMDEN, NJ ¢ TENNESSEE 

Saw action at both defensive end and tackle during 

his four-year career. Started all 13 games as a senior in 

2006. Made two starts at end and 11 at tackle in 

2006 en route to earning first-team All-SEC honors 
from the Associated Press. Recorded 68 tackles, in- 
cluding 8.5 for a loss in 06. Selected in the second 
round of the 2006 NFL Draft by the Chiefs. 


39. TYRONE MOSS 
RB e POMPANO BEACH, FL e MIAMI 
Once-promising career was derailed by injuries. 
Emerged as the primary ball-carrier as a junior in 
2005 and rushed for 701 yards through seven-plus 
games before tearing his ACL in Week 8. Still earned first-team All- 
ACC honors despite playing only two-thirds of the season. His senior 
season was cut short by injuries and suspensions, and he rushed for only 
285 yards on 66 carries in eight games. Had a look with the Browns as 
an undrafted free agent but was cut in May 2007. 


40. TONY CADE 

DB ¢ LEWISVILLE, TX e OKLAHOMA 

Played in 11 games for the Sooners in 2004, primarily on special teams. 
Left OU in August 2005 and enrolled at City College of San Francisco 
and played one season for the Rams. Transferred to UNLV and started 
four games at safety as a junior in 2006 and eight games in '07. 
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he purple-and-gold pockets of fans 

throughout the Superdome began 

to serenade LSU players with an 

emphatic chant in the final min- 

utes of the Tigers’ resounding vic- 

tory over Ohio State in last year’s 
national championship: 

“SEG! SEC! SEC!” 

The act was as much a salute to a preeminent con- 
ference as it was an indictment of another. Even be- 
fore the game's end, message-board addicts and 
college football analysts nationwide began treating 
the Big Ten as the sport’s pifiata. If Ohio State were 
to reach a third straight national title game in 2008, 
fans crowed, they'd be best served staying home. One 
newspaper headline simply read: “Big (Rot) Ten,” 
poking fun at consecutive losses in the national 
championship by one Big Ten school. 

Aside from national championship debates, no ar- 
gument in college football has grown more vocifer- 
ous and fierce than the annual debate over 
conference supremacy. Throughout all seasons of the 
year, fans in various nooks of the country pound 
their chests about their favorite conference, while 
coaches accentuate the positives of even middling 
leagues. Results of bowl games and out-of- 
conference performances are used to bolster a con- 
ference’s reputation, even though no universal tool 
exists to distinguish one league from another. 

“It is so regionalized,” says Texas coach Mack 
Brown. “Wherever you are, you think that is the best 
league. Wherever you went to school, you want your 
school to be the best school in the best league. Now 
with the BCS, you get more credibility if you win it 
all. That's not going to change, and it is healthy.” 

But the dizzying 2007 season, in which teams 
ranked among the nation’s top 5 lost to unranked 
opponents 13 times, concluded with a distinctively 
southern feel: LSU and Georgia finished No. 1 and 
No. 2, respectively, in the Associated Press poll. And 
in the view of some coaches, the pertinent question 
entering this fall is not about which conference is 
strongest, but rather about the size of the gap be- 
tween the SEC and everyone else. “It is hard for the 
voters and the skeptics to think there are that many 
good teams in one league,” says Kentucky coach 
Rich Brooks. “Last year, our second- and third-place 
teams were as good as some of the championship 
teams in other BCS conferences.” 

The pendulum of conference dominance swings 
from one league to another every few years, but even 
some non-SEC coaches acknowledge that the SEC 
holds at least a slight edge. “I’m being as brutally 
honest as I can be,” says Purdue coach Joe Tiller, who 
painted this scenario: If Purdue's team included 90 
percent of players from Indiana, he says, the Boiler- 
makers might have a winning record. If Georgia’s 
team included 90 percent of players from the state of 
Georgia, Tiller says, the Bulldogs might win the na- 
tional championship. “There are fine football play- 
ers in Indiana — don’t get me wrong,” says Tiller, 
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defending his gridiron turf. “But there is spring foot- 
ball in the South; we have AAU basketball. We pro- 
duce basketball players; they produce football 
players.” 

Frustrated? 

“Can you tell?” Tiller says. “And I hayen’t even 
used any four-letter words.” 

For another coach, if you can’t beat ’em, rip ’em. 
One prominent head coach in the Midwest who 
asked not to be identified in this story said: “If you 
want to say one conference (is best), you would have 
to say the SEC. But I’m not sure if they want to 
compare graduation rates.” 

Leaving academic records aside, the SEC’s résumé 
is sterling. Five coaches — LSU’s Les Miles, Florida's 
Urban Meyer, Alabama's Nick Saban, Tennessee’s 
Phil Fulmer and South Carolina’s Steve Spurrier — 
have won national championships. SEC schools have 
won four of the past 10 national titles, including the 
last wo (LSU and Florida). 

In the view of some, the SEC last season was al- 
most too strong for its own good. No team emerged 
with fewer than two conference losses. Nine SEC 
teams were ranked at some point during the season. 
During a 16-day stretch, Kentucky played three 
schools — South Carolina, LSU and Florida — that 
were then ranked among the top 14. 

“In the old days, you had certain teams you knew 
were going to be strong, and the rest of the teams 
were just so-so,” says Woody McCorvey, Mississippi 
State's assistant head coach who has coached in the 
SEC since 1990. “Now that is not the case. You have 
guys every Saturday you have to worry about from 


“Itis so regionalized. Wherever you are, you think 
that is the best league. Wherever you went 

to school, you want your schoo! to be the 

best school in the best league.” 


— Texas coach Mack Brown 


an offensive standpoint, a defensive standpoint and 
even some kickers,” 

Vanderbilt coach Bobby Johnson does not know 
if the top-tier programs have gotten stronger, but 
says the middle- and lower-ranked programs have 
improved and “some roles have changed a little bit.” 

The league lost offensive standouts such as 
Arkansas running back Darren McFadden and Ken- 
tucky quarterback Andre Woodson but retained 
Heisman Trophy-winning quarterback Tim Tebow 
of Florida and Georgia running back Knowshon 
Moreno, who could enter the Heisman discussion. 
No shortage of athletes, as if there ever is. 

In that vein, Colorado coach Dan Hawkins recalls 
his first game at Boise State in 2001 against South 
Carolina: “Lou Holtz says, “Your guys can really roll 
their hips coming off the ball.’ I said, “Yeah, but look 
at the hips on your guys compared to the hips on 


our guys.’ They had some big guys up there. It is 
speed but also the size, strength and athleticism quo- 
tient as well.” 

Some in the SEC boast of a speed advantage over 
other schools. Oregon State coach Mike Riley, cit- 
ing his experience in college and as an NFL head 
coach, says the disparity in speed is usually legiti- 
mate. When the Beavers played at LSU in 2004, “I 
said, “Thank God it rained before the game, maybe 
it slows them down some.’ The athleticism in that 
conference can be unreal.” 

While acknowledging that the SEC perennially 
produces great athletes and teams, Texas’ Brown says: 
“To say there is a disparity in speed between SEC 
teams and the other great teams in America would be 
wrong. USC is as fast as anybody. We feel like we 
have great speed at Texas. You look at Oklahoma, 
around the country, and there has been a fallacy that 
the South is always faster than the North for many, 
many years.” 

The perceived speed advantage was trumpeted be- 
fore the last two national title games. Kentucky’s 
Brooks believes one or two teams in each of the other 
BCS leagues have defenses with as much speed and 
physicality that eight or nine SEC teams possess, and 
that it was evident in the last two national title 
games. “Ohio State was a very productive, high-scor- 
ing team, and they could not block Florida's front,” 
Brooks says. “This year, they couldn’t block LSU's 
front. It’s a very difficult thing to match up with 
when you don't see it on a week-to-week basis.” 

Asa result, Ohio State's results in the past two na- 
tional title games —losing two games by a combined 
score of 79-38 — have been used as evidence of the 
Big Ten’s inferiority. The Buckeyes are 0-9 all-time 
against SEC teams in bowl games. 

Purdue’s Tiller believes Ohio State held its own 
against LSU but says the Buckeyes did get “man- 
handled by Florida, which was a little better pre- 
pared, hungrier and they had great talent. They 
might have been one of the better SEC teams of all 
time.” 

Tiller also suggests that some Big Ten schools were 
at a geographical disadvantage last bowl season. USC 
blasted Illinois, 49-17, in the Rose Bowl. LSU 
scored 31 straight points against Ohio State in New 
Orleans. Michigan travelled to Orlando to beat 
Florida in the Capital One Bowl, and Penn State 
beat Texas AXM in the Alamo Bowl in San Antonio. 
“That is never pointed out or it is a small asterisk,” 
Tiller says. 

lowa coach Kirk Ferentz cautions fans about mak- 
ing conference-wide generalizations, suggesting it is 
unfair to criticize a team that reached back-to-back 
national championship games. “I look at the Buffalo 
Bills and the Minnesota Vikings,” two NFL teams 
that each lost four Super Bowls, Ferentz says. “You 
wouldn't mind being there. There are a lot worse 
places to be in life” than reaching consecutive BCS 
title games. 

Ferentz also recalls a sky-is-falling tenor that ex- 
isted at the Big Ten meetings before the 2002 sea- 


son. By season's end, three teams — Ohio State, 
Iowa and Michigan — were ranked in the top 10 


and Ohio State had won the national championship. CONFERENCE 
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Perceptions can change fast. = J et ef Se 

If there is a league that can challenge the SEC this 
season, it is the Big 12. Texas Tech coach Mike Leach 
believes the debate over strongest conference is be- 
tween the Big 12 and the SEC, adding that the 
strongest single division in college football is the Big 
12 South, which could have three national con- 
tenders this fall with Oklahoma, Texas and Texas 
‘Tech. In recent years, the biggest criticism of the Big 
12 concerned the perceived lack of strength in the 
North Division, but the rise of Missouri and Kansas 
last season helped quiet critics, at least for a season. 
“A couple years ago,” Hawkins says, “they wanted to 
run Gary (Pinkel at Missouri) and Mark (Mangino 
at Kansas) out and now look at them.” 

One offensive coordinator with Pac-10 ties says 
the SEC is slightly superior to the ACC and Pac-10 
in terms of speed and athleticism and that, in the 
Big 12, there is a drop-off in athleticism after the top 
four teams, adding that the Big 12 is “coached well. 
Those kids are hard, tough kids. The whole confer- 
ence is full of Texas kids who have been playing foot- 
ball since they were little and coached well and 
extremely hard — very well-coached, hard, tough 
and blue-collar.” 

Oklahoma coach Bob Stoops believes the entire 
league could be stronger largely because of the re- 
turn of 11 of 12 quarterbacks. As many as five quar- 
terbacks — Oklahoma's Sam Bradford, Texas's Colt 
McCoy, Missouri’s Chase Daniel, Texas Tech’s Gra- 


“There are fine football players in Indiana— don't get 
me wrong. But there is spring football in the South; 
we have AAU basketball. We produce basketball 
players; they produce football players.” 


— Purdue coach Joe Tiller 


ham Harrell and Kansas’s Todd Reesing — could be 
mentioned in Heisman discussions throughout the 
season. And two of the league’s wide receivers — 
Texas Tech's Michael Crabtree and Missouri’s Jeremy 
Maclin — could also join the Heisman conversation. 

“A statement has been made about those quarter- 
backs nationwide,” says Robert McFarland, lowa 
State’s offensive coordinator. “People know those 
names; they know who those guys are.” 

What hurt the Big 12 last season was a conference 
title game. Then-No. 1 Missouri was in position to 
play for the national title, but the Tigers lost to Okla- 
homa in the Big 12 championship and wound up 
excluded from a BCS game. Ohio State, on the other 
hand, rose in the BCS standings without playing in 
a conference championship. “Everyone should have 
one or no one should have one,” Leach says of con- 
ference championships games. “It puts an extra strain 
on the teams that have to play them. I’m not op- 
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posed to playing them, but every conference should 
do the same thing.” 

One conference that could have used a conference 
title game last season was the Pac-10. USC was one 
of five two-loss teams in contention to play Ohio 
State in the national championship game. The Tro- 
jans were playing as well as anyone nationally but, 
unlike LSU, had no way to improve their position 
with a potential conference championship game vic- 
tory. 

While the Trojans have carried the conference flag 
for most of the decade, other teams have emerged 
from year to year on the national radar. USC has set 
such a standard by winning six consecutive Pac-10 ti- 
tles that “you either had to get better or fall off the 
edge of the world,” says Oregon State's Riley, whose 
Beavers have won the second-most Pac-10 games 
over the past two seasons. 

LSU coach Les Miles set the tenor for the 2007 
season last summer when he said USC had a much 
easier road to travel to reach the national title game 
and sarcastically called some of the Trojans’ Pac-10 
opponents “real juggernauts.” Riley wasn't surprised 
that Miles harbored those feelings but was a little 
surprised Miles voiced those thoughts publicly. He 
believes the Pac-10 is somewhat overshadowed na- 
tionally, particularly with late start times on the East 
Coast, and, along with Arizona State coach Dennis 
Erickson, feels out-of-conference performance helps 
garner conference-wide respect. The Pac-10 got off 
to a good start last season when California pounded 
Tennessee in a highly anticipated prime-time match- 
up. The conference gets more marquee inter-confer- 
ence showdowns this season when USC hosts Ohio 
State on Sept. 13 and Arizona State hosts Georgia 
on Sept. 20. Erickson says watching tape of Georgia 
has been a “frightening” experience that has left him 
awake at night in cold sweats. But he believes “day in 
and day out, the Pac-10 can play with the SEC.” 

The reputations of two other BCS conferences — 
the ACC and Big East — have gone in opposite di- 
rections the past few years. 

When two of the Big East's stalwarts, Virginia Tech 
and Miami, departed for the ACC in 2004 and 
Boston College joined the ACC a year later, it was 
seen by some as the beginning of the end of the Big 
East as a nationally relevant football conference. Some 
wondered whether the conference should retain an 
automatic BCS berth. When Dave Wannstedt took 
the head coaching job at Pittsburgh in December 
2004, he moved into a league searching for an iden- 
tity and perennial powers. “Coming back and getting 
into the Big East conference — with Louisville and 
Cincinnati coming in and Rutgers already in —I felt 
it would be a lot easier and not as competitive as it is,” 
says Wannstedt. “After being here a couple years, I 
think our league's non-conference record speaks for 
itself. For whatever reason, no one wants to give us 
our full due.” 

That is no longer the case. West Virginia was a 
victory against Pittsburgh away from playing for the 
national title. Louisville was a national contender 


under former coach Bobby Petrino. Even Rutgers 
and South Florida, which won at Auburn last sea- 
son, have been ranked among the top 10 in recent 
years. 

The ACC, on the other hand, might have more 
recognizable programs from a national perspective, 
but the league has not had a team play for the na- 
tional title since expansion. What's more, ACC 
teams were 2-6 in bowl games last season. Miami 
and Florida State have regressed, nationally ranked 
Boston College stumbled down the stretch last sea- 
son, and in an early-season game billed as a marquee 
inter-conference showdown, LSU pounded one of 
the ACC’s best, Virginia Tech, 48-7, in Baton 
Rouge. This season, while Clemson appears the most 
talented team, there might not be a legitimate na- 
tional title contender among the 12 ACC teams. 

When asked if he is surprised that no ACC team 
has played for the national championship since ex- 
pansion, Maryland coach Ralph Friedgen says: “I 
think we're our own worst enemy there. What makes 
it so tough is there is such parity. We play against 
each other and we get beat up and someone doesn't 
beat someone that should beat somebody. From top 
to bottom, we're fairly close. 

“You see a lot of leagues where they have three or 
four very good teams and then at the bottom they 
are not quite as good. You can't say that about the 
ACC. Very, very balanced.” 

Regardless of how mediocre the ACC, Big East or 
any BCS conference is, the champion still earns a 
berth in one of five BCS games. In 2004, Pittsburgh 
made the Fiesta Bowl with a middling 8-3 record 


CONFERENCE 
ae eee 


| 4 t= 
= 


“It's all about debates. That is what separates 
this sport from any other sport at any level. 
It's kind of like, well, choosing a national 
champion without a true playoff system,” 


— Arizona State coach Dennis Erickson 


before losing handily to Utah, a non-BCS team. “I 
don't like the fact that a weaker conference can win 
eight games and be automatically in the BCS,” says 
‘Texas's Brown, without criticizing a specific confer- 
ence. “What we are doing then is we have a place for 
conference champions to play at the end of the year. 
It’s not the Bowl Championship Series then, it’s the 
Conference Championship Series.” 

Stoops, however, believes that it is splitting hairs 
to compare the top teams in two power conferences, 
because the top two teams in any BCS league could 
play anyone competitively in other leagues. That 
may be true, but the fans who sang the praises of the 
SEC in the final minutes of January's national cham- 
pionship game would disagree. 

“It’s all about debates,” Erickson says. “That is 
what separates this sport from any other sport at any 
level. It's kind of like, well, choosing a national 
champion without a true playoff system.” 


Stephen Brashear 
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So much for that old expression, “No sophomore 
has ever won a Heisman Trophy.” We'll never 
hear that one again. Tim Tebow finally set the 
precedent, and deservedly so, in his second year 
in Gainesville. It took former Gator quarter- 
backs Steve Spurrier and Danny Wuerffel four 
years to capture their Heismans, and they were 
superstars. Here's another first: No player in 
NCAA history had ever run and thrown for 20 
touchdowns each in the same season, and 
Tebow ran for 23 and threw for 32 last fall. 

Whatever Tebow manages to do for an en- 
core, he will have weapons galore. Running-re- 
ceiving threat Percy Harvin is back with a 
9.6-yard career rushing average, 93 pass recep- 
tions and 15 touchdowns. Tebow and Harvin 
finished as the top two rushers on the team last 
year, but it’s a pretty safe guess that Tebow will 
act more like a conventional quarterback and 
Harvin more like a wide receiver this year due 
to an upgrade in the backfield. Former Parade 
All-American Emmanuel Moody is now eligi- 
ble after transferring from USC, where he 
started four early-season games in 2006, lead- 
ing the Trojans in rushing in three of them and 
averaging 5.8 yards per carry with two scores. 
Highly regarded 2007 recruit Chris Rainey also 
could break out after missing most of last season 
with a shoulder injury. Tight end Cornelius In- 
gram, with seven touchdown receptions last fall, and coveted junior college transfer Carl Moore 
join Harvin in arguably the best receiving corps in America. Veteran guard Jim Tartt spearheads 
an offensive line that boasts the return of eight players from last year’s two-deep. 

Defensively, end Derrick Harvey split for the pros with a year left, and he will be hard to 
replace. But the front four is well-stocked regardless, and the back seven should be strong as 
well. Consensus first-team All-SEC returnee Brandon Spikes amassed 131 tackles, 16 for a 
loss, broke up seven passes and recovered three fumbles, and leads the conference's top line- 
backer corps back into action in 2008. Dustin Doe pitched in with 85 stops and returned a 
fumble 19 yards for a touchdown in the Tennessee game. Cornerback Wondy Pierre-Louis re- 
turned his first career interception 25 yards for a touchdown versus Georgia last season, and 
sophomore safety Major Wright, who made plays all over the field as a true freshman, is going 
to be a force in the SEC. 

The crucial conference games are the trip to Tennessee on Sept. 20, the visit from LSU on 
Oct. 11 and Georgia in Jacksonville on Nov. 1. The Florida State game is in Tallahassee for the 


regular-season finale. 


» Not just a runner Tebow finished second in the nation in passing efficiency last fall. 

» Drive alive Florida led the nation in third-down conversion percentage last season, turning 78 of 
146 (53.4 percent) into first downs. 

» Making their points The 2007 Gators finished third in the FBS in scoring offense with 42.5 points 
per game. 
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The bad news is that the Buckeyes looked altogether uncompetitive in the last two BCS Cham- 
pionship games. The good news is that 2008 was their target year all along. And in the re- 
cruiting coup of the year, Ohio State won the Terrelle Pryor sweepstakes. Pryor is a 6'6" 
dual-threat quarterback whose football exploits at Jeannette (Pa.) High School defy de- 
scription. Todd Boeckman, who quarterbacked the scarlet and gray to the title game, com- 
pleting 63.9 percent of his passes for 2,379 yards and 25 touchdowns, didn’t come back 
for his fifth year to tote a clipboard. But Pryor won't ride the pine either — there will be 
an offensive package designed to utilize his skills, and his time on the field will increase 


commensurate with his comfort zone 

as the season progresses. 
i HI 0 STAT However the quarterback rotation 
: S eee shakes out, it will be aided and abetted 
RIN KEYES by tailback Chris Wells, who shredded 
DULALICO opposing defenses for 1,609 yards (5.9 
per carry) and 15 touchdowns last fall, a 
veteran offensive line anchored by All-America left tackle Alex Boone, and all of the top 
pass-catchers from a year ago. Senior wideout Brian Robiskie averaged 17 yards on 55 catches 

and scored 11 times. 

The Ohio State defense was statistically the nation’s best last fall, allowing only 233.0 total 
yards and 12.8 points per game, and new starters are needed at only two positions. The top 
two tacklers — 2007 Butkus Award winner James Laurinaitis and Marcus Freeman — are 
back at their linebacker posts. The secondary, featuring All-America cornerback Malcolm 
Jenkins, returns intact after topping the national charts with 150.2 yards surrendered through 
the air. 

The Buckeyes travel to Wisconsin on Oct. 4 and host Penn State on the 25th and Michi- 
gan in the Nov. 22 finale. But the game at USC on Sept. 13 will already have set the tone 
for the season. 


Ministers of defense The 2007 Buckeyes finished No. 1 nationally in total defense, scoring defense and pass defense, and third against the run. 
0-for-the SEC Ohio State is now winless in nine bow! matchups against teams from the Southeastern Conference. 
Silver lining Lost in the rubble of a 38-24 loss to LSU in New Orleans were Laurinaitis’ BCS Title game-record 18 tackles. 


PRESEASON CDE 25 


No Allen Patrick? No Malcolm Kelly? No problem. Quarterback Sam Bradford took the reins of Bob Stoops’ 
offense as a redshirt freshman in 2007 and captured the nation’s passing efficiency crown, with Heisman 
Trophy winner Tim Tebow coming in second. Bradford set a new NCAA freshman record with 36 touch- 
down passes, bettering the old mark by seven. He had consecutive completion streaks of 22 and 21, twice 
beating the old school record of 18 set by Jason White. And he threw five touchdown passes in a game 
twice, against Miami and Texas A&M. 

Bradford's favorite target should be Juaquin Iglesias, more than half of whose 128 career receptions came 
last season. Iglesias scored five times on 68 catches and averaged 10.9 yards on eight rushes. 

DeMarco Murray ran for 764 yards, 6.0 per carry and a team-high 13 touchdowns last season as a 
freshman. He ran back two kickoffs for touchdowns and scored on a 92-yard run from scrimmage. If he 
can rebound full-speed from a dislocated kneecap that cut his season short, and freshman Jermie Calhoun 
is all he’s cracked up to be, look out for the 
Sooners on the ground, especially since all 


five starters and two top backups are back in Gy KLAH 0 MA 
the O-Line. The left side, where tackle Phil 

Loadhold and guard Duke Robinson line up, 

is particularly stout. S O O N F RS 


The defensive front four should be a team 
strength, anchored by end Auston English and tackle Gerald McCoy, but linebacker Curtis Lofton, the 
Sooners’ leading tackler, and cornerback Reggie Smith both left for the pros with remaining eligibility. 
Defensive coordinator Brent Venables will shore up the back seven around linebacker Ryan Reynolds and 
safety Nic Harris. 

The Sept. 27 matchup against TCU appears to be this year's stiffest out-of-conference test, but the 
competition really heats up with consecutive midseason tilts against Texas in Dallas, and Kansas in Nor- 
man. Nebraska and Texas Tech both must visit Memorial Stadium in November. 

Double-digit wins Oklahoma has won at least 10 games in a season on 30 occasions, more than any other 
school in the country. 

Long distance The Sooners led the nation in kickoff returns last fall, averaging 28.3 yards on 56 runbacks. 
Their own league Oklahoma has won 41 conference championships in 93 years as a league member — that’s 
44 percent of the time. 


Ohio State: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports; Oklahoma: Danny Murphy/Athion SPorts 
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For all of the overabundance of high school phenoms flocking to USC during the Pete Carroll era, the most 

important player on the 2008 roster might be a transfer from Arkansas. Damian Williams, a five-game 

starter for the Razorbacks as a true freshman in ’06, could stir up a wide receiver corps that underper- 

formed spectacularly last fall. Patrick Turner, Vidal Hazelton, David Ausberry and Ronald Johnson need 

to turn their vast potential into production now that All-America tight end Fred Davis isn’t around for 
Trojan QBs to lean on anymore, and Williams could be the catalyst. 

Veteran quarterback Mark Sanchez, who started three games 

last season filling in for the injured John David Booty, beat out 

U = C Mitch Mustain (another Arkansas transfer) for the top job. 

Sanchez and Mustain are two of the most highly rated pro-style 

quarterback prospects to emerge from the high school ranks over 

TROJ A N S the last four years. Only one full-time starter — guard Jeff Byers 

— returns in the offensive line, but there is an abundance of can- 

didates with game experience, including three who started eight 

games among them as freshmen last year. Leading rusher Chauncey Washington has moved on, and yet 

the tailback picture is almost too crowded. Stafon Johnson averaged nearly seven yards on 98 carries with 

five touchdown jaunts last season, and he will be sharing the load in 2008 with exciting sophomore Joe 

McKnight and probably one or two others. The ball-carriers will follow Stanley Havili, one of the nation’s 

best fullbacks, into the line. 

On defense, the front four could feel the absence of end Lawrence Jackson and tackle Sedrick Ellis, but 
the back seven is arguably the nation’s most formidable. The last two Rose Bowl Defensive MVPs — 
Brian Cushing and two-time first-team All-Pac-10 performer Rey Maualuga — enter their senior year at 
linebacker as Butkus Award candidates. Kevin Ellison and Taylor Mays, both entering their third year as 
starters, comprise America’s top safety tandem. 

This is the year Ohio State has been targeting for a national title, and the Trojans will host the Buck- 
eyes in Game 2. In the even-year rotation, USC will host Notre Dame and travel across town to UCLA 
in the final two games. 


» The new standard USC is riding a six-year streak of 11-win seasons and has played in six consecutive BCS 
bowls — both NCAA records. 

» The Man Carroll is the nation’s winningest active coach at 84.4 percent (76-14). 

» Squeakers The few Trojan losses under Carroll have been by an average of 4.2 points, with only one by more 
than a touchdown. 
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The Bulldogs enter 2008 without an apparent weakness, although the receiving corps could use 
a spark. Heralded freshmen A.J. Green and Tavarres King are coming in at precisely the right 
time. Senior Mohamed Massaquoi returns at flanker with an even 100 career catches, and 
Tripp Chandler is one of the SEC's top pass-catching tight ends. Delivering the ball will be 
quarterback Matthew Stafford, who is steadily morphing from a thrower into a passer. He 
will have added some luster to his career stats — .545 completion rate, 26-to-23 TD-to- 
INT margin — by the time the season ends. 
Taking the pressure off the passing game will be one of the nation’s best running backs in 
Knowshon Moreno, who ran for 1,334 yards and 
14 scores and was named SEC Freshman of the 
Year. He will split carries this season (though prob- 
ably not as much as 50-50) with redshirt freshman 
B U |LDOGS Caleb King. Three freshmen, including two true 
freshmen, were pressed into service as full-time 
starters in the offensive line last season, and they 
paved the way to a seven-game winning streak to finish the season. 

Seven starters return on defense, including the top four tacklers. Geno Atkins, who racked 
up a team-high 14.5 tackles behind the line, leads the defensive line from his tackle spot. The 
linebacking corps returns intact, led by team-leading tackler Dannell Ellerbe (93 total stops, 
12 for losses). Juniors Asher Allen and Prince Miller, with four picks and 12 pass breakups 
between them, will once again hold down the corners. 

The Bulldogs will enjoy a week off between the Alabama and Tennessee contests, both at 
home in midseason. The Florida game in Jacksonville follows directly on the heels of a road 
trip to defending national champion LSU. 


» Fast company Knowshon Moreno’s 1,334 rushing yards last season trailed only Herschel 
Walker’s 1,616 in 1980 for Bulldog freshmen. 

» No. 2 and trying harder Georgia finished second in the SEC in red zone efficiency, scoring on 47 
of 53 trips, and in turnover margin (plus-9). 

» Quarterback down The 2007 Bulldogs led the SEC and tied for eighth nationally with 42 sacks 
on the season (3.2 per game). 


USC: Peter Brouillet; Georgia: Tim Clark/Athion Sports 
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The SYLVANIA Micro Mini CFL. It uses 75% less energy, saves $112 in energy costs and lasts 11 years. 
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SEE THE WORLD IN A NEW LIGHT 
SUSTAINED EXCELLENCE 


Missouri is currently riding what will be remembered forever as the 
Pinkel Era. It took coach Gary Pinkel seven years to get his program 
rolling, and now there may be no stopping it. The Tigers finished 
2007 in a New Year's Day bowl game for the first time in more 
than 40 years, achieved their highest-ever final ranking of fourth in 
the AP Poll, and return 15 starters from the best team in school 
history for 2008. 

The triggerman is quarterback Chase Daniel, the reigning Big 12 
Offensive Player of the Year. In 2007, Daniel set new school records 
with 4,559 yards of total offense, 4,306 passing yards and 33 
touchdown passes, and finished fourth in the Heisman voting. 
Tight end Chase Coffman and All-America wide receiver Jeremy 
Maclin both return after combining for 132 pass receptions a year 
ago. Coffman tied for the team-high with nine TD catches, and 
Maclin, the Big 12 co-Offensive Freshman of the Year, amassed the 
fifth-most all-purpose yards (running, receiving and returning 
kicks) in a single season in NCAA history. Jimmy Jackson ran for 
seven touchdowns in ’07 and will team with Derrick Washington 
to replace the production lost by tailback Tony Temple, a two-time 
1,000-yard rusher. 

The young Missouri defense emerged as one of the conference's 


best last season, and nine starters are back. Safety William Moore provides an All-America 

presence in the secondary after racking up 115 tackles and tying for first in the nation with 

eight interceptions. The linebacking corps of Sean Weatherspoon, Brock Christopher and 

TI GE RS Van Alexander returns intact. Weatherspoon, a first-team All-Big 12 returnee, paced the ’07 

Tigers in tackles with 127, 9.5 for a loss. End Stryker Sulak leads 
the charge up front. 

The 2008 season begins and ends with a rivalry game on a neu- 
tral field — Illinois in the opener in St. Louis, and the finale with 
Kansas in Kansas City’s Arrowhead Stadium. A road trip to Texas 
and a home date with Colorado come on consecutive late-October 
Saturdays. 
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» A season of firsts In 2007, Missouri claimed its first Big 12 North title, 
earned its first No. 1 national ranking, and posted its first 12-win season. 

» Maclin’s marks Maclin’s 99-yard kickoff return at K-State and his 2,776 all- 
purpose yards for the season are both NCAA freshman records. 

» More from Maclin Maclin’s kickoff return for a touchdown was the school’s 
first since 1982. 


Interim head coaches were 1-6 in bowl games this past postseason. The only winner was Bill Stewart, 
who took over in Morgantown following Rich Rodriguez's resignation and engineered the Moun- aie 
taineers’ stunning 48-28 Fiesta Bowl triumph over Oklahoma. For fans who may have been won- r oe ‘ 


PASS 


dering how the players would respond to their new coach, the early results are most encouraging. 
A returning starter at quar- 


terback is always a welcome 
WEST VIRGINIA === 
coach, and Stewart has one of 
MO U NTAI N FE F RS the best. Patrick White, the 
Big East Offensive Player of 
the Year the last two years 
running (pun intended), has no rival as a spread-option quarterback. White has been the starter 
since midway through his freshman year. As a junior last fall, he ran for 1,335 yards at 6.8 per carry, 
and threw for 1,724 yards on 144-of-216 attempts. He scored 14 touchdowns on the ground and 
threw for 14 more. Running back Steve Slaton took off for the NFL with a year of eligibility re- 
maining, but Noel Devine should step right in and flourish. Devine flashed glimpses of his enor- 
mous potential last year, averaging 8.6 yards per carry with six touchdowns in a limited role. White, 
Devine and their supporting cast will work behind arguably the nation’s best offensive line, with All- 
America tackle Ryan Stanchek and All-Big East guard Greg Isdaner holding down the left side. 
There is some rebuilding to be done on defense, but last year’s top two tacklers — linebackers 
Reed Williams and Mortty Ivy — will steady the unit until help arrives. 
There are potential landmines all over the schedule — at East Carolina and at Colorado in Sep- 
tember, home to Auburn in October, and the visit from South Florida in the Dec. 6 finale. But the 
one circled in red is the trip to Pitt on Nov. 28. 


» Happy New Year West Virginia is one of only two teams to have played in five straight New Year’s bowl 
games. The other is USC. 

» Padding his record White holds the Big East record for career rushing yards by a quarterback with 
3,506, and he still has a year to play. 

» Ground attack The 2007 Mountaineers finished third nationally in rushing offense with 297 yards per 
game, trailing only Navy and Air Force. 
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Missouri: Larry Smith; WVA; Bruce Schwartzman 
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Introducing the new innovative CT50™ 
Professional Cordless Staple Gun 


Introducing Arrow's new innovative quality 
tool, the CTS50™, More than just a sleek, light 
weight design, this cordless wonder is a rugged, 
heavy duty staple gun that appeals. to everyone, 
from the do-it-yourselfer to the contractor. 

The light weight 10.8v Lithium-ion battery 
guarantees more power, while firing up to 1500 
staples on a single charge. Its unique “on-board” 
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Forget about ever seeing a huddle again at Auburn, at least for as long as Tony Franklin is coordinat- 
ing Tommy Tuberville’s offense. On the heels of Al Borges’ termination, Tuberville brought in 
Franklin from the staff at Troy to install a spread offense. Franklin directed the attack in Auburn's 
23-20 Chick-fil-A Bowl win over Clemson, and gave Kodi Burns equal snaps at quarterback with 
now-departed Brandon Cox. Burns, just the kind of dual-threat quarterback the no-huddle spread 
offense requires to keep defenses off-balance, scored the game-winning touchdown on a seven-yard 

run in overtime. Chris Todd, a transfer from 

Texas Tech by way of Hutchinson (Kan.) Com- 

g \ AUBURN munity College, enrolled at Auburn in January 

i and has an equal shot at the job. 

a The Tigers’ top three ball-carriers — Ben 

Tate, Brad Lester and Mario Fannin — all re- 
vo, turn behind an offensive line that boasts five re- 
turning starters. Like Georgia, three of last year's 

O-line starters were freshmen. Unlike Georgia, all three of Auburn's were true freshmen. 

Tate led the ground game last fall with 903 yards and eight touchdowns. Lester pitched in with 
530 yards and Fannin posted a team-high 5.3-yard average on 84 carries. Wide receiver 
Rodgeriqus Smith is also back after a 52-catch, five touchdown campaign in ’07. 

Quentin Groves and Pat Sims are big losses from the defensive front four, but end Antonio 
Coleman returns after registering team highs with 18 tackles for a loss and 8.5 sacks last season, 
and he also batted down three passes at the line. The back seven is set with the linebacking corps 
returning two-deep and safety Zac Etheridge leading three returning starters in the secondary. 

The schedule favors Auburn in that LSU, Tennessee and Georgia all must visit Jordan-Hare Sta- 
dium. But there is a trip to West Virginia in October, and the 2008 Iron Bowl is slated for 
Tuscaloosa. 


» Bragging rights The 17—10 win over Alabama gave Auburn its longest-ever winning streak in that 
storied series at six games. 

» More sixes The 2007 Tigers finished sixth in the nation in pass defense, total defense and scoring de- 
fense. 

» Grounded Auburn fielded one of the nation’s least productive passing games last fall, coming in at 
103rd with 178 yards per game. 
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If football games are won and lost in the 
trenches, LSU will win a lot of football games 
this year. All-American Glenn Dorsey is gone, 


but it would be a mistake to underestimate the 
Bayou Bengals’ defensive line. The other three 2007 starters and all four second-stringers 
are returning to action. Kirston Pittman and Tyson Jackson comprise the most fearsome de- 
fensive end tandem in America. Pittman, who has been granted a sixth year by the NCAA, 
led the Tiger defense with 13.5 tackles for a loss and eight sacks, and in the Florida game he 
branched out and intercepted a pass from Tim Tebow. Jackson batted down 10 passes at the 
line. Coach Les Miles plans to play junior Ricky Jean-Francois, coming off a dominating 
performance in the BCS Championship game, at both tackle and end. 

Eight of the 10 players on last year’s offensive line two-deep are back for ’08, led by All-SEC 
performers Herman Johnson and Ciron Black. They will be clearing a path for running backs 
Keiland Williams and Charles Scott. Williams averaged 6.8 yards per carry last fall and scored 
on runs of 67 and 32 yards against Virginia Tech. There are concerns at quarterback after 
Ryan Perrilloux was dismissed from the team in May. Now, Gary Crowton will have to put 
his complex offense in the hands of either redshirt freshman Jarrett Lee or junior Andrew 
Hatch. The new quarterback will learn to get the ball to Brandon LaFell and Demetrius Byrd, 
who combined last fall for 85 catches, a 15-yard average and 11 touchdown grabs. 

With linebacker Ali Highsmith, safety Craig Steltz, and cornerbacks Chevis Jackson and 
Jonathan Zenon all gone, the defensive back seven will be restocked around linebacker Darry 
Beckwith and safeties Curtis Taylor and Danny McCray. 

The Tigers open the 2008 season at home against Appalachian State. (Uh-oh. Where did 
Miles play his college ball?) Trips to Auburn and Florida and home games against Georgia 
and Alabama highlight a tough conference slate. 


» Winners LSU is the only school to have won two BCS national championships. 

» Three-year tear The Tigers have won 34 games in Miles’ first three years, tying USC for the 
most wins in Division I-A over that span. 

» Go for it LSU led the nation in fourth-down efficiency last season, turning 13 of 16 (81.3 percent) 

into first downs. 
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If ever the stars were aligned for that elusive ACC title 
for Clemson during the Tommy Bowden era, it’s now. 
With weapons like Cullen Harper — one of the most 
accurate passers in the game — and the lethal one- 
two tailback punch of James Davis and C.J. Spiller, 
Tommy’s Tigers should ring in the New Year with 
their first BCS bid. 

Harper is a 65-percent passer who threw for 2,991 
yards and 27 touchdowns last fall. And his favorite 
targets both return in wideouts Aaron Kelly and Tyler 
Grisham, who combined for 148 receptions and 15 
touchdowns. Davis and Spiller have shredded oppo- 
nents’ defenses for 4,836 career rushing yards and 49 
touchdowns between them, and both can score from 
anywhere on the field. A question mark looms up 
front, however, with only one O-Line starter back 
from last year. 

Defensive coordinator Vic Koenning has eight re- 
turning starters to work with, but leading tackler Nick 
Watkins and sack man Phillip Merling aren't among 


them. The top returning tacklers are safeties Michael 
Hamlin and Chris Clemons. Hamlin and cornerback returnee Chris 
Chancellor nabbed four interceptions apiece in ’07. And the three re- 


TI GE RS turning starters in the front four — end Ricky Sapp and tackles Dorell 


Scott and Rashaad Jackson — broke through for 22 tackles behind the 
» Ball protection Clemson gave up only 12 turnovers in 13 games last fall, rank- 


line last season. 
The 2008 schedule is sandwiched between games against 
: ; : SEC teams — opening in the Georgia Dome against Alabama 
Ing second mn the nation. ; and closing at home with South Carolina. The Tigers must 
» Lighting it up The Tigers scored 430 points last season, a new school record. 
» Stubborn Clemson finished 2007 ranked ninth in the nation in total defense 
(306.8 yards per game) and tied for 10th in scoring defense (18.7 points per game). 


travel to Wake Forest and Florida State this year, but defend- 


ing league champion Virginia Tech is absent from the slate. 


The Longhorns are entering Year 3 of the Colt McCoy era. 
McCoy redshirted as a freshman in 2005, then started all 
26 games over the last two years. He has thrown for 5,873 
yards and 51 touchdowns, and he has completed a school- 
record 66.4 percent of his passes. His touchdown-to- 
interception ratio, however, could use some tightening up 
after taking a dip last season. Limas Sweed and Nate Jones 
are gone from the receiving corps, but Quan Cosby and 
Jordan Shipley are proven commodities, each with nine ca- 


TEXAS 
LONGHORNS 


reer TD grabs. Cosby has 120 career receptions, and Ship- 
ley picked up 15.4 yards per catch last season. 

The early departure of running back Jamaal Charles for 
the NFL puts the pressure on sophomore Vondrell McGee, a former Parade All-American who ran for» Climbing the charts With two 


eight scores last year, to step out of Charles’ shadow. Or else the pressure will be on the passing game to years left to play, McCoy already 
carry the load. McCoy is the top returning rusher. Six players saw regular action on the offensive line last stands sixth on Texas’ all-time list 
season, and four return. Chris Hall started at least one game at each of the five positions, while tackle with 5,873 passing yards and g 
Adam Ulatoski and guard Cedric Dockery both earned all-conference recognition. fourth with 51 touchdown passes. 5 
Graduation claimed two All-Big 12 first-teamers from the defense along with third-team All-America» Going bowling Texas has won four 5 
tackle Frank Okam, leaving end Brian Orakpo, the reigning Holiday Bowl MVP, and two-time All-Big consecutive bowl games for the 
12 linebacker Rashad Bobino to lead the unit into 2008. Ryan Palmer will provide veteran leadership in first time in school history. 5 
the secondary after breaking up 11 passes and recovering two fumbles in 2007. » Ten-win wonders Texas has won = 
There is a three-week stretch in October when the Longhorns will face Colorado in Boulder and Okla- 10 or more games in each of the g 
homa in Dallas, then entertain red-hot Missouri in Austin. The finale at home with Texas A&M is pre- last seven seasons, more than 5 
ceded by a week off following the game at Kansas. any other school. é 
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There are 19 starters from 2007 coming back for Wisconsin in ’08, but not one of them is a quar- 
terback. The only quarterback on the roster with significant experience is senior Allan Evridge, 
who transferred to Wisconsin from Kansas State after throwing for a Wildcat freshman record 
1,365 yards in nine games in 2005. Last year in Madison, Evridge was 5-of-12 while backing 
up Tyler Donovan. 

Evridge will have the top three receivers from last year’s team to work with in tight ends Travis 
Beckum and Garrett Graham and wide receiver Kyle Jefferson. The All-American Beckum led 
the team with 75 catches for just under 1,000 yards and six touchdowns. 

The deepest position on the team is 


running back. PJ. Hill is the headliner 

WI eS C 0 N S | N with 2,805 career rushing yards and 29 
touchdowns in only two seasons. He is 

BADGE RS only the third player to rush for more 

than 1,000 yards in each of his first two 


seasons at a school renowned for run- 
ning backs. Zach Brown also returns after starting the final four games of 07 for an injured 
Hill and was named Big Ten Player of the Week for a 250-yard, two-TD performance against 
Minnesota. Brown and Lance Smith-Williams ran for 997 yards and eight scores combined last 
fall. Only one 2007 starter is missing from the offensive line, where guard Kraig Urbik is the 
leader of the pack and redshirt freshman tackle Josh Oglesby is a future star. 

Though nine starters are back on defense, tackle Nick Hayden and cornerback Jack Ikeg- 
wuonu need to be replaced, and they were impact players. But so are returnees Matt Shaug- 
nessy at end, Jonathan Casillas and DeAndre Levy at linebacker, and Shane Carter at safety. 
Shaughnessy was named the team’s Defensive MVP after notching 18 tackles behind the line and 
five sacks, Casillas led the team in tackles with 96, and Carter was the Big Ten’s interception 


leader with seven. 
A trip to Fresno State in Game 3 highlights the non-conference schedule. At Michigan and home to Ohio State and 
Penn State fall on three consecutive Saturdays in October. 


» Rare honor Badger receiver-return man David Gilreath was the first true freshman to be named Big Ten Player of the Week 
since Ron Dayne in 1996. 

» Top tight end Travis Beckum led the nation’s tight ends in 2007 with 982 receiving yards. 

» Keep away Wisconsin finished first nationally in time of possession last season, owning the ball for 33:44 per game. 
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Kansas thrust itself into the national spotlight last season, coming within one win of perfection. The 
Jayhawks took an 11-0 record into the 2 ys. 3 matchup with Missouri in Kansas City and came 
up just short, but spent the offseason with a good taste in their mouths thanks to a 24-21 Or- 
ange Bowl win over Virginia Tech. Quarterback Todd Reesing, who threw a touchdown pass and 
ran for another in the Orange Bowl, is reason number one for optimism entering 2008. Nine 
returning starters on defense is reason number two. 

In his first season as a starter, Reesing connected on 62 percent of his passes for 3,476 yards 
and 33 touchdowns, and ran for three scores. With two years to play, he already holds school 
career records with 36 touchdown passes and five 300-yard passing games. Brandon McAnder- 
son is gone after an 1,135-yard, 5.9-per 
carry, 16-touchdown campaign, but Jake 


Sharp ran for 817 yards, 5.6 per carry and KAN SAS 
seven touchdowns as a backup and should 

slip right into McAnderson’s role as feature 

back. Dexton Fields has led the Jayhawks JAY H AW KS 


in receptions each of the last two seasons, 
and he’s back, but Marcus Henry was more of a home run threat, and he's gone. 

The top four tacklers return from 2007, led by first-team All-Big 12 linebacker Joe Mortensen 
(106 total stops) and followed by linebackers James Holt and Mike Rivera and safety Darrell 
Stuckey. Mortensen also paced the squad with 15 tackles behind the line. Safety Justin Thorn- 
ton notched five interceptions despite not cracking the starting lineup until late in the season, 
while Stuckey and cornerback Chris Harris pitched in with two picks apiece. 

The Colorado game this year is in Lawrence, but the Oklahoma game a week later is in Nor- 
man. In November, the Jayhawks will host Texas, then take a week off before taking on Missouri 
in Kansas City. 


» Give and take. Mostly take. Kansas led the nation in turnover margin last fall at plus-1.62 per game. 

» Long time coming The 2007 Jayhawks appeared in the school’s first January bowl game since 
1968. 

» Setting the standard Kansas set school per-game records last fall for total yards (479.8), passing 
yards (291.0) and points (42.8). 


Wisconsin: Brian Ebner; Kansas: Larry Smith 
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But it does. If we thought like everyone else, the Sierra wouldn’t have near the payload or towing capacity* Nor would it be the 
most fuel-efficient available V8 in a full-size truck* It’s proof that just because it hasn’t been done, doesn’t mean it can’t be done. 


THE SIERRA FROM GMC. WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE. 


Since taking over as Cougars’ coach three years ago, Bronco Mendenhall has put the Cougars back on 
the map. A 6-6 record in his inaugural year of 2005 has been followed by two straight 1 1-win sea- 
sons and a perfect 16-0 record in the Mountain West Conference. And he has the material on hand 
in 2008 to keep it rolling, at least on offense. 
Junior quarterback Max Hall is the triggerman. He threw for 
26 scores and almost 4,000 yards last fall, with a 60.1-percent 
BYU completion rate. His top four receivers all return as well. Tight end 
Dennis Pitta, who joined Hall on the All-MWC first team, com- 
bined with wide receiver Austin Collie for 115 receptions and 12 
CO J G A RS touchdown grabs, and Collie posted a team-high 16.9 yards per 
catch. Wideout Michael Reed pitched in with four TD catches. 
Running back Harvey Unga, the reigning MWC Freshman of 
the Year, is another valuable receiver with 44 catches out of the backfield last fall. He also set the con- 
ference’s freshman rushing record with 1,227 yards at 5.0 per carry. He scored 13 touchdowns on 
the ground and four more on pass receptions. An offensive line that returns four starters, led by 
guard Ray Feinga and tackle Dallas Reynolds, both 6'5", 330 pounds-plus, will keep Mendenhall’s 
high-octane offense firing on all cylinders. 

The defense loses its top two tacklers and the entire starting secondary from a year ago, but end 
Jan Jorgensen should once again cause opposing offenses some painful moments after a 20-tackle- 
for-a-loss, 14-sack sophomore campaign in ’07. Linebacker David Nixon posted 66 tackles, in- 
cluding 10 behind the line, and should steady things in the rebuilt back seven. 

BYU will test itself against the Pac-10 for two September contests — at Washington and home 


against UCLA. The Cougars will have to travel to take on their closest conference competitors — 
TCU on Oct. 16 and Utah in the Nov. 22 finale. 


» Sophomore sensation Hall became the Mountain West Conference’s most prolific sophomore quarter- 
back of all time with 3,848 yards. 

» Fantastic freshman Unga set a new MWC record with 1,840 all-purpose yards. 

» Friendly confines BYU is a perfect 12—0 at home over the last two years. 
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The Sun Devils enjoyed a three-game turnaround, from 7-6 and 
losing three of their last five games in 2006, to 10-3 in Dennis 
Erickson’s first season. For 2008, six starters are back on offense 
and seven on defense. Quarterback Rudy Carpenter has been 
characterized as tough more than anything else, but he is also 
remarkably skilled. Last year he completed 62 percent of his 
passes for 3,202 yards and 25 touchdowns. 

Carpenter's supporting cast looks generally familiar, with his 
top two receivers — Chris McGaha and Michael Jones — and 
leading rusher Keegan Herring also back for 08. McGaha and 


ARIZONA STATE 
SUN DEVILS 


Jones combined for 107 receptions at 15 yards per catch. Mc- 
Gaha led the team with 61 catches; Jones posted team highs 


with a 16.7-yard average and 10 touchdowns. Herring and Dmitri Nance ran for » lron man Carpenter has started 
more yards than any other teammate duo in the Pac-10 coming back for 2008. To- more consecutive games (31) than 


gether they rushed for 1,315 yards and 12 touchdowns in ’07. Their differing styles any other active quarterback in the 

— Herring is explosive and fast; Nance is a 220-pound power back — complement nation. 

each other beautifully. The offensive line will be rebuilt around gargantuan (6'6", » Possessive The 2007 Sun Devils 

336) guard Paul Fanaika, with Shawn Lauvao back at the other guard. held onto the football for an aver- 
Linebacker Travis Goethel is the top returning tackler, though safety Troy Nolan age of 33:08 per game, ranking 

is the most dynamic defender, having totaled 64 tackles and six interceptions last fall. He returned two _ third nationally. 

of his picks for scores. The front four is a veteran unit featuring returning starters Dexter Davis, Luis» Trifecta Erickson is the only coach 

Vasquez and David Smith. Ends Davis and Vasquez collected 25 tackles behind the line and 15 sacks be- to have been named Pac-10 Coach 

tween them a year ago. Smith picked off a pass from his tackle position and rumbled 18 yards with the of the Year at three different 

return. schools — Washington State, Ore- 
The Sun Devils and the Georgia Bulldogs will meet this year for the first time, at Sun Devil Stadium —_ gon State and Arizona State. 

on Sept. 20. The month of October features trips to California and USC and a home date with Oregon. 


BYU: Brad Schloss; AZ State: Stephen Brashear; Illinois: Peter Brouillet; 


Tennessee: Paul Levy 
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Juice Williams is determined to become more of a quarterback and less of an athlete who lines up 
under center and takes off with the ball. Progress was made when he improved his completion 
percentage from 39.5 as a freshman in 2006 to 57.3 last season, and he slightly upped his 
touchdown-to-interception ratio. And in the Rose Bow! the Illini signal-caller was 21-of-35 for 
245 yards against USC. But Williams is dangerous with the ball in his hands and room to run, 
having compiled over 1,300 rushing yards in his first two years. Eddie McGee, 29-of-55 in 10 
games last season, is still around for a change of pace. 

Arrelious Benn caught 54 passes in his first year as a collegian and was named Big Ten Fresh- 
man of the Year by both the media and coaches. He also averaged 4.9 yards on 32 rushing at- 

tempts. But he is a wide 

a | A receiver, and a replacement 

ILLI N 0 | a for Rashard Mendenhall, the 

most productive running 

back in the Big Ten last sea- 

son, remains a question 

mark. Junior Daniel Dufrene 

could be the man, though incoming freshman Mikel LeShoure likely will be in the mix. Three 
starters are back on the offensive line to help. 

Coach Ron Zook must replace his best defensive player in linebacker J Leman, who far out- 
paced the rest of the team with 132 tackles last season. The strength of the defense is up front, 
where three starters return to action. Will Davis, who led Illini defenders with 12.5 tackles for 
a loss and 9.5 sacks, leads the charge. Sophomore Josh Brent is an immovable, 6'2", 325-pound 
force in the middle. Junior Vontae Davis rates as one of the best cornerbacks in the nation. 

The 2008 conference slate opens up with trips to Penn State on Sept. 27 and Michigan a 
| week later. The Illini will also have to take on Wisconsin on the road, but Ohio State comes 
to Champaign-Urbana on Nov. 15. 


q) 


» Ground Illini Illinois has led the Big Ten in rushing for each of the last two years. 
» Turnaround Illinois’ seven-game improvement in the win column from 2006 to 2007 was the nation’s best. 
» Offensive The 2007 Illini set school records with 3,338 rushing yards and 5,525 total yards. 


PRESEASON D 


The Volunteers are rarely afraid to lean on their running game, and with a new starting quarterback, 
2008 will be true to form. Three talented tailbacks all are back to shoulder the load, with Arian 
Foster front and center. Foster ran for 1,193 yards and 12 touchdowns last 

fall. Montario Hardesty followed up with 373 tough yards and three scores. 5a Fr 
Lennon Creer, last year’s big-time running back recruit, showed flashes of | 


his potential with a 5.9-yard average on 36 attempts. All-America guard 
Anthony Parker leads five offensive line starters back into the trenches, so 
there should be openings for the backs to run through. 

Erik Ainge, the starting quarterback 
for most of the last four years, is gone. 

Former Parade All-American Jonathan 

Crompton enters his junior year with 

the reins of Phillip Fulmer’s offense in VO [ U NTE F RS 

his hands. Crompton, the North Car- 

olina native with 14 game appearances 

and one start under his belt, throws and runs with authority. One of the top wide receiver groups 
in the SEC — Lucas Taylor, Austin Rogers, and Josh Briscoe — will help ease Crompton’s tran- 
sition to starting status. The trio combined for 185 catches for 15 touchdowns and well over 
2,000 yards a year ago. 

Jerod Mayo’s early departure for the NFL leaves Rico McCoy as the top returning tackler 
with 106 total stops last fall. If Demetrice Morley and Eric Berry aren't the best safety tandem 
in college football, they're certainly one of the top three. Morley collected 51 tackles, including 
seven behind the line, and two interceptions in 2006 before sitting out last season. Berry inter- 
cepted five passes with 222 total return yards and a score as a true freshman last fall. Robert Ayers 
is back at end after leading the 2007 Vols in both tackles for a loss (12) and sacks (four). 

After returning from the Sept. 1 UCLA game in Pasadena, UT will host UAB before taking 
on Florida in Knoxville and Auburn on the road to close out the month. The Georgia game is 
in Athens on Oct. 11, and LSU is off the schedule this year. 


» Quarterback safety The 2007 Vols led the nation for fewest sacks allowed with four. 

» So close Foster is 685 yards shy of establishing a new Tennessee career rushing record. 

» Still No. 1 Fulmer’s winning percentage of .766 (147-45) is still the highest of all FBS coaches with 
10 or more years. 
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At a school known for changing quarterbacks on a yearly basis, Graham Harrell has brought stability to 
the position at Texas Tech. With Harrell entering his third year as the starter and wide receiver 
Michael Crabtree also back, coach Mike Leach’s Red Raiders should continue to throw the ball more 
prolifically than anyone else on the planet. 

As a sophomore in 2006, Harrell threw for 


4,555 yards, then followed that up last year by 
A E C | becoming the sixth player in NCAA history to 


throw for more than 5,000 yards in a season. 


He has completed 69 percent of his 1,385 ca- 

R F D RA| D E RS reer passes for 10,682 yards, and has thrown 
86 touchdown passes over the last two seasons 
alone. 

In 2007, Crabtree amassed the gaudiest receiving numbers of any freshman who ever played the 
game. He caught 134 passes for 1,962 yards and 22 touchdowns, became the school’s first unani- 
mous All-American since linebacker Zach Thomas in 1995 and won the Biletnikoff Award as the 
nation’s top receiver. 

All three of the running backs who shared the load in 2007 return, with Shannon Woods lead- 
ing the way after a 439-yard campaign. First-team All-Big 12 guard Louis Vasquez leads four re- 
turning starters back to action in the offensive line. There are eight starters back on defense, with 
linebacker Marlon Williams the top returning tackler. End Brandon Williams, who posted team 
highs with 12.5 tackles for a loss and six sacks, is back along with cornerback Jamar Wall, who led 
the team with five interceptions. 

Missouri is mercifully missing from the 2008 schedule, but Texas will come calling on Nov. 1. 
There is an open date before the trip to Oklahoma on Nov. 22. 


Harrell hits new high In the Red Raiders’ 31-28 win over Virginia on New Year’s Day, Harrell set a new 
Gator Bowl record with 407 passing yards. 

Atop the charts Crabtree led the nation in receptions, receiving yards and touchdown catches. 
Postseason regulars Mike Leach has coached Texas Tech to bow! games in each of the eight seasons since 
he took over in Lubbock. 


presEASOND OP 25 


The Ducks were in the national championship conversation last 
fall before the knee injury to quarterback Dennis Dixon si- 
lenced the talk. Or at least changed the subject to what could 
have been. Dixon and 1,722-yard rusher Jonathan Stewart are 
both gone now, leaving the ball in the hands of a first-time 
starting quarterback (Justin Roper or Nate Costa) and a run- 
ning back (LeGarrette Blount) new to campus. 


OREGON 
DUCKS 


Roper finished the season as Oregon's quarterback and set a 
Sun Bowl record with four touchdown passes in the 56-21 win 
over South Florida. And this was only his fifth game appearance 
of the year after opening the season fifth-string. Roper, a 6'6" 
pocket passer, or Costa, a more mobile sophomore who has 
been battling knee issues, both have an equal shot at the job 


going into the fall. Whoever lines up under center will have last year’s top two pass » The curse With a 34-24 loss to 
catchers to work with. Wide receiver Jaison Williams has caught 138 passes for 2,073 Arizona, Oregon became the fifth 
yards and 17 touchdowns over his career, and tight end Ed Dickson is back after a team to lose last season afteras-  @ 
43-reception, three-touchdown output in ’07. cending to No. 2 in the polls. 3 
Blount is the top-rated running back coming out of the junior college ranks this » Big loss Departed Duck tailback 3 
year (East Mississippi Community College). All-America center Max Unger and All- Jonathan Stewart finished sev- 
Pac-10 tackle Fenuki Tupou are stalwarts in a big, experienced, run-blocking line. enth in the nation in rushing last = 
Safety Patrick Chung and cornerback Walter Thurmond III are back after finishing 1-2 on the team season at 132.5 yards per game. g 8 
in tackles last season. Chung, a second-team All-American entering his fourth year as a starter, registered» Push ’em back Oregon defenders d 5 
117 tackles and two interceptions last season. Thurmond led the team with five interceptions and a led the nation last fall in tackles a 
whopping 18 pass breakups. End Nick Reed put up some impressive numbers of his own with 22.5 tack- for losses, with an average of 9.4 5 
les for a loss and 12 sacks, and he’s back to lead the charge up front. per game. 3 


USC, Arizona State and California are all midseason road games for the Ducks this season. The Civil 
War is slated for Corvallis on Dec. 1. 
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USF began playing intercollegiate football in 1997. It joined Division I-A in 2001, and by the seventh 
game of the 2007 season, the Bulls were the No. 2-ranked team in the country. The school’s en- 
tire meteoric rise has been overseen by coach Jim Leavitt, who was hired as head coach on Dec. 
12, 1995, before the program even existed. Of course, as the No. 2 team in the country, the Bulls 
lost. Their six-game winning streak to start the season ended with a 30-27 loss at Rutgers, but 
their 9-4 record in 2007 and the return of most of last year’s cast point to more success in ’08. 
The main weapon in Leavitt's arsenal is quarterback Matt Grothe, who paced the team in 
both passing and rushing last fall. He ran for 872 yards and 10 touchdowns, and completed 59 
percent of his passes for 2,670 yards and 14 more scores. Grothe shared ball-carrying responsi- 
bilities with Mike 
Ford, who ran for | if 
645 yards and 12 ] 
touchdowns as a 
true freshman B U LLS 
last year. Ford, a 
former five-star recruit from Sarasota, should begin to shoulder more of the 
rushing load now that he has a year’s experience under his belt. He was 
named Big East Offensive Player of the Week following his 140-yard, two- 
touchdown game against Louisville. The top four receivers are back to help 
Grothe become an even more proficient passer. Wide receivers Carlton 
Mitchell, Jessie Hester Jr. and Taurus Johnson teamed up for 106 receptions last fall and had four 
touchdown catches apiece. In the offensive line, only one starter needs to be replaced. 
Linebacker Tyron McKenzie, the leading tackler on last year’s team, leads seven returning de- 
fensive starters. End George Selvie, who can usually be found wreaking havoc in the opponent's 
backfield, is the centerpiece of the unit. Nate Allen returns at safety after picking off four passes 
last year and returning one for a score. 
The Bulls will host resurgent Kansas in a Sept. 12 matchup. Pitt and Rutgers also must visit Raymond James Stadium 
in 2008. The regular-season finale is a trip to Morgantown. 


» Ball hawks USF tied for first in the nation (with Cincinnati) in takeaways last season with 42. 
» Behind the lines Selvie led the nation in 2007 with 31.5 tackles for a loss, and finished second in sacks with 14.5. 
» Efficient The 2007 Bulls ranked eighth in the nation in pass efficiency defense. 
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Virginia Tech coach Frank Beamer has a pair of quarterbacks with complementary styles — Sean 
Glennon, the dropback passer, and Tyrod Taylor, the dual threat; and he has an offensive line 
with four returning starters. What he doesn’t have is a ball-carrier who has 


proven himself as an every-down back or a wide receiver who caught more 
than three passes in game action last year. 

Glennon was 143-of-235 for 1,796 yards and 12 touchdowns through 
the air while sharing the job with Taylor, who was 72-of-134 with five 


touchdown tosses. Taylor's value lies in his ability to create plays and turn 
a bad situation into something 


good. There is a host of candi- 

dates for the tailback job, VIRGINIA TECH 
though at the moment Taylor is 

the best ball-carrier on the 

team. The most accomplished H @ K | ES 


receivers back from last year are 

tight ends Sam Wheeler and Greg Boone, with 26 receptions and one touchdown between them. 
Converted quarterbacks Ike Whitaker and Cory Holt and speedy, athletic Zach Luckett will try 
to fill the void left by the graduation of the top four wide receivers. 

Replacing linebackers Xavier Adibi and Vince Hall and cornerback Brandon Flowers — last 
year's top three tacklers — is a challenge. But rover Kam Chancellor and linebacker Cam Mar- 
tin can pick up the slack. Orion Martin racked up 10.5 tackles for a loss and batted down five 
passes, and is back at end. Cornerback Victor “Macho” Harris, with five interceptions and one 
returned for a score last year, will slide over into the boundary corner vacated by Flowers. 

The Hokies will travel to North Carolina in September then to Boston College and Florida 
State back-to-back in October. Maryland and Virginia both come calling in Blacksburg in No- 
vember. 


» The defenders As usual, the Hokie defense ranked among the nation’s best last year, finishing fifth 
against the run, fourth overall and third against scoring. 

» Stopping drives The Virginia Tech defense also finished fourth nationally in third-down efficiency 
defense, allowing opponents to convert on only 65 of 223 attempts. 

» Double digits Virginia Tech has won 10 or more games in each of the last four seasons. 
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There was a time not long ago when a five-loss season at Rutgers would have been a cause for cel- 
ebration. Now that Greg Schiano has established the Scarlet Knights’ program as a player on the 
national stage, last year’s 8-5 record was seen as a letdown. 

Replacing running back Ray Rice is a tall order. Kordell Young and Mason Robinson are 
promising sophomores, but neither is proven yet. Mike Teel returns at quarterback after a jun- 
ior year in which he threw for 3,147 yards and set a school record with 20 touchdown passes. 
On the other end of Teel’s aerials again will be wideouts Tiquan Underwood and Kenny Britt, 
each of whom surpassed the 1,000-yard receiving mark last fall. They combined for 127 recep- 

tions, 15 for scores, and both averaged 


more than 16 yards per catch. Kevin 
RUTG ERS Brock contributed 23 catches from his 
tight end spot. 
SCAR [ ET K IN 1é HTS The offensive line surrendered only 
10 sacks last season and paved the way 


for Rice's amazing season, but three 
starters need to be replaced. Sophomore tackle Anthony Davis is the anchor. 

End Jamaal Westerman is the mainstay of the defensive line, having broken through oppo- 
nents’ lines for 14 tackles for a loss and eight sacks last year. The team’s leading tackler, Court- 
ney Greene, returns to his safety post after notching 101 total stops in 2007. Jason and Devin 
McCourty return at cornerback. Devin picked off two passes and scored with one; Jason notched 
a team-high 12 pass breakups. 

The 2008 schedule finds the toughest conference competition — West Virginia, Pittsburgh 
and South Florida — all hosting Rutgers at their places. The Louisville game is at Rutgers on 
Thursday, Dec. 4. 


» Yards and more yards The 2007 Scarlet Knights became the first team in NCAA history with a 3,000-yard passer, a 2,000- 
yard rusher and two 1,000-yard receivers all in the same season. 

» Conference first With 2,012 yards for the year, Rice became the first player in Big East history to rush for more than 2,000 
yards in a season. 

» No fly zone The Scarlet Knights finished 2007 ranked fifth in the nation in pass defense, giving up just 170.6 yards per game. 
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Penn State came in fifth in the Big Ten last season at 4-4 despite a 9-4 overall record. Coach Joe Pa- 
terno, ranked second to Florida State's Bobby Bowden among active FBS coaches with 372 wins 
to Bowden's 373, welcomes back eight starters on offense. But tailback Rodney Kinlaw, who ran 
for 1,329 yards in 2007, and quarterback Anthony Morelli aren't among them. 

At quarterback, Daryll Clark has the experience — he is 20-of-36 for his career 
verve. He came off the bench to run for 
50 yards, including an 11-yard touch- 
down burst, and spark the Lions to a PENN STATE 


24-17 Alamo Bowl win over Texas 


A&M. The other candidate is former N ITTANY LIO N S 
Parade All-American Pat Devlin, a 


drop-back passer with two years in the 
system and little experience. Clark should get the nod to start the season. 

The new tailback is sophomore Evan Royster, who scored the game-winning touchdown against 
Texas AXM on a 38-yard run, and posted a 6.3-yard average on 82 carries for the season. The of- 
fensive line, with five starters back and honors candidates in guard Rich Ohrnberger and center 
A.Q. Shipley, will clear the way. Derrick Williams, Deon Butler and Jordan Norwood are among 
the most productive pass-catchers in school history, and all are back for 2008. Last season, Williams 
led the team with 55 catches, Butler had a team-high 633 receiving yards, and Norwood led with 
five touchdown grabs. 

All-America linebacker Dan Connor must be replaced, and Sean Lee, whose 138 tackles last sea- 
son trailed only Connor's 145, was lost for the year with a knee injury in the spring. End Maurice 
Evans is an All-American who registered 21.5 tackles for a loss and 12.5 sacks last fall. Anthony 
Scirrotto is back at strong safety with 10 career interceptions to his credit. 

The Nittany Lions will face eight 2007 bowl teams in 2008. They will host Illinois, Michigan 
and Michigan State in Beaver Stadium, but must travel to Wisconsin and Ohio State. 


and the 


» Happy holidays Penn State’s 67.5 bow! winning percentage is second-best nationally among teams 
with at least 10 bowl victories. 

» Half a thousand The 2007 Alamo Bowl was Paterno’s 500th game as Penn State’s head coach. 

» Go for it The 2007 Nittany Lions finished second in the nation in fourth-down conversions, turning 11 
of 14 attempts into first downs. 


a 
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Wake Forest is enjoying the most successful period of its football history, and all the credit goes to 
its coach. Jim Grobe has instilled a disciplined, blue-collar approach to the game into his pro- 
gram and it has resulted in 20 wins over the last two years. 

Grobe’s field general is Riley Skinner, proud owner of school records for completion per- 
centage in a season (NCAA-high 72.4 percent last fall) and career (69.5 percent in his first two 
years). Skinner will be looking for some new targets this year, with Kenny Moore and tight 
end John Tereshinski no longer around. Chip Brinkman, a nine-game starter with 27 catches 
on the year, and Demir Boldin are situated atop the depth chart. Jordan Williams, the only 
true freshman to play for Wake last year, posted a team-high 15.7-yard average and caught a 

62-yard TD pass from Skin- 
ner in the NC State game. 

WAKE FO R E ST He will have a regular spot in 
the rotation. 

D F M O N [) FACO N S Grobe’s offense works best 
when the running game is 
clicking, and Josh Adams, 

who ran for 953 yards and 11 touchdowns last fall, is back at tailback. The offensive line re- 

quires some rebuilding, but guard Barrett McMillin and tackles Joe Birdsong and Jeff Griffin 
are proven performers. 

Nine starters are back on defense, including the top five tacklers. Leading tackler Chip 
Vaughn (106 total stops) is back at strong safety. Cornerback Alphonso Smith tied for first in 
the nation with eight interceptions and ran three back for scores. Linebacker Aaron Curry also 
scored three times on interception returns and notched 99 tackles, including 13.5 for a loss. 

The Deacs open their 2008 conference slate at Florida State on Sept. 20, following an open 
date. The Clemson game at Wake on Oct. 9 could have major ACC repercussions. 


» Getting to be a habit The Demon Deacons have been to bowl games in back-to-back seasons for the first time in school history. 
» Reliable Riley In only two seasons Skinner has tied a school record with 18 wins by a starting quarterback. 
» They’ve arrived Wake Forest is one of only 18 teams in the FBS to have won 20 games over the last two seasons. 


preseason OW 20 


If there is a BCS buster to look for in 2008 (and if BYU isn’t it), it’s 
probably going to be Fresno State. The Bulldogs are coming off a 
9-4 season with a 40-28 Humanitarian Bowl win over Georgia 
Tech to propel them into 2008. Reigning Humanitarian Bowl 
MVP Tom Brandstater returns for his senior year at quarterback. 
He completed 63 percent of his passes last year for 2,654 yards and 


FRESNO STATE 
BULLDOGS 


15 touchdowns, ran for three more scores and managed coach Pat 
Hill’s offense flawlessly. 

Brandstater’s favorite targets also return in wide receiver Marlon 
Moore and tight end Bear Pascoe. They caught 93 passes, nine for 
touchdowns, between them in 2007. Ryan Matthews turned in a 
huge freshman season with a team-high 866 rushing yards, aver- 


aging six yards per carry and scoring 14 touchdowns. Lonyae Miller, the starter, » Smart decisions Brandstater 
ran for 609 yards and seven scores. And with three starters back up front, 2008 threw just five interceptions all year, 
should bring more of the same. fewest by a Fresno State quarter- 


On the other side of the ball, the Bulldogs must replace WAC Defensive MVP back since Billy Volek’s three in 1999. 
Marcus Riley at linebacker, and team sack leader Tyler Clutts. The unit will be » Young upstart Matthews aver- 
rebuilt around linebacker Ben Jacobs and three returning starters in the second- aged 6.0 yards per carry as a fresh- 
ary. Tackle Jon Monga also returns after breaking through for 11 tackles for a loss man. He led the Bulldogs with 866 
and 6.5 sacks last fall. Junior A.J. Jefferson is dangerous in the return game. yards on the ground. 

The 2008 Bulldogs will tackle a brutal slate — but what’s new? Fresno plays at Rutgers, hosts Wisconsin» Going the distance Jefferson led 
and travels to UCLA all in the month of September. The WAC title could be settled on Nov. 28 when _ the nation last year with a 35.8-yard 
the Bulldogs visit Boise State. average on 26 kickoff returns. 
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Special Advertising Section 


2008 Johnny Unitas® 
Golden Arm Award“ 


presented by 


A aveavcate 


ften times college football fans and the media 
become so enthralled with touchdown passes, 
elusive runs, ferocious tackles and quarterback 
sacks that we lose sight of other important aspects 


of college athletics. The Golden Arm Award, 
presented annually to the top senior quarterback by the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Foundation, encapsulates all that is 
The 


performance on the field for sure. But it goes beyond 


positive in college sports. award acknowledges 
completion percentage and touchdown strikes. The award 
values character, citizenship, integrity and those who honor the 


game. 


“The winner of the Golden Arm Award is recognized not 
only for his athletic accomplishments, but also for his character, 
citizenship, scholastic achievement, leadership qualities, and 
athletic abilities,” says John Unitas, Jr., President of the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Educational Foundation, Inc. The Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Award bears the name of the man many 


refer to as the finest quarterback ever to play the game of 


football. 


In addition to honoring a player with the Johnny Unitas 
Golden Arm Award, the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm 
Educational Foundation, Inc., has awarded more than 
$550,000 in scholarships to deserving scholar-athletes from 


local area high schools both in Maryland and Kentucky. 


“Despite my Dad’s outstanding accomplishments, he never 
forgot his humble beginnings, and this won him a permanent 
place in the hearts of all who ever knew him,” notes Unitas, Jr. 
“Giving life to his commitment to ‘give back,’ the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Educational Foundation, Inc., 
established to promote football on all levels by providing 


was 


financial aid to deserving young athletes.” 


2007 


MATT RYAN 


BOS PONOUCOLPEGE 


TOP SENIOR QUARTERBACKS FOR 2008 


C.J. BACHER, NORTHWESTERN 
TODD BOECKMAN, OHIO STATE 
TOM BRANDSTATER, FRESNO STATE 
HUNTER CANTWELL, LOUISVILLE 

RUDY CARPENTER, ARIZONA STATE 
CHASE CLEMENT, RICE 

CHASE DANIEL, MISSOURI 

JOE GANZ, NEBRASKA 

CULLEN HARPER, CLEMSON 

GRAHAM HARRELL, TEXAS TECH 

CHASE HOLBROOK, NEW MEXICO STATE 
BRIAN HOYER, MICHIGAN STATE 

BRIAN JOHNSON, UTAH 

TYLER LORENZEN, CONNECTICUT 
STEPHEN MCGEE, TEXAS A&M 

CURTIS PAINTER, PURDUE 

JOHN PARKER WILSON, ALABAMA 

MIKE TEEL, RUTGERS 
WILLIE TUITAMA, ARIZONA 
PAT WHITE, WEST VIRGINIA 
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Zach Johnson, 2007 Masters’ champion 


america has built its reputation on over 100 years of 


successful financial strategies.* 


Ask your financial professional how Transamerica can help your | RANS AN {ERICA 


financial strategy succeed. 
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FIRST TEAM OFFENSE 


QB TIM TEBOW, FLORIDA 
63" 292. JUNIOR 
The first sophomore ever to win the Heisman Trophy, Tebow 
started all 13 games and accounted for 55 touchdowns — 32 
through the air and 23 on the ground. He led the Gators in 
rushing with 895 yards, amassed 4,181 yards of total of- 
fense, and became the first player in NCAA 
history to run and throw for 20 or more 
touchdowns each in the same season. 


RB KNOWSHON MORENO, GEORGIA 
5'11" 207 SOPHOMORE 
The SEC’s reigning Freshman of the Year and 
a consensus 2007 all-conference selection, 
Moreno ran over, around and through oppos- 
ing defenses to the tune of 1,334 yards. The 
New Jersey import averaged 103 rushing 
yards per game and 5.4 per carry, scored 14 
touchdowns and added 20 pass receptions 
to the Bulldog cause. 


RB CHRIS WELLS, OHIO STATE 
6'1" 237 JUNIOR 

Wells was a bright spot in the BCS Champi- 
onship game with 146 rushing yards and a 
65-yard run in the contest. The 2007 Buck- 
eyes’ Most Valuable Player, Wells ran for a school sophomore 
record 1,609 yards and 15 touchdowns for the year, averaging 
just under six yards per carry and eclipsing 
the century mark in nine separate games. 


WR MICHAEL CRABTREE, TEXAS TECH 
6'3" 208 SOPHOMORE 
Crabtree won the 2007 Biletnikoff Award 
after leading the nation and setting NCAA 
freshman records with 134 receptions, 1,962 
receiving yards and 22 TD catches. He was 
the Big 12’s co-Freshman of the Year and a 
unanimous first-team All-American. 


WR PERCY HARVIN, FLORIDA 

511". 178 JUNIOR 
In his two years as a Gator, Harvin has 
rushed for 1,192 yards — not bad for a wide 
receiver. He sports a 9.6-yard career rushing 
average with nine TDs. He has caught 93 
passes for 1,285 yards and six more scores. 
As a sophomore last season, the double-threat from Virginia 
Beach averaged 14.5 yards on 59 catches. 


TE TRAVIS BECKUM, WISCONSIN 

6'4" 223 SENIOR 
After spending his freshman year as a backup on defense and 
on special teams, Beckum has made a splash at tight end over 
the last two seasons. As a 2007 All-American, Beckum caught 
75 passes — 45 more than anybody else on the team. His 982 
receiving yards last fall topped the nation’s tight ends. 


MICHAEL CRABTREE 


OL ANTHONY PARKER, TENNESSEE 

6'3" 300 SENIOR 
A consensus first-team All-SEC honoree and second-team AP 
All-American in 2007, Parker returns for his final season as the 
spearhead of the Tennessee offensive line. Last season, he 
started 13 games at left guard for the Big Orange O-Line that 
led the nation with just four sacks allowed. 


OL DUKE ROBINSON, OKLAHOMA 

6.00) S40) “SENIOR 
Over the course of his starting career, the 2007 AP and AFCA 
first-team All-American has registered more than 200 knock- 
down blocks, including highs of 13 against Miami last year. He 
graded out at 85 percent as a blocker for the season. 


OL ANDRE SMITH, ALABAMA 

6'5" 340 JUNIOR 
Smith is a 340-pound load who has been entrenched as the 
starter at the crucial left tackle position for the Tide since the 
day he first enrolled in school as a 2006 freshman. Last year, he 
landed on the All-SEC first team and captured the Jacobs Block- 
ing Trophy as the conference’s best offensive lineman. 


OL RYAN STANCHEK, WEST VIRGINIA 

6'4" 300 SENIOR 
ae enters his fourth season as a regular. He was a 
Freshman All-American in 2005, second-team All-Big East in 
706, and FWAA first-team All-America in ’07. He had 103 knock- 
down blocks on a 2007 line that paved the way for almost 300 
rushing yards per game and facilitated 1,000-yard seasons for 
both Patrick White and Steve Slaton. 


C JONATHAN LUIGS, ARKANSAS 

6'4" 314 SENIOR 
Luigs spearheaded the line that cleared the way for two 1,000- 
yard rushers — Darren McFadden and Felix Jones. He actually 
graded higher on passing plays (96.9 percent) than on running 
plays (86.1 percent), grading out at 90.4 percent overall. He 
has been a consensus first-team All-SEC choice the last two 
years, won the Rimington Award last season as a junior and 
now enters his fourth year as a starter. 


K THOMAS WEBER, ARIZONA STATE 

6'1" 205 SOPHOMORE 
Weber, the 2007 Groza Award winner as the nation’s best 
kicker, set a school record by connecting on 17 straight field 
goals over the first nine games of the season. He missed only 
TRAVIS BECKUM one of his 25 attempts all year and landed on the All-Pac 10 and 
AP All-America first teams. 


P KEVIN HUBER, CINCINNATI 

6'2" 224 SENIOR 
Huber led the nation in 2007 with a 46.9-yard average on 57 
punts. On 26 of his boots (34 percent) he nailed Bearcat oppo- 
nents inside their own 20, and not one was blocked. Huber 
ended up on the All-Big East first team, and also was first-team 
AP All-America. 
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Crabtree: Layne Murdoch; Beckum: Bruce Schwartzman 


Evans: Bruce Schwartzman;Mays, Laurinaitis: John Grieshop 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE 


DT TERRILL BYRD, CINCINNATI 
6'0" 271 SENIOR 
Two years ago, Byrd registered 8.5 tackles behind the line. 
Last season, he doubled that number, coming away with a 
team-high 17, including 15 solos, for minus- 
77 yards. He also posted eight sacks from 
his inside position, seven of the solo variety, 
for 56 yards in losses. Byrd is a two-time 
first-team All-Big East honoree, and last 
year he landed on the AP All-America sec- 
ond-team. 


DT GERALD McCOY, OKLAHOMA 
6'4" 289 SOPHOMORE 
That stubborn clog in the middle of the 
Oklahoma defensive front, McCoy racked up 
6.5 tackles for a loss and a pair of sacks in 
2007. He logged two tackles behind the line, 
a sack and a quarterback hurry in OU’s reg- 
ular-season win over Missouri, and added 
two more tackles for a loss and a sack 
against Texas A&M. 


DE MAURICE EVANS, PENN STATE 
6'2" 264 JUNIOR 
Evans is a consensus first-team All-Big Ten 
returnee. Among his 54 total stops last fall 
were 21.5 for 117 yards in losses. He also 
registered 12.5 sacks for the year. In the 
win at Indiana, Evans racked up 4.5 tackles 
for a loss with 3.5 sacks and forced two 
fumbles, one of which he returned 55 yards 
to set up a field goal. He forced two fum- 
bles in the Alamo Bowl win over Texas A&M. 


DE GEORGE SELVIE, USF 

6'4" 242 JUNIOR 
Selvie has accumulated eye-popping num- 
bers: 46.5 tackles for a loss, 20 sacks, 22 
quarterback hurries and seven forced fum- 
bles over just the last two years. He led the 
nation last fall with 31.5 tackles behind the 
line, establishing a Big East record, and 
came in second nationally with 14.5 sacks. 
Selvie was named the Big East Defensive Player of the Year 
and was a consensus first-team All-America. 


LB JAMES LAURINAITIS, OHIO STATE 
6'3" 240 SENIOR 
In 2006, Laurinaitis won the Nagurski Award 
as the nation’s top defensive player. Last 
year, he added the Butkus Award as the na- 
tion’s best linebacker. He was also the Big 
Ten Defensive Player of the Year and a con- 
sensus All-American. Last year, he totaled 
121 stops, with 8.5 of them for losses and 
five sacks. He also picked off two passes. 


LB REY MAUALUGA, USC 

6'3" 250 SENIOR 
Maualuga drops into coverage better than 
the average 250-pounder, as his three ca- 
reer interceptions attest. He has 194 career 
tackles and has batted down eight pass at- 
tempts. He had 10.5 tackles behind the line, 
including six sacks, in 2007, and is a two- 
time first-team All-Pac-10 selection. 


JAMES LAURINAITIS 
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ALL-AMERICA 


LB SCOTT McKILLOP, PITTSBURGH 

6'2" 240 SENIOR 
McKillop led the nation in total tackles with 12.6 per game and 
finished second in solos with 8.2. Of his 151 total stops, nine 
were for losses totaling 31 yards. Of all the plays McKillop 
made last fall, none was bigger than the stop he made on West 
Virginia’s Steve Slaton on 4th-and-3 late in the fourth quarter, 
blunting a Mountaineer drive and securing the Panthers’ mem- 
orable 13-9 victory to close the season. McKillop was on the 
All-Big East first team and AP All-America third team. 


CB MIKE MICKENS, CINCINNATI 

6'0" 170 SENIOR 
Mickens was selected to the Football Writers Association of 
America All-America team as well as first-team All-Big East in 
2007 after a season in which he collected 53 tackles and six in- 
terceptions from his cornerback post. He ran two of his picks 
back for touchdowns, including a 79-yard streak up the sideline 
at then No. 20 USF. He has been a starter all three years in 
Cincinnati. 


CB ALPHONSO SMITH, WAKE FOREST 

59°) 197 =-SENIOR 
Smith tied for first nationally in 2007 with eight interceptions, 
and he ran three back for touchdowns. In two separate games, 
he picked off passes on the opponents’ first play from scrim- 
mage. On one of those occasions the opponent was Boston Col- 
lege’s Matt Ryan, and he scored on that one from 21 yards out. 
Smith snagged end zone interceptions against Florida State and 
NC State, and for good measure, he led the ACC in both passes 
defended with 18 and fumbles forced with four. 


S PATRICK CHUNG, OREGON 

6'0" 210 SENIOR 
Chung finished his debut season of 2005 as the team’s second- 
leading tackler with 58 total stops and was chosen the Pac-10’s 
Freshman of the Year. He registered half of his eight career 
INTs in 2006, when he also ran a punt back for a touchdown. 
Last season, he made first-team All-Pac-10 and second-team 
AP All-America by leading the Ducks in tackles with 117, includ- 
ing 7.5 for a loss, and added two picks and seven pass 
breakups. 


S TAYLOR MAYS, USC 

6'4" 225 ~=JUNIOR 
Mays moved into the lineup at free safety during the first game 
of his freshman season and has not relinquished the assign- 
ment. Mays’ 65 total stops in 2007 ranked third on the team, 
and he posted a career-best 12 in the Oregon game. He has 
registered 127 tackles, four interceptions and nine pass 
breakups his first two seasons, and he has received All-Amer- 
ica mention both years. 


KR A.J. JEFFERSON, FRESNO STATE 

6'1" 190 JUNIOR 
Jefferson holds Fresno State’s single-season and career 
records with two kickoff returns for touchdowns. He led the na- 
tion in with a 35.8-yard average on 26 runbacks and was named 
WAC Special Teams Player of the Week three times in 2007. 


PR JEREMY MACLIN, MISSOURI 

61" 200 SOPHOMORE 
Maclin was named first-team all-purpose back on both the All- 
Big 12 and AP All-America teams, leading the conference and 
finishing seventh nationally with 198 yards per game. He aver- 
aged 12.3 yards per punt return and brought two back all the 
way. 


SECOND TEAM 


QUARTERBACK 
Chase Daniel 


RUNNING BACKS 
Noel Devine 
Damion Fletcher 

WIDE RECEIVERS 
Aaron Kelly 
Jeremy Maclin 

TIGHT END 
Chase Coffman 


6'0" 


5'8" 
5'10" 


6'5" 
6'1" 


6'6" 


225 


170 
175 


190 
200 


245 


Sr. 


So. 


Jr. 


Sr. 


So. 


Si: 


Missouri 


West Virginia 
Southern Miss 


Clemson 
Missouri 


Missouri 


Ney Sports’| 2008 
PRESEASON ALL-AM RIC 
M 


TEA 


THIRD TEAM 


QUARTERBACK 
Patrick White 


RUNNING BACKS 
LeSean McCoy 
Javon Ringer 


WIDE RECEIVERS 
Arrelious Benn 
Brandon Gibson 

TIGHT END 
Darius Hill 


6'2" 


5'11" 
5'g" 


6'2" 
6'1" 


6'6" 


185 


210 
200 


214 
202 


West Virginia 


Pittsburgh 
Michigan State 


Illinois 
Washington State 


Ball State 


DAMION FLETCHER MALCOLM JENKINS LeSEAN McCOY VONTAE DAVIS 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Ciron Black 650 6514) une SESU Alex Boone 6'8" 312 Sr. Ohio State 
Jeff Byers 64" 285 Sr USC Ray Feinga 65 sslasee VBYU 
Michael Oher 6'5" 318 Sr Ole Miss Andrew Gardner 6'6" 297 Sr. Georgia Tech 
Louis Vasquez 6'6" 335 Sr Texas Tech Greg Isdaner 64" 315 Jr West Virginia 
C Alex Mack 6'5" 316 Sr California C Max Unger 6'5" 300 Sr Oregon 
DEFENSIVE ENDS DEFENSIVE ENDS 
Tyson Jackson 65 292--Se ISU Greg Hardy 6'4" 265 Jr Ole Miss 
Greg Middleton 6'3". 275 Jr Indiana Nick Reed 6'2" 255 Sr Oregon 
DEFENSIVE TACKLES DEFENSIVE TACKLES 
Mitch King 6'3" 264 Sr Iowa Geno Atkins 61" 290 Jr Georgia 
Vance Walker 6'2" 293 Sr  GeorgiaTech George Hypolite 6'L" 285 Sr Colorado 
LINEBACKERS LINEBACKERS 5 
Darry Beckwith 6f1*¥ —232-"See SLSU Brian Cushing 6'4" 240 Sr USC Fi 
Joe Mortensen 61" 250 Sr Kansas Adam Leonard 6'0" 235 Sr Hawaii H 
Brandon Spikes 6'3" 245 Jr Florida Clayton Mullins 6'2" 235 Sr Miami (Ohio) 5 
CORNERBACKS CORNERBACKS : 
Victor Harris 6'0" 192 Sr. Virginia Tech Vontae Davis 610" 204 ur. _ Illinois 1 
Malcolm Jenkins 61" 201 Sr. Ohio State D.J. Moore 5'10" 182 ur Vanderbilt ra 
SAFETIES SAFETIES : 
Eric Berry 5'1l" 195 So. Tennessee Nic Harris 6'3". 226 Sr Oklahoma Z 
William Moore 6'l" 230 Sr Missouri Derek Pegues 5'10" 196 Sr Mississippi State & 
SPECIALISTS SPECIALISTS H 
K Austin Starr 6'3" 204 Sr. Indiana K Jeff Wolfert 6'2" 185 Sr. Missouri 3 
P Louie Sakoda 5'10" 178 Sr Utah P Chris Miller 6'2". 211 Sr Ball State 5 
KR Marcus Herford 6'3" 208 Sr Kansas KR David Gilreath 5'11" 154 So. Wisconsin 5 
PR Brandon James 56". 179 Jr Florida PR Joe Burnett S185, 5Sk UGF 2 
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ATHLON AWARDS 


ATHLON SPORTS RANKS EVERY UNIT IN EACH CONFERENCE. A “1” SIGNIFIES THE BEST UNIT. 


athion Sd 


ATLANTIC COAST concrerence 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
BOSTON COLLEGE 8 11 3 6 1 3 12 
CLEMSON 1 1 1 11 2 10 1 
DUKE 5 10 5 12 5 7 11 
FLORIDA STATE 4 5 2 4 4 5 3 
GEORGIA TECH 10 6 12 10 3 11 10 
MARYLAND 7 9 6 1 11 4 9 
MIAMI 12 2 9 7 8 6 6 
NORTH CAROLINA 6 8 4 3 10 8 4 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE 9 4 8 5 6 12 7 
VIRGINIA 11 7 7 9 12 1 8 
VIRGINIA TECH 12 11 2 9 9 5 
WAKE FOREST 2 3 10 8 7 2 2 


BIG 12 coNFERENCE 


QB RB WR/TE OL 


o 
~ 
= 
a 
J 
wo 


BAYLOR 10 12 7 9 9 10 12 VIRGINIA LB ANTONIO APPLEBY 
COLORADO 11 9 9 10 6 5 9 
IOWA STATE 12 7 11 12 11 9 5 
KANSAS 3 4 4 4 3 1 1 
KANSAS STATE 9 11 10 8 5 6 8 
MISSOURI 1 6 1 6 4 2 7 
NEBRASKA 8 3 8 5 7 8 6 
OKLAHOMA 2 1 3 i 1 4 4 
OKLAHOMA STATE 7 8 6 7 12 11 11 
TEXAS 5 5 5 ) 2 3 10 
TEXAS A&M 6 2 12 11 10 12 3 
TEXAS TECH 4 10 2 3 8 7 2 


BIG EAST conrereNcE 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
CINCINNATI 6 8 2 7 4 5 1 
CONNECTICUT 5 4 8 5 2 = 3 
LOUISVILLE 4 5 7 2 3 6 SS) 
PITTSBURGH 8 2 3 6 5 3 7 
RUTGERS 3 7 1 3 6 7 2 
SOUTH FLORIDA 2 3 4 4 1 2 4 
SYRACUSE 7 6 5 8 8 8 8 
WEST VIRGINIA 1 1 6 1 7 1 6 


OKLAHOMA DT DeMARCUS GRANGER 
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BIG TEN CONFERENCE 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL 
ILLINOIS 2 8 4 4 2 G e 
INDIANA 4 10 8 7 9 6 5 
IOWA 8 11 3 6 bs) 5 8 
MICHIGAN 11 i 10 9 4 7 3 
MICHIGAN STATE 7 3 11 8 11 9 6 
MINNESOTA 6 9 7 11 10 10 11 
NORTHWESTERN 3 6 5 10 8 11 10 
OHIO STATE 1 2 1 1 3 1 1 
PENN STATE 10 5 2 3 1 4 2 
PURDUE 5 4 9 5 7 8 7 
WISCONSIN 9 i 6 2 6 2 9 


CONFERENCE USA | 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL 


EAST CAROLINA 6 8 11 3 1 G f 
HOUSTON 1 7 7 2 3 8 2 
MARSHALL 10 3 5 i 10 5 3 
MEMPHIS 7 10 2 8 5 7 9 
RICE 2 9 3 10 6 11 i 
SMU 5 5 8 12 ala 12 11 
SOUTHERN MISS 9 2 9 4 7 1 5 
TULANE 11 11 10 9 12 6 12 
TULSA 4 1 1 1 4 10 8 
UAB 12 12 12 11 9 4 10 
UCF 8 6 6 6 2 2 1 
UTEP 3 4 4 5 8 9 6 


MID- AMERICA CONFERENCE | 


RB WR/TE OL 


AKRON a 7 11 7 f 2 is 
BALL STATE 2 10 2 1 12 4 5 
BOWLING GREEN 3 9 5 12 4 6 2 
BUFFALO 5 5 7 5 10 13 3 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 1 1 1 2 9 10 10 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 10 11 12 2 11 5 11 
KENT STATE 8 3 13 3 3 3 12 
MIAMI 7 12 6 6 2 1 4 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 9 6 9 13 7 11 8 
OHIO 12 8 8 11 8 9 
TOLEDO 6 4 3 a 13 12 6 
TEMPLE 13 13 10 10 ul 2 7 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 4 2 a 8 6 8 1 


MOUNTAIN WEST CONFERENCE 


g 

F F RB WR/TE OL LB 

== AIR FORCE "7 8 6 6 2 9 "9 
BZ BYU teal 2 PE ora ety, 
5= — COLORADO STATE 9 4 9 a eee 
BNEW MEXICO eyeei2 Sram ormery< y ter od 
22 _ SAN DIEGO STATE a) 7 ae 
3 TCU eae 4 Se 
3 UNLV Of nd 1 4 6 Bee 38 
2) UTAH ag Fee ae 
23 WYOMING Remar y7. 5 a a See ets a | 
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ARIZONA 

ARIZONA STATE 
CALIFORNIA 
OREGON 

OREGON STATE 
STANFORD 

UCLA 

USC 

WASHINGTON 
WASHINGTON STATE 
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SOUTHEASTERN conrerence 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
ALABAMA 4 8 7 3 7 7 10 
ARKANSAS 8 9 12 6 4 10 12 
AUBURN 5 3 8 5 6 6 6 
FLORIDA i) 5 i 4 5 1 4 
GEORGIA 2 1 5 7 2 3 9 
KENTUCKY 10 7 10 9 8 12 i 
LSU 12 6 2 il il 4 8 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 9 4 11 11 10 8 1 
OLE MISS 6 11 6 8 9 9 11 
SOUTH CAROLINA 7 10 4 10 slat 2 3 
TENNESSEE 3 2 3 2 3 5 2 
VANDERBILT 11 12 9 12 12 11 5 


SUN BELT conrerence 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
ARKANSAS STATE 3 2 5 8 2 4 7 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 1 3 1 4 5 3 4 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL Zi. 8 8 5 6 7 5 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 4 b) 7 6 3 2 3 
NORTH TEXAS 5 if 2 if if 8 6 
UL LAFAYETTE 2 1 6 2 8 it 8 
UL MONROE 6 4 4 3 A 5 2 
TROY 8 6 3 1 1 6 1 


WESTERN ATHLETIC conrerence 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
BOISE STATE 5 1 1 8 6 4 2 
FRESNO STATE 1 2 3 1 1 5 1 
HAWAI! 4 8 8 3 5 1 8 
IDAHO 6 4 9 4 8 9 7 
LOUISIANA TECH 8 5 6 6 7 6 5 
NEVADA 2 3 5 2 4 3 9 
NEW MEXICO STATE 3 9 2 9 9 7 3 
SAN JOSE STATE 9 7 4 7 2 8 6 
UTAH STATE 7 6 7 5 3 2 a 


BOISE STATE WR JEREMY CHILDS 


Pohl: Craig Mitchelldyer; Doe: Al Kooistra; Childs: Ric Fogel 
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i T OF THE THRO 
~~) 


The New 2008 Suzuki Boulevard M109R. 


Own more than a few feet of curb. Massive torque and mind-blowing 

acceleration from 1783cc of GSX-R-inspired, fuel-injected power are 
put to pavement by a huge 240mm rear tire. Inverted forks and radial- 
mount brakes keep it all under control. The power cruiser, redefined 

by Suzuki. suzukicycles.com 


aa) oe. 
$ SUZUKI 
Way of Life! 


RECRUITING BY CONFERENCE 


ACC RANKINGS BIG TEN RANKINGS 

1.MIAMI 5. NC STATE 9. GEORGIA TECH 1. OHIO STATE 5, WISCONSIN 9, PURDUE 

2. CLEMSON 6. BOSTON COLLEGE 10. VIRGINIA 2. MICHIGAN 6, PENN STATE 10. INDIANA 

3. FLORIDA STATE 7, NORTH CAROLINA 11. WAKE FOREST 3. MINNESOTA 7. MICHIGAN STATE 11. NORTHWESTERN 

4, VIRGINIA TECH 8, MARYLAND 12. DUKE 4, ILUNOIS 8.1OWA 

1. Da'Quan Bowers (#4) DE 6'5" 265 Bamberg, SC Clemson 11. Terrelle Pryor (#1) QB 6'5" 230 Jeannette, PA Ohio State 
2. Arthur Brown (#7) \B 62". 230 ~— Wichita, KS Miami —_—-.2. Michael Brewster (#12) OL 6'5" 300 Orlando, FL Ohio State 
3. Marcus Forston (#11) DT 62" 309 Miami, FL Miami —_3. Mike Adams (#25) OL 6'8" 310 Dublin, OH Ohio State 
4. Nigel Bradham (#14) LB 6'2" 227 Crawfordville, FL Florida State 4. Etienne Sabino (#33) LB 63" 230 =~ Sonny/Isles, FL Ohio State 
5. EJ. Manuel (#21) QB 64" 201 _~——‘Virginia Beach, VA Florida State —_ 5. DeVier Posey (#39) WR 63" 205 — Cincinnati, OH Ohio State 
6. Aldarius Johnson (#30) WR  6'2" 217 Miami, FL Miami — 6. Darryl Stonum (#46) WR 63" 185 Sugar Land, TX Michigan 
7. Ryan Williams (#38) RB 5'10" 200 Manassas, VA Virginia Tech _—_—7. Boubacar Cissoko (#52) CB 5'9" 175 Detroit, MI Michigan 
8. Brandon Harris (#47) CB 5110" 185 Miami, FL Miami —_ 8. J.B. Shugarts (#56) OL 68" 300 Klein, TX Ohio State 
9. Jamie Harper (#49) RB. 60". 227 ~—_ Jacksonville, FL Clemson 9. Lamaar Thomas (#68) ATH 5'11" 186 Fort Washington, MD Ohio State 
10. Mike Glennon (#50) QB 66" 195 Centreville, VA NCState 10. Dann O'Neill (#69) OL 67" 295 Grand Haven, MI Michigan 
11. Nigel Carr (#59) 1B 63" 220 ~—_ Jacksonville, FL Florida'State 11. Jake Stoneburner (#80) TE  6'6" 225 Dublin, OH Ohio State 
12. Ramon Buchanan (#66) ATH 6'1" 181 Melbourne, FL Miami 12. Garrett Goebel (#82) DT 6'5" 280 ‘Villa Park, IL Ohio State 
13. Marcus Robinson (#73) LB  6'2". 210 | Homestead, FL Miami 13. Andrew Sweat (#84) LB 62". 225 Washington, PA Ohio State 
14. Brandon Thompson (#81) DT 62" 291 Thomasville, GA Clemson 14. Brandon Smith ATH 6'3" 210 New Brunswick, NJ Michigan 
15. Jordan Futch (#86) S/LB_ 6'3" 202 Hollywood, FL Miami — 15. Corey Liuget DE 6'3" 260 Hialeah, FL Illinois 
16. Sean Spence (#88) S/LB 60" 202 Miami, FL Miami — 16. Brandon Beachum ATH 5'11" 220 Youngstown, OH Penn State 
17. Antoine McClain (#93) OL 6'6" 305 Anniston, AL Clemson 17. Michael Mauti 1B. él" 225 Mandeville, LA Penn State 
18. Brandon Barnes (#98) ATH 60" 180  Bunn,NC NC State 18. Mike Yancich LB 63" 225 ~+Washington, PA Penn State 
19. Spencer Adams S$ 62" 180 Matthews, NC Clemson — 19. Mike Zordich LB 62" 225 Youngstown, OH Penn State 
20. Vinston Painter OL 65" 300 Norfolk, VA VirginiaTech 20. Cordale Scott ATH 6'3" 200 Cleveland, OH Illinois 

BIG EAST RANKINGS BIG 12 RANKINGS 


5. MISSOURI 
6, NEBRASKA 


9. KANSAS 
10. TEXAS TECH 
11, BAYLOR 
12. IOWA STATE 


1. PITISBURGH 
2, WEST VIRGINIA 


4, RUTGERS 
5, SYRACUSE 
6. LOUISVILLE 


7. CINCINNATI 
8, CONNECTICUT 


7, OKLAHOMA STATE 
8, KANSAS STATE 


3. SOUTH FLORIDA 


1, Jonathan Baldwin (#16) WR  6'5" 220 Aliquippa, PA Pittsburgh 1. Darrell Scott (#3) RB 6'2" 215 Oxnard, CA Colorado 
2. Lucas Nix (#35) OL 6'6" 300 Jefferson Hills, PA Pittsburgh 2. Jermie Calhoun (#8) RB. 60" 210 Van, IX Oklahoma 
3. Shayne Hale (#55) LB 6'4" 240 Monroeville, PA Pittsburgh 3. RJ. Washington (#10) DE 6'4" 242 — Fort Worth, TX Oklahoma 
4. Josh Jenkins (#97) OL 6'5" 305 Parkersburg, WV West Virginia 4. Stephen Good (#29) OL 6'5" 305 Paris, TX Oklahoma 
5. Averin Collier RB 5'10" 200 ~~ Churchville, NY Syracuse 5. Blaine Gabbert (#32) QB 6'5" 225 Ballwin, MO Missouri 
6. Chris Burns RB 5'11" 190 New Wilmington, PA Pittsburgh 6, Baker Steinkuhler (#37) OL 6'6" 290 Lincoln, NE Nebraska 
7. D.C. Jefferson QB 66" 240 Winter Haven, FL Rutgers 7. Dan Buckner (#40) WR  6'4" 213 Austin, TX Texas 
8. Darius Ashley RB 5'9" 182 — Cincinnati, OH Louisville 8. Jameel Owens (#45) WR 6'3" 200 Muskogee, OK Oklahoma 
9. Art Forst OL 6'8" 305 Manasquan, NJ Rutgers 9. Cyrus Gray (#61) RB 5'10" 188 — DeSoto, TX Texas A&M 
10. Demetris Murray RB 5'10" 202 ~~ Buford, GA South Florida 10. Aaron Williams (#62) DB 61" 175 Round Rock, TX Texas 
11. Scott Vallone DT 63" 260 Central Islip, NY Rutgers 11. Josh Jarboe (#63) WR 63" 195 Decatur, GA Oklahoma 
12. Marcus Sales WR 60" 180 Syracuse, NY Syracuse 12. Jarvis Humphrey (#64) DT  6'2" 295 Cedar Hill, TX Texas 
13. Cameron Saddler RB 57" 170 Monroeville, PA Pittsburgh 13. Jon Major (#65) LB. 6'3". 225 Parker, CO Colorado 
14. D.). Woods WR 60" 170 — Strongsville, OH Cincinnati 14. Lynn Katoa (#76) 1B 62" 220 ~— Salt Lake City, UT Colorado 
15. BJ. Daniels QB 6'1" 195 Tallahassee, FL South Florida 15. DeSean Hales (#77) WR 5'11" 185 Spring, TX Texas 
16. Jimmy Bennett OL 68" 280 Alexandria, VA Connecticut 16. D.J. Monroe (#87) CB 519" 165 ~~ Angleton, TX Texas 
17. Dominique Battle DB 6'0" 175 Boca Raton, FL Cincinnati 17. Justin Johnson (#89) RB 61" 210 Gilmer, TX Oklahoma 
18. Jarred Holley ATH 5'10" 170 Easton, PA Pittsburgh 18. Jeff Fuller (#92) WR 6'4" 206 ~~ McKinney, TX Texas A&M 
19. Malcolm Johnson WR 6'1" 170 Bartow, FL Rutgers 19. Landry Jones (#100) QB 6'4" 210 =~ Artesia, NM Oklahoma 
20. Jerome Swinton CB 59" 160 Daytona Beach, FL West Virginia 20. DJ. Grant WR 63" 205 ~~ Austin, TX Texas 
(#) Reflects ranking in Athlon Consensus 100 
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RECRUITING 


CONFERENCE USA RANKINGS MOUNTAIN WEST RANKINGS 

1, SOUTHERN MISS 5. EAST CAROLINA 9, MEMPHIS 1.BYU 4, UNIV 7. AIR FORCE 

2. UCF 6, HOUSTON 10. RICE 

3. MARSHALL 7.UTEP 11, TULANE pm SEIORADO STATE B.WIOMING 

4, TULSA 8. SMU 12, UAB 3, SAN DIEGO STATE 6.1CU 9, NEW MEXICO 

1. DeAndre Brown (#17) WR 66" 215 Ocean Springs, MS Southern Miss 1. Austin Holt TE 66" 230 South Jordan, UT BYU 

2. Adrian Jones RB 5'11" 180 ~~ Laurinburg, NC East Carolina —-2. Jake Murphy WR 65" 215 American Fork, UT BYU 

3. Damaris Johnson ATH 5'8" 170 Norco, LA Tulsa 3. Dave Kruger DT 65" 254 Orem, UT Utah 

4. Bo Tillman DT 66" 305 Meadville, MS Southern Miss 4. Sausan Shakerin RB 63" 208 Sandy, UT Utah 

5. Martin Ward RB 5'9" 188 —_ Jonesboro, GA Marshall 5. Chris Scott DB 5'10" 178 — Baton Rouge, LA TCU 

6. Bret Jefcoat QB 6'1" 200 ‘Fulton, MS Southern Miss _—_ 6. Daniel Sorensen DB 62" 195 Colton, CA BYU 

7. Brandon Davis RB 5'9" 190 Suwanee, GA UCF 7. Luke Matthews WR 611" 205 — Phoenix, AZ Utah 

8. Brynn Harvey RB S'11" 215 Largo, FL UCF 8. ONeill Chambers WR 63" 208 Harmony, FL BYU 

9. Ryan Griffin QB 6'4" 210 Westlake Village, CA Tulane 9. Jimmy Miller G63" 290  Denver,CO San Diego State 
10. Chris Martin DT 65" 290 Fort Walton Beach, FL UCF 10. Phillip Payne WR 63" 185 — Las Vegas, NV UNLV 
11. Anthony Lewis LB 6'1". 200 —_ Houston, TX Houston 11. Jonathan Gaye RB 60" 178 Highlands Ranch,CO Colorado State 
12. Desmond Johnson RB 5'11" 190 — Yazoo City, MS Southern Miss 12. Sam Brenner OL 63" 280 Oceanside, CA Utah 
13. John Flanders DB  5'10" 163 Midwest City, OK Tulsa 13. Adam Barry QB 60" 210 Simi Valley, CA Wyoming 
14. Marcal Robinson CB 60" 175 — Prichard, AL Southern Miss 14. Colin Shumate ILB. 62" 225 Las Vegas, NV San Diego State 
15. Ahmed Shakoor CB 5'11" 190 Stone Mountain, GA Marshall — 15. Joe Caprioglio OL 65" 247 Highlands Ranch,CO Colorado State 
16. Kendrick Presley S  6'1" 195 Kosciusko, MS Southern Miss 16. Alec Johnson OL 63" 290 Denver, CO San Diego State 
17. DeAundre Brown DB 5'11" 181 — Arlington, TX Tulsa 17. Ryan Lacy ATH  5'10" 183 Antelope, CA Utah 
18. Vance King ATH 60" 195 — Stockbridge, GA UCF 18. Shiloh Teo § S11" 195 Laie, HI BYU 
19. Steven Robinson OL 63" 305 Tallahassee, FL UCF 19. Derek Tuimauga OL 6'4" 335 ~~ South Jordan, UT Utah 
20. Shane Turner RB 5'9" 170 Houston, TX Rice 20. Jeremy Coleman DE 6'2" 266 Missouri City, TX TCU 

MAC RANKINGS PAC-10 RANKINGS 

Soa se ete as 1.USC 5, ARIZONA STATE 9, OREGON STATE 

3, WESTERN MICHIGAN 8. AKRON 13. NORTHERN ILLINOIS oon rae ’ Yon BE 

4, TEMPLE 9. BALL STATE 

5. CENTRAL MICHIGAN 10, EASTERN MICHIGAN 4. WASHINGTON 8, STANFORD 

1. Jharron Armstrong S 62" 187 Washington DC Kent State 1. Blake Ayles (#15) TE 65" 255 Orange, CA USC 
2. Sal Battles ATH 5'10" 221 Youngstown, OH Kent State 2. Matt Kalil (#18) OL 66" 290 Corona,CA USC 
3. Kenny Stafford WR 6'4" 185 Columbus, OH Toledo 3. Tyron Smith (#27) OL 66" 270 Moreno Valley, CA USC 
4. Kelly Page QB 63" 210 Sunnyvale, TX Ball State 4. TJ. Bryant (#28) DB él" 190 Tallahassee, FL USC 

5. Vaughn Carraway WR 6'2" 170 — Laureldale, PA Temple 5. D.J. Shoemate (#34) = WR 60" 220  MiraLoma, FL USC 
6. Josh Pleasant DB 5'10" 185 Germantown MD Kent State 6. Andrew Luck (#43) QB 6'4" 215 ~~ Houston, TX Stanford 

7.Muhammad Wilkerson DT 6'5" 280 Linden, NJ Temple —_7. Kavario Middleton (#44) TE  6'5" 255 — Lakewood, WA Washington 
8. Jermaine Robinson DB 63" 195 Pittsburgh, PA Toledo —8. Brice Butler (#48) WR 6'3" 215 Norcross, GA USC 
9. Jahleel Addae RB 5'9" 176 Valrico, FL Central Michigan 9. Rahim Moore (#51) S 62" 185 Los Angeles, CA UCLA 
10. Joe Patchuta OL 67" 290 New Concord OH Akron —_ 10. Aundre Dean (#54) RB 6'1" 210 Katy, TX UCLA 
11. Zac Dysert QB 64" 195 Ada, OH Miami 11. Gerell Robinson (#79) WR  6'4" 210 — Phoenix, AZ Arizona State 
12. Bakari Bussey WR 6'2" 187 West Chester, OH Ohio 12. Matt Meyer (#83) OL 68" 295 Stockton, CA USC 
13. Logan Pegram OL 63" 298 — Silver Lake, KS Northern Illinois 13. Nick Perry (#95) DE 63" 240 — Detroit, MI USC 
14. Kevin Galeher OL 6'5" 295 Evergreen ParkIL © Western Michigan 14. Robert Golden (#96) CB 5'10" 180 ~— Fresno, CA Arizona 
15. Phillip Barnett WR 61" 175 Middletown, OH Toledo 15. Aaron Hester (#99) CB 60" 180 Compton, CA UCLA 
16. Juandez Brown QB 63" 190 Cincinnati, OH Eastern Michigan 16. Uona Kaveinga 1B. 61". 235 ~~ Hawthorne, CA USC 
17. Evan Klepec DL 64" 245 Canfield, OH Miami — 17. E.J. Woods DB 6'l" 200 Culver City, CA UCLA 
18, Tremayne Scott DE 63" 227 Ocala, FL Ohio 18. Nick Crissman QB 63" 193 Huntington Beach, CA UCLA 
19. Briggs Orsbon Ath 60" 185 Convoy, OH Ball State 19. Solomon Koehler DT 63" 305 Kaneohe, HI Arizona 
20. Trey Bishop III DE 64" 247 Inkster, MI Western Michigan 20. Kemote Bateman WR 6'1" 176 — Los Angeles, CA Arizona State 
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RECRUITING REPORT BY CONFERENCE 


come : pace eo idee oe 1. FRESNO STATE 4, LOUISIANA TECH 7. UTAH STATE 
4. FLORIDA 7.SOUTH CAROLINA 11. KENTUCKY 2, HAWAII 5. NEVADA 8, SAN JOSE STATE 
4, LSU 8, TENNESSEE 12. VANDERBILT 3, BOISE STATE 6, IDAHO 9, NEW MEXICO STATE 
1. Julio Jones (#2) WR 6'4" 210 — Foley, AL Alabama 1. Rashad Evans ATH 5'9" 180 San Jose, CA Fresno State 
2. Will Hill (#5) ATH 6'2" 205 West Orange, NJ Florida 2. Eric Harper DE 64" 220 Marrero, LA Louisiana Tech 
3. A.J. Green (#6) WR 6'4" 190 Summerville, SC Georgia 3. Michael Ball RB 5'10" 225 Las Vegas, NV Nevada 
4. Patrick Johnson (#9) CB 6'1" 175 Pompano Beach, FL LSU 4. Ebahn Feathers QB 61" 210  Fresno,CA Fresno State 
5, Richard Samuel (#19) RB 6'2" 215 Cartersville, GA Georgia _5. Tyler Jackson DB 60" 185 Castle Rock, CO Boise State 
6. BJ. Scott (#22) ATH 60" 195 — Prichard, AL Alabama _ 6. Steven Christian DB 61" 175 Sacramento, CA Hawaii 
7. Tyler Love (#23) OL 67" 290 Mountain Brook, AL Alabama —_—7. Logan Harrell DL  6'2" 275 — Rancho Santa Margarita,CA Fresno State 
8. DeAngelo Tyson (#24) DT 6'2" 300 Statesboro, GA Georgia 8. Matt Akers DE 63" 240 Bakersfield, CA Fresno State 
9. Matt Patchan (#31) OL 66" 260 Tampa, FL Florida 9. Douglas Spacht OL 63" 285 Long Beach, CA Fresno State 
10. Omar Hunter (#41) DT 60" 322 Buford, GA Florida 10. Byron Hout LB. 61" 225 Coeur dAlene, ID Boise State 
11. Chancey Aghayere (#42) DE 6'4" 243 Garland, TX LSU 11. Exavier Johnson ATH 6'2" 200 Van Nuys, CA Utah State 
12. Dee Finley (#53) S62" 200 Auburn, AL Florida  12.Damion Whittington LB 6'1" 220 Norco, CA Fresno State 
13. Mark Barron (#58) DB 6'2" 215 Mobile, AL Alabama 13. Lewis Walker DB S'11" 170 Salt Lake City, UT Hawaii 
14. William Green (#60) DE 6'4" 215 Hoover, AL Florida 14. Charles Smith DE 65" 238 Las Vegas, NV Idaho 
15. Brendan Beal (#71) LB 63". 223 ~~ Bethlehem, PA Florida 15. Chris Potter WR  5'10" 170 —_ Westlake Village, CA Boise State 
16. Chris Tolliver (#72) WR 611" 189 ~~ Rayville, LA LSU 16. Greg Grimes DT 60" 280 Sacramento, CA Boise State 
17. Janoris Jenkins (#74) CB 5'11" 180 Pahokee, FL Florida 17. Ina Liaina ATH 6'1" 225 Oxnard, CA San Jose State 
18. Jerrell Harris (#75) LB. 63" 215 Gadsden, AL Alabama 18,GeordonHanohano DT 6'2" 270 Honolulu, HI Hawaii 
19. Charles Whitlock (#91) CB  5'11" 170 Chester, SC South Carolina 19. Darrius Terry DB 5'11" 180 Lufkin, TX Louisiana Tech 
20. Joe Adams (#94) WR 6'0" 175 Little Rock, AR Arkansas —_ 20, Tuiatua Tuiasosopo OL 6'1" 290 Honolulu, HI Hawaii 


SUNBELT RANKINGS 


TOP 50 RECRUITING CLASSES 


1, NORTH TEXAS A.FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 7. FLORIDA ATLANTIC 1. ALABAMA 24, AUBURN 

2. MIDDLE TENNESSEE 5, ULMONROE 8, ULLAFAYETTE 2. OHIO STATE ht Ul 

3, TROY 6. ARKANSAS STATE 3. MIAMI 5 ea 

1. Riley Dodge QB 60" 183 Southlake, TX North Texas 4. NOTRE DAME passes 

2. DaWaylon Cook DB 62" 187 Dallas, TX North Texas 5. USC Sea 

3. Luther Ambrose RB 5'9" 165 St. James, LA UL Monroe 6. GEORGIA 1 ARIZONA 

4, Jacoby Thomas LB 6'1". 230 = Mobile, AL Troy 7. OKLAHOMA 3. SOUTH CAROLINA 
5. Sancho McDonald QB 6!" 196 Miami, FL Middle Tennessee 8. FLORIDA 33, BOSTON COLLEGE 
6. AJ. Grant LB 60" 220 Jacksonville, FL Florida International Z 30, TENNESSEE 

7. Troy Franklin OL 65" 270 Celina, TX North Texas | 9, CLEMSON Se cL IASG 
8.Marcus Thurmond = WR  5'11" 180 North Augusta,SC Middle Tennessee | 10, MICHIGAN 4% NORTH CAROLINA 

4 r 4" i 
i ae cakes a a s oi x North a eee Ee 

: oi a 12, FLORIDA STATE 38. OKLAHOMA STATE 
11. Brent Burnette QB 63" «212 ~— Maryville, TN Middle Tennessee 13.150 39, STANFORD 
12. Malcolm Beyah ATH 5'11" 187 Chamblee, GA Middle Tennessee , 40, MARYLAND 
13. Royce Hil CB S'11" 170 Houston, TX North Texas i foie 41, KANSAS STATE 
14. James Jones DE 611" 230 — Lakeland, FL Florida International , 42, MISSISSIPPI STATE 
15, Kenny Barrett WR 64" 190 Mart, 1X North Texas | 16-OREGON 13, SOUTHERN MISS 
16.Yourhighness Morgan LB 6'3" 225 Webster, FL Florida Atlantic | 17 WASHINGTON 44, WEST VIRGINIA 
17. James Searcy DE 6" 260 Newnan, GA Troy | 28.,TEXAS A&M 45, SOUTH FLORIDA 
18.Kendall Dangerfield DT 6'2" 270 — Pulaski, IN Middle Tennessee | 19.MINNESOTA 46, RUTGERS 
19. Taylor Stockemer WR 6'" 200 Van Buren, AR Arkansas State | 20.ILLINOIS 47. SYRACUSE 
20. Corey Robinson QB 6'l" 190 Paducah, KY Troy | 21. ARIZONA STATE 48, KANSAS 
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22. VIRGINIA TECH 
23. PITTSBURGH 


49. GEORGIA TECH 
50, MICHIGAN STATE 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


DISTRIBUTOR 


$2,000,000 


Summer 
Clearance Sale 


JERSEY 


“69 Jets Team (27 Sigs) SS. 

Ada Jabbar, Kireen Lavess 
‘iors, Troy DE /UOA 

‘Nien, Marts OFC USC/Raid 
Baras, Emie Os GISM 
Baris/Dawsen Obs "MiP? GTSM 
Barer, Ta NY Guts SS. 

Bein, Joe New w Heisman 
Bikeribett, Fred Raiders SM Atv? 
Boggs, Wade NYY o Boston w/HOF 
‘Bradshaw, ley Steelers 

Brees, Ore Sats Reebok EQT 
Brock, Lou Carona 

Brows, Jen Ges /Syracuse. 


Carer, Gary Mets or Epes HOF 
Cater, Viece UNC Nets. 

Clark, Duight Sia Fran 
Dawson, Len Chiets HOF/MNP 


Mortara, Joe Sen fran TS ND 
‘Moon, Warren Ouers HOF 

Musial, Stan OFC Carts, 

Narrath, Joe Jets /AL 

Pareet, Wie Steeler w/S8 Caanps 
Petry, Wibaen Boars 

Prrkelt, Jom Racers 

Quine, Brady OFC NO/Oreand 
Rice, Jey SF (Raiders 

Rogers, Jot Shins HOF/SB MVP 


Stam, Bart OB Packers 

Steel Curtan (4x) 

Tayler, Lawseren Garts HOF 
Theisman, foe Sirs 

Thomas, Thorman Bs HOF/ANP 
Tinie, A NY Gets a HOF 
Tornieson, L. Chargers/7CU 


SRSESSS 


S385 


REPUCA 


169 Jets Team (27 Sigs) S.S. 
Aigner, Troy CFC Daas UCU 
Alen, Marcus OFC Raid HOF $ 
Bader, Thi OFC Gants $.S. $ 
Bourt, Mel Steciers Rep HOF $ 
Braden, 1. 070 $ 
Brown, Ser OFC Cev $ 
Bush, Reg, USC OFC /Salets 5 
Baton. Dick OFC $ 

5 


Detgfoins 
Dallas 34 58 Cranes Team (31 Sigs) $1.3 


Oawsos, Les OFC WE 

Dicherion, €. FC w/HOe 

Otha, Mike OFC 

Dorset Tony OFC 

Bray, Jobe OFC 

Fave, Bret OFC 

Fouts, Oan OFC »/HOF 

Sop tanec eo g 
. hos 

Giese, Bop CFC 


Ham, Jack OFC PSU/Steelers 
Hetseran FS Rip (12 Sigs) 
dackson, Bo CFC Aub 
Jepsen, Rad OFC 

Jones, Julius Dates 

ety, en OFF Bis /Ala GIS 
oss, Beria CFC Browns 


$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 
Mareieg. E8 CFC Glasts/MS, $ 
Macning, Peyton Cots Vots $ 
Mareo, Dan OF MLM $ 
MkGaree, WW OFC $ 
Montana, 1. (NO/SF) TSP. $ 
Moon, Wares OFC Oilers w/! HOF $ 
Aarmath, $08 (1V/ALA) OFS $ 
ietraska OFC 3g Heisman $ 
Pennington, Chad OFC Jete/Mursn$ 
Prachett, J. OFC Raid/Stant $ 
Prrple People Eaters OFC (Sys) § 
Rice, semry OFF SF 3 
§ 

4 

$ 

$ 

$ 

§ 

5 

$ 

§ 

$ 

§ 

5 

5 

$ 


‘Sanders, Bary CFC 

Sayers, Gale OFC 1.8. Sears /AU) 
Spates, Steve OFC A 

Stabler, K OFC Raid/Ata 

Staubach, Roger OFC 

Stee! Oatain OFC 

‘Tayler, L CFC Gtants 18/HOF 
Treisman, J. OFC Ssina/NO 
Thomas, ¥ (Bits /OKSL) CAC 

Titi, YA. OFC 1B AS, HOF 

Vick, Michael OFC 

Wades, Her OF UGA 

Winans, C. CFC Bucs/tdo 
Woodson, Charles OFC Mh w/ Hels 
Yourg, Steve OFC $F 1B 


SISSSESs SEsss 


reer 


3 


S 


sssed 


SSeEaes 


88 


S888 


SRES 


33 


883 88 


Joe Montana & Dan Marino 
Authorized Dealer/Distr. 


‘Maroan., Toy (3) DAL/UCLA 
‘Mien, Marcus () USC /Paig 
Barbee, Til (R) Gianes Uva 
Sects, Chace (R) Eagies MOF 
Beto, Joe (F) Nawy/Hesman 
Bey, Rayronat (€) Cots HOF 
Siietnivotl, Frog (R) Riad FSU 
Sanda, George (R) Raiders i/HOF 
Blount, Mel (Ry Steeries, w/HOF 
Brees, Crew R) Sants/ Pardee 
Brown, Lin (R) Ciev/SY 

Brown, Ronnie (R) Doiphins 
Brown, Tin (R) Rasd/NO 

Snce, bss (R) Ras MSU 
Balloch, Wait (RS Trans /Sy 
Bunnicoet, Nick (Ry MIA HOF 
Saress. Pranico R) Gares 
Bath, Reggie (Ri) USC/Saints 
Balas, Dich (S) Beats Minos 
Carnot, ER) Ob/TH/ Hels 
Campbell, Jason (&) Aub /Saans 
Cannon, Billy LS. /Hetsman 
Carter, vis Vikings 
Cassady, H. IR) OSU/Heaman 
Chambers, Cres (R) Miami /Wise 
Cart, Dwight (R) SF/Oemson 
Clayton, Mechsel @ Bucs SY 
Coun, Fen (S) (AY) 

(Crow, John David (RTH ASM/thess 
Davis, Wie (Ri) Packers HOF 
‘Dawson, L (R) Pur KC HOF 
Oayre, Ron (h}) Wik Herman 
Dare, Rictard (R) Bears 
Dickerson, Enc (S) Parma SMU 
Deva, Mie (A) Gears/T6 
Dorgett, 1, (R) Cut/Meis/Pex 
Dyson, Keven (ff) Times "MCW" 
Echuneds, Braylon |) Mi/Browess 
Biaay. kn Denver 

Evers, Lee (Rj Bits/Wise 

Fauih, Kevin (R) Pawons/LSU 
Few, Grett (®) Packers /So.Mess 
Foote, Larry (R) Mach/ Steelers 
Foreman, Chuck (Ry Why Maaeni 
Foster, De Shaws (®) Carsiena 
Fouts, Dan ft) Chargers HOF 
Feacier, Tomrvese () Nebeasha 
Garey, J, (R) Gators Texans 
Gateway, Joey (Ry OSU/Bucs: 
Game, Covis (R) Crio S/Parsters 
Gates, Antonio (R Caspers 
George. E(R) OSU, eis Dal 
Gorwaiez, Tony (R) Chiets 
Grart, Coon) lags ots 
Green, Ateran (Rj GEE 
Green Tet i Cones ng 
‘Grese, Bob (R) Minn Purdue 
Goffin, Arcnie (FR) OSU Hes 
Grossman, Ries (P) Bears Fa 
Haley, Chares (R) Dutas 

Ham, Jack (A) Pern St Pet, 
Hampton, Dan (®) HOF Bears 
‘Harper, Advis (Vets Dak 
‘Harris, Franco (Rt) Sheeters PSU 
Herts, Tommie (R) OU 


BSSESSssszsseszusssstuszuss 


Hassebeck, Matt (R) Seatawes S$.$179 


Hat, AS. (9) One Sae/G8 
Her, Tavs PR Von fat Cage 
Heupel, Josh (R) Oklahoma 
Holmes, Santonio (A) OSU/Steesers 
HHoerang, Pat eS) NOL Hels /GB 
Howard, Dewmane () Hels/GB 


$109 


$ 


Authentic Signed 


5 La 


Lohon, James (% GB/Bis HOF 
(long, Howie (®) Raiders a /HOF 
Lom, R. (7) Reane/SF USC 

Uytch, Jota (Rl) Denver 
‘Mackey, Jota (C) Cots HOF 
Mucning, Archie (7) MS/NO 
Manning. Bi (R) NYS 
Maing. Peyton (R) Cots, Vors 
Marchem, Gino (R) Cots w/HOF 
Marlee, Dan Ma/Fitt 
Maynard, Don (R) Jets TE HOF 
MiGaton, Wilks (%) Bits/Canes 
MeGee, Max (R) Pacers TS 
Mediictael, Randy (R) Maarri/UGA 
MiBer, Heath (R) Steelers (Usa, 
Mitchel, Bothy (Ry Suns HOF 
Mortara, Jee (R) SF/M Dare 
‘Moon, Warren (Rt) Ofers HOF 
Moore, Lenny (R) Cots / HOF 
Morency, Veeaed (Ri) OF S/T 
Moral, E. Cots Maa (Rh) CS.4 
Morris, Joe ) Gants 

Moss, Srocice (Ry U. Muara Goants, 
Muherenad, Westin (8) Boars 
Muror, Aathony (R) Benges w HOF 
Nebrassa 3Sig Kelsman 
bras Messetan (A) 3S, 
Neaman. Terence (®) Daas 
‘Newsome, Crzie (R) Browns w/HOF 
Norton, Wat Xx, () Dates /SF 
Trowaces, Jay (R) Quits 
huge, Wie (Oto Sx 
Calutoma (@) 35g Westman, 
Orton, Wyle (R) Bears Panciae 
Onto, Jirm (R Mari/Raks HOF 
Owens, Steve (R) Oela/Meis. 
Patmer, Carson (Ry Berga’s 
Parris, Revscoe (i) Carves (Bats, 
Parseghean, Ava R} Notre Ouere 
Prennirgon, Ch. (Jets Mar 
Peery, Chis (hi) Meny San 
Pits, Prd (Po Eagies TB MOF 
Pranmner, Jame 0) Broncos 
Prank, J, (R) ait Sasn/Heis 
Poms, Canton (R) Suns Cares, 
Reed. Andie (R) Bats 

renlo, Met 1) Oaitas HOF 
Rhee, eany (R) Ret 

Rivers, Philip (R) NC State/S.0. 
Readers, Jobeay (RI Neb Meets 
Rogers, Geo (Fy SC/Heisman 
‘che, Acstoet (RU, Mier 


. s 
Santry: Sea (89 USC,Vibings 
‘Swag, R. i) Col/Weignas 
Soncers, Bary (fi) Det/OSU 
‘Sayers, G. (Rh) Bears Karas 
‘Sermon, LeRoy (R) OU/Bucs HOF 
‘Shoeatey, DIR) U George 
Sirus, Crs (R) Tenas/Bues 
‘Sirens, Pret (R) NY Garts 
‘Simpson, 0) (R Bs TBUSC 
‘Sens, Bey (R) Onto /Lons Hes, 
‘Ssegetary, MAR) Bears 

‘Seth, Stove iP) Pactness 
‘Sones, Marcus (R) LSU 
Sourer, Steve (® Pa/HES 
‘States, Wien (Ry) Rapa 
‘Stallcsth, Ooete (Ry U.T./Sants 
Stalworth, John (R} Pt HOF 
‘Starr, Bor (R) Ma. /GB HOF 


Poyton, Ell & Archie Manning 
Brett Favre * John Elway 
Troy Aikman, etc, 


$@ 
$109 
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Sports Viemorabilia 


: 
anaes ae itl Tiger Woods British or U.S. Opon GT SPORTS —ataaigning 
Lebron lanes Autographed Pin Flags and 16x20's + Upper Deck MARKETING ied ue » 
FOOTBALL MINI - HELMETS FOOTBALLS FOOTBALL 8x10 & 16 x 20 BASEBALLS & 8 x 10 PHOTOS 
Niman, Toy OF $299 er WR Gold $239 Players x10 Bouche Mocitax, Gug ASL - $09 
Alen, Marcus OFC ASL HOF $ 19 ithe, Lay (Mam) HOF Prayers But Poyers LCBasetat 
Batter, Fai OFC SS. $ 29 Lofton, James Packers HOF Asson, Hark SS. $249 Marcha, Aan $3 
Bietshelt Fred OFC HOE MNP $19 Nckey, John Calts/HOF ‘Nomar. Robena JS $79 Matsu, Kar -$ 2 
penodachi tte : | Mareing, Acie Sarts Aederson, Bilan 05 W.S. $ 59 Maturgy, Don SS. $119 
fase ens sacead tae Marrieg, BE NYG) $109 18:20 Arroy, Bronson $59. Mays, Wile MLHOLO -$7 
eae aa ey Marcher, Gio (ats) HOF Batrsen, Stan HY $15 $ 39 Mooney, Wee 'sOrTR =~ $119 
Breve, Ms OFC Feu Hey Maynard, Don TSP. ets: HOF Barks, Ei MLB $89 $119 Mish.Demy 6 $7 
Bethe, Dick OFC 0) HOE $249 MeAtestes, D, Saints $39 ¢r 16120 Bauer, Hark 5S. $12 $ 39 Motor, Paw -$n 
Camptes, Ese OFC w/ HOF $ 199 NeGiest, Wie Pats $19 oF 15120 Berl, J. HOF GTSM ~ $ 99 Mordesi, Rad ASL $45 
Dumsen len OF $160ertoge $ 119 NeMlerael Randy UGADobhas Benen, Hes FL - $ 59 Mogm, beSS $ 9 
Dion, Com OFC $2870¢God $ 189 Brown. Chris Thans $25 oF 1620 Wotinen, Cage UCLA Berm, Yor MLB ~ $109 Mapty, Ose -3$@ 
Dina, Mike OFC m HOF $ 219 Brown, Romie Doiphins. Mater, eat Steesers $35 o1 [£420 Baylock, Hark ASL $ 59 Meav, San StL $119 
Doesett, Tony OFC S19 orGoM $ 169 Bruce, tisac Rams GIS Michel, Boney Sues HOF Boggs. Wade ~ $109 Myes, Bett AS) $19 $ 45 
Dany, ot OF $43 proceeahlpm 9 Leer nid etp nl Pa Bones, Bary BHOLO ~ $429 Nemes, Graig NYY $2 - 
ne, Brett OFC BF. Hologram $ 39 Pegi bind Shen $69 Waren Ole tex Boyar, Chte SS. $ 15 $ 39 Neworbe,Oon"scy $ 19 § 45 
Fests, Oae OFC w/HOF $ 19 ao aplin egg $129 3620 $169 Moowe, Lonny HOF BEAN Blarca/Trorpscn w/ INSC ~ $ BS NewoP HSE $23 $ 
Glen. Bob OF OF ‘ is Retin rae teeeeter Bavt, Googe HOF - $139 Ot, Om $199 
becrohe by Her tn ted tieeatied Bare Pat AS $ 59 Panes, Jen SS. sas 8 
Seiten, hase WLGedl OF ‘8 shevne pers Biter, Brett CSA $ 14 $ 25 Pamer, Daw CSA ~$ 7 
Soren, kien OF He Cabrera, Otardo $ © Payn, MyASL $4 
aby, bm OFC GTSM $ 19 Carson, se 85ROY $$ SA Ferny, Bad ASL - $ 69 
Larget, Steve OF w/HOF $189 Canton, $. MLB $B $ 68 Posture, 10 (tv) $19 $ 45 
Leftwich, Boe OFF ROM $ M9 Casey, Soar MAB ~ $ 59 Pore, Toy MM $as 9 
Leman, Matt OFC + 2 Chae, bre ASI - $ 58 Pery. Gafent $3 $ 4 
Uy, Bob Daas Logo w/HOF $7 Contreras, Jose "05 WS, $119. Fodus, Jotrey $$ 
Uaeeing B OFC SS $m 9 Crege, Joe 05 WS = $ 73 Poca, Scot 05 WS, -$ 9 
Mareieg. Peyton CFC MAL § 399 Coen Ten LSP. (RVC $25, Cah Wye neh Dawson, A TSP. $$ 4 PomagcsA $19 
Museo, Dan OFC $599.0 Goid$. 309.00 dat Dav TH ALM Hes $22 Owens, Steve ‘60 Hels, OU a 
~ ® Dis. Geen Army/Hels TS? $2p Packers "G6 Lambewe 16:20 (14 Ses) Drew, JD ~ $ 60 Reming, MaeOts = $ 10 “ 
Mchube, Donovan OFC $$ 3 3 et eee see Pepetglan fet tot Done Ou, Adan ASI $29 $ 6B Reraces Ecge FL -$ 
Hamaee ee SER GOS 288 een Lan LSP Chit HOF $35 Pari Roe Cones Bs Fetes, Bob HOF $19 $ 49 Rew, Jm TSP, fa - 
bree doy TARR ; oa Dajte, Ron We a! 99 Hes $30 Porto, Don Qantas ROY Fingers, Ric HOF $ 2b $ $8 Rechormen, Batty $7 $ 39 
emer OOF $ Rep Detonme, kine Parte $89 ery, Cris Med/Cen Foyt, Cit Mets $B $ $0 Richer, Cake SS - $225 
Ree, ery OFC Rice elo $759 OR Bears SBWNP $25.07 20 $5 Rey. im “Fre Bees. Ford, Whitey SS. $ $109 Raters, Bran Fl $9 
Rages, hn OFC w/HOF $ 249 Dia, Me Bears “Coactirg” $49 Phos, Pad HOF TOC.SA,Eages Foster, Georg GTM = «$19 $45 Rotors Reon TSMOF $$ AD 
forpuergt, BO $39 ean. A Cos HOF $19 Puasa, Jen Raiders $25 or 12130 Gary, Steve TSP. $15 $ 49 Retieo 8 SB $u$ 6 
Sanders, Biry OFC $ 2g9 | Sete Toy Daten/0 Pat $59 pecre, Mel (Data HOF Gieson, Gob MLB $45 $109 RooraninkSS $C 
Sayers, Gv OFC $189 0¢Golt «$79 BatOn, Ken Comtoys CSA $15 cn dry SF Readers Gavine, Tors $ 69 $ 109 Rodger, AexSS. ~ $39 
Ser, Billy NFL Gelt/Leess $7 wae 3 ichurtson, Teew KC & Aubian Gonwalet, aan NAB ~ $ 49 Pose, PoeSS/CSA $9 $ BD 
Sparier, Stee OR $189Gw0s$ 179 Fae pets pans Si bprtoon, Det des KF Goedon, Doe - $49 Rn, Note TSP. - $13 
Stabler, Wen CFC $199 or Rad Logs 139 pe ar $139. Poors J Nebraska Het'8D SP Gorden, Tom “Pash® $ 49 Sarcherp Rine TSP. $12 
Sam, xt OFC HOF $ 329 Ace Dg BC/ORs,Pas/S0 42g ROWE, Carlos Aabuan Gossage, Goose NYY $29 = Sartiagn, Benitp $ 39 
Stasbar, Boger OF $.S. $ 79 Focte. Lamy Steers Mich $75 Pile, Ante UL Maret Grttey, Ken x. UDA. $239 Schiirg Cut $$. $m 
Tayo, Lawrence OFC GTSM $ 29 fest Deteann Cu 4 UCLA $35 Salaam, Rashan Ooi/Hess Gon, Onze 05 WS. $ 79 Scomich, Mie HOF $03 9 
Trenman, oe OF w/ SBME $19 cee a $25 Senders, Bary Lions/OK St Gavin, Tory ASL. $159 Sever, Ton SS, - $49 
bora oe Sewer fey Sateen. ory Bas $29 or 1829 $59. Soyes, Gale Bears HOF Heton, Toad $$ $ 89 Settels, Gary $3 $109 
ss s2n9 Logos 99 St OM Co $25. Selren, LeFey 0iy/Bues HOF Homandes, Fett Fl $ 49 Sera, Riben -$ 8 
Gates, Actonio Coargers $39.01 16:00 $89 Shochiey. DY Georgia Homandez, K79 NL UVP $ 49° Skowrn, Moose $15 $ 45 
Yrunetel, Dany Gators w/Heis $ 89 Glover, Liked Dulas $25 Sevens, Coes Bucs), Texas Hemenser, Wie $ 39 Smith lets $19 : 
hein bah he $289 Gore. fri San fran $29 Sins, Bey Lors TSP /CU/Hhis Hortvand, Seen TSP, $ © SmmowemMGAL $9 § 99 
Green, Abenan Packers $39 oF $6129 $49 San, Jerery dapars Homer, Bon CSA $15 $ 3 Snow, kin - $u9 
Griese, Boo Mari HOF $49 Sos : - “yf 
BASKETBALL 8 x10 Hoar Cathe Donate in SA Ug Howard Fre CSA «$$ 13)«$ 29 Sade, Dus $S. sas © 
. 15 Sa Seve Paes , Husson, Te AS — $ 89 Sosa, Sarmy ASA - $29 
Ned, He CS ee foi Sabie. en Races $99. e120 Werte ToACSA $2 $69 Swat, One $4 
Bed, Lamy Cokics 16x20 8,5 $199 Hirt rao Stoiers $89 $129, SIMOt Daas Woe & Sante frye, Morte HOF $ 2% $ 49 Suton Den WOFTSP, $8 
Carr, Vince Nees/UNC 16:20 $129. ms, Tosene OU 123) Sa Ras aa Jackson, Rogge NUM. $139 Tejada, Mig SS $108 
Cousery, Bob Callies 1620 ‘99 Hank, AI Paciees/05U $49 16120 $79 Stee, Ente Stecies NOR Jenkins, Forge SS. $ 25 $ 45 Tay, 8°58 Oy $$ 3 
Cowens, Dave Cetics Lixid $45 __‘Hetey, Trees Tans /Vais $25 Meend, Hn RCE deoks, Dotty 05 WS. «$39 $ 79 Ube, ban 05 WS. -$ ® 
Genin, George “kemsa” SS. $35 Memes. Saterio Ono Sr/Steees $2q Stesherson, Dwight Marri HOF Jeter, Derek SS. — $399 Webatied, Tn $330 
Hardaway. A. (MagiyF) UDA (Attion) $ 49 Homing Pau HOF $296" £6120 $9 net tints an tiCad Jones, Chigper $69 $ 119 Wemer, Eat TSP, $19 9 45 
Hayes, Chuck (Hermciy)AA $25 ah 7 ng leans Jastee, Dave TSP. $ 2% $ 45 Wears, 6aySS $33» 
Johnson, Mage A620 ASL. $139. thy, ee Peas Mags A) Tae ols tenn Katine, ASP. $ 0 $ 19 Wis, Oomw TSP -$ @ 
Kemie, S. (Sea) (F) UDA (Atnion) $ 49. Yeo 5 a 2 Ls aged Heans, Austin TSP. $ 49° Wits, MauyCSA $19 8 65 
Livingston, Shawn Clippers. $19 Chad " 59 4 (Bas OSU) Lavtan, Bary FL $ 9 Weted, Dawe HOF SS -$ 9 
Preneap tron! Clopers ran proven w frew ng 9 Lares a phen Loe, Cartas $25 $ G5 Womack, Tory -$ 3 
— angie a § 2p ares Crate (ages HOF S21 Time, YA. NY/SE OF $29 68 16.29 Lee, Divek SS $109 Weod, Wits $2 
een tant baooe § 5p ones, Deacon HOF Ras/S0 $25. Tones Gna Mianl Hels (yen Find $ 25 $ 49. Zarbsaro, Vier Vann -$ 9 
O'Bannon, Lamy Louisvie 6/2 | aes ane Pemtes $25 Van Pet, Sad Garts 
Reverso, Osc Bucs HOF § 0) Hema 25 teh 1809 159g aan Ua UpAi thos tana 
Thurmond, Nite Warrors HOF $25 eh Leow we Browne Fig. Wier Hershel UGA $45 o 1620 
Wisten, BIL Caries 1620 $69 ree Bay MAL Sues Sip Weed Cari PUM 
Withams, Deron Utah Deatt Post $ 19 pacer Bae Cev/Canes $99. Wether, tes Oolptina/Ta Tece 
Wooden, John UCLA 16x20 $119 ease, Pad HOF CSA Vikings $25 White, Chas (USC Hels) T.S.P. 


Jackson, Bo (R) Racers had 
Janceshi, Ron) Eagies TB 
derkin, Michael (R) OSU/Fakees, 
‘nhesoe, Bethel (R) Th ALM 
Johnsen, Derick (ft Chiets 6/HOF 
Jotison, Hay (R) Jes $29 or USC 
Johnsen, Lary (Chiefs Pena S 
Johewen, Rad (R) Benga’s 
Jehaston, Day! (R) Datos 

Joiner, Crave (F) $0 «HOF 
Jones, Deacon (f) HOF Rares 
Jones, Et “Toy Tat” (R) AS. 
Jones, Damas) NO/Dartas 
Jones, Movin (Fi Vk Tech/Lions 
Jones, Thom. (R) UVA/Bases 
Jones Drew, ML (RR) Aaguars UCLA 
‘dapenson, S. |B) Stes/Duhe 
Hearse, Jevor (R) Gators 

Hay, Sen (PF) Bis MEA 

Welty, Leecy (R) Ciew. HOF 

Harner, Bay (R) Shans UCLA 
Weeko, oe (R) ets TS 
eave, Pad JR) Wik HOF 
Lambert tach (@) Steelers w /HOF 
Langer, So (Ri) Detgis HOF 
Lary, Yale (R) TH ABM/Lioes 
Lattrer, ohreny (R) NOY Mets 
Lal, Darts (R) Cen HOF OSU 
Lefoes, Stetan (R) Louse 
Leftaich, Byron (S) aguas 
Leinart, Matt () USC/Carts 
‘Lewy, Marv (Rt) Bits HOF 

Lily, Bob (0) HOF Daas: 

iti, Larry (8) Masi HOF 


All autographed itens come with Certificate of Authenticity and 
@ 10+fay money back guarantee. Shipping & handling $9.95 
(photos), $11.95 (baseballs & minis) $13.95 (most other 
items), plus $2.00 for each same Item. Same day shipping on 
money orders. Tenn. residents add 9.25% sales tax. Ask about 


szbssssstssz 


SSR 
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Stadbach, Roger (R) Daas 
‘Sheed, Catan (R) | Seg) GTM 
‘Stereras, kan (Ri Chiets HOF 
‘SRephenson, D. (A) Maes HOF 
‘Satan, Pat (R) AcounyHers 
Tarkenton, F(R) GA/Men, 
Taytot, Charley (R) Skins HOF 
Taylot, Fred (Ri) Jags /PL 
Taylor, Lawrence (R} NY /UNC 
Treamam, J. (Ry Shins NO 
Troma, Th (R) Bills /0S 
‘Pathe, YA (R) LSU/Giants: 
Verret, Gino «® U of Maara Hers 
Upstane, Gene () Raders HOF 
thtacher, Erian (@) Bears 
Vick, Mecnaed (A) Aul/Veech 
Vara, Johathan (A) Rts/Cares 
Wehr, Her. (5) GA/Hees. 
Wate, Andre (R) Hels) Moston 
Wart, Peter iF) FSU/Cen 
Wether, Wes 0) Doiphins,/Ts Tech 
Whte, Charis (R) USC Hers, 
‘Wate, Davey (7) Ontas, 
White, Aasoe (Rh) Cu/Meis 
Wote, Randy (R) Ox/Terps 
Wihars. Camel (R) Burs/Ab 
Ntigems, DeAngeto (R) MSu/Car 
Wikarns. Roy (R) OU/Da 
Witen, enon (f) UT. /Dataes 
Wooten, Crartes (F) MO Hess, 
Worrtel, Darcy (R) Gators eis 
Young. Steve if} SF. 6 HOF 
Yourgeiood, Jack (Ri Sarr HOF 
(Ry Reptica Me ($) Avth. Mend 
10) Crwume (SB) Super Bow! 


Sausussteetessssissstst8sseisusssussessteses8 
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BASKE 


AbdueRahin, $ 1/0 SB. 3 59 
Bird, Larry 1/0 SS. $ 349 
Camby, Marozs 1/0 $ 9 
Caner, Vinee 1/0 SS. $ 299 
Cousey, Bob 1/0 $ 169 
Grower, Clyoe 1/0 $.B. $ 119 
Ening, Julus 1/0 ROM $329 
Fraper, Wot 1/0 SS. $ 149 
Frye, Channing 1/0 5.5. $ 109 
Gay, Rudy 1/0 5.5, $ 109 
Hayes, Ein 1/0 HOF $ 129 
Jabbar, K. Abdul /OGTSM $299 
James, LeBron OFC UDA $ 599 
Johnson, Magic 1/ ASL $32 
Jordan, M.ULD.A. Wilson $3499 
Kiod, Jason 1/0 5.5, $19 
Magette, Coray 1/0 GAL $ 119 
O'New, Shag MM $ 398 
Pippen, Scottie 1/0 $ 249 
Rotertson, Oscar 1/0 $ 19 
Rodman, Ovrnis 1/0 $.S. $ 149 
‘Smith, Joe $.B. 1/0 $ 9 
Thonsah, tsiah 1/0 $ te 


private signings. Prices subject to change. Please confirm all 
items prior to mailing check or money order. Must inchude drivers 


license #, 


Wiles, Dave SF HOF 
Vihar, C. Aub/Bucs $79 or 1620 
Wks, 0.1 Marni 


Langer, Jim HOF CSA Deiphins, 
Latinet, Jeteny 1D. Hes 
Lave, Dante Browns HF 


Letos. Satan Lado $21. Witars, oy $49 Oa OU or 16:29 
Lemar, Mart USC $109 oF 1620 $183 Wrfeig, Agee Oho St 
Lobe, Astiey Deo $19. Yourg Seve SF479 16:20 
‘oenae, Roberto (Rp J.SA $ 109 Kale, AL(R) ENG HOF $139 
Barks, Emule (R) ENG HOF $ 239° Laskin, Barty (R)SSMLMNP $119 
Boggs. Wade Anthory (RIENG = $ 229° Atays. Wilke (A) ENG TSP $ 449 
Caner, Gary Eorund ENG = $ 149° Naspty, Dale (F) Career Sut $A! 
Chavet, Ere (fi) $ 89 : 

as Perez, Tory (R)ENGGTSM = $139 
Drew, JO (R) ENG 1.S?. $129 9 

phen, Col b (RJ Eng CSA $480 

Giosen, Bob (ft) ENG $ 119 Vea 
Gailey, Hen J.(1S)C271 UDA § 329 Rose. Pete A) “A2se" MM § 229 
Jackson, Regge (R) ENG $ 299  Scherigh, Mine (R) Eng. Stat GISMS 269 
Jeter, Derek S}C2T1 SS, $ Gag Shetetd, Gary (Rb ENG $ 149 
Jones, Andevw (RIENGAS! «$169 Sosa, Samay (LS) ENG $29 
Jones, Chigper (i) ENG $160 Witens, Bay RIENGS.SH. $119 


EN Sports. 


COLLECTIBLES 
“GUARANTEED AUTHENTIC FROM THE TRUSTED NAME IN SPORTS SINCE 1967” 


CALL TOLL FREE 


1-888-284-5661 


FAX (615-255-8656) * email: collectibles@athlonsports.com 


www.athionsports.com 
MON-FRI: SAM-GPM CST ® 2940 KRAFT DRIVE * NASHVILLE, TN 37204 


RECRUITING ATHLON CONSENSUS 100 


Player 

1. Terrelle Pryor 

2. Julio Jones 

3. Darrell Scott 

4. Da‘Quan Bowers 

5. Will Hill 

6. AJ. Green 

7. Arthur Brown 

8. Jermie Calhoun 

9. Patrick Johnson 
10. R.J. Washington 
11. Marcus Forston 
12. Michael Brewster 
13. Michael Floyd 
14. Nigel Bradham 
15. Blake Ayles 
16. Jonathan Baldwin 
17. DeAndre Brown 
18. Matt Kalil 
19. Richard Samuel 
20. Dayne Crist 
21. E.J. Manuel 
22. BJ. Scott 
23. Tyler Love 
24. DeAngelo Tyson 
25. Mike Adams 
26. Kyle Rudolph 
27. Tyron Smith 
28. TJ. Bryant 
29. Stephen Good 
30. Aldarius Johnson 
31, Matt Patchan 
32. Blaine Gabbert 
33. Etienne Sabino 
34. D.J. Shoemate 
35. Lucas Nix 
36. Ethan Johnson 
37. Baker Steinkuhler 
38. Ryan Williams 
39. DeVier Posey 
40. Dan Buckner 
41. Omar Hunter 
42. Chancey Aghayere 
43, Andrew Luck 
44. Kavario Middleton 
45. Jameel Owens 
46. Darryl Stonum 
47. Brandon Harris 
48. Brice Butler 
49. Jamie Harper 
50. Mike Glennon 


Pos. 


QB 
WR 
RB 
DE 
ATH 
WR 
LB 
RB 
CB 
DE 
OT 
OL 
WR 
LB 
TE 
WR 
WR 
OL 
RB 
QB 
QB 
ATH 
OL 
DT 
OL 
TE 
OL 
DB 
OL 
WR 
OL 
QB 
LB 
wR 
OL 
DL 
OL 
RB 


Ht. 
65" 
64" 
62" 
65" 
62" 
64" 
62" 
60" 
61" 
64" 
62" 
6s" 
63" 
6:2" 
65" 
65" 
66" 
6" 
62" 
65" 
64" 
60" 
67" 
62" 
68" 
67" 
66" 
61" 
65" 
62" 
66" 
65" 
63" 
60" 
66" 
64" 
66" 
5'10" 
63" 
64" 
60" 
64" 
64" 
6s" 
63" 
63" 
5110" 
63" 
60" 
66" 


Wt. 


230 
210 
215 
265 
205 
190 
230 
210 
175 
242 
309 
300 
200 
227 
255 
220 
205 
290 
215 
225 
201 
195 
290 
300 
310 
235 
270 
190 
305 
217 
260 
225 
230 
220 
300 
265 
290 
200 
205 
213 
322 
243 
215 
255 
200 
185 
185 
215 
227 
195 


Hometown School 
Jeannette, PA Ohio State 
Foley, AL Alabama 
Oxnard, CA Colorado 
Bamberg, SC Clemson 
West Orange, NJ Florida 
Summerville, SC Georgia 
Wichita, KS Miami 
Van, TX Oklahoma 
Pompano Beach, FL LSU 
Fort Worth, TX Oklahoma 
Miami, FL Miami 
Orlando, FL Ohio State 
Saint Paul, MN Notre Dame 
Crawfordville, FL Florida State 
Orange, CA USC 
Aliquippa, PA Pittsburgh 
Ocean Springs, MS Southern Miss 
Corona, CA USC 
Cartersville, GA Georgia 
Sherman Oaks,CA — Notre Dame 
Virginia Beach, VA _‘Florida State 
Prichard, AL Alabama 
Mountain Brook, AL Alabama 
Statesboro, GA Georgia 
Dublin, OH Ohio State 
Cincinnati, OH Notre Dame 
Moreno Valley, CA USC 
Tallahassee, FL USC 
Paris, TX Oklahoma 
Miami, FL Miami 
Tampa, FL Florida 
Ballwin, MO Missouri 
Sonny Isles, FL Ohio State 
Mira Loma, FL USC 
Jefferson Hills, PA Pittsburgh 
Portland, OR Notre Dame 
Lincoln, NE Nebraska 
Manassas, VA Virginia Tech 
Cincinnati, OH Ohio State 
Austin, TX Texas 
Buford, GA Florida 
Garland, TX LSU 
Houston, TX Stanford 
Lakewood, WA Washington 
Muskogee, OK Oklahoma 
Sugar Land, TX Michigan 
Miami, FL Miami 
Norcross, GA USC 
Jacksonville, FL Clemson 
Centreville, VA NC State 


Player 
51. Rahim Moore 
52. Boubacar Cissoko 
53. Dee Finley 
54. Aundre Dean 
55. Shayne Hale 
56. J.B. Shugarts 
57. DeVoe Torrence 
58. Mark Barron 
59. Nigel Carr 
60. William Green 
61. Cyrus Gray 
62. Aaron Williams 
63. Josh Jarboe 
64. Jarvis Humphrey 
65. Jon Major 
66. Ramon Buchanan 
67. Deion Walker 
68. Lamaar Thomas 
69. Dann O'Neill 
70. Jonas Gray 
71. Brendan Beal 
72. Chris Tolliver 
73.. Marcus Robinson 
74. Janoris Jenkins 
75. Jerrell Harris 
76. lynn Katoa 
77. DeSean Hales 
78. Steve Filer 
79. Gerell Robinson 
80. Jake Stoneburner 
81. Brandon Thompson 
82. Garrett Goebel 
83. Matt Meyer 
84. Andrew Sweat 
85. Trevor Robinson 
86. Jordan Futch 
87. DJ. Monroe 
88. Sean Spence 
89. Justin Johnson 
90. Darius Fleming 
91. Charles Whitlock 
92. Jeff Fuller 
93. Antoine McClain 
94. Joe Adams 
95. Nick Perry 
96. Robert Golden 
97. Josh Jenkins 
98. Brandon Barnes 
99. Aaron Hester 
100. Landry Jones 


OL 
ATH 
cB 
QB 


Ht. 
62" 
59" 
62" 
61" 
6a" 
63" 
62" 
62" 
63" 
6" 
510" 
61" 
63" 
62" 
63" 
61" 
63" 
S11" 
67" 
sit" 
63" 
61" 
62" 
sit" 
63" 
62" 
sit" 
6a" 
64" 
66" 
62" 
65" 
68" 
62" 
65" 
63" 
59" 
60" 
61" 
62" 
sit" 
64" 
66" 
60" 
63" 
s'10" 
6s" 
60" 
60" 
6a" 


Wt. 


185 
175 
200 
210 
240 
300 
212 
215 
220 
215 
188 
175 
195 
295 
225 
181 
185 
186 
295 
214 
223 
189 
210 
180 
215 
220 
185 
220 
210 
225 
291 
280 
295 
225 
304 
202 
165 
202 
210 
230 
170 
206 
305 
175 
240 
180 
305 
180 
180 
210 


Hometown 
Los Angeles, CA 
Detroit, MI 
Auburn, AL 
Katy, TX 
Monroeville, PA 
Klein, TX 
Massillon, OH 
Mobile, AL 
Jacksonville, FL 
Hoover, AL 
DeSoto, TX 
Round Rock, TX 
Decatur, GA 
Cedar Hill, TX 
Parker, CO 
Melbourne, FL 
Christchurch, VA 


Fort Washington, MD 


Grand Haven, MI 
Beverly Hills, Ml 
Bethlehem, PA 
Rayville, LA 
Homestead, FL 
Pahokee, FL 
Gadsden, AL 
Salt Lake City, UT 
Spring, TX 
Chicago, IL 
Phoenix, AZ 
Dublin, OH 
Thomasville, GA 
Villa Park, IL 
Stockton, CA 
Washington, PA 
Elkhorn, NE 
Hollywood, FL 
Angleton, 1X 
Miami, FL 
Gilmer, TX 
Chicago, IL 
Chester, SC 
McKinney, TX 
Anniston, AL 
Little Rock, AR 
Detroit, MI 
Fresno, CA 
Parkersburg, WV 
Bunn, NC 
Compton, CA 
Artesia, NM 


School 
UCLA 
Michigan 
Florida 
UCLA 
Pittsburgh 
Ohio State 
TBD 
Alabama 
Florida State 
Florida 
Texas A&M 
Texas 
Oklahoma 
Texas 
Colorado 
Miami 
Notre Dame 
Ohio State 
Michigan 
Notre Dame 
Florida 

LSU 

Miami 
Florida 
Alabama 
Colorado 
Texas 

Notre Dame 
ASU 

Ohio State 
Clemson 
Ohio State 
USC 

Ohio State 
Notre Dame 
Miami 
Texas 
Miami 
Oklahoma 
Notre Dame 
South Carolina 
Texas A&M 
Clemson 
Arkansas 
USC 
Arizona 
West Virginia 
NC State 
UCLA 
Oklahoma 


The Athlon Consensus 100 is a compilation of the rankings of four major recruiting services. We regard this as a fair 
representation of the top players in the country. For more detailed recruiting coverage, visit athlonsports.com. 
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ATHLON®* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


RECRUITING TOP RISING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 


Top 15 Quarterbacks 


Matt Barkley 63" 225 
Shavodrick Beaver = 6'3"_—-:177 
Tate Forcier 61" 195 
Garrett Gilbert 63" 195 
Cody Green 64" 220 
AJ. McCarron 6'4" 190 
Ryan Mossakowski = 6'4"_—-201 
Aaron Murray 61" 198 
Kevin Newsome 6'3" 210 
Morgan Newton 614" 205 
Josh Nunes 614" 207 
Tyrik Rollison 62" 185 
Tom Savage 63" 230 
Russell Shepard 6'2" 187 
Eugene Smith 63" 175 
Top 20 Running Backs 
Edwin Baker 5'10" 205 
Bryce Brown 61" 212 
Larry Caper 5'10"_ 215 
AJ. Dugat 61" 205 
Washaun Ealey S11" 205 
Michael Ford 5'10" 200 
Tyler Gaffney 61" 215 
Eddie Lacy 5'11" 200 
Lamar Miller 5111" 205 
David Oku 58" 180 
Dexter Pratt 62" 220 
Lonnie Pryor 611" 195 
Trent Richardson 5'11" 210 
Theo Riddick 5110" 190 
Desmond Scott 59" 180 
Jeremy Smith 5'10" 197 
Chris Whaley 63" 220 
Chris Thompson 58" 175 
Ronnie Wingo, Jr. 62" 210 
Cierre Wood 60" 195 
Top 20 Wide Receivers 
Joshua Adams 64" 200 
Kraig Appleton 63" 190 
Emory Blake 62" 200 
Marlon Brown 65" 210 
Jheranie Boyd 63" 180 
Randall Carroll 5'10" 180 
Keenan Davis 63" 195 
Andre Debose 60" 170 
Willie Downs 6'2" 190 
Shaquelle Evans 61" 190 
Chris Fields 60" 180 
De'Von Flournoy 6'0" 180 
Logan Heastie 62" = 185 
James Jackson 60" 175 
Rolando Jefferson 62" 190 
Kendall Kelly 64" 210 
Rueben Randle 6'3" 200 
NuKeese Richardson 5'9" 160 
Je'Ron Stokes 61" 180 
Greg Timmons 63" 195 
Top 10 Tight Ends 
Orson Charles 63" 230 
Brock DeCicco 65" 210 
Arthur Fontaine 64" 214 
Jake Golic 64" 210 
Edward Hazelett 67" 250 
Barrett Matthews 6'3" 220 
Morrell Presley 6'4" 220 
Dion Sims 614" 228 
Levine Toilolo 67" 235 
Logan Thomas 66" 215 


Santa Ana, CA 
Wichita Falls, TX 
San Diego, CA 
Austin, TX 
Dayton, TX 
Mobile, AL 
Frisco, TX 
Tampa, FL 
Chesapeake, VA 
Carmel, IN 
Upland, CA 
Sulphur Springs, TX 
Philadelphia, PA 
Houston, TX 
Miramar, FL 


Oak Park, MI 
Wichita, KS 
Battle Creek, MI 
Dayton, TX 

Twin City, GA 
Leesville, LA 
San Diego, CA 
Geismar, LA 
Miami, FL 
Midwest City, OK 
Navasota, TX 
Okeechobee, FL 
Pensacola, FL 
Somerville, NJ 
Durham, NC 
Tulsa, OK 
Madisonville, TX 
Greenville, FL 
St. Louis, MO 
Oxnard, CA 


Cheshire, CT 
East St. Louis, IL 
Austin, TX 
Memphis, TN 
Gastonia, NC 
Los Angeles, CA 
Cedar Rapids, IA 
Sanford, FL 
Tallahassee, FL 
Inglewood, CA 
Painesville, OH 
Van Nuys, CA 
Chesapeake, VA 
Grand Ledge, MI 
Fresno, CA 
Gadsden, AL 
Bastrop, LA 
Pahokee, FL 
Philadelphia, PA 
Aldine, TX 


Tampa, FL 
Clairton, PA 
Dartmouth, MA 
West Hartford, CT 
Indianapolis, IN 
Houston, TX 
Carson, CA 
Orchard Lake, Ml 
La Mesa, CA 
Lynchburg, VA 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


Top 20 Offensive Linemen 

Nick Alajajian 64" 280 Naples, FL 
Thomas Ashcraft 65" 280 Cedar Hill, TX 
Chris Burnette 64" 290 LaGrange, GA 
Kevin Graf 66" 302 Agoura, CA 
Marcus Hall 65" 290 Cleveland, OH 
Stan Hasiak 66" 295 Kapolei, HI 
Leon Hill 64" 320 Chicago, IL 
JK. Jay 66" 275 Greenville, SC 
Austin Long 66" 275 Memphis, TN 
John Martinez 614" 265 Salt Lake City, UT 
Xavier Nixon 66" 275 Fayetteville, NC 
Michael Philipp 64" 305 San Bernardino, CA 
Eric Shrive 67" 285 Scranton, PA 
Charles Siddoway 6'5"._—-287 Eugene, OR 
Xavier Sua-Filo 64" 270 Provo, UT 
Mason Walters 66" 290 Wolfforth, TX 
Patrick Ward 66" 295 New Lennox, IL 
Chris Watt 63" 280 Glen Ellyn, IL 
Brandon Webb 64" 290 Owasso, OK 
Jared Wheeler 65" 310 Plantation, FL 
Top 15 Defensive Ends 

Michael Brockers 66" 255 Houston, TX 
Justin Chaisson 64" 252 Las Vegas, NV 
Craig Drummond 6'5" 260 Chicago, IL 
Dyron Dye 6'4" 220 Sanford, FL 
Melvin Fellows 65" 245 Garfield Heights, OH 
Ryne Giddins 64" 230 Seffner, FL 
Shelby Harris 63" 235 Mequon, WI 
Abry Jones 6'3" 250 Warner Robins, GA 
Nick Kasa 67" 235 Broomfield, CO 
Devon Kennard 64" 238 Phoenix, AZ 
Anthony LaLota 66" 260 Princeton, NJ 
Jack Lippert 64" 248 Harrisburg, PA 
Sam Montgomery 6'4"_— 220 Greenwood, SC 
Donte Moss 64" 235 Jacksonville, FL 
Alex Okafor 64" 220 Pflugerville, TX 
Top 10 Defensive Tackles 

Corey Adams 64" 272 Scottsdale, AZ 
Gary Brown 63" 275 Quincy, FL 
Lendell Buckner 63" 325 Chicago, IL 
William Campbell 64" 320 Detroit, MI 
Chris Davenport 64" 307 Mansfield, LA 
DJ. Fluker 67" 325 Foley, AL 
Antwan Lowery 63" 310 Miami, FL 
Jaccobi McDaniel 60" 280 Greenville, FL 
Jamarkus McFarland 6'3" 280 Lufkin, TX 
John Simon 63" = 275 Youngstown, OH 
Top 20 Linebackers 

Tarig Allen 62" 230 Irving, TX 
Dorian Bell 61" 215 Monroeville, PA 
Vontaze Burfict 62" 235 Corona, CA 
Eric Fields 61" 205 Warner Robins, GA 
Todd Golper 61" 225 Arcadia, CA 
Jelani Jenkins 60" 203 Wheaton, MD 
Nico Johnson 63" 226 Andalusia, AL 
Jarvis Jones 63" 205 Columbus, GA 
Storm Klein 62" 220 Newark, OH 
Chris Metcalf 62" 195 Compton, CA 
Barkevious Mingo 62" 215 West Monroe, LA 
Kevin Minter 60" 230 Suwanee, GA 
C.J. Mizell 62" 212 Tallahassee, FL 
Austin Moss 63" 215 Rockwall, TX 
Chris Norman 62" 219 Detroit, Ml 
Tana Patrick 63” 215 Stevenson, AL 
Marquis Simmons 62" 215 Compton, CA 
Frankie Telfort 1" 200 Miami, FL 
Manti Teo 62" 230 Honolulu, HI 
Jordan Whiting 60" 230 Louisville, KY 


Top 20 Cornerbacks 
C.J. Barnett 61" 185 
Eryon Barnett 62" 180 
Chad Bumpis 5110" 190 
Marcus Davis 611" 185 
Ricardo Dixon 5'10" 160 
Darrell Givens S11" 174 
Eric Gordon 5110" 190 
Cliff Harris 60" 165 
Travis Hawkins S11" 185 
D.J. Hunter 60" 195 
Janzen Jackson 60" 175 
Dre Kirkpatrick 62" 180 
Gabe Lynn 61" 180 
Marlon Pollard 61" 170 
Greg Reid 59" 180 
Terry Shankle 5'10" 170 
Branden Smith 5'11" 180 
Kenny Vaccaro 61" 190 
Chris Williams 5111" 185 
Darius Winston 60" 180 
Top 10 Safeties 

Craig Bills 62" 205 
Kevin Brent 5'11" 196 
Jajuan Harley 6'2" 190 
DeVonte Holloman  6'2""—205 
DaMario Jeffery 63" 215 
Craig Loston 62" 193 
TJ. McDonald 62" 186 
Justin Turner 612" 186 
Dijon Washington 60" 180 
Jamie Wood 62" 190 
Top 10 Athletes 
RayRayArmstrong 6'4" 218 
EJ. Banks 60" 180 
Corey Brown 60" 180 
Montrell Connor 62" 210 
Jeremy Gallon 59" 160 
Patrick Hall 60" 181 
Brandon McGee 60" 180 
Donavan Tate 62" 195 
Logan Thomas 66" 215 
Todd Thomas 63" 195 


MATT BARKLEY, SANTA ANA, CA QB 


Clayton, OH 
Euless, TX 

Tupelo, MS 
League City, TX 
Hallandale, FL 
Indian Head, MD 
Nashville, TN 
Fresno, CA 
Gaithersburg, MD 
Middletown, OH 
Lake Charles, LA 
Gadsden, AL 
Jenks, OK 

San Bernardino, CA 
Valdosta, GA 
Norwood, NC 
Atlanta, GA 
Brownwood, TX 
Cincinnati, OH 
West Helena, AR 


Provo, UT 
Dallas, TX 
Tallahassee, FL 
Charlotte, NC 
Columbia, $C 
Aldine, TX 
Fresno, CA 
Massillon, OH 
Lawndale, CA 
Pickerington, OH 


Sanford, FL 
McKees Rocks, PA 
Monroeville, PA 
Monroe, LA 
Apopka, FL 
Ventura, CA 
Lauderhill, FL 
Cartersville, GA 
Lynchburg, VA 
Beaver Falls, PA 
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ACC 


BOSTON COLLEGE (11-3) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 

Kent State 
Georgia Tech 
UCF 

Rhode Island 

at NC State 
Virginia Tech 

at North Carolina 
Clemson 

Notre Dame 

at Florida State 
ot Wake Forest 
Maryland 
#Cleveland, OH 


CLEMSON (9-4) 
Clemson, SC 

A.30 #Alabama 

The Citadel 

NC State 

South Carolina State 
Maryland 

at Wake Forest 
Georgia Tech 

at Boston College 
at Florida State 
Duke 

at Virginia 

South Carolina 
#Atlanta, GA 


DUKE (1-11) 

Durhom, NC 

James Madison 
Northwestern 
Navy 


Virginia 

at Reorgia Tech 
Miami 

at Vanderbilt 
at Wake Forest 
NC State 

at Clemson 

at Virginio Tech 
: North Carolina 


FLORIDA STATE (7-6) 
Tallahassee, FL 
Western Carolina 
Chattanooga 
Wake Forest 
Colorado 

at Miami 

at NC State 
Virginia Tech 

at Georgia Tech 
Clemson 

Boston College 
at Maryland 
Florida 
flacksonville, FL 


GEORGIA TECH (7-6) 
Atlanta, GA 
Jacksonville State 
at Boston College 
at Virginia Tech 
Mississippi State 
Duke 
Gardner-Webb 
at Clemson 
Virginia 
Florida State 
at North Corolina 
Miami 
at Georgia 
MARYLAND (6-7) 
College Park, MD 
Delawore 
at Middle Tennessee 
California 
Eastern Michigan 
at Clemson 
at Virginia 
Wake Forest 
NC State 
at Virginia Tech 
North Carolina 
Florida State 
at Boston College 
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MIAMI (5-7) 

Coral Gables, FL 
Charleston Southern 
at Florida 
at Texas A&M 
North Carolina 
Florida State 
UCF 
at Duke 
Wake Forest 
at Virginia 
Virginia Tech 
at Georgia Tech 
at NC State 


NORTH CAROLINA (4-8) 
Chapel Hill, NC 

A.30 McNeese State 
at Rutgers 
Virginia Tech 
at Miami 
Connecticut 
Notre Dame 
at Virginia 
Boston College 
Georgia Tech 
at Maryland 
NC State 

at Duke 


NC STATE (5-7) 
Raleigh, NC 
A. 28 at South Corolina 
S. 6 William & Mary 
at Clemson 
East Carolina 
South Florida 
Boston College 
Florida State 
at Maryland 
at Duke 
Wake Forest 
at North Carolina 
. 29 Miami 
VIRGINIA (9-4) 
Charlottesville, VA 
A.30 USC 
$.6 Richmond 
$.13 at Connecticut 
S.27 at Duke 
Maryland 
East Carolina 
North Carolina 
at Georgia Tech 
Miami 
. 8 at Wake Forest 
. 22 Clemson 
N. 29 at Virginia Tech 


VIRGINIA TECH (11-3) 
Blacksburg, VA 

A.30 #East Carolina 
Furman 

Georgia Tech 

at North Carolina 
at Nebraska 
Western Kentucky 
at Boston College 
at Florida State 
Maryland 

at Miami 

Duke 

Virginia 
#Charlotte, NC 
WAKE FOREST (9-4) 
Winston-Salem, NC 
A.30 at Baylor 

Ole Miss 

at Florida State 
Navy 

Clemson 

at Maryland 

at Miami 

Duke 

Virginia 

at NC State 
Boston College 
Vanderbilt 
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BIG EAST 


CINCINNATI (10-3) 
Cincinnati, OH 

A. 28 Eastern Kentucky 
S. 6 at Oklahoma 
Miami (OH) 

at Akron 

at Marshall 
Rutgers 

at Connecticut 
South Florida 
at West Virginia 
at Louisville 
Pittsburgh 
Syracuse 

at Hawaii 


NNECTICUT (9-4) 
CT 


Hofstra 

at Temple 
Virginia 

Baylor 

at Louisville 

at North Carolina 
at Rutgers 
Cincinnati 

West Virginia 

at Syracuse 

at South Florida 
i Pittsburgh 


LOUISVILLE (6-6) 

Louisville, KY 

A.31 Kentucky 

S. 6 Tennessee Tech 

S.17 Kansas State 

S. Connecticut 
at Memphis 
Middle Tennessee 
South Florida 
at Syracuse 
at Pittsburgh 
Cincinnati 
West Virginia 
ot Rutgers 


TTSBURGH (5-7) 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Bowling Green 
Buffalo 
lowa 
at Syracuse 
at South Florida 
at Navy 
Rutgers 
at Notre Dame 
Louisville 
at Cincinnati 
West Virginia 
at Connecticut 
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Fresno State 
North Carolina 
at Navy 
Morgan State 
at West Virginia 
at Cincinnati 
Connecticut 

at Pittsburgh 
Syracuse 

at South Florida 
Army 

Louisville 


SOUTH FLORIDA (9-4) 

Tampa, FL 
Tennessee-Martin 
at UCF 
Kansas 
at Floride International 
at NC State 
Pittsburgh 

. Syracuse 
5 at Louisville 

at Cincinnati 
Rutgers 
Connecticut 
at West Virginia 
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SYRACUSE (2-10) 
Syracuse, NY 
at Northwestern 
Akron 
Penn State 
Northeastern 
Pittsburgh 
at West Virginia 
at South Florida 
Louisville 
at Rutgers 
Connecticut 
at Notre Dame 
at Cincinnati 


WEST VIRGINIA (11-2) 
Morgantown, WV 
A.30 Villanova 

S$. 6 at East Carolina 
at Colorado 
Marshall 
Rutgers 
Syracuse 
Auburn 

ot Connecticut 
Cincinnati 

at Louisville 

at Pittsburgh 
South Florida 


BIG TEN 


ILLINOIS (9-4) 
Champaign, IL 

A.30  4Missouri 

S. 6 Eastern Illinois 
UL Lofayette 

at Penn State 

at Michigan 
Minnesota 
Indiana 

at Wisconsin 
lowa 

%Western Michigan 
Ohio State 

at Northwestern 
#St. Louis, MO 
%Detroit, MI 


INDIANA (7-6) 
Bloomington, IN 

A.30 Western Kentucky 
Murray State 
Ball State 
Michigan State 
at Minnesota 
lowa 

at Illinois 
Northwestern 
Central Michigan 
Wisconsin 

at Penn State 

at Purdue 


(6-6) 

City, IA 
Maine 
Florida International 
lowa State 
at Pittsburgh 
Northwestern 
at Michigan State 
at Indiana 
Wisconsin 
at Illinois 
Penn State 
Purdue 

. 22 at Minnesota 


MICHIGAN (9-4) 

Ann Arbor, Ml 

A.30 Utah 

S. 6 Miami (OH) 

at Notre Dame 
Wisconsin 
Mlinois 

Toledo 

at Penn State 
Michigan State 
at Purdue 

at Minnesota 
Northwestern 
at Ohio State 
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MICHIGAN STATE (7-6) 
East Lansing, MI 

A.30 at California 

S. 6 Eastern Michigan 
Florida Atlantic 
Notre Dame 

at Indiana 

lowa 

at Northwestern 
Ohio State 

at Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Purdue 

. 22 at Penn State 


MINNESOTA (1-11) 
Minneapolis, MN 

A.30 Northern Illinois 
S. 6 at Bowling Green 
Montano State 
Florida Atlantic 
at Ohio State 
Indiana 

at Illinois 

at Purdue 
Northwestern 
Michigan 

at Wisconsin 
lowa 


NORTHWESTERN (6-6) 
Evanston, IL 

A.30 Syracuse 

at Duke 
Southern Illinois 
Ohio 

at lowa 
Michigan State 
Purdue 

at Indiana 

at Minnesota 
Ohio State 

at Michigan 
Illinois 


OHIO STATE (11-2) 
Columbus, OH 
i Youngstown State 

Ohio 
at USC 
Troy 
Minnesota 
at Wisconsin 
Purdue 
at Michigan State 
Penn State 
at Northwestern 
at Illinois 
Michigan 


PENN STATE (9-4) 
University Park, PA 

30 Coastal Carolina 
Oregon State 
at Syracuse 
Temple 

Minois 

at Purdue 

at Wisconsin 
Michigan 

at Ohio State 
at lowa 
Indiana 
Michigan State 


PURDUE (8-5) 

West Lafayette, IN 
Northern Colorado 
Oregon 

Central Michigan 
at Notre Dame 
Penn State 

at Ohio State 

at Northwestern 
Minnesota 
Michigan 

at Michigan State 
at lowa 
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WISCONSIN (9-4) 
Madison, WI 

A.30 Akron 
Marshall 

at Fresno State 
at Michigan 
Ohio State 
Penn State 

at lowa 

Illinois 

at Michigan State 
at Indiana 
Minnesota 

Cal Poly 


BIG 12 


BAYLOR (3-9) 

Waco, IX 

4.30 Woke Forest 
Northwestern State 
Washington State 
at Connecticut 
Oklahoma 

lowa State 

at Oklahoma State 
at Nebraska 
Missouri 

at Texas 

Texas A&M 

at Texas Tech 


COLORADO (6-7) 
Boulder, CO 

A.30 #Colorado State 
Eastern Washington 
West Virginio 
%Florida State 
Texas 

at Kansas 
Kansas State 

at Missouri 

at Texas A&M 
lowa State 
Oklahoma State 
at Nebraska 
#Denver, CO 
%lacksonville, FL 


IOWA STATE (3-9) 


South Dakota State 
Kent State 

at lowa 

at UNLV 

Kansas 

at Baylor 
Nebraska 

Texas A&M 

at Oklahoma State 
at Colorado 
Missouri 

at Kansas State 


KANSAS (12-1) 

lawrence, KS 

4.30 Florida International 
Louisiana Tech 

at South Florida 
Sam Houston State 
at lowa State 
Colorado 

at Oklahoma 
Texas Tech 

Kansas State 

at Nebraska 

Texas 

# Missouri 

#Kansas City, MO 


KANSAS STATE (5-7) 
Manhattan, KS 
A.30 North Texas 
S. 6 Montana State 
at Louisville 
UL Lafayette 
Texas Tech 

at Texas A&M 
at Colorado 
Oklahoma 
at Kansas 

at Missouri 
Nebraska 
lowa State 
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MISSOURI (12-2) 
Columbia, MO 

A.30  fillinois 
Southeast Missouri 
Nevada 

Buffalo 

at Nebraska 
Oklahoma State 
at Texas 
Colorado 

at Baylor 

Kansas State 

at lowa State 
%Kansas 

#St. Louis, MO 
%Kansas City, MO 


NEBRASKA (5-7) 

Lincoln, NE . 
A.30 Western Michigan 
San Jose State 
New Mexico State 
Virginia Tech 
Missouri 

at Texas Tech 

at lowa State 
Baylor 

at Oklahoma 
Kansas 

at Kansas State 
Colorado 


OKLAHOMA (11-3) 
lorman, OK 
Chattanooga 
Cincinnati 

at Washington 
TCU 

at Baylor 
flexas 

Kansas 

at Kansas State 
Nebraska 

at Texas A&M 
Texas Tech 

at Oklahoma State 
4Dallas, TX 


OKLAHOMA STATE (7-6) 
Stillwater, OK 
#Washington State 
Houston 
Missouri State 
Troy 

Texas A&M 

at Missouri 
Baylor 

at Texas 

lowo State 

at Texas Tech 

at Colorado 
Oklchoma 
#Secttle, WA 
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Horida Atlantic 
ot UTEP 
Arkansas 

Rice 

at Colorado 
#Oklchoma 
Missouri 
Oklahoma State 
at Texas Tech 
Baylor 

at Kansas 
Texcs A&M 
#Dallas, TX 


TEXAS A&M S-4 
ee Station, TX 

A.30° Arkansas State 
at New Mexico 
Miami 
Army 
at Oklahoma State 
Kansas State 
Texas Tech 
at lowa State 
Colorado 
Oklahoma 
at Baylor 
at Texas 


TEXAS TECH (9-4) 
Nate ™ 

Eastern Washington 
at Nevada 

SMU 
Massachusetts 
at Kansas State 
Nebraska 

at Texas A&M 

at Kansas 

Texas 
Okichoma State 
at Oklahoma 
Baylor 
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C-USA 


EAST CAROLINA (8-5) 
Greenville, NC 
#Virginia Tech 
West Virginio 
at Tulane 
at NC State 
Houston 
at Virginia 
Memphis 
at UCF 
Marshall 
at Southern Miss 
at UAB 
UTEP 
#Charlotte, NC 


HOUSTON (8-5) 
Houston, TX 

A.30 Southern 

at Oklahoma State 
Air Force 

at Colorado State 
at East Carolina 
UAB 

at SMU 

at Marshall 
Tulane 

Tulsa 

UTEP 

N.2% at Rice 


MARSHALL (3-9) 
Huntington, WV 

A. 30 illinois State 

S. 6 at Wisconsin 
Memphis 

at Southern Miss 
at West Virginia 
Cincinnati 

at UAB 

Houston 

at East Carolina 
UCF 

at Rice 

Tulsa 


MEMPHIS (7-6) 
Memphis, TN 

A.3%0 at Ole Miss 
Rice 

at Marshall 
Nicholls State 
Arkansas State 
at UAB 
Louisville 

at East Carolina 
Southern Miss 
at SMU 

UCF 

Tulane 


RICE (3-9) 

Houston, TX 

A.29 SMU 

at Memphis 
at Vanderbilt 
at Texas 
North Texas 
at Tulsa 
Southern Miss 
at Tulane 

ot UTEP 
Army 
Morshall 
Houston 


SMU (1-11) 

Dallas, TX 

A.29 at Rice 

S. 6 Texas State 
at Texas Tech 
TCU 

at Tulane 

at UCF 

Tulsa 
Houston 

at Novy 
Memphis 

at UTEP 
Southern Miss 


SOUTHERN MISS (7-6) 
Hattiesburg, MS 

UL Lofayette 
at Auburn 

at Arkansas State 
Marshall 

UTEP 

Boise State 

at Rice 

at Memphis 
UAB 

at UCF 

East Carolina 
ot SMU 
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TULANE (4-8) 
New Orleans, LA 

S$. 6 at Alaboma 
Eost Carolina 
UL Monroe 
SMU 
Army 

ot UTEP 
Rice 

at LSU 

at Houston 
UAB 

at Tulsa 
at Memphis 


TULSA es 
Tulsa, O 
A. 30 at UAB 
3 at North Texas 
New Mexico 
Central Arkansos 
Rice 
at SMU 
UTEP 
UCF 
at Arkansas 
at Houston 
Tulane 
at Marshall 


UAB (2-10) 

Birmingham, AL 

A.% Tulsa 

at Florida Atlantic 
at Tennessee 
Alabama State 
at South Carolina 
Memphis 

at Houston 
Marshall 

at Southern Miss 
Tulsa 

at Tulane 

East Carolina 

at UCF 


UcF (10-4) 
Orlando, FL 
South Carolina State 
South Florida 
at Boston College 
at UTEP 
SMU 
at Miami 
at Tulsa 
East Carolina 
Southern Miss 
at Marshall 
at Memphis 
UAB 
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at Buffalo 

Texas 

New Mexico State 
UCF 

at Southern Miss 
Tulane 

at Tulsa 

Rice 

at UL Lafayette 
SMU 

at Houston 

at East Carolina 
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at Wisconsin 
at Syracuse 
Ball State 

at Army 
Cincinnati 

at Kent State 
Bowling Green 
at Eastern Michigan 
Toledo 

Buffalo 

at Ohio 

at Temple 


BALL STATE (7-6) 
Muncie, IN 
A.28 Northeastern 


S. 5 N 
‘ at Akron 


at Indiona 

Kent Stote 

at Toledo 

at Western Kentucky 
Eastern Michigan 
Northern Illinois 

at Miami (OH) 

at Central Michigan 
Western Michigan 
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BOWLING GREEN (8-5) 
Bowling Green, OH 
A.30 ot Pittsburgh 
Minnesota 
at Boise State 
at Wyoming 
Eastern Michigan 
at Akron 
Miami (OH) 

at Northern Illinois 
Kent State 
at Ohio 
Buffalo 
at Toledo 


be ite (5-7) 


UTEP 

at Pittsburgh 
Temple 

at Missouri 

at Central Michigan 
Western Michigan 
Army 

at Ohio 

Miami (OK) 

at Akron 

at Bowling Green 
Kent State 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN (8-6) 
Mt. Pleasant, Ml 

Eastern Illinois 

at Georgia 

at Ohio 

at Purdue 

Buffalo 

Temple 

Western Michigan 

at Toledo 

at Indiana 

ot Northern Illinois 

Ball State 

at Eastern Michigan 


EASTERN MICHIGAN (4-8) 
Ypsilanti, MI 
Indiana State 
at Michigan Stote 
Toledo 
at Maryland 
Northern Illinois 
at Bowling Green 
at Army 
Akron 
at Ball State 
at Western Michigan 
at Temple 
Central Michigan 


KENT STATE (3-9) 

Kent, OH 

A. 30 #Boston College 
S. 6 at lowa State 
Delaware State 
at UL Lofayette 
at Ball State 
Akron 

Ohio 

at Miami (OH) 
at Bowling Green 
Temple 
Northern Illinois 
at Buffalo 
#Cleveland, OH 


MIAMI (OH) (6-7) 
Oxford, OH 
Vanderbilt 
at Michigan 
Charleston Southern 
at Cincinnati 
Temple 
ot Northern Illinois 
at Bowling Green 
Kent State 
at Buffalo 
Boll State 
at Toledo 
Ohio 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS (2-10) 
Dekalb, IL 
A.30 at Minnesoto 
at Western Michigan 
Indiana State 
ot Eastern Michigan 
at Tennessee 
Miami (OK) 
Toledo 
Bowling Green 
at Ball State 
Central Michigan 
at Kent State 
Navy 
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OHIO (6-6) 

Athens,OH = 

A.30 at Wyoming 

at Ohio State 
Central Michigan 
at Northwestern 
VMI 

at Western Michigan 
at Kent State 

at Temple 
Buffalo 

Bowling Green 
Akron 

at Miami (OH) 


TEMPLE (4-8) 

rap are PA 

at Army 
Connecticut 

at Buffalo 

at Penn State 
Western Michigan 
at Miami (OH) 

at Central Michigan 
Ohio 

at Navy 

at Kent State 
Eastern Michigan 
Akron 
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at Arizona 

at Eastern Michigan 
Fresno State 

Florida International 
Ball State 

at Michigan 

at Northern Illinois 
Central Michigan 
atAkron 

at Western Michigan 
Miami (OH) 

Bowling Green 


WESTERN MICHIGAN (5-7) 
Kalamazoo, MI 

at Nebraska 
Northern Illinois 

at Idaho 
Tennessee Tech 
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at Central Michigan 
Eastern Michigan 
fillinois 

Toledo 

at Ball State 
#Detroit, MI 


MOUNTAIN WEST 


AIR FORCE (9-4) 
Colorado Springs, CO 
.30 Southern Utah 
at Wyoming 

at Houston 
Utah 

Navy 

at Son Diego State 
at UNLV 

New Mexico 

at Army 
oe State 
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Northern lowa 
at Washington 
UCLA 

Wyomin 

at ‘toh State 
New Mexico 

oat TCU 

UNLV 

at Colorado State 
San Diego State 
at Air Force 

at Utch 


COLORADO STATE (3-9) 
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Duke: Ric Fogel; Hawaii: Brian Tirpak 
Cincinnati: Larry Kinker; Oregon: Sol Neelman; USC: Peter Brouillet 
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ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


Florida State: Courtland Richards 
Alabama: Al Kooistra; LSU: Layne Murdoch 


THE ATHLON SPORTS SIDELINE SPIRIT CONTEST, WHERE BEING ON THE SIDELINES IS NOT A BAD THING. 


The Perfect Experience '— 


PRESENTS 


: Missouri: Larry Smith; Clemson: Brad Schloss 
Oklahoma: Layne Murdoch; Washington State: Stephen Brashear 


GAME DAY 


“a 


Week ie 
| YANKEES BASEBALL | 


Athlon Sports and Triumph Books have teamed up to bring you , a series of books covering sports’ most legendary programs and teams. With stunning visuals, vivid full- 

color photography and lively text, the books shine the spotlight on the greatest players, teams, coaches, rivalries and moments in the history of these great schools. 
TENNESSEE ALABAMA OKLAHOMA TEXAS USC ARIZONA STATE IOWA PENN STATE OHIO WISCONSIN 
COLLECTIBLES TRI: Soro — sae 


the Leagee with 
NFL Beat Writers 


CALL TOLL FREE 


1-888-284-5661 


FAX (615-255-8656) * email: collectibles@athlonsports.com 
MON-FRI: 8AM-6PM CST 


mn al DRIVE ® NASHVILLE, TN 37204 
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EXPERIENCE THE FREEDOM OF GRILLING ON THE ROAD! 


‘ cott Salter has always loved tailgating. However, with his 
Ss quirky back, crouching over a tiny grill waiting for hot dogs 
; * to cook was never his idea of fun, and his recently purchased 

SUV had plenty of room in the back for a backyard grill. 
What could be better than bringing a full-size grill and grilling up killer 
barbecue before the game just like you do at home? His wife however 
was not as excited about the idea. “You're not putting that smelly, greasy 
grill in the back of our brand new SUV,” she admonished him — and 
thus, a revolution in grilling was born. For as Scott drove to the game 

(in his other car) he noticed how many trucks and SUVs had hitches 
as standard equipment, and even the RVs parked at the game had hitch 
receivers. 

The wheels in Scott’s head 
started to spin, and all he could 
think about was finding a way to 
mount his barbecue outside of the 
vehicle on the tow hitch so that he 
could easily bring it to the game. It 
wouldn't make a mess in the car, 
and it would be secure like a bike 
rack. Almost a year after this expe- 
rience, Scott and his business part- 
ners, Steve Caliguri and Ernie 
LeDuc, founded Freedom Grill 
over beer and ribs on the Fourth of 
July with one mission: To ensure 
that, “Ifa man dies on the road, it 
wont be from hunger.” 

A prototype of the grill and rev- 
olutionary transport system was built over the summer, and the tail- 
gating commenced. Scott and his team went through nearly a hundred 
pounds of meat the first season in the San Diego Chargers’ parking lot 
with the Freedom Grill. Thousands of tailgaters were asked what they 
liked about the concept and what features they needed in their grill to 
truly make the tailgating experience even more enjoyable. By the end 
of the season, the product vision was clear, and the first Freedom Grill 
was born just in time for the 2004 football season. 

Tailgaters loved the Freedom Grill’s patented swing arm because it 
allowed a full-size grill to be easily transported on the back of the vehi- 
cle and “swing away” from the vehicle when in use. As word of the Free- 
dom Grill spread throughout the tailgating community, tailgating fan 
clubs like TheHogs.net and Pantherfanz began using the grill and telling 
their friends, and “The Official Grill of Tailgating™” was crowned. 

As sales of the Freedom Grill picked up steam, and the fan base con- 
tinued to grow, Salter was already forming ideas for how to further en- 
hance the experience of grilling away from home. Tailgaters from all 
over the country were looking for something lighter and portable 
enough to use away from the parking lot. They also wanted something 
that looked cooler than a backyard grill bolted to the tow hitch. For in- 


spiration, Salter turned to the Art Institute of California and its auto- 
motive design class. The challenge: Design a grill that would look like 
it belonged on the back of today’s innovative and sleekly designed ve- 
hicles. Out of 50 concepts the top three were used as the basis of the new 
Freedom Grill dubbed the FG-50, a slightly smaller, lighter unit than 
the original Freedom Grill FG-100. The FG-50 was designed with legs 
to be used on a tabletop to make it easier to take camping. 

“T tailgate at up to 50 games a year and I talk to a lot of people,” says 
Joe Cahn, known as the Commissioner of Tailgating. “Freedom Grill saw 
a need fora grill portable enough to use for tailgating but also with enough 
performance and style to use it at home. They really listened to the peo- 
ple and developed a product versa- 
tile enough to meet everyone's needs 
like a utility player in an era of spe- 
cialization. They took the ball and 
ran with it and came up with a grill 
that leads the (tailgating) industry.” 

The launch of the FG-50 made 
owning a Freedom Grill more af- 
fordable for the masses, but what 
gets Salter most excited about the 
FG-50 is the consumer's ability to 
customize it. Several parts on the 
grill are paintable, and custom 
badges are available to further per- 
sonalize the grill. 

“Just about everyone these days 
has custom faceplates and acces- 
sories for their cell phones and lap- 
tops, so why shouldn't it be just as easy to change the look of your 
grill to match your vehicle or show support for your favorite team?” 
asks Salter. “The Freedom Grill FG-50 was designed to look great on 
the back of trucks, SUVs and RVs, and the growth in automotive cus- 
tomization has been phenomenal over the last few years. People want 
to be able to personalize their vehicles. We already made it easier to 
take your grill on the road, and now we've made it easier to customize 
the look of your grill to match your ride.” 

The company expects to begin offering pre-painted and patterned 
trim kits “Grill Skins” before the start of the ’08 football season. 

Salter has come a long way from trying to jam a grill into the back 
of his SUV. Freedom Grill now offers two swing away gas barbecues 
with an even more portable “entry level” model expected shortly, and 
two giant towable trailer grills for catering and large parties. They even 
have their own line of award-winning Fire Brand Grilling Sauces. And 
that “brand new SUV” his wife wouldn’t let him put the grill in? It 
now sports a custom flame paint job and matching Freedom Grill FG- 
50, and fits right in the office parking lot next to the Freedom Grill 
Canyon and the Freedom Grill Carnivore, two of the most Extreme 
Tailgating Trucks ever built. How’s that for getting your grill on? 
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TAILGATING2008 


FAJITAS ON A STICK 
» 1 cup Lawry’s® Tequila Lime Marinade With Lime Juice 


» 1'/ Ibs. Sanderson Farms®boneless, skinless chicken breast halves, cut into 1-inch pieces 


» / medium green bell pepper, cut into 1-inch pieces 
» /, medium onion, cut into '/rinch slices 

» 16 cherry tomatoes 

» 8 (6-in.) fajita size Mission® Flour Tortillas, warmed 


In large resealable plastic bag, pour */: cup Lawry’s® Tequila Lime Marinade With Lime 


Texas Pere” Gar.ic CatrisH SEAFOOD 


» 1'/ pounds of catfish fillets, cut into serving pieces 


»"/ cup yellow cornmeal » Salt to taste 
» */< cup buttermilk »'/. cup flour 
»*/, cup Texas Pete® Garlic Hot Sauce 

» '/ cup vegetable oil 


CH } Cc K E W Ina shallow dish, combine cornmeal and salt. Put flour on a piece of waxed paper or a 


waxed paper plate. In another shallow dish, marinate catfish fillets in Texas Pete” Garlic 
Hot Sauce, stirring well. Dip fish into buttermilk mixture, shake off excess, and coat with 
flour. Dip again in buttermilk mixture, then coat with seasoned cornmeal. In large, heavy 
skillet, heat oil over medium-high heat until hot. Fry fish about 5 minutes on each side, de- 
pending on thickness, or until fish just begins to flake. Serve with additional Texas Pete® 
Garlic Hot Sauce splashed on to taste. 


Texas Pere® PLANKED SALMON 


Juice over chicken; turn to coat. Close bag and marinate in refrigerator 30 minutes. Soak 


8 wooden skewers in water 15 minutes. 


Remove chicken from marinade, discarding marinade. On skewers, alternately thread 
chicken, green pepper, onion and tomatoes. Grill or broil, turning once and brushing fre- 
quently with remaining */: cup marinade, 15 minutes or until chicken is thoroughly 


cooked. 


Remove chicken and vegetables 
from wooden skewers. Serve on 
tortillas and, if desired, with 
sour cream and shredded ched- 
dar cheese. 

Also terrific with Lawry’s® 
Mesquite Marinade With Lime 
Juice. 


Prep Time: 20 minutes 
Cook Time: 18 minutes 
Serves: 8 


JAMAICAN JERK CHICKEN 


Take a Jamaican vacation in your very own backyard. This flavorful marinade 
gives your grilled chicken a spicy hint of true Jamaican “jerk” cooking. 

» 2 tablespoons vegetable oil 

» 8 medium green onions, sliced ('/: cup) 

» 1 small red bell pepper, chopped ('/2 cup) 

» 2 garlic cloves, finely chopped 

» 1 teaspoon dried thyme leaves 

» 1 teaspoon curry powder 

» '/: teaspoon salt 

»'/, teaspoon ground cumin 

» '/; teaspoon ground ginger 

» '/, teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

» '/ teaspoon paprika 

» '/s teaspoon ground red pepper (cayenne) 

» 6 Sanderson Farms®boneless skinless chicken breast halves (1/2 pounds) 


Heat oil in 8-inch skillet over medium heat until hot. Cook remaining ingredi- 
ents except chicken in oil about 2 minutes, stirring frequently, until bell pep- 
per is crisp-tender; cool. 


Place chicken and bell pepper mixture in shallow glass dish; turn chicken to 
coat with pepper mixture. Cover and refrigerate at least 30 minutes but no 
longer than 3 hours, turning chicken occasionally. 


Heat coals or gas grill for di- 
rect heat. 


Remove chicken from mari- 
nade; discard marinade. 
Cover and grill chicken 4 to 6 
inches from medium heat 15 
to 20 minutes, turning occa- 
sionally, until juice is no 
longer pink when centers of 
thickest pieces are cut. 


Prep Time: 15 minutes 
Start to Finish: 1 hour, 5 
minutes 

Serves: 6 


Choose an oak or cedar plank only to fit your oven. You can use a baking sheet if you don’t 
have a plank. 

» Olive oil for brushing 

» '/. cup Texas Pete® Honey Mustard» */: teaspoon celery salt 

» ‘/: cup Texas Pete Hot Sauce 

» 4 8-02. boned and skinned salmon filets 


If the plank is new, season it before cooking the fish. Heat oven to 250 degrees. Lightly 
brush one side of the wood plank with olive oil. Put the plank, oiled side up, in the pre- 
heated oven until plank begins to brown slightly: 30 to 40 minutes. 

For the planked salmon, mix Texas Pete® Honey Mustard, celery salt and Texas Pete® Hot 
Sauce. Brush olive oil on the salmon. Season the fish with some of the mixture. Remove plank 
from the oven and turn temperature to 350 degrees. Put the salmon onto the plank. Brush 
the top of the salmon with olive oil and season with the Texas Pete® mixture. Roast salmon 
on the plank in a preheated oven for approximately 15 minutes; do not turn the salmon over. 


This recipe works great on the grill, too! Just place the plank on the grill on medium heat, 
place seasoned salmon on the plank and cook with the hood down for 15 minutes; do not 
turn the salmon over. Cooking time may vary as to the size of salmon filet and doneness 
preference. 


Bacon CHEDDAR STEAKBURGERS 


» 2 pounds ground top sirloin 

» '/ teaspoon salt 

» 1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

» '/ cup grated smoked cheddar cheese 

» 4 strips applewood-smoked bacon, cooked crisp 
» 1 cup shredded romaine lettuce 

» Fire Brand Original Steak Sauce 


Celebrate dads and grads with burgers fit for kings. Preheat the grill and form the steakburger meat 
into four large patties. Dust each side with salt and pepper. Place the patties on the grill and cook for 
5 to 6 minutes before flipping. Then put 2 tablespoons of grated cheese in the center of each patty, 
and cook for another 5 to 6 minutes longer for medium burgers. Toast the buns on the grill. Watch 
them carefully or use the warming rack. Place the bottom buns on a plate and top with shredded let- 
tuce. Place the burgers on the lettuce with 2 strips of bacon each and a healthy splash of Fire Brand 
Steak Sauce. 


Cxop House STeax 


» 1 cup Lawry’s® Steak & Chop Marinade With Garlic & Cracked Black Pepper 
» L’/ lbs. top sirloin steak or your favorite 
steak cut 


In large resealable plastic bag, pour 
Lawry’s® Steak & Chop Marinade With Garlic 
& Cracked Black Pepper over steak; turn to 
coat. Close bag and marinate in refrigerator 
30 minutes, turning occasionally. 


Beer 


Remove steak from marinade, discarding 
marinade. Grill steaks, turning once and, if 
desired, brushing with additional marinade, 
until desired doneness. 


Prep Time: 5 minutes 
Marinate Time: 1 hour 
Cook Time: 15 minutes 
Serves: 6 


DIPS 


Dean’s® Guacamo.e Surive Die 


» 1 (12-ounce) container Dean’s® Guacamole Dip 

» 1 cup chopped cooked shrimp* 

» 1 cup shredded Mexican-style cheddar and jack cheese blend 
» Few drops hot pepper sauce, optional 

» Choice of tortilla chips, snack crackers, bagel chips, pita chips 
or fresh vegetables for dipping 


minutes. 


Combine Dean’s® Guacamole Dip, shrimp, cheese and hot sauce; 
mix well. Serve with choice of dippers. 


* You can also use two 4-ounce cans tiny shrimp, rinsed and Serves: 4 


drained, in place of the chopped shrimp. 


Prep Time: 10 minutes 
Yield: 2'/ cups 


Dean’s* Duon & Ham Rancx Dir 


» 1 (16-ounce) container Dean’s® Ranch Dip 

»'/ cup finely diced cooked ham 

» 1 tablespoon prepared Dijon mustard, or to taste 

» Choice of snack crackers, bagel chips, pita chips, pretzels or 
fresh vegetables for dipping 


Combine Dean’s® Ranch Dip with ham and mustard; mix well. 
Serve with choice of dippers. 


Prep Time: 10 minutes 
Yield: 2 cups 


Dean’s® Best Ever LayeRED 
Mexican Dip 


» 1 (9-ounce) can jalapeno bean dip 

» 1 (12-ounce) container Dean’s® Guacamole Dip 

»*/; cup sour cream 

» 1 tablespoon taco seasoning 

» 1 cup shredded cheddar or Monterey Jack cheese 

» 1 (2.25-ounce) can sliced black olives, drained 

» 1 medium tomato, seeded and diced 

»"/; cup thinly sliced green onion, including some of the green 
part 

» Choice of tortilla chips, snack crackers or fresh vegetables for 
dipping 

Spread bean dip in 9-inch pie plate or similar dish with sides. 
Spread Dean’s® Guacamole Dip on top of bean dip. Mix sour 
cream and taco seasoning; spread over Guacamole Dip. Top sour 
cream layer with ring of shredded cheese around the outer 
edge. Add ring of olive slices inside the cheese. Add ring of 
tomatoes inside the olive slices. Fill center with green onion 
slices. Cover and chill for at least 30 minutes and up to 2 hours. 
Serve with choice of dippers. 


Prep Time: 15 minutes; 30 minutes chilling 
Serves: 12 appetizer servings 


»'/; tsp. salt 


Serves: 4 


Serves: 6 


Kicum’ Corn on THE Cop 


» 6 fresh ears of corn 
» 4 tablespoons unsalted butter 
» '/ teaspoon chili powder 


Prepare a hot fire in a charcoal grill or preheat a gas or electric grill to high. Pull back the 
husk to expose each ear of corn, but do not remove it. Remove the silk and then recover 
the corn with the husk. Run water into the ears of corn, drain the excess, and twist the 
husks at the top to close, Prepare the chili butter by combining the butter, chili powder, 
cayenne pepper, kosher salt, and cilantro in a small bowl. Place the corn directly over the 
hot fire. Grill for about 20 minutes, turning several times during cooking to get all sides. 
Remove from the grill and pull back the husks. You can either discard them or 

knot them at the base of the corn. Brush the ears generously 

with the chili butter. Serve hot. 


Serves: 6 
ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


» Dash of cayenne pepper 
» 2 tsp. minced fresh cilantro 
» '/, teaspoon kosher salt 


Cuicaco Stvte Smoxken SAUSAGE 


» /; cup ketchup 

» 2 tablespoons pickle relish 
» '/; teaspoon poppy seeds 
» 4 John Morrell® Bigger Than The Bun Smoked Sausages 


In a small bowl combine ketchup, peppers, relish, onion, and poppy seeds. Cover and chill up to 3 days. 


»'/, tsp. Lawry's® Seasoned Pepper 

» 1 loaf Italian bread (about 16 in. long), cut into 4-inch rolls 
» 1 large clove garlic, halved 

» 1 jar (7 02.) roasted red peppers, drained 

» 3 ounces thinly sliced fresh mozzarella cheese 


SAUSAGES 


» /s cup chopped pepper 
» 2 tablespoons chopped onion 
» 4 hot dog buns — split 


To grill by direct heat method: Grill smoked sausage on an uncovered grill directly over medium coals for 8 


Turn smoked sausage and brush with some of the ketchup mixture. Grill for 
6-8 minutes more or until heated through. 


To serve, toast cut sides of buns on grill. Serve smoked sausage in the buns and top each with remaining 
ketchup mixture. 


GRILLED Sausaces & Tuscan BREAD 


» 1 Ib. John Morrell® sausage links 
»'/, cup Bertolli® Extra Virgin Olive Oil 
» 1 Tbsp. finely chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley (optional) 


Grill or broil sausage, turning frequently, until done; set aside and keep warm. Meanwhile, in small bowl, 
combine Olive Oil, parsley, salt and Seasoned Pepper. Cut rolls in half lengthwise and brush cut half with olive 
oil mixture, then grill until lightly golden. Rub with garlic. To assemble sandwiches, slice sausage in half 
lengthwise and arrange on bottom half of rolls. Evenly layer each with roasted peppers, then cheese. Cover 
with tops of rolls. 


Prep Time: 10 minutes 
Cook Time: 15 minutes 


GRILLED SAUSAGE TAPAS 


» Lemon Pepper Marinade/Sauce 
» 10 Pineapple chunks, drained 
»"/; cup Fresh Lemon Juice 

» 1 Clove Garlic, minced 

» ‘/ teaspoon Thyme 

» 4 Firm Plum or Cherry 

» 1 Red Delicious Apple, cut into wedges 

» Tomatoes, halved cut into 1'/, inch pieces 

» 2 small Onions, parboiled, cut into wedges 

» 4-6 medium Whole Mushrooms cut into 1'/ inch pieces 

» 1 Small Green and Red Bell Pepper, cut into 1'/ inch squares 
» 1 Summer Squash/Zucchini, cut into 1 inch pieces 

» 2 Ib. John Morrell® Summer Sausage, cut into 1'/; inch pieces 


Ina large mixing bowl, add Lemon Pepper Marinade ingredients. Beat with a wire whisk until well blended. 
Add sausage pieces and coat well, turning with a spatula. Marinade in refrigerator at least 1 hour, turning oc- 
casionally. Preheat grill. Alternate sausage with fruit and vegetables on skewers in an attractive fashion. 
Place kabobs on grill; brush generously with remaining marinade. Grill 5 to 6 minutes — turning as needed. 
Brush with marinade. Serve immediately when hot. 


»*/; cup Olive Oil 

» 3 tablespoons Red Wine Vinegar 
» 2 teaspoons Grated Lemon Rind 
» 2 tablespoon Sugar 

» "/ teaspoon Fresh ground Pepper 
» '/; teaspoon Salt 


GriLtep Corn IN THE Husk 


» 6 ears corn (with husks) »'/; cup unsalted butter, melted 
» 1 Tbsp. Lawry’s® Seasoned Salt» 1 tsp. Lawry’s® Seasoned Pepper 


Peel husks back carefully and remove silk. In small bowl, combine butter, Seasoned Salt 
and Seasoned Pepper. Brush each ear of corn with seasoned butter. Smooth husks over 
corn and tie ends together with string. Grill corn on medium heat for 20 minutes, turning 
every 5 minutes. 


Variation: For a fresh and fat-free variation, cook corn without seasoned butter. In- 
stead, squeeze fresh lime juice over corn then sprinkle liberally with Seasoned Salt and 
Seasoned Pepper. 


Prep Time: 13 minutes 
Cook Time: 20 minutes 
Serves: 6 
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TAILGATING2008 


HEAD COACH: CHARLIE WEIS RECORD AT SCHOOL: 22-15 (3 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 22-15 (3 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MICHAEL HAYWOOD DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CORWIN BROWN TW 0 -M I NUTE D R I LL 


SOUTH BEND, IND. NOTRE DAME STADIUM (80,795) A QUICK LOOK AT THE IRISH 
Doubling the victory total after a 3-9 sea- 
son usually is a reasonable goal for most 
programs, but that won’t cut it at Notre 
Dame. Despite the titanic struggle in ’07, 
there are ample reasons to believe that 
the Irish can reach seven or eight wins in 
708. Depth and production along both lines 
will be critical. A softened schedule, cou- 


urely it’s a misprint. A case of mistaken identity. Perhaps the numbers were in- 
NATIONAL adyertently reversed. Three wins, nine losses. At Notre Dame?!? Believe it. In 
FORECAST fact, the Irish were 1-9 until closing the season with victories over Duke and 
Stanford. For most of the 07 season, the Irish played worse than their record. 
A one-year mirage? 
Charlie Weis is relatively certain of it, although last year’s collapse was a humbling ex- 
perience. A schedule that replaces Georgia Tech, Penn State, UCLA and Air Force with 
San Diego State, North Carolina, Washington and Syracuse should help. So will a 5 : Te 
heakbicg stronger and more experienced Tisai Clitien at quarterback, aid talented Bisa) wi whet Spel Beda tek ce 
s velopment among the younger classes, 
freshman and sophomore classes. Sree could get the Irish turned around fairly 
Notre Dame likely won't be ready for a run at a BCS bid until 2009 or 2010. But quickly, But there’s no denying that the 
the days of three-victory seasons should be a thing of the past. Irish were a very poor football team in 
“The players are definitely going to feel a greater sense of urgency, similar to the first. +97, which makes a quick turnaround as 
year that I got here,” says Weis, who led Notre Dame to back-to-back BCS bids before mych a psychological challenge as a phys- 
last year’s collapse. ical metamorphosis. “We felt the team 
Pushing the envelope along with Weis, offensive coordinator Mike Haywood and didn’t have much confidence as we went 
defensive coordinator Corwin Brown is new linebackers coach Jon Tenuta, the through last year for a number of rea- 
renowned defensive mastermind from Georgia Tech, who found himself out of a job at sons,” says coach Charlie Wels. “Confi- 
the end of the 07 season when the Yellow Jackets fired head coach Chan Gailey. dence was one of the goals of this spring 


Tenuta, an ornery, no-nonsense coach himself, lit a fire under the Irish defense in the ... confidence and swagger.” Weis pro- 
spring, incorporating an attacking, “downhill” defensive approach while combining vides plenty of both, and his players 
forces with Brown, who is in only his second year as a coordinator. should quickly follow suit, particularly on 

“It’s not, ‘My idea is better than yours,’ or the defensive side of the ball where the 
‘Your idea is better than mine,” Tenuta Notre Dame'aliowedise\sacke heavy-handed Jon Tenuta will provide 
says. “It’s, “This is good, so how can we Le) i — 4.83 per game —in 2007, _ Plenty of influence. Jjmmy Clausen's im- 
get our players to do that?” the most among any of the 119 —_ proved health and maturity will make the 

The other notable change occurred Division I-A programs. —_ Trish a more potent offense. And with two 


in February when Weis, who landed the of the top-rated recruiting classes now oc- 
Notre Dame job based greatly on his offensive play-calling prowess with the New Eng- cupying roster spots in the freshman and 
land Patriots, handed the play-calling duties over to Haywood, who paid his dues at sophomore classes, it’s a matter of just 
LSU, Texas and under Weis for three years. how quickly that talent matures. 


QUARTERBACKS In the spring of '07, the quarterback job was up for grabs among 
junior Evan Sharpley, sophomores Demetrius Jones and Zach Frazer, and freshman 
Jimmy Clausen. A year later, the competition was never in doubt. Frazer transferred 
after the spring of 07. So did Jones after losing his starting job to Clausen following the 
first game of the ’07 season. Clausen started six straight games before giving in to in- 
jury. Sharpley started two games, lost both, and the job once again belonged to Clausen, 
who threw six touchdown passes in the final three games and led the Irish to victory in 
two of them. As Sharpley chased his baseball dream in the spring of 08, there was no 
doubt that Clausen was the No. 1 man. “I look at myself as a leader,” Clausen says. 
“That's just my nature. That's just part of my personality.” Clausen will get plenty of 
competition from freshman Dayne Crist, considered one of the top prep quarterbacks 
in the country last year. But barring another injury, the job likely belongs to Clausen 
through the 2010 season, or as long as he chooses to stay at Notre Dame. 


RUNNING BACKS The Irish boast depth, talent and diversity at halfback. Junior 
James Aldridge (463 yards, 3.8 per carry) and sophomores Armando Allen (348, 4.0) 
and Robert Hughes (294, 5.5) will contend for the starting role, but all likely will DAVID BRUTON 
contribute, perhaps with Aldridge and/or Hughes playing some fullback. Hughes rushed 
for 110 yards against Duke and 136 versus Stanford. “James had spurts, Robert had 
spurts, and Armando had spurts,” Weis says. “But I don’t think any of them established 
himself as being the guy. They're pushing each other. They all want to be the guy, and 
that’s really turned into a very healthy situation for us at that position.” 


2008 SCHEDULE 


6 San Diego State 

13 Michigan 

20 at Michigan State 
27 ~+Purdue 

A Stanford 
11 _atNorthCarolina 
25 _at Washington 
1 Pittsburgh 
8 at Boston College — 
15 #Navy 


RECEIVERS Notre Dame's chemistry in the passing game figures to improve now that 
the Irish have settled on a quarterback. Balance over superstars seems to be the direc- 
tion the Irish are heading with their wideouts, although 6'5" sophomore Duval Ka- 
mara (32 catches, 4 TDs) “has a chance to be pretty special,” according to Weis. Veteran 
David Grimes (27 receptions) and 6'3" junior Robby Parris (29) join Kamara at the 
head of the pack, while small but speedy George West (21) and Golden Tate (21.8 yards 
per his six catches) are in the mix. Freshmen could contribute significantly with highly 
touted Michael Floyd and Deion Walker joining the unit. Notre Dame’s leading pass- 22 Syracuse _ 
catcher in ’07 — tight end John Carlson — is gone, but hard-nosed Mike Ragone 29 atUSC 
should be a weapon for Clausen from the outset. Junior Will Yeatman, suspended in the #Baltimore, MD 


spring, is the top blocki ng tight end. *Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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Clausen: Tim Glark/ Athlon Sports; Bruton: Joe Robbins 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


NOTRE DAME QB 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN By far the most maligned group of '07, the offensive line allowed a mind- 
boggling 58 sacks and 112 tackles for lost yardage — both ranking last among 119 Division I-A 
schools. Yet there is reason for optimism, though reserved until the unit proves itself. Gone is cen- 
ter John Sullivan, a three-year starter. But four starters return, along with a couple of others who 
gained ample experience and came to Notre Dame with plenty of accolades. The headliner is jun- 
ior right tackle Sam Young, who is now a gargantuan 6'8", 330 pounds. He played some left tackle 
last year when an injured right wrist hindered him from playing on the right side. He'll likely be 
joined at right guard by junior Chris Stewart, who is 6'5", 340 pounds. Young has started all 25 
games he’s been in a Notre Dame uniform while Stewart was impressive at tackle and guard last fall. 
Taking over at center is junior Dan Wenger, who started five games at center and guard last sea- 
son. Wenger's game is all about positioning and leverage. He should be an upgrade over Sullivan 
over the long haul. Battling it out at left guard will be senior incumbent Mike Turkovich and jun- 
ior Eric Olsen, who manned the starting spot in the spring while Turkovich recovered from off- 
season appendectomy surgery. Olsen started six 
DEPTH CHART games in 2007. He could move into the right 
OFFENSE (8) guard slot if Turkovich wins the battle on the 
WR_ 18 Duval Kamara (So,) left side. The key to Notre Dame’s success 
Deeper oreees Se) along the offensive line hinges on senior left 
Prez Paul Durican (Sr) tackle Paul Duncan, who is responsible for 
Ea aL ee eRe protecting Clausen’s blind side. 
C 51 Dan Wenger (Jr) 


19 George West (Jr.) 
82 Robby Parris (Ur) 
70 Matt Romine (So.) 
55 Eric Olsen (Jr) 


RG 59 Chris Stewart (Jr) 
RT 74 Sam Young (Jr) 

TE 83 Mike Ragone (So.) 
QB 7 Jimmy Clausen (So.) 
FB 44 Asaph Schwapp (Sr.) 
HB 34 James Aldridge (ur) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 96 Pat Kuntz (Sr.) 
NT 95 Ian Williams (So.) 
DE 94 Justin Brown (Sr) 
OLB 58 Brian Smith (So.) 


ILB 49 Toryan Smith (Jr) 
OLB 56 Kerry Neal (So.) 

CB 2 Darrin Walls (ur.) 
CB 20 Terrail Lambert (Sr.) 
SS 28 Kyle McCarthy (Sr.) 
FS 27 David Bruton (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
Pp 


14 Brandon Walker (So.) 


43 Eric Maust (Jr) 


40 Maurice Crum Jr. (Sr.) 


55 Eric Olsen (ur) 

75 Taylor Dever (Fr.) 
84 Will Yeatman (Jr) 
13 Evan Sharpley (Sr) 
30 Steve Paskorz (So.) 
5 Armando Allen (So.) 


90 John Ryan (ur) 
93 Paddy Mullen (Jr) 
91 Emeka Nwankwo (So.) 
41 Scott Smith (Sr) 
48 Steve Quinn (Sr) 
42 Kevin Washington (Sr.) 
97 Kallen Wade (Jr) 

4 Gary Gray (So.) 

8 Raeshon McNeil (Jr) 
31 Sergio Brown (Jr.) 
29 Jashaad Gaines (ur) 


KR 5 Armando Allen (So.) 
PR 11 David Grimes (Sr.) 


| 
| 
I 
67 Thomas Bemenderfer (Sr.) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN No position on the 
team enters the ’08 season with greater depth 
concerns than this unit, which lost one of the 
most productive players in Irish history — end 
Trevor Laws — who led all defensive linemen 
nationally in tackles with 112. Also missing 
from the spring was senior nose tackle Pat 
Kuntz (9 PBUs), who was an academic casu- 
alty but is expected to return for the fall and 
could move to end. Ian Williams, a 306- 
pounder, was incredibly productive in his 
rookie year as a backup to Kuntz. He finished 
sixth on the team in tackles with 45. Fifth-year 
senior Justin Brown, an on-again, off-again 
performer, is key to the 08 defense. The rest of 
the depth chart is a guessing game. Junior John 
Ryan started at outside linebacker last year, but 
now moves to defensive end, as does under- 
sized junior Morrice Richardson. Sophomore 
Emeka Nwankwo could push Brown for a 


starting spot. A talented corps of freshmen, led 
by Ethan Johnson, could contribute early. 


LINEBACKERS Maurice Crum Jr., returns for his fourth year as a starter. Though undersized, he 
is the leader of the Irish defense and a two-time captain. Junior Toryan Smith, a hard-hitting, pro- 
totype middle linebacker, replaces heady but physically limited Joe Brockington. Sophomores Kerry 
Neal and Brian Smith — two bright lights as rookies — are the projected outside linebackers. Sen- 
ior Scott Smith should be a key contributor off the bench while physically impressive Kallen Wade, 
a converted defensive end, needs to step forward. Freshmen could also help fill out the depth chart, 
led by outside linebacker/end Darius Fleming and inside linebacker Anthony McDonald. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS This is perhaps the deepest and most talented unit on the squad, particularly 
at safety, where the Irish may have as many as six or seven who are capable of contributing. The 
star-in-the-making appears to be senior free safety David Bruton, who has the size and range to play 
on the next level. He'll be joined by senior Kyle McCarthy, who shows the savvy and tackling skills 
to capably replace Tom Zbikowski. Also showing star quality in pass coverage is junior cornerback 
Darrin Walls, who has worked diligently to improve his strength and run support. He'll be joined 
at cornerback by fifth-year senior Terrail Lambert, who'll need a bounce-back effort to hold off 
talented junior Raeshon McNeil and sophomore Gary Gray. Fighting for playing time at safety 
will be senior Ray Herring, juniors Sergio Brown, Jashaad Gaines and Leonard Gordon, and soph- 
omore Harrison Smith, who got a peek at linebacker in pass coverage situations in the spring. 


SPECIALISTS Although strong-legged punter Geoff Price (41.9-yard average) is gone, junior Eric 
Maust, who averaged 42.1 yards on 21 punts, appears to be a more-than-capable replacement. 
Questions remain at kicker, where sophomore Brandon Walker (6-of-12 field goals) is on the spot. 
Weis said he'd turn to the soccer team for candidates if he didn’t enter fall camp with faith in his 
kickers, Allen is a breakaway threat on kick returns, while Grimes is a reliable punt returner. 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


On the attack Maurice Crum dr. has 
bought into linebackers coach Jon 
Tenuta’s aggressive style of play. The 
coach’s mantra is “press the line of 
scrimmage.” “That’s his No. 1 thing. He 
wants us to attack more and be more ag- 
gressive,” Crum says. 


A helping hand Now that Jimmy Clausen 
is the starting quarterback, that doesn’t 
mean he’s going to take on a heavy- 
handed approach with his teammates. 
“Some guys, if you yell at them, they’re 
going to go into the tank, and then you’re 
not going to get anything out of them,” 
Clausen says. “But if you talk to them 
about it, you’ll get more out of them.” 
Clausen will leave the yelling to others. 
“That’s what the coaches are for, to get 
on (the players) when they do things 
wrong,” Clausen says. “I’m just trying to 
encourage them and keep their spirits up, 
and trying to make everyone better.” 


Everybody’s All-American Most in the 
Notre Dame camp expect senior safety 
David Bruton to play to an All-American 
level this season. “He plays with a confi- 
dence and a swagger. He expects to be a 
good football player,” says Weis. 


MAURICE CRUM JR. 


RISING STAR 


Caught in a logjam 
of talent his rookie 
season, tight end 
Mike Ragone 
snagged only one 
pass for seven 
yards in ’07. But 
with John Carlson 
off to the NFL, Kon- 
rad Reuland’s transfer and Will Yeat- 
man’s spring suspension, the 6'5", 
240-pound sophomore with deceptive 
speed and an ill-tempered mood on the 
field figures to become a favorite of 
Jimmy Clausen early in the ’08 season. 
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Crum: Joe Robbins 
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INESSEE PFOOTBAL! 


Athlon Sports and Triumph Books 
have teamed up to bring 


you ; DAY, a series — 

of books covering sport’s most Tana ALABAMA FOOTBALI 
legendary programs. With — = 
stunning visuals, vivid ee ARIZONA STATE FOOTBALL 


full-color photography 


and lively text, the GAIVIE [ ye BGAME DAY OREGON FOOTBALL __ 


books shine the spotlight on —« 1%; 


coaches, rivalries and aa 
moments in the history of rn GAME TAY (OTRE DAME FOOTBAI 
these great schools. 


AME DAY 


ORDER YOURS TODAY! 
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2008 NOTRE DAME ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN ‘TIGHT ENDS. HI/WT CL HOMETOWN LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
15 Castello, Brian 6-2/191 So. Pittsburgh, PA 39 Brooks, Kevin 6-2/241 Jr  ThousandOaks,CA 64 Burke, Tom 5-10/242 Jr New City, NY 
7 Clausen, Jimmy 6-3/207 So. Westlake Village,CA 86 Kuppich, Paul 63/232 Sr. Westerville, OH 40 Crum, Maurice 6-0/230 Sr. Tampa, FL 
12 Lezynski, Nick 5-8/157 So. Newton, PA 83 Ragone, Mike 65/240 So. Cherry Hill, NJ 47 Nagel, Aaron 61/229 Fr. Lemont, IL 
13 Sharpley, Evan 6-2/216 Sr. Marshall, MI 84 Will Yeatman 6-6/264 di. San Diego,CA 56 Neal, Kerry 6-2/245 So. Bunn, NC 
RUNNING BACKS HUWT CL HOMETOWN OFFENSIVELINEMEN —-HT/WT_—CL HOMETOWN 48 Quinn, Steve 627230 St __ Cherry Hill Nd 
34. Aldridge, James 60/222 Jc CrownPointIN 67 Bemenderfer, Thomas 65/285 Sr MishawakaIN 98 Smith, Brian 63/233 So. Overland Park, KS 
5 Allen, Armando 510/190 So. Opa Locka, FL 75. Dever Taylor 65/289 Fr Grass Valley,CA 39 Smith, Kevin 58/200) Sr Gainesvile, FL 
33. Hughes, Robert 511/238 So. Chicago,IL 72. Duncan, Paul 67/308 St. Dallas,Ga 42 Smith, Scott 63/235 St Highland Park, IL 
47 Narvaez, Mike 511/231 Je Ridgewood, NJ 62 Flavin, Bl 63/252 So. Darien, 1. 4 Smith, Toryan pa ee Ie: pane A 
37, Noel, Eras 5-8/190 So. Palmdale,CA 76 Nuss, Andrew 65/292 Fr, Ashburn, vA 97 Wade, Kallen 65/257 dr Gipeinnall; OH 
50. Paskorz, Steve 62/235 So. Allison Park,PA 55. Olsen, Eric 6-4/303 Jr Staten stand, Ny 42 Washington, Kevin = 6-1/241 Sr Sugar Land, TX 
41 Rodriguez, Nikolas 5-11/205 Sr. San Antonio,TX 78 Robinson, Trevor 6-5/304 Fr. Elkhorn, NE DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
32 Schmidt, Luke 6-4/248 dr. Jasper,IN 70 Romine, Matt 65/279 So. Tulsa,OK 37 Anelio, Mike 5-10/170 Sr. Orland Park, IL 
44 Schwapp, Asaph 6-0/261 Sr. Hartford, CT 59 Stewart, Chris 65/340 dr Spring, TX 38 Bathon, Chris 5-10/192 dr. Pleasantville, NY 
46 Vittoria, Joe 5-11/244 Jr NewCanaan,CT 63 Tisak, Jeff 65/306 St. Duluth,MN = 31.-: Brown, Sergio 62/196 dr. Maywood, IL 
RECEIVERS HVWT CL HomeTOWN 77 Turkovich, Mike 66/301 Sr. Bedford, PA 27 Bruton, David 6-2/207 Sr. Miamisburg, OH 
24 Coughlin, Brian 60/172 Jr Oak Lawn, IL 51 Wenger, Dan 6-4/287 Jr. Coral Springs, FL 29 Gaines, Jashaad 60/203 Jr Las Vegas, NV 
42. Franco, Dan 510/188 ur Granger, IN 74 Young, Sam 68/330 ur. Coral Springs, FL 24 Gordon, Leonard 511/194 dr. Clarksville, TN 
21. Gallup Jr, Barry 511/185 dr Wellesley MA DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN = 4 St2y, Gary SHTABU Sa: Columbia, SC 
29 Garcia, Michael 61/178 So. Colorado Springs,Co © 94 Brown, Justin 63/261 Sr. Clinton, mp © Herring, Ray 510/197 Sr. Melbourne, FL 
11 Grimes, David 510/77 Sr. Detroit, MI 98 Cwynar, Sean 6-4/283 Fr Woodstock, 11 20. Lambert, Terral S-/I91 Sr “Bakersfield, CA 
38 Gurries, Christopher 5-10/181 _So. Reno, NV 69. Inzunza, Dorian 5.9/255 Sr Indio, CA 43. Leoni, John 59/169" St. Medford, OR 
1 Hord, Du. 61/196 Sr Lee's Summit, MO 96 Kuntz, Pat 63/285 Sr _Indianapolis,1N 28 McCarthy, Kyle 6-0/207 Se Youngstown, OH 
80 Jackson, Richard 63/204 dr. Minneola,FL 93 Mullen, Paddy 63/290 dr. St.Louis, mo. _8 McNeil, Raeshon 60/187 dr. Cooleemee, NC 
18 Kamara, Duval 65/222 So. Hoboken, NJ 91. Nwankwo, Emeka 6-4/283 So. Miramar, FL 22. Smith, Harrison 62/205 Fr. Knoxville, TN 
82 Parris, Robby 63/209 Jr, Olmsted Falls,OH 61 Quintana, Martin 61/242 dt Berwyn, IL 2 Walls, Darrin 6-0/180 Jr Pittsburgh, PA 
45 Patterson, Kristopher  5-11/185 Sr. Seattle, WA 53. Richardson, Morrice 62/244 dr College Park,GA SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
23 Tate, Golden 5-11/188 So. Hendersonville, TN 90 Ryan, John 65/253 dr. Westlake,OH 39 Burkhart, Ryan (K) 5-11/196 Jr. Wakarusa, IN 
85 Vos, Sam 510/199 ur. Burlington, WI 95 Williams, Ian 6-2/306 So. Altamonte Springs,FL 43 Maust, Eric (P) 6-2/177 dr. Atlanta, GA 
19 West, George 58/197 dr Spencer, OK 14 Walker, Brandon (K) 63/197 So. Findlay, OH 
35 Whitaker, Nate (K) 59/170 dr San Diego, CA 
Robert Blanton DB Gl) Matthews, NC BORD: 2 
Braxston Cave OL 63. (292 Mishawaka, IN DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE ed 
Lane Clelland OL 65 265 Owings Mill, MD |  S- 1 Georgia Tech : 33- 3 80,795 
Dayne Crist QB 6-5 225 Sherman Oaks, CA S. 8 at Penn State L 31-10 110,078 
Sean Cwynar DL 64 283 Woodstock, IL | S.15 at Michigan L 38- 0 111,178 
ne Te eh ier Aa et S.22 Michigan State L 31-14 80,795 
Darius Fleming 1B 62-230 Chicago,1L | 5-29 at Purdue ‘ 33-19 65,250 
Michael Floyd WR 63 200 Saint Paul, MN | 0. 6 atUCLA W 20- 6 78,543 
Mike Golic OL 6-5 265 West Hartford, CT 0.13 Boston College L 97-14 80,795 
Geos RB Sil 314 creme, O20 USC aa 
ray - verly Hills, 
Ethan Johnson DL 6-465 Portiand,oR | “3 Naw L = (et se— ei) 
Kapron Lewis-Moore DE 64 230 Weatherford, TX | N.10 Air Force L 41-24 80,795 
Dan McCarthy DB 6-2 190 Youngstown, OH N.17 Duke Ww 28— 7 80,795 
Anthony McDonald LB 63 220 Sherman Oaks, CA N.24 at Stanford Ww 21-14 48,953 
Brandon Newman DL 6-1 305 Louisville, KY 
David Posluszny LB 6-2 214 Aliquippa, PA 2 0 07 I 
Trevor Robinson OL 6-5 304 Elkhorn, NE 1} 
Kyle Rudolph iE 6-7 235 Cincinnati, OH NDIVIDUAL STAT 
Jamoris Slaughter DB 61 180 Tucker, GA PASSING AT COMP YDS TD INT 
Deion Walker WR 63 185 Christchurch, VA Jimmy Clausen 245 138 =—-:1,254 i; 6 
Hafis Williams DL 6-4 295 Elizabeth, NJ Evan Sharpley 140 77 736 5 3 
The Irish signed one of the top classes in the country, highlighted by a strong corps RUSHING Alt YDS AVG 7 
of defensive linemen, wide receivers, tight ends and quarterback Dayne Crist. De- James Aldridge 121 463 3.8 0 
fensive end Ethan Johnson and end/outside linebacker Darius Fleming could be in- Armando Allen 86 348 4.0 0 
stant-impact contributors on a front lacking depth. Receivers Michael Floyd and Robert Hughes 53 294 5.5 4 
Deion Walker also could impact a pass-catching corps shy on game-breakers. Notre 
Dame lost John Carlson to graduation and Konrad Reuland to transfer, so tight end RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
was a need position. The Irish filled those spots with five-star prospect Kyle John Carlson 40 372 9.3 3 
Rudolph and Joseph Fauria, the nephew of former Colorado great Christian. Crist, Duval Kamara 82 35700112 4 
one of 14 Notre Dame freshmen who participated in the U.S. Army All-American Robby Parris 29 361 «12.4 1 
Bowl in San Antonio, could contend for the No. 2 job behind Jimmy Clausen as early David Grimes 27 224 8.3 2 


Kicking: Brandon Walker, 6-12 FGs, 22-23 XPs, 40 points 
Tackles: Trevor Laws, 112; Joe Brockington, 108 

Sacks: Trevor Laws, 4 

Interceptions: David Bruton, 3 


as this fall. Defensive end Sean Cwynar and offensive guard Trevor Robinson got 
a jump on the competition when they enrolled at Notre Dame in January and par- 
ticipated in spring drills. 

Returning Players in Bold 
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IF YOU WON YOUR FANTASY LEAGUE LAST YEAR THERE IS NO 


REASON TO CONTINUE READING THIS AD. PLEASE TURN THE PAGE & 
CONTINUE MAKING PICKS LIKE YOU ALWAYS HAVE. THANK YOU. 


Still Using The Same Free 
Analysis As Your Competition? 
Where’s Your Edge? 


To get superior insight and analysis on everything you need 
to be a fantasy powerhouse, check out the guys that have 
been picking fantasy winners for over 23 years. 


Ge a /fantasy 
(pi Powered by Dan & Kelly Grogan 


Introducing your new front door. 


Make the real entrance of your home beautiful with EPOXYShield® garage floor coating. 


Your garage is an extension of your home. Shouldn't you give your 


floor the protection, durability and beauty it deserves? One easy-to- = al! 
; , GARAGEFLOOR 

apply coat of EPOXYShield gives you a 

professional finish that resists gas, oil, salt 

and hot tire pick-up. Learn more about 

America's best-selling premium garage 


Nr » 2.7)! floor coating at rustoleum.com. 
Actual Floor Finish 


RUST-OLEUM 


Stopping rust is just the start® 


©2007 Rust-Oleum Corporation 


MAC CONTENTS » 


MAC PREDICTIONS » 160 
AKRON ZIPS » 162 
BOWLING GREEN FALCONS » 164 
BUFFALO BULLS » 166 
KENT STATE GOLDEN FLASHES » 168 
MIAMI REDHAWKS » 170 
ORION OHIO BOBCATS » 172 
orev W TEMPLE OWLS » 174 
BALL STATE CARDINALS » 176 
CONTENTS » CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHIPPEWAS » 178 
EASTERN MICHIGAN EAGLES 180 
BIG TEN ; 
PREDICTION S 9.2 98 NORTHERN ILLINOIS HUSKIES » 182 
TOLEDO ROCKETS » 184 
ILLINOIS WESTERN MICHIGAN BRONCOS » 186 
FIGHTING LINE », 106 
INDIANA 
HOOSIERS » 112 
IOWA 
HAWKEYES » 116 
MICHIGAN 


WOLVERINES » 120 
MICHIGAN STATE 
128 


SPARTANS » 
MINNESOTA 
GOLDEN GOPHERS » 132 
NORTHWESTERN 
WILDCATS » 136 FEATURES » 
OHIO STATE D.C. WEST 
BUCKEYES » 140 ILLINOIS » 110 
PENN STATE RICH ROD TAKES OVER 
NITTANY LIONS » 146 MICHIGAN » 124 
NO PAIN, NO GAIN 
PURDUE OHIO STATE » 144 
BOILERMAKERS » 150 se pete ope WERE 
WISCONSIN PURDUE » 154 
BADGERS » 156 


COLLEGE FANTASY » 
INTRODUCTION & PLAYER RANKINGS 188 


/Athloa Sports 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 97 


hey have been ridiculed because of their failure in the 
Bowl Championship Series title game in each of the last 
two seasons. Two losses, by a combined 41 points. Yet 
no one can deny that the Ohio State Buckeyes have 
been the class of the Big Ten Conference, with a share 
of the league title in 2005, outright titles in ‘06 and ‘07 and a 22-2 
league record during that three-year span. 

And no one should be surprised to see the Buckeyes add another 
league title in 2008. 

No team in the Big Ten can match the Buckeyes’ combination of 
talent and experience — 18 starters back, nine on offense and nine 
on defense; both specialists; and 47 players entering their fourth or 
fifth’seasons in the program. “We should be a smarter football team 
With all the experiences these guys have had,” Ohio State coach Jim 
Tressel said in the spring. 

The Buckeyes, whose lone league loss last season was by seven 
points to upstart Illinois, enter the season with a veteran quarter- 
back (Todd Boeckman), four returning starters on the offensive line, 
thebest tailback in the league (Chris Wells), their top five receivers 
from last season and the league's Defensive Player of the Year in 
2007 (linebacker James Laurinaitis) to lead the league's best defense. 

Can anyone overtake the Buckeyes? Probably not, largely because 
the contenders all face major personnel questions. 

Wisconsin has issues at quarterback and wide receiver and saw 
five projected starters on defense, including two cornerbacks, miss 
spring practice while recovering from serious injuries. 

Illinois, which finished 6-2 in league play last season after going 
a combined 2-22 in the previous three seasons, won't surprise any- 
one this season. The Illini must replace their best offensive player 
(tailback Rashard Mendenhall), their best defensive player (line- 
backer J Leman) and two intimidating safeties. 

Penn State was dealt a serious blow in the spring when All-Amer- 
ica linebacker Sean Lee was lost for the season with an ACL tear. 
The Nittany Lions face significant questions at quarterback and tail- 
back. Will their offense be able to score enough points to prevent 
the defense from wearing down? 

Michigan must adapt to a new head coach in Rich Rodriguez and 
new schemes on offense and defense. Suffice it to say, Rodriguez 


= 1. OHIO STATE probably doesn't have his ideal personnel to run those schemes. 
bea At lowa, the good news is the Hawkeyes have a favorable sched- 
= 2. WISCONSIN ule — they don't face Ohio State or Michigan and get Penn State 
fe} 3. ILLINOIS and Wisconsin at home. The bad news is that the Hawkeyes have 
ba no experienced runners, a so-so passing attack and lost three of 
©| 4. PENN STATE their top six tacklers. With only six Big Ten victories and 12 wins over- 
Se 5. MICHIGAN all in the last two seasons, coach Kirk Ferentz will start feeling con- 
r= 6. IOWA siderable heat if the Hawkeyes don't finish above .500 in league play 
= : this season. 

© 7. MICHIGAN STATE Michigan State appears to be the best of the rest in the Big Ten. 
& The Spartans showed some much-needed toughness in Year 1 of 
= 8. NORTHWESTERN the Mark Dantonio era. With veteran quarterback Brian Hoyer and 
4 9. PURDUE underrated running back Javon Ringer leading the way, MSU could 
r=) surprise in 2008. Northwestern, Purdue and Indiana each boast po- 
a 10. INDIANA tent offenses, but each team also has major concerns on defense. 
O.| 11. MINNESOTA Minnesota appears headed for its second-straight last-place finish 


under Tim Brewster. 
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You 


ALABAMA SPORTS HALL OF FAME - BIRMINGHAM 


could travel the globe and not find more sports opportunities than we have right here in 
Alabama. That's why we're devoting an entire year to sports of all kinds. Racing at the Talladega 

Superspeedway, football in Auburn and Tuscaloosa, golf along the Robert Trent Jones Golf 
Trail. We've got it all. So if you’ve got a passion for sports, then 2008 is going to be a year to 


remember. Get schedules, see video clips, get information about sports events and destinations, 


THE YEAR OF 
ALABAMA 
SPORTS 


and register to win the ULTIMATE ALABAMA SPORTS SWEEPSTAKES ar WWW.Yearofalabamasports.com. 


TEN NOTEBOOK » 


TIME FOR A CHANGE »> It took a significant story to over- 


shadow Ohio State's second consecutive whipping in the Bowl Cham- 
pionship Series title game, and the coaching change at Michigan did 
just thac. 

Farewell Lloyd Carr (who couldn't beat Ohio State’s Jim Tressel). 

Welcome to the Big Ten Conference, Rich Rodriguez (who last sea- 
son couldn't beat rival Pittsburgh when it mattered most). 

After pursuing Les Miles at LSU and Greg Schiano at Rutgers, 
Michigan officials turned their attention to Rodriguez and lured him 
away from West Virginia. Rodriguez brings to Ann Arbor a 60-26 
record in seven seasons as the Mountaineers’ head coach, four Big East 
titles, six consecutive bowl bids and the sexiest system on the planet 
these days — the spread-option offense. 

He also brings some baggage. 

Remember that the Mountaineers blew their shot at the BCS title 
game last season when they were awful in a 13-9 loss to Pittsburgh in 
the teams’ regular-season finale. Lawyers are still wrangling over the $4 
million buyout clause in Rodriguez's contract while at West Virginia. 
And, most important to some Michigan fans, Rodriguez is an out- 
sider. 

“Do you have to be a Michigan man to be a Michigan coach?” Ro- 
driguez said of the last issue. “Gosh, I hope not.” 

Just beat Ohio State and all will be forgiven. 


BUCKEYES 1, WOLVERINES 0 » Ohio State beat Carr in 
his final Big Ten game as Michigan's head coach, and the Buckeyes 
scored another critical victory in March, this time on the recruiting 
trail. 

When dual-threat quarterback Terrelle Pryor chose Ohio State over 
Michigan it gave Tressel, who dominated Carr, his first triumph over 
Rodriguez. 

Pryor, generally regarded as the nation’s top high school quarter- 
back, ran the spread offense at Jeannette (Pa.) High School and led 
his team to a 16-0 record. A three-time all-state performer, Pryor 
rushed for 1,899 yards and passed for 1,889 yards and accounted for 
58 touchdowns as a senior. Overall, he finished with 4,340 passing 
yards and 4,238 rushing yards. 

“This is an exciting day for the Buckeyes with Terrelle choosing 
Ohio State to be his football family,” Tressel said in the understate- 
ment of the recruiting season. “We're so proud of him, with his foot- 
ball and basketball success, and think he’s handled it tremendously 
well. Terrelle has a passion to be a great quarterback in every aspect. 
We think his future is tremendous. We couldn't be happier.” 


FAREWELL TOUR  » Joe Tiller enters his 12th season as Pur- 
due’s head coach in an unusual position. He knows this will be his last 
season in charge of the program, and his successor is already on board. 

The Boilermakers in January announced they had hired Danny 
Hope, a Purdue assistant under Tiller from 1997-2001, to succeed 
Tiller after the 2008 season. Hope compiled a 35-22 record in five 
seasons at Eastern Kentucky, including a 32-8 mark in Ohio Valley 
Conference games. 

Tiller’s record in 11 seasons at Purdue is 83-54, a winning per- 
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OHIO STATE IS DEALING WITH THE PAIN OF TWO STRAIGHT TITLE-GAME LOSSES. 


“It hurts tremendously. | mean, the pain, you cant 
really compare it to anything. To go the national 
championship game twice and lose, | mean, 
it's incredible” 
— Ohio State tailback Chris Wells, 
after the Buckeyes’ 38-24 loss to LSU 


centage of .606. He needs one victory to tie the school record of Jack 
Mollenkopf. Purdue has played in only 15 bowl games, with 10 com- 
ing on Tiller’s watch. 

However, Tiller’s bowl record is only 4-6. And since a loss in the 
2001 Rose Bowl, the Boilermakers have played in only one New Year's 
Day bowl, the 2004 Capital One Bowl. 

The time was right for a change. 


COORDINATOR SWITCH » After Wisconsin's defense was 
among the stingiest in the nation in 2006, defensive coordinator Mike 
Hankwitz was viewed as an outstanding veteran coach and a solid hire 
by Bret Bielema. 

After UW’s defense struggled last season, particularly against spread 
offenses, Hankwitz was fired, and co-defensive coordinator Dave Do- 
eren was promoted to coordinator. 

Hankwitz wasn’t out of work for long and was hired as Northwest- 
ern’s defensive coordinator. 

Bielema eventually acknowledged he made the move in part be- 
cause he didn’t want to lose Doeren to another program. 


DAUNTING CHALLENGE AWAITS Minnesota will enter 


the 2008 season with a new defensive coordinator. Ted Roof, the head 
coach at Duke from 2003-07, was brought in to replace Everett With- 
ers, who last winter left the program to become the defensive coordi- 
nator at North Carolina. 

Roof inherits a unit that finished last nationally in total yards al- 
lowed (518.7), 115th in pass yards allowed (289.3), 114th in rushing 
yards allowed (229.3) and 109th in points allowed (36.7). 

Good luck. 
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KEY GAMES >> 
‘Aug. 30° Illinois vs. Missouri (St. Louis) 
If this game:is anything like the 2007 meeting — Missouri needed 
a goal-line interception to seal a 40-34 victory — the Edward Jones 
Dome will be rocking. 


Sept.13 Ohio State at USC 
The Rose Bowl in September? USC has grown accustomed to beat- 
ing up the Big Ten's best in January. 


Sept.13 Michigan at Notre Dame 

No need to revisit the storied history of these programs, but one 
question needs to be asked: Will either side have a legitimate quar- 
terback? 


Sept.13 Wisconsin at Fresno State 
The result of this game will reveal whether Wisconsin will be a title 
contender when league play opens. 


Sept. 27 Wisconsin at Michigan 

This will be Game 4 for Rich Rodriguez. But the Big Ten opener, 
against a team that whipped the Wolverines last season in Madi- 
son, will be special. 


Sept. 27 Illinois at Penn State 
A 27-20 victory over Penn State in Week 5 last season showed the 
Illini were legitimate title contenders. What will this game reveal? 


Oct.4 Ohio State at Wisconsin 
The Buckeyes’ last trip to Madison was in 2003. They were unbeaten 
and riding a 19-game winning streak before suffering a 17-10 loss. 


Oct.18 Michigan at Penn State 
Joe Paterno has lost nine consecutive games to Michigan and is 
just 3-9 against the Wolverines, including 1-5 at home. 


Oct.18 Wisconsin at lowa 

The Hawkeyes don't face Ohio State or Michigan this season. This 
will be their first test against one of the league's potential con- 
tenders. 


Oct.25 Penn State at Ohio State 
Michigan and Ohio State on back-to-back weekends for Penn 
State? Nice job by the Big Ten computer. 


Nov.8 Penn State at lowa 
If lowa is in contention for a league title, this is a must-win game 
for the Hawkeyes. 


Nov.15 Ohio State at Illinois 
Think the Ohio State players and coaches remember that seven- 
point home loss to the Illini last season? Of course they do. 


Nov. 22 Michigan at Ohio State 

Rodriguez might get to face the recruit he pursued and wooed 
while at West Virginia and later at Michigan — freshman quar- 
terback Terrelle Pryor. 


“This hurts. | told our guys we were 
representing the conference, and we let the 
Big Ten down. | think we can compete, 
but we have to do it.” 
— Illinois coach Ron Zook, after a 49-17 Rose Bowl loss to USC 
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BIG SHOES TO FILL 


DANIEL DUFRENE, 2:8, /1/NO/S 

Illinois’ offense returns playmakers 
Juice Williams at quarterback and 
wide receiver Arrelious Benn but 
who will replace tailback Rashard 
Mendenhall, the Big Ten Offensive 
Player of the Year? The leading 
candidate appears to be Dufrene, 
a junior who averaged 6.3 yards 
per carry but finished with only 
294 yards in 13 games. He will be 
challenged by Troy Pollard and in- 
coming freshman Mikel Leshoure. 


PHILIP WELCH, &. \WiSCONSIN 
Kickers are sometimes forgotten, 
but Wisconsin will struggle to re- 
place specialist Taylor Mehlhaff. Mehlhaff made 21-of-25 field- 
goal attempts last season, including 5-of-7 from 40-to-51 
yards. His ability to hit the ball high and deep on kickoffs 
helped UW lead the Big Ten in touchbacks (27) and kickoff cov- 
erage, with a 47.0-yard net average. Welch has a strong leg 
but has yet to prove he can perform under pressure. 


BANI GBADYU, O18, PEN STATE 

Sean Lee was expected to lead the Penn State defense from 
his outside linebacker spot. But the Butkus Award candidate 
— and his 188 tackles — went down with a torn ACL during 
spring practice. Gbadyu, Lee's possible replacement, has yet 
to start a game and has a grand total of six career tackles. 


QUOTEBOOK » 


“It's extremely meaningful on a personal level. But the reason 
it's meaningful is because | can be in that locker room with 
the guys that did it ... lo come up with that kind of effort and 
to find a way to win means that we have some memories 
that were all going to be able to celebrate for years to come.’ 
- Lloyd Carr, after a 41-35 victory over favored Florida 
in the Capital One Bowl, his final game as Michigan's coach 


“Michigan football was a family, built on mutual respect 
and support for each other from Coach Carr on down. 
We knew it took the entire family, a team effort, and we 
all worked together. | have great trouble accepting that 
those family values have eroded in just a few months.’ 
— Offensive lineman Justin Boren, who left Michigan's program 
during spring practice and eventually transferred to Ohio State — yes, Ohio State 


“We're going to learn from it. The thing about a bowl game, 
it is the beginning and an end. It is a sad thing because it is 
the end of careers for some great guys ... But it is the beginning 
of something | think that’s going to be very, very good. 
We've got a lot of good, young football players that learned 
for the first time a bowl experience and what it takes to 
be a bowl champion.” 
— Indiana coach Bill Lynch, after the Hoosiers’ loss to Oklahoma State 
in the Insight Bowl, the school’s first bow! game since 1993 
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_____2007 BIG TEN STANDINGS _ = 


BIG TEN OVERALL QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
OHIO STATE ial 11-2 ILLINOIS 2 8 £ 4 2 3 4 
ILLINOIS 6-2 9-4 INDIANA = 10 8 7 9 6 5 
MICHIGAN 6-2 9-4 IOWA 8 11 3 6 5 5 8 
WISCONSIN 5-3 9-4 MICHIGAN 11 ri 10 9 4 7 3 
PENN STATE 4-4 9-4 MICHIGAN STATE 7 3 11 8 11 9 6 
IOWA 4-4 6-6 MINNESOTA 6 9 7 11 10 10 11 
PURDUE 3-5 8-5 NORTHWESTERN 3 6 5 10 8 11 10 
MICHIGAN STATE 3-5 76 OHIO STATE 1 2 1 1 3 1 1 
INDIANA 3-5 7-6 PENN STATE 10 5 2 3 1 4 2 
NORTHWESTERN 3-5 6-6 PURDUE 5 4 9 5 7 8 7 
MINNESOTA 0-8 111 WISCONSIN 9 1 6 2 6 2 9 


PASSING ATT COMP INT PCT YDS TD AVG/G 
CJ. Bachér, Northwestern 521 318019 6100 3,656 19S 3047 
Curtis Painter, Purdue 569 396 L626 = 3,846 29 2958 
Adam Weber, Minnesota 449 258 195) COTE 895: 242413 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD AVG/G LONG 
Chris Wells, Ohio State 274 1609 59 15 =: 128.8 65 
Javon Ringer, Michigan State 245 81447 «59 6 = 111.3 80 
PJ. Hill, Wisconsin 2331212 8.2 14° _ 410235 #72 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD AVG/G LONG 
Travis Beckum, Wisconsin 75 Wye AGH 6 75.5 46 
Eric Decker, Minnesota 67 909 13.6 9 758 59 


TACKLES: James Laurinaitis, Ohio State (121); Austin Thomas, Indiana (112) 
SACKS: Greg Middleton, Indiana (16); Maurice Evans, Penn State (12.5) 


TRAVIS BECKUM —- E. 
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OFFENSE DEFENSE 
SCORE RUSH PASS TOTAL SCORE RUSH PASS TOTAL 
ILLINOIS 27.8 (7) 2568 (1) 168.2 (11) 425.0 (3) 21.8 (5) 132.2 (5) 244.6 (10) 376.8 (7) 
INDIANA 31.7 (3) 1574 (8) 2364 (4) 393.8 (8) 28.5 (9) 159.7 (9) 243.7 (9) 403.4 (9) 
IOWA 18.5 (11) 126.2 (10) 190.1 (10) 316.3 (11) 18.8 (3) 122.0 (3) 229.2 (6) 351.2 (5) 
MICHIGAN 27.2 (8) 164.9 (6) 220.2 (5) 385.1 (10) 21.4 (4) 156.8 (8) 1788 (2) 335.7 (3) 


MICHIGAN STATE 33.1 (2) 198.2 (3) 218.6 (6) 4168 (4) 26.6 (8) 125.8 (4) 219.7 (4) 345.5 (4) 
MINNESOTA 26.2 (9) 161.8 (7) 2458 (8) 407.5 (6) 36.7 (11) 229.3 (11) 289.3 (11) 518.7 (11) 
NORTHWESTERN 25.8 (10) 119.8 (11) 307.9 (1) 427.7 (2) 31.0 (10) 167.1 (10) 243.4 (8) 410.5 (10) 
OHIO STATE 31.4 (4) 1969 (4) 1968 (9) 3937 (9) 12.8 (1) 82.8 (1) 150.2 (1) 233.0 (1) 
PENN STATE 30.3 (5) 1938 (5) 2063 (8) 4001 (7) 17.5 (2) 93.8 (2) 2145 (3) 308.2 (2) 
PURDUE 34.3 (1) 128.8 (9) 307.2 (2) 435.9 (1) 26.5 (7) 148.9 (7) 240.2 (7) 389.2 (8) 
WISCONSIN 29.5 (6) 200.8 (2) 208.0 (7) 4088 (5) 23.2 (6) 134.1 (6) 2225 (5) 356.6 (6) 


2007 BIG TEN BOWL RESULTS 


MOTOR CITY BOWL DEC. 26 DETROIT, MI: PURDUE 51, CENTRAL MICHIGAN 48 
CHAMPS SPORTS BOWL DEC. 28 ORLANDO, FL: BOSTON COLLEGE 24, MICHIGAN STATE 21 
ALAMO BOWL DEC. 29 SAN ANTONIO, TX: PENN STATE 24, TEXAS A&M 17 © INSIGHT BOWL DEC. 31 TEMPE, AZ: OKLAHOMA STATE 49 INDIANA 33 
OUTBACK BOWL ¢ JAN. 1 TAMPA, FL: TENNESSEE 21, WISCONSIN 17 * CAPITAL ONE BOWL JAN. 1 ORLANDO, FL: MICHIGAN 41, FLORIDA 35 
ROSE BOWL » JAN. 1 PASADENA, CA: USC 49, ILLINOIS 17 BCS NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP JAN. 7 NEW ORLEANS, LA: LSU 38, OHIO STATE 24 
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FIRST TEAM OFFENSE 
QB TODD BOECKMAN 


6'4" 244 SR. OHIO STATE 
Proved to be more than a caretaker in his first year as the starter. 


RB JAVON RINGER 
5'9" 200 SR. MICHIGAN STATE 
Despite sharing the workload, Ringer rushed for 1,447 yards in 2007. 


RB CHRIS WELLS 
6'1" 237 JR. OHIO STATE 
Outstanding cut-back runner with size and speed. 


WR ARRELIOUS BENN 
6'2" 214 SO. ILLINOIS 
Led the Illini in receptions (54) and yards (676) as a true freshman. 


WR BRIAN ROBISKIE 
6'3" 199 SR. OHIO STATE 
Finished third in the Big Ten in touchdown catches (11). 


TE TRAVIS BECKUM 
6'4" 223 SR. WISCONSIN 
Has 136 catches for 1,885 yards and 11 TDs in last two years. 


C A.Q. SHIPLEY 
6'1" 297 SR. PENN STATE 
Has started 26 consecutive games over the last two seasons. 


OL ALEX BOONE 
6'8" 312 SR. OHIO STATE 
A consensus second-team pick at left tackle last season. 


ALL-BIG TEN TEAM 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE 
DL MAURICE EVANS 


6'4" 264 JR. PENN STATE 
Second in Big Ten and sixth nationally in tackles for a loss with 21.5. 


DL MITCH KING 
6'3" 264 SR. IOWA 
Undersized but quick off the ball; had 14.5 tackles for a loss. 


DL GREG MIDDLETON 
6'3" 275 JR. INDIANA 
Emerging star led the nation in sacks with 16, 


DL MATT SHAUGHNESSY 
6'6" 253 SR. WISCONSIN 
Has bulked up over the years but still has the necessary quickness. 


LB MARCUS FREEMAN 
6'1" 239 SR. OHIO STATE 
The Buckeyes’ second-best backer is still pretty good.. 


LB JAMES LAURINAITIS 
6'3" 240 SR. OHIO STATE 
Butkus Award winner opted to come back for another tour. 


LB BRIT MILLER 
6'1" -252 SR. ILLINOIS 
Will replace J Lehman as the leader of the lllinis linebacking corps. 


CB VONTAE DAVIS 


6'0" 204 JR. ILLINOIS 


A physical cornerback with size; picked off four passes in ‘07. 


CB MALCOLM JENKINS 
6'1" 201 SR. OHIO STATE 
First-team All-Big Ten and second-team All-America as a junior. 
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OL XAVIER FULTON 
6'5" 295 SR. ILLINOIS 
Has made a smooth transition from the defensive line. 


OL RICH OHRNBERGER 
6'2" 291 SR. PENN STATE 
Teamed with Shipley to give the Lions some toughness up front. 


OL KRAIG URBIK 
6'6" 328 SR. WISCONSIN 
One of UW's more versatile linemen is back at right guard. 


SPECIALISTS 
K AUSTIN STARR 


6'3" 204 SR. INDIANA 
Made 15 consecutive field goals last season and finished 21-for-23. 


P JEREMY BOONE 
59> 164." IR: PENN STATE 
Led the Big Ten with a 43.0-yard average last season. 


S ANDERSON RUSSELL 
6'0" 205 JR. OHIO STATE 
Versatile enough to play either safety position or fill in at nickel back. 


S OTIS WILEY 
6'2" 210 SR. MICHIGAN STATE 
Has the potential and attitude to deliver big hits. 


KR A.J. WALLACE 
6'1" 188 JR. PENN STATE 
Finished third in the league with a 26.4-yard average. 


PR DAVID GILREATH 
5'11" 154 SO. WISCONSIN 
Handled both return jobs and was particularly adept on punts. 
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Boeckman: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports; Shipley: Joe Robbins; King: Bill Wood 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Juice Williams 6:2" 233 Jr. 
RB. Hill 5111" 228 Jr. 
RB Tyrell Sutton 59" 200 Sr. 
WR Brian Hartline 62" 186 Jr. 
WR Greg Orton Ode 9199 Sr: 
TE Tony Moeaki 64" 255 Sr. 
C Ryan McDonald Um cvOmm ors 
OL Gabe Carimi 6'8" 299 So. 
OL Zach Jones (ae ims LiPo Al? 
OL Andy Kemp 66" 316 Sr. 
OL Seth Olsen 6's" 305 Sr. 
SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Will Davis 6'3" 268 Sr. 
DL ~~‘ Tim Jamison 6'3" 263 Sr. 
DL David Lindquist 63" 288 Sr. 
DL = Mike Newkirk 63" 261 Sr. 
LB A.J. Edds 614" 244 Jr. 
LB. Anthony Heygood 6'2" 230 Sr. 
1B Greg Jones 61" 222 So. 
CB. Kurt Coleman 5111" 188 Jr. 
CB _Lydell Sargeant 5110 186 Sr. 
S Shane Carter 62" 202 Jr. 
S Anthony Scirrotto 60" 192 Sr. 
SECOND TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K Kevin Kelly 57" 164 Sr. 
P Justin Kucek 6'0" 200 Sr. 
KR Derrell Johnson-Koulianos 6'1" 205 So. 
PR Brian Hartline 6'2" 186 Jr. 
THIRD TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Kellen Lewis 611" 185 Jr. 
RB Jaycen Taylor 510" 180 Jr. 
RB Marcus Thigpen Bie ak taetst 
WR Deon Butler 5110" 168 Sr. 
WR Eric Decker 62" 215 Jr, 
TE Garrett Graham 64" 241 Jr. 
C John Moffitt 64" 317 So. 
OL Jon Asamoah 65" 309 Jr. 
OL Pete Saxon 66" 320 Jr. 
OL Sean Sester 67" 325 Sr. 
OL Eric Vanden Heuvel (Wie Sayaly esye 
THIRD TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Josh Gaines Oi) e275 Sk: 
DL Matt Kroul 63" 277-7 *Sr. 
DL Terrance Taylor 60" 319 Sr. 
DL Derek Walker 6'4" 270 Sr. 
LB DeAndre Levy 6'3" 234 Sr, 
LB Will Patterson Glew 235.) — Ir: 
LB Martez Wilson 6'4" 246 So. 
CB Allen Langford S'11" 188 Sr. 
CB. A.J. Wallace 61" 188 Jr. 
S Brandon Harrison 5'9" 206 Sr. 
S Austin Thomas 6'2" 200 Jr. 
THIRD TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K Chris Summers Gdn al 79) woh: 
P AJ. Trapasso 60" 229 Sr. 
KR Harold Howell 5'8" 160 So. 
PR Derrick Williams 6'0" 194 Sr. 
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Illinois 
Wisconsin 
Northwestern 
Ohio State 
Purdue 
lowa 
Illinois 
Wisconsin 
Purdue 
Wisconsin 
lowa 


Illinois 
Michigan 
Illinois 
Wisconsin 
lowa 
Purdue 
Michigan State 
Ohio State 
Penn State 
Wisconsin 
Penn State 


Penn State 
Minnesota 
lowa 

Ohio State 


Indiana 
Purdue 
Indiana 
Penn State 
Minnesota 
Wisconsin 
Wisconsin 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Purdue 
Wisconsin 


Penn State 
lowa 
Michigan 
Illinois 
Wisconsin 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Wisconsin 
Penn State 
Michigan 
Indiana 


Purdue 

Ohio State 
Minnesota 
Penn State 


TOP 20 NEWCOMERS » 


1. Terrelle Pryor (#1) QB 65" 230 Jeannette, PA Ohio State 
This Vince Young clone is the most dynamic playmaker in the nation. 

2. Michael Brewster (#12) OL 6'5" 300 Orlando, FL Ohio State 
Uses toughness and killer instinct to demolish those in his way. 

3. Mike Adams (#25) OL 6'8" 310 Dublin, OH Ohio State 


Possibly the best tackle prospect in the nation; an NFL talent. 
. Etienne Sabino (#33) LB 6'3" 230 Sonny Isles, FL Ohio State 
The complete package at linebacker; great against the run and pass. 


. DeVier Posey (#39) WR 6'3" 205 = Cincinnati, OH Ohio State 
Chad Johnson's protégé shows great agility and route-running skills. 


ow 


6. Darryl Stonum (#46) WR 6'3" 185 Sugar Land, TX Michigan 
Track star con make people miss in the open field; great route-runner. 

7. Boubacar Cissoko (#52) CB 5'9" 175 Detroit, MI Michigan 
Speed is the name of his game; great quickness, cutting ability and recovery speed. 

8. J.B. Shugarts (#56) OL 6'8" 300 Klein, TX Ohio State 


Solid athleticism and footwork for a player with ideal left tackle size. 
Lamaar Thomas (#68) ATH 5'11" 186 Fort Washington, MD Ohio State 
Versatile prospect who is dynamic with the ball, running or receiving. 


10. Dann O'Neill (#69) OL 6'7" 295 Grand Haven, MI Michigan 
Has all the necessary tools to be a star left tackle: size, feet and strength. 


3° 


11. Jake Stoneburner (#80) TE 6'6" 225 Dublin, OH Ohio State 
Possibly the fastest tight end prospect in the nation; great receiving option. 
12. Garrett Goebel (#82) DT 65" 280 Villa Park, IL Ohio State 


Technically sound prospect who has great hands, power and pass-rush ability. 


13. Andrew Sweat (#84) LB 6'2" 225 ~~ Washington, PA Ohio State 
Physically very strong but not very fast and may end up at end. 


14, Brandon Smith ATH 6'3" 210 New Brunswick,NJ = Michigan 
Interesting prospect who played QB in high school; wideout or safety are options. 
15. Corey Liuget DE 6'3" 260 Hialeah, FL Illinois 


Special athlete who played quarterback, receiver and tight end in high school, 


16. Brandon Beachum ATH 5'11" 220 Youngstown, OH Penn State 
Talented running back prospect who could end up on defense as well. 

17. Michael Mauti LB 6'1" 225 Mandeville, LA Penn State 
Hard-hitting middle backer prospect with excellent motor and leadership skills. 

18. Mike Yancich LB 6'3" 225 Washington, PA Penn State 
Technically sound outside backer who is at his best while attacking. 

19. Mike Zordich LB 6'2", 225 Youngstown, OH Penn State 
Shows solid straight-line attacking ability; lateral movements will be question. 

20. Cordale Scott ATH 6'3" 200 Cleveland, OH Mlinois 


Big, smooth target who has natural athletic ability and great hands. 
(#) Reflects ranking in Athlon Consensus 100 


RECRUITING BY SCHOOL » 


1. OHIO STATE 7. MICHIGAN STATE 
2. MICHIGAN 8. IOWA 
3. MINNESOTA 9. PURDUE 


4. ILLINOIS 10. INDIANA 
5. WISCONSIN 11. NORTHWESTERN 
6. PENN STATE 


“This program is going to be great again. 
We are recruiting very, very well. And we just 
understand we are doing the right things each 
and every day to make this program a 
championship-caliber program again.’ 
— Minnesota coach Tim Brewster, who compiled 
a 1-11 record in his first season as head coach 


105 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST, 


BIG TEN 
PREDICTION 


HEAD COACH: RON ZOOK RECORD AT SCHOOL: 13-23 (3 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 36-37 (6 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MIKE LOCKSLEY CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: DAN DISCH, CURT MALLORY 
CHAMPAIGN, ILL. MEMORIAL STADIUM (65,000) 


he 1951 Illini football team went 9-0-1 and blasted Stanford in the Rose 
Bowl. The 1952 team went 4-5. In 1963, Illinois won the Big Ten and the 
Rose Bowl. The 1964 team, led by returning star Dick Butkus, tied for fourth 
in the Big Ten. The 1983 Illini had the only 9-0 conference record in Big 
Ten history. In 1984, they were 6-3 in the league and didn’t go to a bowl game. The 
2001 Illini won the Big Ten and played in the Sugar Bowl. The 2002 team went 5-7, 
losing at home to San Jose State. 

The pattern has been established at Illinois. Win big one year, fall flat the next. Ron 
Zook is hell-bent on changing it. The fourth-year coach wants to follow his first BCS 
berth (Rose Bowl) with a second. And a third. And a fourth. 

“We've made a little progress,” Zook says. “But by no stretch of the imagination are 
we where we've got to be yet. To me, you can say your program has turned the corner 
when you win consistently. That’s our next goal.” 

At every chance during the offseason, Zook preached about the importance of hard 
work and effort. The only motivation Zook needed to give players was the final score 
of the Rose Bowl: USC 49, Illinois 17. 


“In our last game, we weren't very good,” Zook says. 


QUARTERBACKS There wouldn't have been a Rose Bow! appearance without the 
emergence of Juice Williams. And there wouldn't be preseason Top 25 talk without the 
junior’s return. After struggling with his accuracy as a freshman starter, Williams im- 
proved his completion percentage 18 points. It was a bump the coaches expected, but 
one that surprised many fans. After Williams got 
knocked out of the Missouri game and backup Eddie Illinois won nine games during 
McGee threw for 257 yards, some wanted to see its breakout 2007 season. 
Williams replaced. But the coaches stuck with The Illini won a combined 
Williams, who led the team to nine wins, including a eight games inthe 
: i % 4 previous four seasons. 
victory at No. 1 Ohio State. Because of his running 
ability, Williams is a nightmare for defensive coordina- 
tors. He is the team’s leading returning rusher after gaining 755 yards and scoring seven 
touchdowns. He kepr the game-clinching drive against Ohio State going with three 
runs on third down and one on fourth. To prepare for the season, Williams added mus- 
cle to his 6'2" frame, gaining 10 pounds to 233. He has also added weight to his words, 
becoming more of a vocal leader. Williams admits to being more confident and relaxed 
going into his third season. “It just comes with experience,” he says. “The longer I’m 
here, the more confident I'll be.” McGee played in 10 games, hitting 53 percent of his 
passes. Unlike the 2007 season, the coaches know they have a competent replacement 
if Williams gets hurt. 


RUNNING BACKS Rashard Mendenhall left the program with a year of eligibility re- 
maining. After being named Big Ten MVP and setting school records for yards and 
touchdowns, there wasn’t much left for Mendenhall to prove. One guy won't replace 
him. More likely, two to four. Daniel Dufrene, Mendenhall’s backup in 2007, gets the 
first shot. Dufrene, who began his career at Vanderbilt before heading to junior col- 
lege for a season, showed flashes of his ability, including an 80-yard run that led to 
the first Illini touchdown in the win at Ohio State. Troy Pollard didn’t participate in 
spring drills after suffering a torn knee ligament during the season. The Floridian 
will be given a long look at tailback. Two true freshmen also figure to get on the field. 
Champaign Centennial’s Mikel LeShoure graduated from high school a semester early 
so he could participate in spring drills. With Pollard out, LeShoure took a healthy 
chunk of the spring carries. At fullback, Illinois has to replace underrated Russ Weil. 
Rahkeem Smith is first in line, but converted safety Darius Purcell looked good dur- 


ing spring drills. 


RECEIVERS Arrelious Benn was named the Big Ten Freshman of the Year after catch- 
ing a team-best 54 passes for 676 yards and two touchdowns. Benn reluctantly sat out 
spring drills after having shoulder surgery in the offseason, although he watched prac- 
tices in full uniform, itching to get on the field. The shoulder injury, suffered during 
training camp, bothered Benn during the season. He didn't have full range of motion 
and was forced to wear a harness. The harness will be gone in 2008, and Benn prom- 
ises to put up bigger numbers. With input from other spots, the receiver position should 
be improved. Jeff Cumberland is a converted tight end who gained 131 yards in the fi- 
nale against Northwestern. Brian Gamble moved from safety during training camp and 
was the team’s No. 4 receiver. Converted cornerback Chris Duvalt moved to receiver in 
the spring and worked his way into the rotation. One overlooked missing part in 2007 
was Chris James, who suffered a torn knee ligament during training camp. James was 


ARRELIOUS BENN 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE ILLINI 
The Illinois coaches won’t admit it, but 
this program is ahead of schedule. They 
figured to get to a minor bowl last season 
and make a big splash in 2008. A win 
against No. 1 Ohio State and a Rose Bowl 
appearance meant an earlier-than-ex- 
pected move to the national scene. If Illi- 
Nois is to return to a BCS game, it will 
need more improvement from quarter- 
back Juice Williams. After facing plenty of 
skepticism going into the 2007 season, 
and even during it, Williams has become 
one of the team’s strengths. He needs to 
cut his interceptions and increase his 
touchdown totals while becoming one of 
the team’s leaders. He’s got oodles of 
help on offense, starting with receiver Ar- 
relious Benn. The Illini will miss Rashard 
Mendenhall, but Danie! Dufrene, Tray Pol- 
lard and pals will provide enough yards by 
committee to ease the pain. Defensively, 
Illinois has the pressure package Ron 
Zook craved when he came to C-U, with 
Will Davis leading a talented line corps. 
The schedule provides several stiff chal- 
lenges, starting with the St. Louis opener 
against Missouri. There are back-to-back 
trips to Penn State and Michigan to open 
the Big Ten season. If the Illini are unde- 
feated heading into mid-October, they will 


be thinking much bigger than a Big Ten title. 


A.30 #Missouri 
S. 6 Eastern Illinois W_ 
S. 13 UL Lafayette W 
S.27 at Penn State uF 
0. 4 atMichigan  * 
0. 11 Minnesota W 
0.18 Indiana Ww 
0.25 at Wisconsin “ 
N. 1 Iowa W 
N. 8 %%Western Michigan W 
N.15 OhioState $* 
N. 22 at Northwestern W 


#St. Louis, MO 
9aDetroit, MI 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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2008 SCHEDULE 


Williams, Benn: Joe Robbins 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


ready to return in time for the Rose Bowl, but the coaches didn’t want to burn his redshirt season. 
At tight end, returnee Michael Hoomanawanui is expected to get a training camp challenge from 


freshmen London Davis and Hubie Graham. Big bucks Offerisive coordinator Mike 


Locksley hasn’t hidden his desire to be- 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Second-year coach Eric Wolford wanted the Illini to cut the sacks allowed Eonierd head coach. But the school made 
while improving the run blocking. They followed their coach on both counts. The sacks dropped Ieasier for Locksley to stay, giving hiya 
from 30 to 16, and Illinois led the Big Ten in rushing, averaging 257 yards per game and 5.6 per multiyear contract that pays him 
carry. Three-fifths of the starting line returns, led by All-America candidates Ryan McDonald and $500,000 per year. Locksley was men- 
Xavier Fulton. McDonald enters his third season at center, the position his dad played for the Illini tioned as a candidate at West Virginia 
in the 1970s. Fulton was a struggling defensive lineman before the Illinois coaches turned him into and was contacted by Northern Illinois. 
an offensive tackle. Now, pro scouts are projecting him to be a first-day draft choice in 2009. The New digs The luxury suites and club 
third returning starter is right guard Jon Asamoah. He will help break in the new starting right seating in the Memorial Stadium west 
tackle, likely to be Ryan Palmer. The opening at left guard figures to go to Randall Hunt or Eric stands are scheduled be completed be- 
Block, who has served as the line’s sixth man throughout his career. fore the Sept. 6 home opener against 
Eastern Illinois. The $120 million project 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Tom Sims likes to includes a new press box, more rest- 


DEPTH CHART keep his players fresh. The former NFL line- rooms and concession areas. The players 


OFFENSE (6) . man has plenty of guys to pick from in 2008, benefit too, with a new weight room set 
WR? Arretious Benn (S0.) 4% Brian Gamble (S0.) starting with second-team All-Big Ten end for underneath the rebuilt north stands. 
WR 6 Chris dames (So.) Lois Duvalt (e) Will Davis. One of 13 Washington, D.C.-area The Memorial Stadium turf and the grass 


YO ZS Cine Be a)” ue eee players on the team, Davis led the Illini with practice fields were also replaced. 


USS Reve eOhae eRe Me) 9.5 sacks in 2007. The talent at end doesn’t 7 f : 

LG 66 Randall Hunt (So.) 62 Eric Block (Sr) Seg, cay mers : Motor City or bust Struggling to fill the 

C 60 Ryan McDonald (Sr) 62 Eric Block (Sr) stop with Davis. Derek Walker and Doug 19-game schedule, Illinois agreed to a 

RG 52 Jon Asamoah (ur) 74 Brandon Jordan (S0.) Pilcher have 50 career starts between them. neutral-site game against Western Michi- 

RT 78 Ryan Palmer (So.) 75 Mark Jackson (Fr) Pilcher had 5.5 sacks in 2007. David Lindquist gan. The teams will play Nov. 8 at De- 

TE 16 Michael Hoomanawanui (Jr) — Hubie Graham (Fr) cay aEee oe Spot; ue cas ae troit’s Ford Field, home of the Lions. 

QB = 7 Juice Williams (Jr) 10 Eddie McGee (So.) recorded 4.) sacks a year after leading the bi ; F . . 

RB 22 Daniel Dufrene (Jr) 5 Mikel ae (Fr) Ten in fumble recoveries. Saat aes Sign him up Former Florida feet 
Chris Norwell needs to be replaced at the other Jarred Fayson transferred to Illinois in 

DEFENSE (6) ore P January and participated in spring drills. 

DE 81 Will Davis (Sr) 95 Doug Pilcher (dr) tackle spot, with sophomore Josh Brent and He will have to sit out the 2008 season 

DT 92 dosh Brent (So.) 56 Sirod Williams (Sr) redshirt freshman D’Angelo McCray strong 2 

DT 94 David Lindquist (Sr) 93 D’Angelo McCray (Fr) candidates. 

j r ; 

7 5 ee 8 Sarees LINEBACKERS Outside linebacker Brit Miller 

LB 44 Brit Miller (Sr) 43. Sam Carson (Sr) moves to the middle, replacing longtime starter 

LB 38 Ian Thomas (Fr) 45 Rodney Pittman (Sr) J Leman. The talkative Miller should be one of 

CB 1 Vontae Davis (Jr) 14 Miami Thomas (So.) the leaders on defense and has a chance to pile 

CB 28 Dere Hicks (ur) Patrick Nixon (Fr.) up tackles. One outside spot will go to Martez 

ss Donsay Hardeman (Fr) 18 Nate Bussey (So.) Wilson. He shared team Rookie of the Year 

FS 31 Travon Bellamy (So.) 24 Bo Flowers (So.) honors with Benn after recording 29 tackles. 

SPECIAL TEAMS Illinois coaches think Wilson has star potential, 

K Derek Dimke (Fr) KR 9 Arrelious Benn (So.) especially when he gains comfort in the defense. 

P 87 Anthony Santella(So.) PR 15 Chris Duvalt (dr) The third linebacker spot is expected to go to 


lan Thomas or Rodney Pittman. The Illini will 
be looking to the freshman class for depth. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS All-Big Ten junior Vontae Davis leads a trio of talented cornerbacks that also 
includes Dere Hicks and Miami Thomas. The coaches spent spring drills trying to find replace- 
ments at safety. Former Tigers/Cubs farmhand Bo Flowers is in the mix. So are Nate Bussey, Travon 
Bellamy and Garrett Edwards. Incoming junior college transfer Donsay Hardeman, who has good 
size at 6'2", will get a long look. 


VONTAE DAVIS 


RISING STAR 


SPECIALISTS The Illini apparently solved their punting problem when Anthony Santella starred 


in the Rose Bowl. But longtime kicker Jason Reda has graduated, leaving the job to either return- One of the top- 
ing walk-ons Matt Brandabur or Michael Cklamovski or incoming freshman Derek Dimke. Benn rated recruits in 
is one of the Big Ten’s best kick returners and took one back for a score against Penn State in 2007. the country in 
2007, Martez Wil- 
son takes over one 
SCOUTING THE FIGHTING ILLINI Rrthestartina oUt 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP ILLINOIS “I saw (tailback) Daniel Dufrene, and I liked him, but Rashard side linebacker 
Mendenhall was what stirred the drink. I’m glad to see him go. He was a great player. Really un- spots. He’ll show 
derrated nationally. Just a really, really good back. ... (Brit) Miller and (Martez) Wilson are very Opposing runners 
active linebackers. I don’t know if they’ll move one of those guys to the middle or not. They’ve re- andreceivershis 2% 
cruited well at linebacker. They’II have all their questions answered as things go along. ... Juice relentless chasing 
(Williams) managed the game. He made good decisions with the ball. He ran the ball tough. He’s ability. And opposing quarterbacks 
a fierce competitor. That's where I saw him grow the most, managing the game. He did a nice job might want to be on the lookout. Wilson | 
of making sure he put the ball into the playmaker’s hands. He should be even better this year. ... is considered to be the best Illinois de- 
They do as good a job as anybody in the league of mixing complements to their run game.” fensive athlete since Simeon Rice. P 
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QUARTERBACKS 
14 Baise, Ryan 
19 Haig, Phil 

10 McGee, Eddie 
7 Williams, Juice 


RUNNING BACKS 
22 Dufrene, Daniel 
5 LeShoure, Mikel 
43, Levanti, Nick 
49 Pacha, Tyler 
29 Pollard, Troy 
35. Purcell, Darius 
30 Smith, Rahkeem 


RECEIVERS 

9 Benn, Arrelious 
17 Cumberland, Jeff 
15 Duvalt, Chris 

23 Eastman, Jack 
26 Gamble, Brian 
21 Hudson, Kyle 

6 James, Chris 

13 Judson, Will 

86 McClendon, Greg 
80. Reavy, Alex 

82 Sykes, Fred 

3 Wilkins, Marques 


TIGHT ENDS 


16 Hoomanawanui, Michael 


87 Jackson, Cu. 
65 Nabolotny, Mike 
89 Sullivan, Tom 


HT/WT 
6-3/205 
63/205 
6-4/200 
6-2/233 


HT/WT 
§-/201 
6-0/240 
6-0/223 
5-10/200 
5-8/180 
5-10/219 
6-1/255 


HT/WT 
6-2/214 
65/247 
511/175 
6-1/189 
6-0/197 
5-11/167 
6-0/188 
5-8/163 
6-2/235 
6-2/195 
6-0/176 
6-0/191 


HI/WT 
6-5/265 
6-8/279 
6-5/281 
6-4/234 


cL HOMETOWN 
Fr. Orland Park, IL 
Fr. Inver Grove Heights, MN 
So. Washington, DC 
de Chicago, IL 


cL HOMETOWN 
Je Ft. Lauderdale, FL 


Fr. Champaign, IL 
Sr Champaign, IL 
Sr. Fairfield, IA 
Fr. Jacksonville, IL 
Fr. Chicago, IL 
Jr Lombard, IL 


cL HOMETOWN 
So. Washington, DC 


dr. Columbus, OH 
Jt Lakeland, FL 
ur. Naperville, IL 
So. Massillon, OH 
Sr. Mattoon, IL 
So. Chicago, IL 
Sr. Riverdale, GA 
Sr. Columbus, GA 
So. Springfield, IL 
Fr. Tampa, FL 
dr. Decatur, IL 


cL HOMETOWN 
dr. Bloomington, IL 
dr. Buena Vista, GA 
Sr Glenview, IL 
dr. Tinley Park, IL 


2008 SIGNEES 


Jeff Allen 

Jacob Charest 
London Davis 
Russell Ellington 
Reggie Ellis 
Jason Ford 
Glenn Foster 
Evan Frierson 
Hubie Graham 
Donsay Hardeman 
AJ. Jenkins 
Corey Lewis 
Mikel LeShoure 
Corey Liuget 
Whitney Mercilus 
Patrick Nixon 
Nate Palmer 
Graham Pocic 
Jack Ramsey 
Tyler Sands 
Supo Sanni 
Cordale Scott 
Ryan Sedlacek 
Justin Staples 
Fred Sykes 


Ugochukwu Uzodinma 


Ashante Williams 
Tavon Wilson 


DL 6-4 320 
QB 6-4 200 
TE 6-4 255 
ATH 62 203 
DL 6-2 278 
RB 6-0 209 
OL 6-4 223 
LB 6-2 217 
TE 6-4 ©6240 
S 6-2 220 
WR 60 175 
OL 6-6 278 
RB 6-0 220 
DL 6-3 260 
DL 63 225 
DB 5-10 180 
LB 63 228 
OL 67 316 
ATH 5-11 182 
DL 65 290 
WR 63 197 
WR 63 200 
OL 6-4 292 
LB 64 215 
WR 60 175 
DL 6-4 240 
DB/RB 5-10 191 
WR/DB 6-0 179 


| 2008 ILLINOIS ROSTER 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


val 
52 
62 
73 
68 
57 
66 
vs) 
74 
60 
78 
76 
79 


Allen, Jeff 
Asamoah, Jon 
Block, Eric 
Cornell, Jack 
Fulton, Xavier 
Garrity, Mike 
Hunt, Randall 
Jackson, Mark 
Jordan, Brandon 
McDonald, Ryan 
Palmer, Ryan 
Pocic, Graham 
Wilson, Craig 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


98 
92 
99 
81 
72 


55 
90 


97 


58 
56 


Ballew, Daryle 
Brent, Josh 
Brown, Jerry 
Davis, Will 

Ellis, Reggie 
Jackson, Anterio 
dames, Antonio 
Lindquist, David 
McCray, D'Angelo 
Mercilus, Whitney 
Nurse, Clay 
Pilcher, Doug 
Walker, Derek 
Whalen, Bryson 
Williams, Sirod 


Chicago, IL 
Matthews, NC 
Cahokia, IL 
Homewood, IL 
Washington, DC 
Belleville, IL 
Chicago, IL 
Washington, DC 
Scranton, PA 
Jacksonville, FL 
Jacksonville, FL 
Cresco, PA 
Champaign, IL 
Hialeah, FL 
Akron, OH 
Jacksonville, FL 
Chicago, IL 
Lemont, IL 
Chicago, IL 
Boyertown, PA 
Homewood, IL 
Cleveland, OH 
Westport, CT 
Lakewood, OH 
Tampa, FL 
Washington, DC 
Mayfield, OH 
Washington, DC 


The 2008 class doesn't have the star power of 2007, but what it lacks in big names, 
it makes up for in depth. Illinois hit its usual recruiting hotbeds, taking top players 
from Chicago, the St. Louis area, Washington D.C., Florida and Ohio. The Buckeyes 
wanted Cleveland receiver Cordale Scott, who picked the Illini instead. Defensive 
lineman Corey Liuget picked Illinois over Miami, Florida State and national cham- 
pion LSU. The key player in the class might be junior college safety Donsay Harde- 
man, who will be given an early look to fill one of two vacancies. Quarterback Jacob 
Charest was third string before he even arrived on campus. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


HT/WT 
6-4/326 
6-5/309 
63/292 
6-5/329 
6-5/295 


f=] 


cm, 
= 


PRS SH ao ae wes 


$erA 


Sr. 


HOMETOWN 
Chicago, IL 
Park Forest, IL 
New Orleans, LA 
Quincy, IL 
Flossmoor, IL 
Batavia, IL 
Hightstown, Nu 
Columbus, OH 
Merrillville, IN 
Holland, MI 
Canton, OH 
Lemont, IL 
Harvey, IL 


HOMETOWN 
Cincinnati, OH 
Bloomington, IL 
St. Louis, MO 
Greenbelt, MD 
Washington, DC 
Chicago, IL 
Massillon, OH 
Highland Park, IL 
Jacksonville, FL 
Akron, OH 
Beltsville, MD 
Hinsdale, IL 
Glendale Heights, IL 
Freeport, IL 


Sr. Garfield Heights, OH 


LINEBACKERS 

43 Carson Ill, Sam 
39 Gillen, Conor 

53 Jefferson, Dustin 
44 Miller, Brit 

45 Pittman, Rodney 
38 Thomas, Ian 

2 Wilson, Martez 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
31 Bellamy, Travon 
18 Bussey, Nate 

1 Davis, Vontae 

20 Edwards, Garrett 
24 Flowers, Bo 

27 Gully, Antonio 

22 Harweger, Andrew 
28 Hicks, Dere 

30 Locksley Jr, Mike 
10 Stunkard, Cody 

14 Thomas, Miami 

32 Williams, Ashante 
SPECIALISTS 

36 Bosch, Jared (P) 
38 Brandabur, Matt (K) 


35 Cklamovski, Michael (K) 


Dimke, Derek (K) 
84 Eller, Matt (K) 
59 Keely, Tad (LS) 
87 Santella, Anthony (P) 
37 Yelton, Kyle (P) 


2007 RESULTS 


RECORD: 9-4 (6-2 BIG TEN) 


DATE 


OPPONENT 
Missouri 


Western Illinois 


at Syracuse 
at Indiana 
Penn State 
Wisconsin 

at Iowa 
Michigan 
Ball State 

at Minnesota 
at Ohio State 
Northwestern 
#USC 
#Rose Bowl 


RESULT 


rHFSstszsazrrZzz2z2ear 


5-10/197 


HI/WT CL 
6-1/200 So. 
6-0/220 So. 
6-4/261 dr. 
60/175 Fr. 
61/201 Fr. 
6-1/220 So. 
6-2/190 So. 
60/195 dr. 


SCORE 
40-34 
21- 0 
41-20 
27-14 
27-20 
31-26 
10- 6 
27-17 
28-17 
44-17 
28-21 
41-22 
49-17 


HOMETOWN 
Woodridge, IL 
Glen Ellyn, IL 

Kankakee, IL 

Decatur, IL 


 FortWashington, MD 
. Berwyn Heights, MD 


Chicago, IL 


HOMETOWN 
Greenbelt, MD 
Washington, DC 
Washington, DC 
Downers Grove, IL 
Melrose Park, IL 
St. Louis, MO 
Freeport, IL 
Roanoke, VA 
Champaign, IL 
Philo, IL 
Chicago, IL 
Mayfield, OH 
HOMETOWN 
Mahomet, IL 
Middletown, OH 
Willow Springs, IL 
Rockford, IL 
Jacksonville, FL 
Oswego, IL 
Wauconda, IL 
Chesterton, IN 


2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING 
Juice Williams 
Eddie McGee 


RUSHING 

Rashard Mendenhall 
Juice Williams 
Daniel Dufrene 


RECEIVING 
Arrelious Benn 
Rashard Mendenhall 
Jacob Willis 

Brian Gamble 
Kicking: Jason Reda, 16-18 FGs, 44-45 XPs, 92 points 
Tackles: J Leman, 132; Antonio Steele, 89 
Sacks: Will Davis, 9.5 
Interceptions: Kevin Mitchell, 5 


ATT 
267 
55 


COMP YDS 
153—-1,743 
29 444 
YDS AVG 
1,681 64 
755 4.6 
294 6.3 
YDS AVG 
676 12.5 
318 9.4 
330 15.0 
170 10.6 
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t started small enough, Two guys from the Washington, D.C., area thought they would 
like to try Big Ten football. At faraway Illinois, 715 miles away to be exact. Will Davis 
and Rodney Pittman didn’t know they were about to start a trend — one that would 
extend to five other D.C.-area high schools. 


Of the 85 scholarship players on the 2008 Illinois roster, 13 are from an area within a punt, 
pass and kick of the White House. The 2005 signees, Davis and Pittman, were pioneers. It’s 
been a productive crew, too. Of the 10 who participated in Illini spring drills, eight were 
listed among the first two units. 


And it’s been an honored group. Cornerback Vontae Davis was first-team All-Big Ten as a 
sophomore. Receiver Arrelious Benn, the highest-profile member of the D.C.-to-Illinois 
bunch, was the Big Ten’s Freshman of the Year, Defensive end Will Davis was second-team 
All-Big Ten and is drawing attention from NFL scouts. 


Will Davis understands his place in the D.C.-to-Illinois pipeline. “I knew a couple guys 


would come out,” Davis says. “I didn’t know it would be this many. I know more will 
» 
come. 


How did this happen? How did Illinois become “D.C. West?” 
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Start with the connection, Illinois offensive 
coordinator Mike Locksley. The recruiting 
star grew up in D.C. He played with and 
against some of the area’s current head 
coaches, including Washington Dunbar’s 
Craig Jefferies. He also has recruited the area 
for years, first as an assistant at nearby Mary- 
land and later at Florida and Illinois. The 
D.C. high school coaches trust Locksley, 
which gives Illinois easier access to the under- 
rated recruiting area. 

“Locksley did get the door open,” Jefferies 
says. “He had relationships with those guys. 
He knew who Arrelious was coming into the 
ninth grade. He knows this area. He knows 
its untapped. He's willing to be a little bit 
more patient and willing to turn over a few 
more rocks and stones than most people.” 

Current Illini Nate Bussey is an example 
of Locksley’s willingness to keep turning over 
stones. Bussey had only one other Division 
I-A offer, from Kent State. Benn’s quarter- 
back at Dunbar signed with the Illini and is 
competing for a starting safety spot as a red- 
shirt freshman. 

“They always liked Nate. They just didn’t 
know what would be his best position,” Jef- 
feries says. “It all worked out.” 

Locksley isn’t doing it alone. He passes the 
credit to his head coach, Ron Zook, who has 
learned his way around the back streets of 
D.C. 

“You're selling his vision, his program,” 
Locksley says. “When he goes in there, people 
like him. He’s honest. The kids have come 
and been successful in the classroom and on 
the field.” 

Once the Illinois coach convinced a couple 
of the players to come, it was easier to get the 
rest. Champaign-Urbana became a home- 
away-from-home for the D.C. players, with 
the atmosphere bolstered by their peers. 

“There's a comfort factor,” Locksley says. 
“When you come here on your official visit, 
youre not the only one who speaks that lan- 
guage or dresses the way they dress or shares 
some of the same tastes in music and culture.” 

The biggest D.C. hit for Illinois came Nov. 
9, 2006. Benn, considered the top receiver in 
the country, told a national television audi- 
ence he was going to Illinois. He picked the 
Illini over Notre Dame, Florida State and 
Miami, shocking the recruiting experts. 

Having former Dunbar teammate Vontae 
Davis already on the Illinois campus made it 
easier for Benn. 

“I knew he went through it,” Benn says. 
“He was telling me what to expect.” 

Benn thought so much of his choice that 
he graduated early from Dunbar and attended 
the spring semester of 2007 at Illinois. He got 
a jump on the rest of the freshman class, par- 
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ticipating in spring practices and summer 
workouts. That might help explain his 54- 
catch rookie season. A year later, as his team 
knocked off No. 1 Ohio State and earned a 
bid to the Rose Bowl, Benn had a chance to 
say, “I told you so.” 

“T knew it was going to happen,” Benn 
says. “I knew this program was on the verge of 
turning things around.” 

Part of the appeal of Illinois, Benn says, is 
the distance. And the small-town flavor. 

“D.C. is pretty fast,” Benn says. “It’s nice 
and calm here. You just go with the flow 
here.” 

The players haven't had to make a weather 
adjustment, Jefferies says. That's a plus for Illi- 
nois. 

“If you look at the universities in this area, 


“| new it was going to h 


“It’s going to get even bigger,” Benn says. 
“Tr’s far, but it’s worth it.” 

Jefferies thinks Illinois will continue as a re- 
cruiting force in D.C. as long as Zook is in 
charge. “Coach Zook is the closer,” Jefferies 
says. “Locksley gets them to the eighth inning. 
A lot of schools recruit Dunbar. When you 
look at the head coaches and how they recruit, 
Coach Zook stands on his own. I can’t imag- 
ine it shutting down. I trust him. The door is 
always going to be open for those guys.” 

There are oodles of high-level recruits in 
the D.C. area this year. Dunbar, as always, has 
a handful. The best of the bunch, according to 
Jefferies, might be receiver Deon Long. Be- 
fore his junior year had ended, Long had of- 
fers from West Virginia and Michigan State, 
with interest from others. Including Illinois. 


appen. I knew this program 


was on the verge of turning things around: 


ee. Dig Ten [reshman of the Year Arrelious Benn 


Illinois matches up very well,” Jefferies says. 
“There's something about going away that 
makes a kid mature. If you're going to go 
away, you're going to go to a place that is al- 
most like home, but it’s not home. That’s the 
attraction for these guys.” 

Out of D.C., Jefferies says, the players are 
more able to be themselves. “Here, you have to 
be guarded about everything, from your per- 
sonal belongings to your surroundings to just 
trying to stay ahead,” Jefferies says. “There, 
they can slow down. They can feel relaxed and 
be focused on what they need to do.” 

Locksley hasn't denied his interest in some- 
day becoming a head coach. His name was 
linked to West Virginia after the 2007 season, 
and Northern Illinois called. 

If and when Locksley takes over his own 
program, don’t expect the D.C. recruits to 
stop considering Illinois. 

“Coach Zook’s been going in that area with 
me for six years,” Locksley says. “He always 
jokes I’ve been taking him different ways to 
the high schools. He says, “Hey, I know how 
to get to Dunbar, DeMatha. I don’t even need 
you.’ He knows his way around D.C. pretty 
well. Illinois will be able to recruit that area as 
long as they keep the talent that we have 
here.” 

The current players helped sell freshmen 
Reggie Ellis (Dunbar), Evan Frierson (H.D. 
Woodson), Ugo Uzodinma (Dunbar) and 
Tavon Wilson (H.D. Woodson) on coming 
to C-U. In the future, Ellis and pals will talk 
another group into joining. 


“Illinois has been consistent in recruiting 
guys year in and year out,” Jefferies says. 
“That's helped them as well. Illinois is on the 
tongue of a lot of the kids in the area. I think 
they've gained a lot of fans in this area because 
of the contingent of guys that are there.” 

While D.C. recruiting has been important 
during the Zook era, it hasn’t replaced the pri- 
mary spot — Chicago. Twenty-five of Illinois’ 
85 scholarship players are from the area. But 
Zook and his staff knew they needed second- 
ary recruiting areas. So, outside of Illinois, 
they have devoted time to D.C., Ohio (Zook’s 
home state), Pennsylvania and Florida. 

“T think D.C. is critical to what they are 
doing,” says Big Ten Network analyst Howard 
Griffith, a former Illini running back. “Once 
you establish that trust, you can always con- 
tinue to go back in there. Those players now 
in D.C. who saw Will Davis come here and 
have the success he had, they feel like, ‘I've got 
an option there. I can go to some other places 
that maybe I wouldn't have considered four 
years ago.’ You couple that with winning. You 
couple that with being part of something new, 
turning something around.” 

Without the D.C. players, Griffith says, 
Illinois wouldn't have been in the 2008 Rose 
Bowl. Not even close. 

“Those guys touch younger players, fresh- 
men and sophomores, at their high schools,” 
Griffith says. “These are the guys the players 
look up to. Regardless of where the school is, 
they are now watching Illinois because of 
those players that are here.” 
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lay 13 was the late Terry Hoeppner's battle cry for an Indiana University foot- 
ball program that had gone 13 consecutive seasons without playing in a bow! 
game. That came to an end last year, a few months after Hoeppner’s passing, 
with a New Year's Eve trip to the Insight Bowl. 

One season later the goals have changed. Instead of ‘Play 13’, IU players are com- 
mitted to not only getting to a bowl game, but winning one, too. 

“I’m not going to say that people were just satisfied to get there, but I think we 
learned something pretty valuable at the bowl game last year,” says junior defensive end 
Greg Middleton, who led the nation in sacks with 16 last season, “We still want to play 
13, but our goal this year is to win No. 13. And I think we have the team to do it.” 

Optimism is high at Indiana. With the exception of game-changing wide receiver 
James Hardy, the majority of the pieces return from a team that averaged nearly 32 
points per game last season. The 2008 schedule features a school-record eight home 
games. There is no Michigan or Ohio State on the schedule for a second year in a row, 
and eight of the first 10 games of the season will be played in the friendly confines of 
Memorial Stadium. The two road games in that stretch are at Minnesota and Illinois. 

Still, there's a major question mark surrounding the Hoosiers entering the 2008 sea- 
son. Junior all-everything quarterback Kellen Lewis did not participate in spring prac- 
tice after being suspended indefinitely for a violation of team rules. Coach Bill Lynch 
says Lewis has some work to do to be a part of the IU team in the fall. 

With Lewis under center, and the Hoosiers employing a new no-huddle offense, the 
sky appears to be the limit for Indiana. But if Lewis isn’t there, and Indiana is forced to 
use backup Ben Chappell, an explosive offen- 
sive attack will have taken a major hit. 

Irs a fluid situation that will have 
Hoosier fans on the edge of their seats 
throughout the summer wondering if 2008 
has a chance to be as magical as 2007. 


Indiana had 14 players who 
recorded at least one sack in 2007. 
Of that group, nine return in ’08, 
including Greg Middleton, who 

led the nation with 16 sacks, 


QUARTERBACKS Lewis, the player who is constantly compared to former IU stand- 
out Antwaan Randle El, doesn’t merely direct the offense; he is the offense. A year ago, 
he was Indiana’s leading rusher with 736 yards and nine touchdowns. That was exactly 
half of the number of rushing touchdowns for the team. As for his passing skills, Lewis 
completed nearly 60 percent of his passes for 3,043 yards with 28 touchdowns and 10 
interceptions. Chappell appears to be a capable backup and handled the offense fine in 
the spring. But the no-huddle offense under the direction of a player like Lewis, who 
can take off and run at any time, has much more potential than it does with a much- 
less-mobile Chappell running the show. 


RUNNING BACKS Marcus Thigpen has been called the fastest man in Bloomington 
because of his 4.3 track speed, and he’s tough to catch in the open field. The difficult 
thing is getting him there. Running to the outside, Thigpen has been effective, but he 
has struggled between the tackles. Still, he was IU’s second-leading rusher behind Lewis 
with 568 yards. It will help that [U’s other top two tailbacks, Bryan Payton and 
Demetrius McCray, return, McCray missed most of the 2007 season with a leg injury, 
and Payton filled in admirably, gaining 381 yards. One other player to keep an eye on 
is true freshman Darius Willis, the runner-up for Indiana’s Mr. Football award for the 
top player in the state last season. At 6'0", 220, Willis is a powerful back who will chal- 
lenge for playing time right away. 


RECEIVERS Gone are Hardy and James Bailey — the latter left the team for personal 
reasons — but Indiana shouldn't miss a beat. Guys like Andrew Means, Ray Fisher and 
Terrance Turner are all explosive receivers and have been waiting in the wings for their 
turn. Last year, Means and Fisher combined to catch 100 passes for more than 1,000 
yards. Turner was hurt early in the year but is expected to be 100 percent by the fall. All 
three of those players missed the spring game for a variety of reasons, but that just gave 
players like Brandon Walker-Roby, Matt Ernest, Chris Banks and Collin Taylor a chance 
to shine. The one thing that is clear is there will be lots of quality competition for play- 
ing time at the wide receiver spot this season. Keep an eye on redshirt freshman Max 
Dedmond to make an immediate impact at the tight end position. Tight ends only 
caught five passes total last season, but Dedmond could change that in a hurry. Look for 
him to become a favorite target regardless who the IU quarterback turns out to be. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Hoeppner’s second recruiting class at Indiana included seven 
offensive linemen, whom he dubbed the “Seven Blocks of Limestone.” Line coach 
Bobby Johnson said in the spring that it’s possible that five of those players could oc- 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE HOOSIERS 
As long as Kellen Lewis is running the 
show, Indiana should have no trouble put- 
ting up a lot of points again in 2008. Lewis 
gives the running game instant credibility 
with his ability to take off and run at any 
point. The fleet-footed junior has a knack 
for taking what the defense gives him. Put 
Lewis in the new no-huddle offense and 
he should even have more chances to 
shine. If the running game could be a little 
more formidable, it could potentially make 
Lewis that much more dangerous. The 
Hoosiers, though, need to do a better job 
of running between the tackles, which will 
force opposing defenses not to key as 
much on Lewis. In the passing depart- 
ment, Ray Fisher and Andrew Means need 
to stretch the field in order to open up 
more opportunities underneath. Still, as is 
always the case with Indiana football, the 
defense will dictate just how far this team 
is capable of going. Last season the de- 
fensive front, led by Greg Middleton, 
recorded a school-record 42 sacks, but 
the Hoosiers still gave up 28.5 points and 
more than 400 yards of offense per game. 
Stopping the run will once again be the 
key. Last season, IU gave up nearly 160 
rushing yards per game and 24 rushing 
touchdowns, numbers that both need to 
shrink. 


RAY FISHER 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A. 30 Western Kentucky W 
S. 6 Murray State W 
S. 20 Ball State W 
S. 27 Michigan State L 
0. 4 at Minnesota bal 
0.11 Iowa L 
0.18 at Illinois is 
0. 25 Northwestern te 
N. 1 Central Michigan a 
N. 8 Wisconsin L 
N. 15 at Penn State L 
N. 22 at Purdue o 


*Games in bold represent cames crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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Middleton, Fisher: Ric Fogel 
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cupy the starting lineup for the Hoosiers in the fall. Left tackle Rodger Saftold and left guard Pete 
Saxon have been the mainstays at their positions the last two seasons and will continue there as jun- 
iors. But three other members of the ‘Seven Blocks’ — Alex Perry, Cody Faulkner and Mike Stark 
— could also start this year. Fifth-year senior Kenny Love will battle Faulkner at right guard, as will 


350-pound redshirt freshman Dennis Zeigler. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Middleton is on every preseason watch list for defensive players after his 
first-team All-Big Ten season last year at end. He led the nation in sacks with a school-record 16 
and constantly created havoc in the opponent’s backfield. Jammie Kirlew, the pass rusher on the 
other side, benefited from all the attention paid to Middleton last season and had 4.5 sacks of his 
own. Another defensive end, Ryan Marando, had five sacks last year and will platoon with Kir- 
lew. Defensive tackles Deonte Mack and Greg Brown, along with brothers Kevin and Keith Bur- 
rus, give Indiana plenty of depth and experience up front in a group that boasts three returning 


OFFENSE (6) 


WR 


QB 
RB 


13 Andrew Means (ur.) 
7 Ray Fisher (ur.) 
81 Terrance Turner (So.) 
76 Rodger Saffold (Jr.) 
64 Pete Saxon (Jr) 
71 Alex Perry (So.) 
79 Cody Faulkner (So.) 
68 Mike Stark (So.) 
87 Troy Wagner (Jr) 
15 Kellen Lewis (ur.) 
2 Marcus Thigpen (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 


LE 


FS 


57 Jammie Kirlew (Jr) 
55 Deonte Mack (So.) 
62 Greg Brown (Sr.) 
92 Greg Middleton (ur.) 
34 Will Patterson (Jr.) 
43 Matt Mayberry (ur) 
56 Geno Johnson (Sr.) 
16 Chris Phillips (Sr) 
17 Bruce Hampton (ur) 
20 Austin Thomas (ur.) 
8 Nick Polk (ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
Pp 


18 Austin Starr (Sr.) 
12 Chris Hagerup (Fr.) 


DEPTH CHART 


84 Matt Ernest (Fr.) 


19 Brandon Walker-Roby (Sr). 


80 Chris Banks (ur) 
72 Andrew McDonald (Fr) 
52 Jarrod Smith (So.) 
67 Dan Rutigliano (Fr) 
77 Kenny Love (Sr) 
74 Josh Hager (Fr.) 
41 Max Dedmond (Fr) 
4 Ben Chappell (So.) 
27 Bryan Payton (Jr) 


35. Ryan Marando (Sr.) 
98 Kevin Burrus (Ur) 
97 Keith Burrus (ur) 

93 Fred Jones (Fr) 

25 Justin Carrington (ur) 
46 Tyler Replogle (So.) 
44 Darius Johnson (Fr) 
18 Richard Council (So.) 
23 Adrian Burks (So.) 
26 Brandon Mosley (Sr) 
33 Joe Kleinsmith (Sr) 


KR 2 Marcus Thigpen (Sr) 
PR 7 Ray Fisher (ur) 


starters. 


LINEBACKERS Two of three starters return 
in Will Patterson and Geno Johnson, and Matt 
Mayberry and Tyler Replogle have lots of ex- 
perience as they fight for the starting spot at 
middle linebacker. Patterson was 1U’s second- 
leading tackler a year ago with 104, including 
eight tackles for a loss and three fumble recoy- 
eries. Johnson was seventh in tackles and is an- 
other player who is always around the ball. 
Keep an eye on converted running back Justin 
Carrington and Darius Johnson as two other 
players who could see some time at linebacker 


this fall. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Both safeties are back in 
Nick Polk and Austin Thomas, but IU entered 
the spring with major question marks at the 
cornerback position, which lost its two starters 
to graduation. But the one thing that was ob- 
vious coming out of the spring was that it’s 
going to be a dogfight in the fall for the two 
positions with four very talented players vying 
for the jobs. Fifth-year senior Chris Phillips is 
penciled in as a starter, but Richard Council 
will give him a run for his money, On the other 
side Bruce Hampton and Adrian Burks are the 
two leading candidates for that job. 


SPECIALISTS Austin Starr was a finalist for 


the Lou Groza Award, given to the nation’s top placekicker, a year ago after making a school-record 
21-of-23 field goals, including a career-long-tying 49-yarder against Purdue with 30 seconds to 
play in a 27-24 victory that sent the Hoosiers to a bowl game. He set a school record with 15 con- 
secutive field goals at one point. As steady as the placekicking game is for TU, the punting was up 
for grabs coming out of the spring. Redshirt freshman Chris Hagerup will get the first shot, and 
Kyle Lambeck will be next in the pecking order. The kick returners are solid with Thigpen bring- 


ing back kickoffs and Fisher returning punts. 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP INDIANA “With (quarterback) Kellen Lewis, they’ve always got a chance. 
Running quarterbacks cause us all problems, but he’s as good a running quarterback as there is in 
the Big Ten. ... Offensive line, they’re solid, but not spectacular. ... With James Hardy gone, they 
don’t have the explosiveness at receiver. They’ve got (Marcus) Thigpen at running back. A great re- 
turn man. A better return man than running back. ... Their front seven, I know they led the BigTen 
in sacks for quite a while, but I think a lot of it had to do with their early scheduling. They were 
able to get a bunch of sacks in their first three or four games. They’re not a real threat in my mind. 
They’re still Indiana. I’ve never been impressed with their front. ... Greg Middleton is a pretty 
good pass rusher. ... I think they played especially hard for the coach (the late Terry Hoeppner). ... 
Bill Lynch does a good job. Everybody likes him. The question with them is recruiting. How explo- 
sive can they be? ... (Cornerback) Tracy Porter’s gone, who I thought was a big-time player. He'll 
be a hard guy to replace. He’s a guy who could have played anywhere in the conference. ... If you 
look at teams like Indiana and Northwestern, they’re competitive when they are senior-laden.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Who are these guys? Between injuries, 
suspensions, and players who play other 
sports, Indiana had 10 starters miss the 
modified spring game. Injuries claimed 
more than half of IU’s offensive linemen 
for the majority of the spring, rendering 
IU unable to hold its regular spring game 
because of lack of bodies. 


Eight is enough For the first time in his- 
tory, IU will have eight home games this 
season. The Hoosiers have had as many 
as seven homes games on six occasions 
including the last two seasons. 


A new look Memorial Stadium, IU’s 
home since 1960, gets a facelift this sea- 
son with the North Endzone Project that 
will enclose that end of the stadium. Con- 
struction began at the end of the 2007 
season. The end zone will be completely 
enclosed by the Aug. 30 opener with 
Western Kentucky. 


Big bat Along with being one of IU’s top 
returning wide receivers, Andrew Means 
continues to be one of the best hitters in 
the Big Ten on IU’s baseball team. The 
junior outfielder is receiving a lot of pro 
interest, and there has been concern that 
he might forego the 2008 football season 
and go the baseball route. 


AUSTIN THOMAS 


RISING STAR 


Tight ends have 
never been a 
focal point of IU’s 
spread offense, 
but redshirt 
freshman Max 
Dedmond may 
quickly change 
the Hoosiers’ way 
of thinking. In the 
spring game, Dedmond showed great 
hands and an ability to pick up big 
yardage after the catch. Dedmond 
could add a new wrinkle to IU’s offen- 
sive attack. 
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Thomas: Ric Fogel 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN — OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
4 Chappell, Ben 63/232 So. Bloomington, IN 51 Bass, Emile 
5 Evans, Mitchell 63/210 So.  WestMilton,0H 73 Brewer, James 
8 Hass, Dustin 61/222 Sr. Qcono,WI 79 Faulkner, Cody 
15 Lewis, Kellen 61/185 dr Jacksonville, FL 74 Hager, Josh 
17 Schell, Teddy 65/218 Fr. Barrington, IL 77 Love, Kenny 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 72 McDonald, Andrew 
21 Burgess, Trea 61/218 So. Jeffersonville, IN ss Owens, Milton 
38 Major-Winston, Shawn 5-10/205 Fr, South Bend, IN Perry, Alex 
22. McCray, Demetrius 5-11/200 dr Brandon, FL 22 Reiter, Mike 
27 Payton, Bryan 5-9/205 J. FortWayne,IN 67 Rutigliano, Dan 
2. Thigpen, Marcus 5-9/199 St Detroit, mz 75 Saffold, Rodger 
3 Walker, Zach 58/185 Fr Plantation, FL % peracid 
RECEIVERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 68 Stark Mike 
80 Banks, Chris 6-2/180 dr. Alliance,OH 5 Thompson, Aw. 
31 Burks, Aaron 511/178 So. Phoenix, AZ 6 Zeigler, Dennis 
45 Bustamante, Armando 5-8/185 Fr. Fort Wayne, IN 
84 Ernest, Matt 62/187 Fr Crown Point,1N DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
7 Fisher, Ray 59/172 Jt Cleveland, OH 4 Boone, Fabiene 
34 Kocal, Jake 510/180 Jr Valparaiso, IN 92 Boyd, Jeff 
13 Means, Andrew 60/25 de Avon Lake, 0H 62 Brown, Greg 
37. Taylor, Collin 6-0/198 Jt Carmel, IN 97 Burrus, Keith 
81 Turner, Terrance 63/200 So.  AuburnHills, Mr %8 Burrus, Kevin 
19 Walker-Roby, Brandon 5-11/195 Sr Indianapolis, IN 93 ones, Fred 

57 Kirlew, Jammie 
TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN = gp Kozak, Kyle 
41 Dedmond, Max 65/240 Fr. Evansville, IN 55 Mack, Deonte 
83 Donnell, Taylor 65/241 dr. Indianapolis, IN 35 Marando, Ryan 
86 Martin, Brad 6-4/255 So. Marion, OH 99. Middleton, Greg 
36. Sanders, Jeff 6-4/245 So. Springfield, IL 49 price, Isaac 
87 Wagner, Troy 65/255 dr. O'Fallon, IL 99 Thomas, Eric 
89 Zematis, Brian 63/255 Ur Bloomfield, MI 7) Thomas, Terrance 

75 Wolf, Arik 
Tyler Adetona WR 61 200 Gainesville, GA 
Demarlo Belcher WR 65 210 Fort Wayne, IN 
Larry Black, Jr. OT 6-2 285 Cincinnati, OH 
Shane Covington RB 61 185 Milwaukee, WI 
Marc Damisch OL 6-6 280 Arlington Heights, IL 
Tandon Doss WR 6-3 185 Indianapolis, IN 
Adam Follett QB 64 200 Caledonia, MI 
Alex Hunt RB 6-0 205 Duluth, GA 
Kyle Kozak DL 6-4 235 Columbus, OH 
Charles Love III WR 62 200 Memphis, TN 
Will Matte OL 6-2 270 Wheaton, IL 
Mick Mentzer DI 6-220 Fort Wayne, IN 
dustin Pagan OL 65 290 Chicago, IL 
Peter St. Fort S 60 180 Naples, FL 
Chad Sherer LB 6-0 205 Cicero, IN 
Nicholas Sliger DL G30 2/5 Cicero, IN 
Cortez Smith RB 5-11 190 Detroit, MI 
Marquelo Suel WR 6-2 180 Fort Wayne, IN 
A.J. Thompson OL 62 290 Lakeland, FL 
Darius Willis RB 6-0 220 Indianapolis, IN 


When your recruiting classes are consistently ranked near the bottom of the Big 
Ten, it’s difficult to gauge just how much headway the Hoosiers are making, but the 
class of 2008 clearly addressed some needs. Indiana signed four running backs and 
five wide receivers, highlighted by Indianapolis Franklin Central’s Darius Willis at 
tailback and Tyler Adetona from Gainesville, Ga., at wide receiver. In recent sea- 
sons, the majority of IU’s true freshmen have been able to redshirt, but this class 
may have three or four players who can step in and play right away. Another need 
addressed in this recruiting class was up front as IU added four linemen on each 
side of the ball. Depth in the trenches has long been an Achilles’ heel of the 
Hoosiers but is clearly an area where Indiana has improved. Defensive lineman 
Kyle Kozak received a great deal of immediate attention after enrolling for the sec- 
ond semester of ’08 and participating in spring drills. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


cL HOMETOWN — LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
Jr. Detroit, MI 48 Beckum, Leon 510/208 Fr. Bloomington, IN 
So. Indianapolis, IN 25 Carrington, Justin 60/220 dr. Leesburg, VA 
So. Cicero,IN 45 Conwell, Dane 6-0/228 Fr Upper St. Clair, PA 
Fr Florissant, MO 44. Johnson, Darius 60/245 Fr. Detroit, MI 
Sr. Pennington, NJ 56 Johnson, Geno 6-2/228 Sr. Bartow, FL 
Fr. Indianapolis, IN 96 Lukaszewski, Jamie 5-9/201 So. Mishawaka, IN 
Fr. Gary,IN 43 Mayberry, Matt 6-2/236 Jr. Darien, IL 
So. Morris,IL 39 McGhee, Brandon 6-1/236 Fr —_ Jeffersonville, IN 
Jr Chesterfield, MO 34 Patterson, Will 61/235 ur Indianapolis, IN 
Fr Indianapolis, IN 47 Reeves, Ian 60/245 Fr. Ferndale, MI 
Jr Bedford,OH 46 Replogle, Tyler 6-2/235 So. Centerville, OH 
Jr Plain City, OH 4 Williams, Jerry 5-9/230 Sr. Merrillville, IN 
So. Fairborn, OH DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
So. Platteville, WI 29 Adkins, Chris 61/185 Fr Indianapolis, IN 
Fr Lakeland, FL 23. Burks, Adrian 60/177 So. Phoenix, AZ 
Fr. Indianapolis, IN 21 Calhoun, Rayshun 5-10/215 Sr. Atlanta, GA 
cL HOMETOWN 18 Council, Richard 6-1/188 So. Carrollton, TX 
Jr Evansville, IN 30 Drane, Jarrell 6-2/186 Fr. Plantation, FL 
Fr Indianapolis, IN 17 Hampton, Bruce 5-10/195 Jr. University Hts., OH 
Sr Centerville, OH 10 Jones, Donnell 5-10/205 Fr St. Petersburg, FL 
dr Indianapolis, IN 33 Kleinsmith, Joe 5-11/195 Sr. Cleveland, OH 
Je Indianapolis, IN 40. Kurz, Matt 511/191 Jr Glenview, IL 
Fr Tyrone,GA 26 Mosley, Brandon 5-8/204 Sr. Merrillville, IN 
dr Orlando, FL 16 Phillips, Christopher 60/195 Sr. Atlanta, GA 
Fr Columbus, 0H 8 Polk, Nick 60/215 dt. Milwaukee, WI 
So. Elkhart, IN 20 Thomas, Austin 6-2/200 ur. Woodstock, GA 
Sr. Lakewood,OH SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
dr Indianapolis, IN 53 Bugg, Brandon (LS) 60/250 dr. Mishawaka, IN 
Sr Southfield, MI 91 Ford, Nick (K) 5-9/203 So. LaPorte, IN 
Fr. Cleveland,OH 12 Hagerup, Chris (P) 65/207 Fr Whitefish Bay, WI 
So. Detroit, MI 39 Lambeck, Kyle (P) 63/211 So. Santa Claus, IN 
Sr. Lawrenceburg,IN 18 Starr, Austin (K) 63/204 Sr. Logansport, IN 
RECORD: 7-6 (3-5 BIG TEN) 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE AIT 
S. 1 Indiana State Ww 55-7 34,715 
S. 8 atWestern Michigan Ww 37-27 32,129 
S.15 Akron Ww 41-24 31,196 
S.22 Illinois L 27-14 34,707 
S.29  atIowa W 38-20 70,585 
0. 6 Minnesota WwW 40-20 32,009 
0.13 at Michigan State 5 52-27 73,449 
0.20 Penn State L 36-31 41,251 
0.27 at Wisconsin L 33- 3 81,324 
N. 3 Ball State Ww 38-20 34,406 
N.10 at Northwestern L 31-28 20,466 
N.17 Purdue W 27-24 50,741 
D.31 #Oklahoma State L 49-33 48,892 
# Insight Bowl 
PASSING ATT COMP YDS 1D INT 
Kellen Lewis 442 265 3,043 28 10 
Ben Chappell 2 1 14 0 1 
RUSHING AIT YDS AVG 1D 
Kellen Lewis 147 736 5.0 9 
Marcus Thigpen 138 568 41 0 
Bryan Payton 90 381 4.2 4 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
James Hardy 79 1,125 14.2 16 
Ray Fisher 52 482 9.3 4 
Andrew Means 48 559 11.6 0 


Kicking: Austin Starr, 21-23 FGs, 48-48 XPs, 111 points 
Tackles: Austin Thomas, 112; Will Patterson, 104 
Sacks: Greg Middleton, 16 
Interceptions: Tracy Porter, 6 


Returning Players in Bold 
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HEAD COACH: KIRK FERENTZ RECORD AT SCHOOL: 61-49 (9 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 73-70 (12 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: KEN O'KEEFE DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: NORM PARKER 
IOWA CITY, [OWA _ KINNICK STADIUM (70,585) 


owa fans would have been thrilled to know back in 2004 that Kirk Ferentz would 
NATIONAL be around to celebrate his 10th season as head coach. But now that time has come 
FORECAST and not everyone is celebrating. Much of the glow has rubbed off Ferentz since he 
pbbarePed led Iowa to a 31-7 record and two Big Ten titles over a three-year period from 

2002-04. Iowa's record is just 19-18 since, including 11-13 in the Big Ten. Ferentz’s 

name also doesn't get mentioned nearly as often in coaching searches these days. Last 
3 8 season ended horribly with lowa losing to Western Michigan at home to finish 6-6 
overall and without a bowl game for the first time since 2000. 

EYES There has also been trouble off the field, with at least 14 lowa players either being 
HAWE arrested or charged with breaking some law between April 2007 and April 2008, Fer- 
entz has dismissed five players from the team — including starting receiver James Cleve- 
land — since the middle of last season for reasons ranging from domestic assault to 
drug charges. “That continues to be disappointing,” Ferentz says of his players’ conduct. 
“And I’m getting a little tired of using that word.” 

Fans, meanwhile, are getting tired of losing after seeing the program have unprece- 
dented success under Ferentz. lowa used to be known for its toughness, for being fun- 
damentally sound and for being opportunistic on special teams under Ferentz. But none 
BIG TEN of that was the case last season, and many of the same questions and concerns are still 


PREDICTION present heading into the 2008 season. 


QUARTERBACKS One of the biggest questions about Iowa is whether junior lefty 
= Jake Christensen can live up to his reputation coming out of high school when he was 
considered one of the top quarterbacks in the 

country. Christensen took a beating as a Towa has averaged 6.3 wins over 
first-year starter last season, both figu- & m, the last three seasons. In the 
ratively and literally. He was sacked an : previous three seasons 
incredible 46 times, and many fans t | (2002-04), the Hawkeyes 
blamed him for the offensive woes. But prs sey US wie: 
Christensen still passed for 2,269 yards as a 

sophomore last season, which is the 12th-best single-season total in school history. He 
also only threw six interceptions, although that was partly because Iowa relied heavily 
on short passing formations to offset the constant pressure in the pocket. 


RUNNING BACKS Running back is another major concern with Albert Young and 
Damian Sims having used up their eligibility. Junior college transfer Nate Guillory 
joined the team in January, and it’s a good thing, because he was believed to be the only 
running back on scholarship during spring practice. Florida native Jevon Pugh played 
some as a true freshman last season and was expected to compete for playing time this 
fall, but he quit the team in the spring for personal reasons. Iowa fans are hopeful that 
227-pound bruiser Shonn Greene will rejoin the team this season after attending jun- 
ior college for the past year. Greene showed flashes while playing as a backup running 
back in 2005 and ’06. Incoming freshmen Jeff Brinson and Jewel Hampton also will 
figure in the mix. Brinson reportedly had a scholarship offer from Florida, but he picked 
Towa with hopes of playing early. 


RECEIVERS lowa lost two receivers during the offseason but gained a new receivers 

) coach when former Michigan assistant Erik Campbell joined the staff in February. 
There is decent depth at this position, which should help soften the blow caused by 
the losses of Dominique Douglas and Anthony Bowman. Douglas was one of the top 
freshman receivers in the country in 2006. But he was among the 14 players who had 
legal trouble and was suspended for the entire 2007 season before ultimately being 
kicked off the team. Bowman also had legal issues and quit the team before the start of 
spring practice. Senior Andy Brodell is healthy after missing the final eight games last 
season with a leg injury. He had over 700 receiving yards as a sophomore, including 159 
against Texas in the 2006 Alamo Bowl. Sophomore Derrell Johnson-Koulianos enjoyed 
one of the most productive seasons for a freshman receiver in school history last fall. A 
former standout quarterback from Ohio, Johnson led Iowa in both receiving yards (482) 
and catches (38) last season. Fellow Ohio native Trey Stross also will be in the rotation, 
assuming he can stay healthy, which has been a problem since he arrived at lowa. The 
tight end position should be in good hands if senior Tony Moeaki is healthy. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN ‘This group has experience and depth, but no proven star at 
this stage. The closest would be senior guard Seth Olsen, who will start for a third con- 
secutive season. Dan Doering finally started playing last season as a third-year sopho- 
more, but he still has a ways to go to live up to his reputation coming out of high school. 
Junior Kyle Calloway and sophomore Bryan Bulaga will start at the two tackle positions. 


 DERRELL JOHNSON-KOULIANOS 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE HAWKEYES 


Towa returns plenty of experience at sev- 


eral positions, but there are no proven 
stars on the team. Junior quarterback 
Jake Christensen was erratic last sea- 
son, but so was his supporting cast. The 
offensive line has to do a better job of 

protecting Christensen, but he also has 
to do a better job of avoiding the rush 

and knowing when to get rid of the foot- 


ball instead of taking a sack. Christensen 


will benefit greatly if the Hawkeyes are 
able to establish a running game. How- 
ever, that will be easier said than done, 
especially considering the inexperience 
that exists at the running back position. 


Towa will rely on a junior college transfer 
and two freshmen to run the ball. The re- 


ceivers are steady, but not spectacular, 


whereas the defensive front seven might 


be the strength of the team. The 2008 
schedule looks favorable without Michi- 
gan and Ohio State on it, but that was 
also the case last season and look what 
happened — a 6-6 record. Iowa has 
struggled to stay above .500 over the 
past three seasons, and the program 
isn’t producing All-Big Ten players like it 
used to do under coach Kirk Ferentz. A 
winning record and a return to a bowl 

game are likely, but it doesn’t look as 

though Iowa is ready to compete for a 


Big Ten title. 


A. 30 Maine 

S. 6 Florida International 
S. 13 _ Iowa State 

S. 20 at Pittsburgh 

S. 27 Northwestern 

0. 4 at Michigan State 
0.11 at Indiana 

0. 18 Wisconsin 

N. 1 atIllinois 
N. 8 Penn State 

N. 15 Purdue 

N. 22 at Minnesota 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or | indicates a projected win or loss 
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2008 SCHEDULE 


Christensen,Koulianos: Steve Woltmann 


But that could change if Dace Richardson returns froma knee injury that caused him to miss the 
entire 2007 season. Richardson started most of the 2006 season at left tackle. Junior Rafael Eubanks 
and senior former walk-on Rob Bruggeman were listed as co-starters at center during the spring 
even though Eubanks started the last two seasons. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Mitch King hasn't been at Iowa for as long as Ferentz, but it might seem 
that way. King has started 32 consecutive games at defensive tackle and made first-team All-Big Ten 
last season as a junior. The former linebacker has 174 career tackles, including 39 for a loss. Fellow 
senior Matt Kroul also has been a fixture at defensive tackle and actually has started more consec- 
utive games than King, a streak that now stands at 37 in a row. Kroul doesn’t make the spectacu- 
lar play like King often does, but he is a steady performer. Sophomores Adrian Clayborn and 
Christian Ballard represent both the present and the future at defensive end. They both had their 
moments last season while playing behind departed seniors Bryan Mattison and Ken Iwebema. 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 86 Trey Stross (ur.) 

WR 80 Andy Brodell (Sr.) 

Lt 78 Dace Richardson (Sr.) 
LG 74 Dan Doering (ur) 

C 52 Rafael Eubanks (ur) 
RG 71 Seth Olsen (Sr.) 

RT 79 Bryan Bulaga (So.) 
TE 81 Tony Moeaki (Sr.) 


QB 6 Jake Christensen (ur.) 
FB 38 Jordan McLaughlin (Sr.) 


RB 21 Nate Guillory (Ur) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 94 Adrian Clayborn (So.) 
DT 53 Matt Kroul (Sr) 

DT 47 Mitch King (Sr.) 

DE 46 Christian Ballard (So.) 
OLB 33 Jeff Tarpinian (So.) 
MLB 55 Jacody Coleman (So.) 
OLB 49 A.J. Edds (dr) 

CB 29 Bradley Fletcher (Sr.) 


CB 4 Jordan Bernstine (So.) 
SS 2 Harold Dalton (Sr.) 

FS 30 Brett Greenwood (So.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 1 Daniel Murray (So.) 

P 5 Ryan Donahue (So.) 


15 D. Johnson-Koulianos (So.) 
26 Paul Chaney ur. (So.) 
68 Andy Kuempel (ur) 
63 Julian Vandervelde (So.) 
58 Rob Bruggeman (Sr.) 
61 Travis Meade (Jr) 
60 Kyle Calloway (ur) 
83 Brandon Myers (Sr.) 
12 Ricky Stanzi (So.) 
36 Brett Morse (So.) 
Jeff Brinson (Fr.) 


98 Chad Geary (Jr.) 
64 Cody Hundertmark (So.) 
59 Anton Narinskiy (Sr) 
91 Broderick Binns (Fr) 
42 Jeremiha Hunter (So.) 
43 Pat Angerer (ur) 
45 Tyler Nielsen (Fr.) 
20 Joe Conklin (So.) 

16 Drew Gardner (St) 
18 Lance Tillison (So.) 

3 Diauntae Morrow (So.) 


KR 15 D, Johnson-Koulianos (So.) 
PR 26 Paul Chaney dr. (So.) 


LINEBACKERS The concern is that Mike 
Humpal and Mike Klinkenborg have moved 
on after starting the past two seasons. The hope 
is that sophomores Jacody Coleman, Jeff 
Tarpinian and Jeremiha Hunter will catch on 
quickly enough to avoid having a significant 
decline at their positions. Junior A.J. Edds is 
the most experienced linebacker after starting 
all 12 games last season. He is expected to start 
at outside linebacker this season. Coleman is 
the favorite to start in the middle, and Tarpin- 
ian and Hunter will compete for the starting 
weak-side linebacker position. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Charles Godfrey and 
Adam Shada have moved on after combining 
for 48 starts at the two cornerback positions. 
Senior Bradley Fletcher and sophomore Jordan 
Bernstine are the leading candidates to start at 
cornerback this season. Fletcher has started 
eight times for the Hawkeyes. He played in 11 
games last season and had 53 tackles and two 
interceptions. Bernstine saw action in all 12 
games last season, mostly on special teams. Sen- 
ior Harold Dalton returns after starting all 12 
games at strong safety last season. Sophomore 
Brett Greenwood also returns after starting 


seven games at free safety in 2007. Sophomore 
Amari Spievey is expected to rejoin the team 
after starring in junior college last season. 


SPECIALISTS The rise of freshman punter Ryan Donahue was one of the positives from last sea- 
son, Donahue went from being a shanked punt waiting to happen at the beginning of the season 
to one of the best punters in the conference by the end. He averaged 41.1 yards per attempt, and 
Iowa's net punting average of 39.4 ranked second in the Big Ten. Sophomore Daniel Murray and 
junior Austin Signor will continue their battle for the No. 1 kicker position. Murray might have a 
slight edge after making 7-of-10 field-goal attempts last season. Incoming freshman ‘Trent Moss- 
brucker also will get a chance to compete for the starting position. 


SCOUTING THE HAWKEYES 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP IOWA “‘I think everyone in the conference respects what they do. They do 
it their way with their types of kids. They are program guys, hard-nosed guys. They’re not flashy. 
That’s not their style. It’s kind of like Wisconsin basketball. You don’t care if he’s a 5-star or not. 
Iowa’s always been successful doing that. ... Offensively, they’ve always been big and strong up 
front. They are hard to defend because they’re very sound. ... When Jake (Christensen) has time, 
he’s lethal. He’s got an arm and he picks some teams apart. As that young line matures, I see 
that whole offense getting better. ... The off-the-field stuff takes a lot of energy. The less prob- 
lems you have off the field, the better you are going to do during the season. You only have X 
amount of energy. Adversity off the field affects how you play. ... They’ve never been hard to fig- 
ure out. They’ve just been good. ... When good teams underachieve, typically the next year they 
have great years. ... They do a really good job schematically on defense because they don’t do a 
bunch. They just line up and play. ... I do think athletically they have slipped a little bit. ... Ken 
Iwebema will be missed. That will be a huge loss for them.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Farewell Longtime running backs coach 
Carl Jackson retired during the offsea- 
son. He was a member of Hayden Fry’s 
original staff at Iowa in 1979 and spent 
22 years in the Iowa program. Jackson 
also coached with the San Francisco 
49ers from 1992-96 and at Texas in 1997. 
Lester Erb replaced Jackson as the run- 
ning backs coach. Erb coached the Iowa 
receivers and special teams the previous 
eight seasons. His move paved the way 
for former Michigan assistant Erik Camp- 
bell to be hired as the receivers coach. 


Banged up Defensive back Devan Moy- 
Jan decided to quit playing football be- 
cause of numerous injuries. Moylan 
would have been a fifth-year senior and 
likely would have contributed at safety. 


Top attraction Iowa will enter the sea- 
son with a streak of 30 consecutive sell- 
outs at Kinnick Stadium, a school record. 


Call for help Kirk Ferentz is asking for 
the boys up front to step up their play 
this fall. “We’re really counting on the of- 
fensive line to come on and improve,” 
Ferentz says. “A lot of those guys in that 
group got good game experience last 
year.” 


MITCH KING 


RISING STAR 


Jacody Coleman, 
a sophomore line- 
backer, was 
pressed into duty 
last season and 
showed a nose 
for the football 
and a nasty side 
that should bene- 
fit him in the Big 
Ten. The coaching 
staff hopes Cole- 
man is able to step in and start at mid- 
dle linebacker. 
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King: Steve Woltmann 


2008 IOWA ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 58. Bruggeman, Rob 

6 Christensen, Jake 61/215 dr. Lockport, IL 79 Bulaga, Bryan 

13 Donatell, Tom 6-2/201 Fr. Suwanee,GA 60 Calloway, Kyle 

7 McNutt, Marvin 6-4/195 Fr. St.Louis, MO 71. Detweiler, Tyrel 
12 Stanzi, Ricky 6-4/215 So. Mentor,OH 74 Doering, Dan 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN >> hanks, Rafael 
37 Griswold, Bryce 61/244 dr Masomvlle,IA 49 tats Kile 
21 Guillory, Nate 5-10/185 dr. Houston, TX 67. Koeppel inch 
47 Leppert, Wade 60/225 Fr. Wauconda, IL 68 Kuempel Andy 
38 McLaughlin, Jordan 60/230 Sr Belmond, IA 61 Meade, Travis 
36 Morse, Brett 6-3/230 So. Willowbrook, IL 71. Olsen, Seth 
33 Mungongo, Brian 59/175 So. Mansfield, TX 70 Poster, Austin 
25 O'Meara, Paki 5-11/210 So. Cedar Rapids, IA 78 Richardson, Dace 
RECEIVERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 76 Thilges, Ben 
80 Brodell, Andy 63/200 Sr. Ankeny,IA 63 Vandervelde, Julian 
ae cee Paul he, a = rad an 56 Zusevics, Markus 

vans, ben . owa City, 

15 Johnson-Koulianos, Derrell 6-1/205 So. Campbell, OH rien oes 
h Nordmann, Don 65/205 So. Hopkinton, IA 91 Binns, Broderick 
22 Sandeman, Colin 6-1/195 So. Bettendorf, IA 94 Clayborn, Adrian 

8 Steinbrecher, Kyle 6-2/200 ‘Fr. Davenport, IA 96 Daniel. Lebron 
86 Stross, Trey 63/195 df. Avon Lake, OH 93 Daniels, Mike 
TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN ‘98: Geary, Chad 
87 Furlong, Zach 65/220 Fr. Xenia,OH 64 Hundertmark, Cody 
90 Gerstandt, Tyler 66/248 dr. Cherokee, IA 47 King, Mitch 
81 Moeaki, Tony 6-4/255 Sr. Wheaton, IL 95 Klug, Karl 
41 Moses, Dezman 6-2/215 So. Willingboro, NJ = 53 Kroul, Matt 
83 Myers, Brandon 6-4/250 Sr. Prairie City,IA 72 Mahmens, Mark 
82 Reisner, Allen 63/220 So. Marion,IA 87 Nardo, Thomas 
85 Sabers, Michael 65/245 Sr. Towa City, IA 59 Narinskiy, Anton 
30 Spading, Kyle 66/245 dh. Belle Plaine, [A 35 Oberland, Jared 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN LINEBACKERS. 
75 Aeschliman, Wesley 6-8/318 Sr Bloomfield, IA 43 Angerer, Pat 
51 Blum, Tyler 6-6/285 Ur Walnut,IA 55 Coleman, Jacody 
Steve Bigach DL 6-3 220 Cleveland, OH 
David Blackwell QB/WR 6-2 210 Pompano Beach, FL 
Jeff Brinson RB 5-11 215 St. Petersburg, FL 
Greg Castillo CB 5-11 170 Mount Laurel, Nd 
David Cato S 5-11 190 Arlington, TX 
James Ferentz OL 6-2 250 Towa City, IA 
Joe Gaglione DE 65 230 Novelty, OH 
Jonathan Gimm TE 63 235 Houston, TX 
J.D. Griggs TE 6-5 225 Piscataway, Nd 
Nate Guillory RB 5-10 180 Houston, TX 
Jewel Hampton RB 5-9 200 Indianapolis, IN 
Brad Herman LB 6-5 225 Metamora, IL 
William Lowe CB 5-9 165 Cleveland, OH 
Casey McMillan OL 64 295 Billings, MT 
Trent Mossbrucker K 60 190 Mooresville, IN 
DeMarco Paine CB 5-10 175 St. Louis, MO 
Shane Prater WR 6-1 170 Omaha, NE 
Shaun Prater cB 5-11 172 Omaha, NE 
Riley Reiff DE 6-6 250 Parkston, SD 
Jason Semmes DE 63 218 Clarkston, MI 
Khalif Staten OLB 6-3 219 Brooklyn, NY 
Jack Swanson S 5-11 180 Naples, FL 
dames Vandenberg QB 6-3 195 Keokuk, IA 
John Wienke QB 6-5 225 Tuscola, IL 


Towa missed on a number of so-called stud recruits, but the coaches were able to sign 
three quarterbacks and two running backs. Quarterback John Wienke originally com- 
mitted to Michigan but switched to Iowa after Lloyd Carr announced that he was retir- 
ing. Wienke finished his high school career in Illinois with 6,070 passing yards and 69 
touchdowns. Running back Jeff Brinson made first-team all-state in Florida and rushed 
for almost 5,000 yards during high school. He will have a chance to play right away. 
Junior college tailback Nate Guillory originally committed to North Carolina before sign- 
ing with Iowa. Offensive lineman James Ferentz will follow the path of his older brother 
Brian by playing for his father in college. He made first-team all-state as a junior and 
senior and finished runner-up at heavyweight at the state wrestling meet. DeMarco 
Paine is an intriguing athlete from Missouri. He committed to Iowa last June. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


6-4/235 
6-3/277 
63/255 
6-3/245 
6-4/265 
6-0/250 


HT/WT 


61/230 
63/240 


Sr. Cedar Rapids, IA 


So. Crystal Lake, IL 
dr. Belleville, IL 
Fr, Williamsburg, TA 
Jr Barrington, IL 
Jr. St. Paul, MN 
Fr. Frankfort, IL 
So. Osage, IA 
So. Towa City, IA 
Jr. Cedar Rapids, IA 
ur. Towa City, IA 
Sr. Omaha, NE 
Sr Towa City, IA 
Sr. Wheaton, IL 
Fr. Humboldt, TA 
So. Davenport, IA 
Fr. Arlington Heights, IL 
cL HOMETOWN 
So. Lawrence, KS 
Fr. St. Paul, MN 
So. St. Louis, MO 
Fr. Cleveland, OH 
Fr Blackwood, Nu 
Jr. Tipton, IA 
So. Humboldt, TA 
Sr. Burlington, IA 
So. Caledonia, MN 
Sr. Mount Vernon, IA 
Jr Goose Lake, IA 
Fr. Lancaster, PA 


Sr. Chagrin Falls, OH 
Sr. Whitefish Bay, WI 


cL HOMETOWN 
dr Bettendorf, IA 
So. Beaumont, TX 


57 Davis, Bruce 

49 Edds, Av. 

42 Hunter, Jeremiha 
48 Johnson, Troy 
37 McGrath, Gavin 
57 Morio, Mike 

45 Nielsen, Tyler 
97 Petersen, Ross 
33 Tarpinian, Jeff 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
4 Bernstine, Jordan 
20 Conklin, Joe 

2 Dalton, Harold 
29 Fletcher, Bradley 
16 Gardner, Drew 
30 Greenwood, Brett 
1 Greiner, Justin 
36 Herbst, Taylor 
20 Kuchel, Nick 

3 Morrow, Diauntae 
17 Murphy, Jayme 
34 Rowell, Chris 

45 Spievey, Amari 

9 Sash, Tyler 

18 Tillison, Lance 


SPECIALISTS 
5 Donahue, Ryan (P/K) 
6 Guthrie, Eric (P) 
59 Murphy, Nick (LS) 
1 Murray, Daniel (K) 
65. Schulze, Andrew (LS) 
39 Signor, Austin (K) 


2007 RESULTS 


RECORD: 6-6 (4-4 BIG TEN) 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
S. 1  #Northern Illinois WwW 
S. 8 Syracuse Ww 
S.15 at Iowa State L 
S.22 atWisconsin L 
S.29 Indiana L 
0. 6 at Penn State L 
0.13 _ Illinois Ww 
0.20 at Purdue L 
0.27 Michigan State Ww 
N. 3 at Northwestern Ww 
N.10 Minnesota Ww 
N.17 Western Michigan L 
#Chicago, IL 


5-11/225 
6-4/244 
6-2/222 
6-2/215 
6-2/235 
6-2/233 
6-4/215 
6-1/230 
63/220 


HT/WT 
5-11/200 
5-11/200 

6-1/201 

6-2/200 
5-10/178 

6-0/200 
5-10/190 

6-1/218 
5-11/195 

6-0/190 
5-11/207 

6-1/197 

6-0/175 

6-1/200 

6-2/205 


HI/WT 

63/175 
6-6/205 
6-2/210 
5-10/175 
6-6/255 


SOLRESSLLESSSYYLYYA SERRE YS Ysr 


SET 


6-4/230 Jr. 


(ot) 


SCORE 
16- 3 
35- 0 
15-13 
17-13 
38-20 
27-7 
10- 6 
S156 
34-27 
28-17 
21-16 
28-19 


Cleveland, OH 
Greenwood, IN 


York, PA 


Lakeland, FL 


Cedar 


Hui 


Rapids, IA 

Palo, IA 
mboldt, TA 
Durant, IA 


Omaha, NE 


HOMETOWN 
Des Moines, TA 
Davenport, TA 
Camden, NJ 
Youngstown, OH 
Cherry Hill, Nu 
Bettendorf, IA 
Washington, TA 
Dubuque, IA 


Ki 


‘ingsley, IA 


Cleveland, OH 
Dubuque, IA 
Warrensville Hts, OH 
Middletown, CT 
Oskaloosa, IA 
Seffner, FL 


HOMETOWN 
Evergreen Park, IL 
Nevada, IA 

St. Paul, MN 

Towa City, IA 
Woodridge, IL 
Urbandale, IA 


1 


2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT 
Jake Christensen 370 
RUSHING ATT 
Albert Young 206 
Damian Sims 100 
RECEIVING REC 
Derrell Johnson-Koulianos 38 
dames Cleveland 36 
Albert Young 23 
Brandon Myers 21 


COMP 


198 


YDS 
968 
499 


YDS 
482 
464 
212 
208 


YDS 
2,269 


AVG 
47 
5.0 


AVG 
12.7 
12.9 
9.2 
9.9 


ATT 
61,500 
70,585 
49,516 
82,630 
70,585 
08,951 
70,585 
58,123 
70,585 
30,173 
70,585 
70,585 


INT 


Kicking: Daniel Murray, 7-10 FGs, 16-18 XPs, 37 points; Austin Signor, 3-6 FGs, 


8-10 XPs, 17 points 


Tackles: Mike Humpal, 123; A.J. Edds, 80 


Sacks: Bryan Mattison, 9 


Interceptions: Charles Godfrey, 5 


Returning Players in Bold 
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HEAD COACH: RICH RODRIGUEZ RECORD AT SCHOOL: FIRST SEASON 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CALVIN MAGEE DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: SCOTT SHAFER 
ANN ARBOR, MICH. MICHIGAN STADIUM (107,501) 


fter 39 seasons, three coaches, one national championship and practically 
four decades of Big Ten dominance, the Schembechler Empire has ended in 
Ann Arbor. It was an unprecedented phenomenon, to be sure. Even after he 
retired, after the °89 season, Bo was able to hold sway over the U-M pro- 
gram, and his acolytes — first Gary Moeller and then Lloyd Carr — conducted busi- 
ness according to the old coach’s model. The resulting consistency and metronome-like 
success were unprecedented in modern college football. From 1969-2007, Michigan 
lost more than four games in a season twice. 

When it came time for a change, mandated by Carr's decision to step down follow- 
ing the '07 campaign, Michigan ‘chose not to extend the Schembechler line by hiring 
a former assistant or player. Nope, the school ended the reign by bringing in a true out- 
sider, Rich Rodriguez, West Virginia native, West Virginia eGach! Granted, the last time 
a West Virginian walked onto Michigan's campus, Fielding Yost in 1901, things worked 
out pretty ‘well (165-29-10, six national titles), bur Rodriguez’s arrival at Michigan is 
clearly a culture shock to a program used to doing things a certain way for so long. 

And Rodriguez is changing things. Out is the old, pro-style offense, with its em- 
phasis on the power ground game and safe passes. In is the high-speed spread. Out is 
the classic 4-3 defense, replaced (eventually) by a 3-3-5 stack. Gone is the comfortable, 
“family” approach, exchanged for an aggressive, in-your-face style. Michigan may take 
astep back at first under Rodriguez, but there is no reason to believe the Wolverines will 
falter long-term. The question is how 2008's edition will look and how quickly the pro- 
gram adjusts to the New Way. 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


BIG TEN 
PREDICTION 


QUARTERBACKS The Wolverines didn’t merely 
lose four-year starter Chad Henne after the ’07 

season. They also saw heir apparent Ryan Mallett 

bolt the squad, too. That makes sense, since the 

6'6", 255-pounder was hardly suited for the Ro- 
driguez spread, recognized that and left for 
Arkansas. No problem, provided run-pass phenom Terrelle Pryor decided to attend 
Michigan. Uh-oh. He didn’t, and the Wolverines were left with a problem under cen- 
ter. Throughout the spring, Rodriguez tried to determine whether sophomore Nick 
Sheridan or freshman Steven Threet, a Georgia Tech transfer, was a clear starter. When 
practices ended, Rodriguez still didn’t have a first-stringer. In fact, he said he wouldn't 
be averse to using two quarterbacks this year. That's never good news. Sheridan is a 
local kid whose dad coached at Michigan from ’02-04. His prep résumé is hardly over- 
whelming. Threet is a Michigan native with a strong arm, good touch on his passes 
and great pocket presence. He is not, however, the fastest guy around — not the best 
trait for a spread quar terback. Sheridan and Threet will fight i it out through the fall, and 
both could see time on Opening Day. And each could be sitting by November if in- 
coming freshman Justin Feagin, a true spread quarterback, can acclimate quickly. 


Michigan ranked No. 10 in 
the Big Ten (and No. 68 in 

the nation) in total offense 
last year, averaging 385.1 

yards per game. 


RUNNING BACKS Even though Mike Hart and his 5,040 career yards are gone, the 
Wolverines are not bereft of talent here. Juniors Brandon Minor (385 yards) and Car- 
los Brown (382) showed the ability to carry the ball well in Hart’s stead and enter this 
year with the potential to be front-line backs. The key to their success is how well they 
can handle the spread staples, like the zone read and the option. Both have good size 
and some speed (Brown scored on an 85-yard run against Minnesota last year), but 
each has been trained in the I-formation and must make the transition. It will also be 
interesting to see how Kevin Grady fits into the backfield. The junior missed all of last 
year with a knee injury, and though he started slowly in the spring, he impressed Ro- 
driguez with his versatility. The newcomer to watch is Sam McGuffie, a big-play Texan 
who rushed for 1,711 yards and 23 touchdowns in an injury-shortened senior season. 


RECEIVERS Mario Manningham and Adrian Arrington both left early for the NFL, 
taking their combined 139 receptions and 20 touchdowns with them, The Wolverines 
aren't without options here, but there will definitely be opportunities for the three new- 
comers joining the fold. Junior Greg Mathews caught 39 passes last year and scored 
three times. He is a possession-type wideout who should be solid in the spread screen 
game. Junior Carson Butler caught 20 balls last year as a tight end and is listed at that 
position this spring, although he could be used as an H-back or in slot situations. A host 
of holdovers will vie for time, and in an offense that often uses four and five receivers, 
there is work. Toney Clemons, Junior Hemingway, LaTerryal Savoy, Jimmy Potempa 
and Zion Babb are all candidates and saw varying degrees of playing time last year. 
Among the newcomers, look out for Darryl Stonum, who graduated high school early 
and impressed during spring drills. 


CAREER RECORD: 105-62-2 (15 YEARS) 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT 
THE WOLVERINES 


If the Wolverines emerged from the spring 
with their heads awash in details and ad- 
justments, they shouldn’t be worried, be- 
cause it was by design. Rich Rodriguez 
doesn’t believe in doing things slowly. The 
tempo must be high at all times. The of- 
fense is clearly an issue. Neither Steven 
Threet nor Nick Sheridan operated the at- 
tack smoothly, and the other skill position 
performers had problems, too. Not that 
Rodriguez is worried; that has been stan- 
dard operating procedure at all of his pre- 
vious stops. The good news is that only one 
senior can be found on the offensive depth 
chart, so this year’s learning curve could 
be next year’s success story. The defense 
has the potential to be strong, particularly 
up front. If the Wolverines get the type of 
play they expect from the front, few teams 
will be able to get comfortable against 
them. That’s imperative, since the offense 
will struggle. Michigan has plenty of talent 
on its roster, but it’s not necessarily suited 
for Rodriguez’s style — on either side of 
the ball. If the Wolverines are to be suc- 
cessful, they must find a way to integrate 
the personnel into a version of Rodriguez’s 
spread that can work. Things may look dif- 
ferent in two years, but there won't be any 
tolerance for a “rebuilding year” in Ann 
Arbor, not after 39 seasons of success. 


GREG MATHEWS 


A. 30 Utah Ww 
S. 6 Miami (OH) Ww 
S. 13 at Notre Dame W 
S. 27 Wisconsin * 
0. 4 Illinois * 
0.11 Toledo W 
0.18 at Penn State e 
0. 25 Michigan State W 
N. 1 at Purdue W 
N. 8 at Minnesota Ww 
N. 15 Northwestern W 
N. 22 at Ohio State L 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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2008 SCHEDULE 


Matthews: John Grieshop; Taylor: Brad Schlass 


imPpPAAICE. 
ERRBANGE 


=" 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Another area in flux is up front, where three starters are gone, including 
NEL top draft pick Jake Long. Another, left guard/center Justin Boren, did the unthinkable and 
transferred to Ohio State. Picking a starting rotation won't be easy, and don't be surprised ifa new- 
comer, particularly Ricky Barnum, gets plenty of opportunity. Right tackle Stephen Schilling is 
back to anchor the line and has a bright future. On the left side, junior Mark Ortmann has taken 
over at tackle. In the middle, it’s now it’s up to junior David Moosman to lead from the center po- 
sition. Expect Tim McAvoy and Cory Zirbel, a pair of juniors, to handle the guard spots. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Rodriguez says there is no reason the Wolverine D shouldn't be “domi- 
nating,” and a big reason can be found up front, where all four ’07 starters return. Since Michigan 
will be going to a three-man line, at least some of the time, there will be occasional changes, but 
expect stalwart senior tackle Terrance Taylor, who made 8.5 stops behind the line last year, to get 
plenty of time in the middle. Will Johnson, another senior interior force, will also figure promi- 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (2) 


WR 


13 Greg Mathews (ur) 


22 Darryl Stonum (Fr.) 


nently, as will ends Tim Jamison and Brandon 
Graham. Graham had 8.5 sacks last year, while 
Jamison made 10 stops behind the line. 


WR 21 Junior Hemingway (So.) 82 LaTerryal Savoy (ur) LINEBACKERS There can be no minimizing 
LT 71 Mark Ortmann (Jr) 68 Bryant Nowicki (So.) the loss of outside man Shawn Crable, who led 
LG 62 Tim McAvoy (Jr) 72 Mark Huyge (Fr) the team with 28.5 tackles behind the line last 
C 60 David Moosman (Jr) 50 David Molk (Fr) year and had 90 stops overall. But the Wolver- 
RG. 75 Cory Zirbel (Jr) 72 Mark Huyge (F) ines have talent here, most notably middle 
RT 52 Stephen Schilling (So.) 79 Perry Dorrestein (So.) man ObiRzehs whe made 68 tackles in 07. 
Bes Sen Se ered As good as he was last year, Ezeh emerged from 
QB 10 Steven Threet (Fr) 8 Nick Sheridan (So.) 2 et 4 . : 
FB 44 Mark Moundros (So) 32 Vince Helmuth (So.) spring drills ina heated battle with senior John 
RB 4 Brandon Minor (Ur) 23 Carlos Brown (Jr) Thompson. Outside, senior Austin Panter, a 
rarity at U-M because of his junior college 
DEFENSE (8) , pedigree, has locked up the strong side, with 
Desa en eareen Se) 2 Grea Bans (503) redshirt freshman Brandon Herron in reserve. 
a Z ao 2 Sree The other side isn’t so clear. Sophomores Jonas 
DE’ SS Brandon Grahain (Jey 99. Adam Patterson (ir) Mouton and Marell Evans are deadlocked. 
LB 54 Austin Panter (Sr.) 58 Brandon Herron (Fr) DEFENSIVE BACKS Both starting bates 
a : ee a . me anes backs return for the Wolverines, but Michigan 
CB 14 Morgan Trent (Sr. 29 Troy Woolfolk (So.) intercepted only 14 passes last year, and its de- 
CB 6 Donovan Warren (So.) 35 Doug Dutch (Sr) parting safeties had three apiece. Morgan Trent 
SS 27 Brandon Harrison (St.) 5 Charles Stewart (Sr.) and Donovan Warren bring good size to their 
FS 3 Stevie Brown (Ur) 40 Mike Williams (Fr) positions, and Warren has the potential to be a 
SPECIAL TEAMS special player. Trent is solid and will fight, but 
K 84 KC. Lopata (Sr) KR. 4 Brandon Minor (Jt) he is vulnerable to faster receivers. The free 


safety spot belongs to Stevie Brown, who made 
28 tackles and had an interception in a reserve 
role last year. Brandon Harrison moves to 
strong safety from corner after making 42 stops 
and is in a battle with Charles Stewart. Redshirt freshman Mike Williams and sophomore Artis 
Chambers will also vie for time. Don’t be surprised if incoming freshman Brandon Smith, a 6'3", 
210-pounder hammer, moves into the back-line rotation. 


P 41 Zoltan Mesko (ur) PR 6 Donovan Warren (So.) 


SPECIALISTS U-M is in good shape here. Junior punter Zoltan Mesko averaged a solid 41.1 yards 
last year and put 22 inside opposing 20-yard lines. Placement man K.C. Lopata, a senior, converted 
11-of-12 tries in '07, although he didn’t demonstrate the strongest leg. Brown and Minor had solid, 
but hardly spectacular, years bringing back kicks; that’s why Harrison got a chance at the position 
in the spring. Warren wrested punt return duties from Mathews, who averaged 8.0 yards last year. 


SCOUTING THE WOLVERINES 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP MICHIGAN “‘Last year, they had all the weapons in place. They were typical 
Michigan. They underachieved a little bit. But offensively, when they were hitting on all cylinders, 
they were really good. We don’t know what they’ve got. They’ve got a whole new system. As an 
opposing coach, you hope it takes time for them to get it rolling. ... Rich Rodriguez brings a sys- 
tem that everybody worries about. It causes problems by the nature of the system. If they have 
the players in place to run that system, they'll be dangerous. You know Michigan has players. 
Michigan’s always got the pick of the litter. The question is do they have players that fit the sys- 
tem? It’s really a quarterback-driven system. ... If they make a wholesale move to their system 
and they don’t have the players to fit that system, they’ll struggle. If they use the players to their 
ability, I think they’ll be good. ... With a new coach, you tend to drift back a little bit to move for- 
ward. ... The secondary was the big question mark for them. It will be interesting to see if they 
get that shored up.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Recruiting wars Rich Rodriguez didn’t 
make too many friends around the league 
by grabbing a couple of late recruits who 
had already committed to other schools. 
Purdue coach Joe Tiller was particularly 
upset when receiver Roy Roundtree, 
whom the Boilers had been targeting for 
months, changed his mind and chose U-M. 


Traitor Offensive lineman Justin Boren’s 
decision to leave Michigan for Ohio State 
is especially curious when you consider 
his father played four years at linebacker 
for the Wolverines, and his mother ran 
track at the school. 


Luxury in Ann Arbor Construction of the 
controversial luxury suites and club seats 
continues at Michigan Stadium but won’t 
be completed until after the ’09 season. 
This year, workers will toil Sunday-Friday 
on game weeks and non-stop on other 
occasions. 


He’s back Kevin Grady’s return from his 
knee injury continued well through the 
spring, and Rodriguez was impressed 
with his work. The 5'9", 228-pounder was 
highly recruited and showed promise as a 
freshman in ’05, rushing for 483 yards 
and five scores. 


OBI EZEH 


RISING STAR 


Tt took only 15 
practices for the 
U-M coaches to 
see how good 
Darryl Stonum can 
be. He’s running 
second at the “X” 
spot now, but he’ll 
get plenty of play- 
ing time this year. 
The 6'2", 190- 
pounder aver- 
aged 20.3 yards per reception in high 
school and has plenty of speed. 
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Ezeh; Brad Schloss 


2008 MICHIGAN ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 96: Therman, Mike 6-4/236 So. Ann Arbor, MI 58 Herron, Brandon 6-2/218 Fr. Stafford, TX 
12 Cone, David 67/214 So. Statesboro,GA 81 Watson, Steve 6-4/242 Fr. CherryHills Village,CO 52 Leach, Kevin 61/202 Fr. Kentwood, MI 
8 Sheridan, Nick 61/212 So. Saline, MI 80 Webb, Martell 6-4/249 So. Pontiac, MI 46 Logan, Brandon 6-1/208 Sr. Lexington, KY 
18 Sheridan, Ryan 6-3/180 So. West Bloomfield, MZ OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HVWI CL HOMETOWN _& Mouton, Jonas 6-2/230 So. __ Los Angeles, CA 
10 Threet, Steven 6-6/230 Fr, Adrian, MI 57 Ciullo, Zac 61/268 Fr. Bloomfield Hills, MI a4 ie Ohene etd . West ies " 
arbi BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 79: Dorrestein, Perry 6-7/308 So. Plainfield, IL , : at 
23 Brown, Carlos 60/213 de Franklin, GA 72 Huyge, Mark 66/292 Fr, Wyoming, MI 49 Thompson, John 61/239 Sr. Detroit, MI 
24 Grady, Kevin 59/228 J Grand Rapids, MI 62 McAvoy, Tim 6-6/288 dr. Bloomington, IL DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
32. Helmuth, Vince 61/261 So. Saline, MI. 9 Molk, David 6-2/282 Fr. Lemont, IL 17 Anderson, Tony 5-11/181 Fr. Redondo Beach, CA 
34 Horn, Avery 5-10/185 Fr. Hanford, cA 60 Moosman, David 65/292 dr. Libertyville, IL 3. Brown, Stevie 6-0/209 Jr. Columbus, IN 
4B McColgan John 61/220 Fr Saginavy, mr 8 Nowicki, Bryant 6-9/326 So. Bay City, MI 22 Centrelivre, Bobby 6-0/180 So. Plymouth, MI 
38. Milano, Mike 57/193 Je Rocky River,OH 72 ‘Ortmann, Mark 67/294 Kiein,TX 38. Chambers, Artis 60/202 So. Fort Wayne, IN 
4. Minor, Brandon 6V/214 dt Richmond, VA 2 Pomarico, Tom 64/248 Fr Jackson, MI 35. Dutch, Doug 511/204 Sr Bowie, MD 
44 Moundros, Mark 61/232 So. Farmington Hills, MI 62 Ramirez, Michael 63/288 So Austin, TX 25 Edwards, Shakir 60/210 Sr. Detroit, MI 
y ? ; 52 Schilling, Stephen 65/295 So. Bellevue, WA 27. Harrison, Brandon 5-9/206 Sr. Dayton, OH 
erates raiheld &. pecan ip 75. Zirbel, Cory 65/292 Jr Murray, KY 19. Johnson, Zach 6-2/197 Fr. Morenci, MI 
Jon 0. ra. H H s Hi 
rela DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HTI/WT CL HOMETOWN 9 Koenighsknecht, Nick  5-10/178 So. Davisburg, MI 
17 Clemons, Toney 63/201 So. NewKensington,PA 99 Banks Greg 64/258 So. Denver, CO 28 Reilly, Jordan 510/185 Fr. Taylor, MI 
89 Conover, Jon 63/199 So. Northville, MI Feurell Andre 64 Ur - 25 Rogan, Doug 61/185 Fr. Grass Lake, MI 
88 Criswell, 6-2/2 dr. Detroit, MI 
2 Esparza, Marcos 61/191 Fr. Sturgis, MI 94 Ferrara, John 6-4/274 So. Staten Island, NY 30 Rogers, James 6-1/180 So. Madison Heights, MI 
21 Hemingway, Junior 6-1/214 So. Conway,SC 55 Graham, Brandon 6-2/ Je trot. MI. 5. Stewart, Charles 6-2/206 Sr. Farmington Hills, MI 
‘i i 270 Detroit, 
29 Jackson, Jermaine 511/213 So. Anchorage, AK 39. Heninger, Wil 6-6/239 Fr Ann Arbor, MI 12 Tech, Karl 5-10/191 Fr Grosse Pointe, MI 
13 Mathews, Greg 63/207 dr Orlando, FL 99, Jamison, Tim 63/263 Sr. Riverdale, IL 14 Trent, Morgan 6-1/188 Sr. San Diego, CA 
31 Meyers, Ryan 63/197 Fr. Adrian, ME 97 Johnson, Will 65/285 Sr. Oakland, MI 6 Warren, Donovan 6-0/180 So. Long Beach, CA 
84 Middleton, David 62/191 So. Southfield, MI 93. Kates, Jason 6-2/339 So. Harrisburg, PA. 40. Williams, Michael 511/185 Fr. Camarillo, CA 
rs Potempa, Jimmy Bee Fr. pcm IL 89 North, Tim 61/260 Jr linden, MI. 29. Woolfolk, Troy 6-0/195 So. Sugar Land, TX 
0. Reyes, Ricky 0 So. jacomb, MI 99 Patterson, Adam 63/259 dr Columbia,SC SPECIALISTS HVWT CL HOMETOWN 
82, Sev, LaTerryal 63/20 Mamou,LA 95 Sagesse, Renaldo 64/308 So Montreal, QC 37 Berry, Chris (P) 63/205 So. East Kentwood, MI 
36. Stoll, Jacob 6-0/176 So. Dexter, MI. 91 Slocum, Marques 6-5/336 dr. Philadelphia, PA 99 Buckman, Sam (K) 6-4/216 So. Tonka Bay, MIN 
cee Deny G2 Fr Stafford, TX 67. Taylor Terrance 60/319 Sr Muskegon, MI 34 Gingell, Jason(K) «5-9/1. S._——_sNorthville, MI 
7, Sutton, Bengamin 511/190 So. Miller Place, NY 53 VanBergen, Ryan 66/265. Fr. Whitehall, MI. 59. Griffin, Sean (LS) 6-2/243 Sr Livonia, MI 
1 White, Caled 59/184 So. Akron, OH LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 84 Lopata, K.C. (K) 6-2/233 St Farmington, MI 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN —66 Bostic, William 5-10/219 So. Stafford,TX 41 Mesko, Zoltan (P) 65/235 dr Twinsburg, OH 
86 Bills, Jon 63/225 Fr. FarmingtonHills, MI 33. Evans, Marell 63/231 So Richmond, VA 92 Olesnavage, Jason(K) 6-5/214 Jr. Ferndale, MI 
85 Butler, Carson 65/250 Jr. Detroit, MI. 45. Ezeh, Obi 6-2/247 So,  GrandRapids,MI 97 Schrimscher, Scott (K) 5-10/186 Fr. Canton, MI 
83 Massey, Mike 65/225 Sr. Brecksville,OH 51 Fish, Mike 6-0/201 So. Kalamazoo, MI 43. Wright, Bryan (K) 61/219 So, Salem, OH 

; RECORD: 9-4 (6-2 BIG TEN) 

BiG Boerum Obs EAs) sete Peedi DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE ATT 
Boubacar Cissoko DB 5-9 175 Detroit, MI : 

- S. 1 Appalachian State L 34-32 109,218 
Michael Cox RB 6-0 206 Dorchester, MA Sarr Grane L 30-7 109.733 
Kenny Demens LB 6-1 (226 Oak Park, MI iter: ee 5 a ae ages 
Justin Feagin QB 6-0 190 Deerfield, FL & BS ee ver ak 
J.B. Fitzgerald (1B 63~—(«230 Princeton Junction, Nu S.22 Penn State Ww 1 1310 
J.T. Floyd DB 6-0 190 Greenville, SC S.29 at Northwestern Ww 28-16 40,604 
Taylor Hill 1B 62-205 Youngstown, OH 0. 6 Eastern Michigan Ww 33-22 108,415 
Rocko Khoury OL 65 280 Traverse City, MI 0.13 Purdue Ww 48-21 110,888 
Kevin Koger TE 6-4 220 Toledo, OH 0.20 at Illinois Ww 27-17 57,078 
Mike Martin DL 6-2 285 Redford, MI 0.27 Minnesota Ww 34-10 109,432 
Sam McGuffie RB 5-11 185 Cypress, TX N. 3. at Michigan State Ww 28-24 77,009 
Elliott Mealer OL 6-6 280 Wauseon, OH N.10 at Wisconsin L 37-21 82,352 
Brandon Moore TE 6-6 221 Trotwood, OH N.17 Ohio State L 14- 3 111,941 
Martavious Odoms ay a al Pahokee, FL J. 1 #Florida W 41-35 69,748 
aria, ae ae ee Grend Haver M eesralae Bol 

ann O'Nei D rand Haven, 

Terrence Robinson ATH 5-9 170 Klein, TX 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 

Roy Roundtree WR 60 154 Trotwood, OH | 

Michael Shaw ATH §=66-0 = =—:185 Trotwood, OH PASSING COMP yos ™T INT 
Brandon Smith DB 6-3 210 New Brunswick, NJ | Chad Henne oe 162 ~=:1,938 7 9 
Darryl Stonum WR 6-3 185 Stafford, TX Ryan Mallett 141 61 892 7 5 
Kurt Wermers OL 6-5 260 Crown Point, IN | RUSHING ATT yDs AVG TD 

Marcus Witherspoon LB 6-2 225 Atlantic City, NU Mike Hart 65 1361 51 14 

Many people thought that because the Wolverines didn’t get Terrelle Pryor, their ef- | Brandon Minor 90 385 4.3 1 

forts were wasted. Not so. Rich Rodriguez and his staff did a fine job of holdingon | Carlos Brown 75 382 5.1 4 

to those already committed and bringing in a crop of talent specific to their needs. 

Ricky Barnum de-committed from Florida and is a perfect lineman for the Rodriguez baad ingh 1 i we 4 

spread. Don’t be surprised if fellow freshman linemen Dann O'Neill and Kurt Wer- eee Fas au 67 i 882 LB. 9 8 

mers get on the field quickly, too. Justin Feagin may not be huge and doesn't pos- Man AcKingron E 

sess a rocket arm, but he has the qualities necessary to run the offense. Darryl | Greg Mathews 39 366 9.4 3 

Stonum has already made his mark, and Roy Roundtree, a 6'0", 154-pound blur, could Kicking: K.C. Lopata, 11-12 FGs, 28-29 XPs, 61 points 

be returning kicks and punts before long. Look out for Sam McGuffie, who canbe | Tackles: Jamar Adams, 92; Shawn Crable, 90 

quiet for extended periods of a game and then erupt for a big play. Michael Shaw Sacks: Brandon Graham, 8.5 ; 

and Terrence Robinson could play running back or receiver, and both are quite fast. | Interceptions: Two players tied with 3 


Returning Players in Bold 
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| ; : . . DIM LEL TALE) 


jc’ PP 


NS.” 
An nonarable maxim and the 
college sport, it wasn’t enough. 
a little modern edge to it. 


Responsibility, hard work, dedication and sacrifice will 

victory, until the robots finally take over and rule the planet. t 

be more, something fresh and hot. That’s the culture. More important, it’s what 
18-year-olds want. And like it or not, the target market for a college football 

coach is a hormone-infested young adult for whom tradition is what he had for 

lunch two days ago. 


So, when Lloyd Carr decided that his health — and probably sanity — 
couldn’t take another season at the helm of the Michigan football ship, 
athletic director Bill Martin didn’t merely dip into the next generation of the 
Schembechler football family and prolong the line. He looked outside. 


Sort of. 
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Daryl Marshke/Wolverine Photo 


Rich Rodriguez has no ties to Michigan, 
other than the fact that the man he followed 
at West Virginia, Don Nehlen, was once a 
Wolverine assistant (under Schembechler) 
and was rumored to be the coach who would 
take over in the mid-1980s, had Bo accepted 
the bag of money Texas A&M threw at him. 
Besides that, nothing. Until the man starts to 
coach. That's when it hits you: He fits in per- 
fectly. Not because he’s part of the lineage or 
a former assistant come home to carry on the 
Old Way. Rodriguez belongs because his hard- 
nosed approach to football has been part of 
the Michigan equation since Fielding Yost — 
a West Virginian, by the way — was exhort- 
ing his turn-of-the-century charges. “Hurry 
Up! Ye think ye got all day?” the high-strung 
Mountaineer would say. Add to that Ro- 
driguez’s state-of-the-art spread offense, the 
best of its kind in the country, and you have 


line. His father, Mike, played four years for 
Schembechler. His mother, Hope, ran track 
at U-M. Who cares if he grew up in Ohio? 
This was that rare and coveted species: a 
Michigan Man. And before Rodriguez's first 
full spring practice was over, Boren was gone. 
To Columbus. It was an unprecedented move 
in the history of the school’s rivalry. Sure, 
some people who played at Michigan before 
World War II went to OSU after their service 
obligation was over. Since then, nothing. 
What could possibly move someone to exe- 
cute the football equivalent of a Hamas gen- 
eral’s joining the Mossad? Of a devoted IRA 
soldier's defecting to the Ulster Loyalist Cen- 
tral Committee? Magee asks people to look 
beyond the headlines. “With players that fall 
by the wayside, they have reasons more than 
just tempo (of practice) or style of coaching,” 
he says. “But we don’t worry about that.” 


“After the first couple of practices, guys who 
had been around here an awfully long time 
told me it was just like what it was under Bo.” 


— Michigan A.D. Bill Martin 


the perfect blend of old and new. 

It’s the perfect combination for Michigan. 
Now, don’t be mistaken. There is a lot more 
that goes into satisfying the Wolverine con- 
stituents than a nod back and a gaze forward. 
U-M doesn't do NCAA investigations, at least 
not in football. It will always revere the 
school’s Holy Trinity of coaches: Yost, Crisler, 
Schembechler. And don’t mess with the hel- 
mets, Oh, yeah. That Rose Bowl game? It's 
pretty important, too. 

That's why on an April afternoon, new 
Michigan offensive coordinator Calvin Magee 
was reading What It Means To Be A Wolverine, 
by among others, Schembechler. Rodriguez 
isn’t dumb. He knows this isn’t some recla- 
mation project with fans hungry for wins and 
ready to grab hold of anything that will get 
them out of the mire. This is Michigan, and 
despite its current inability to defeat Ohio 
State (six losses in the last seven years), there 
had better be a reverence for what has come 
before. “We're embracing the program,” Ro- 
driguez says. “That's easy to do.” 

And a pretty good idea. 


He left trailing accusations of abuse. Of a 
radical departure from the “family atmos- 
phere” that had been present before. Justin 
Boren was so upset when he left Michigan that 
he actually transferred to OSU. This wasn’t 
some scrub or half-hearted Wolverine; Boren 
started every game last year on the offensive 
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That's Rodriguez's line, too. “I don’t spend 
time talking about people who don’t play for 
Michigan,” he says. “There has been more 
made about the one who left than the 99 who 
stayed to play.” 

If you're looking for a parallel, although not 
to Boren’s decision to abet the enemy, look no 
further than Ann Arbor, 1969. When Schem- 
bechler took over for Bump Elliott in the 
wake of the Wolverines’ humiliating 50-14 
season-ending loss to the hated Buckeyes the 
previous November, he made few friends. His 
spring practices were highly physical, and his 
coaching style was demanding to the point 
that so many players quit people were worried 
whether the Wolverines would have enough 
bodies to field a representative team. Schem- 
bechler didn’t care at all. Those who stay will 
be champions. So it is with Rodriguez. He 
and his staff have a confrontational, often pro- 
fane style of motivating players. Rodriguez 
calls it “taking them where they can’t take 
themselves.” Others refer to it as “hard-core.” 
They say you had better love football, really 
love football, if you want to play for Ro- 
driguez, because he’s going to push and shove 
and work and curse and hammer you into a 
better player. That style is not for everyone. 
And it wasn’t for Boren, who was used to 
Carr’s more paternal approach. 

As he moved toward the end of his tenure, 
Carr became more protective of his players 
and therefore less prone to punitive ap- 


proaches to coaching. Rodriguez has none of 
that. So, while Michigan wasn’t a floundering 
program in need of a sizeable jolt, Rodriguez 
applied it anyway. 

“After the first couple of practices, guys 
who had been around here an awfully long 
time told me it was just like what it was under 
Bo,” Martin says. 

Rodriguez's offseason conditioning pro- 
gram was unlike anything seen in Ann Arbor, 
Strength coach Mike Barwis (who takes the 
term “hard-core” to new heights) asked for — 
and received — $1 million in improvements 


to the school’s weight training facility. And 
then he went to work draining fat from play- 
ers and re-casting them as quicker, stronger 
athletes. When they hit the field, they played 
with a tempo that had never been seen at 
Michigan. The spread offense Rodriguez fa- 
vors is a no-huddle variety that emphasizes 
preventing defenses from changing personnel 
groups and getting comfortable in their at- 
tacking schemes. “Our whole motto is ‘Spot 
the ball so we can play,” Magee says. “Offi- 
cials spot the ball so we can run plays. I love 
it, and the guys love it.” 

Not only was Rodriguez asking the Michi- 
gan players to learn an entirely new approach 
to offensive football, but he was also insisting 
their lessons happen at top speed. When there 
were mistakes — and there were hundreds of 
them this spring — the response was not one 
of careful prodding or gentle teaching. It was 
a high-decibel, manhood-challenging criticism 
— just like what Wolverines of the 70s and 
80s heard from Bo. Anybody who saw a prac- 
tice or scrimmage back then was taken aback 
by the constant haranguing from coaches. So 
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it was with Rodriguez and his staff. It stung. 
And Boren didn’t like it. Some others were 
upset by it. Gradually, however, the players 
began to understand they were being chal- 
lenged, not demeaned — even if the language 
and its tone had that feel. Rodriguez did it be- 
fore, first at Glenville State, a Division II 
school in the northwest part of West Virginia, 
and through his stops as a coordinator at Tu- 
lane and Clemson and certainly at WVU. Ro- 
driguez insists he and his staff care for their 
players, and that the hard-nosed coaching is 
designed to extract maximum effort, not be- 
little or crush self-esteem. Rodriguez reports 
players he coached 10-15 years ago still contact 
him, evidence he presents that he is no ogre. 
“After the individual meetings I had follow- 
ing spring practice, I could see the players un- 
derstand why we're so demanding,” Rodriguez 


his first year at WVU before he could insert 
the proper personnel, doesn’t sound too wor- 
tied. In fact, he says experience helped him re- 
alize there is a need for patience. He didn’t 
show too much of that in the spring, but he 
was perhaps more realistic in his expectations. 
“No matter who came in, there was going 
to be a difficult transition,” Rodriguez says. 
“You're talking about losing a bunch of guys 
who started three or four years. That's added 
to the difficulty. Instead of just teaching the 
offense, you have to teach fundamentals.” 


When Rodriguez turned down the chance 
to coach Alabama in December of ’07, he said 
he wanted to finish his career at West Vir- 
ginia. “West Virginia is a Hall of Fame job,” 
Trickett says. “Rich could have stayed there 
and kept winning.” 


“He’ll get it done. They’ve got to be patient, 
because he’s got to do it his way. He’ll put the 
Frank Sinatra on it, | guarantee you that.” 


— Former Rodriguez coaching associate Rick Trickett 


says. “We did the same thing we did at three 
or four other places. We didn’t come in and say 
we're going to send a message. We installed our 
system so we could play our scheme. We 
needed the players to be in great shape, so we 
stressed conditioning.” 

That system probably won't look too much 
like what WVU ran under Rodriguez. Or 
what Clemson during his two years there. Or 
what Tulane ran. The basic principles of the 
attack will prevail, but WVU has been pri- 
marily a running spread team, while Clemson 
had great balance, and the Green Wave were 
more pass-oriented. The overriding theme is 
that Rodriguez can make this thing work with 
any kind of personnel. If the quarterback can 
throw, the ball will be in the air. If he has great 
feet, look for enough running to please a 
wishbone aficionado. “When you've only 
been coaching one thing your whole career, 
you get pretty good at it,” says Rick Trickett, 
who coached with Rodriguez for six years at 
WVU before moving on to Florida State. 

As for Michigan, 2008, who knows? Once 
Boren bolted, the Wolverines had lost eight 
starters from last year’s team, including stand- 
outs Jake Long, Chad Henne, Mike Hart and 
Mario Manningham. It would have been fun 
to see what that bunch would have done with 
the attack. Instead, U-M fans must worry 
about how well quarterbacks Steven Threet 
and Nick Sheridan will fare, after each grap- 
pled with his responsibilities in the spring. 
Rodriguez, who experienced growing pains 
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Yes, he could have done that. He planned to 
do that. But then some things started happen- 
ing. Nothing big, mind you. Rodriguez already 
had a great contract, and the school had made 
a substantial commitment to its facilities. 
Nope, this was little stuff, like some more side- 
line passes. The feeling within the school was 
that Rodriguez, for all of his success and ever- 
growing salary, had grown too powerful. Some 
joked that the state's hierarchy went Rodriguez, 
followed by athletic director Ed Pastilong, 
school president Mike Garrison and state gov- 
ernor Joe Manchin. Grievances weren't aired. 
The public had no idea, but there was friction. 
So, when Michigan expressed an interest, Ro- 
driguez was willing to listen. And when the 
offer and terms were to his liking, he decided to 
leave. West Virginia is a great college coaching 
job, but Michigan has won more games than 
any other football program and has the highest 
I-A winning percentage. He wasn’t taking a 
step down. 

Trouble was, the people in West Virginia 
felt they had been betrayed, by one of their 
own, no less. Rodriguez grew up in the state. 
He played for the Mountaineers. He coached 
under Nehlen. And now, he was leaving the 
school? It was a traitorous move of the high- 
est order, punishable by the most drastic 
methods. The people who had been such al- 
lies for Rodriguez turned on him quickly and 
viciously. 

“West Virginians are people who are going 
to fly off and get mad,” Trickett says. “They'll 


raise some hell. The dust needs to settle a lit- 
cle bit. It’s unfortunate, but that’s the business 
we've chosen.” 

Rodriguez has even bigger problems. The 
contract he signed in late ’06 included a $4 
million buyout, quite the poison pill. After 
leaving West Virginia, Rodriguez announced 
he had no intention of paying up, at least at 
full value, claiming Garrison had assured him 
he would knock down — or even eliminate — 
the clause. Rodriguez and his attorneys inter- 
pret that as a contract itself. Depositions, ne- 
gotiations and more nastiness are scheduled. 


“The thing that bothers me is that I planned 
on staying at West Virginia,” Rodriguez says. 
“T take that approach everywhere I have 
worked. When I started at Glenville State in 
1990, I planned on staying there. Every job I 
take is the best job I ever had.” 

Right now, “the best job” is Michigan, 


even if there are those out there forecasting 
doom for the 08 Wolverines. Some have 
gone so far as to set the over-under on wins at 
six. Rodriguez, for all his troubles back in his 
home state — including abuse heaped on 
family members — has been able to com- 
partmentalize his life and forge ahead. He fol- 
lowed up spring practice with a glad-hand 
tour of alumni in other cities, has been speak- 
ing ceaselessly to fan groups and is in the 
midst of recruiting. He's doing it with a gen- 
uine appreciation for the Michigan tradition 
but a clear sense of certainty in his abilities. 

“He'll get it done,” Trickett says. “They've 
got to be patient, because he’s got to do it his 
way. He'll put the Frank Sinatra on it, I guar- 
antee you that.” 

Yes, he'll do it his way. Just like another de- 
manding coach did nearly 40 years ago. 
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FORECAST — 


HEAD COACH: MARK DANTONIO RECORD AT SCHOOL: 7-6 (1 YEAR) CAREER RECORD: 25-23 (4 YEARS) 
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ne year after taking a surprising step back into the bowl picture, Michigan 

State coach Mark Dantonio expects the momentum to continue. “We want 
to take another step forward,” Dantonio says. The Spartan staff is talking 
~ about New Year's Day bowl contention. That isn't likely this year, but Dan- 
tonio has quickly turned Michigan State into a physical and consistent team. The Spar- 
tans will build on last year’s accomplishments and progress toward becoming a perennial 
Big Ten heavyweight. “Our players know what they're doing on defense,” Dantonio 
says. “We tackled well all spring.” 

The Spartans will be faster at the linebacker level and have a defensive front to keep 
the backers clean. An experienced secondary is sound within Michigan State’s pressing 
zone scheme. Dantonio expects his sizable cornerbacks to be more confrontational and 
make more plays on the ball. 

“We need to solidify our offensive line, but we feel we have the personnel to get that 
accomplished and run the ball well again,” Dantonio says. 

?} ERG ACKS Senior Brian Hoyer was honorable mention all-conference and fin- 
ished the regular season with efficient, explosive performances in wins over bowl teams 
Purdue and Penn State. But he forced too many downfield passes in a four-interception 
nightmare against Boston College in the Champs Sports Bowl, a 24—21 loss. Hoyer 
will not have second-round draft pick Devin Thomas as a go-to receiver, but there 
should be enough capable targets for the Spartans to field another solid, balanced of- 
fense. Hoyer has improved his ability to look off safeties. He plans to be more open- 
minded about checking down to his running 
backs and tight ends. If he is comple- 
mented by a good running game and a 

solid defense, Hoyer is more than ca- 

pable of playing winning football. Dan- 

tonio wants his quarterback to become 
more consistent as a closer. Redshirt freshmen 
Nick Foles and Kirk Cousins had good springs and have a healthy, close competition 
for the back-up role. One will emerge as the quarterback of the future. 


i! nh 


Of the six teams that beat the Spartans last 
year, none of them did it by more than 
seven points. It was the first time since the 
Bia Ten title team of 1990 that a Michigan 
State team could make that claim. 


ININ A 


Senior Javon Ringer has averaged more than six yards per carry 
in wits career and is poised to make a run at All-America honors. The short but explo- 
sive Ringer makes reads and cuts well in Michigan State’s Buckeye-inspired power phi- 
losophy that helped the Spartans lead the Big Ten in total offense and scoring offense 
in conference games. With short-yardage ace Jehuu Caulcrick no longer around, 
Ringer won't necessarily increase his workload, Michigan State has been careful to 
manage Ringer's carries and not wear him down. Redshirt freshman Ashton Leggett 
has the size and athleticism to emerge as the new power back. Classmate Andre An- 
derson is a gifted runner, similar in style to his cousin, former Northwestern standout 
Damien Anderson. Junior A.J. Jimmerson has been in Ringer's shadow for three sea- 
sons but finished the spring as the No. 2 back. He isn’t sensational but could provide 
dependable relief while the freshmen learn. Andrew Hawken is a playmaking fullback 
who can catch the ball. 

ECEIVERS Thomas and tight end Kellen Davis have taken their talent to the NFL, 
but Mark Dell and B.J. Cunningham are ready to grab the baton as Michigan State's 
next standout receivers. Dell had 20 catches as a true freshman. He was capable of 
doing more, but there was only so much action to go around with an NFL wide receiver, 
an NFL tight end and a 1,400-yard rusher on the field. With good height and break- 
away speed, Dell has the capacity to become a terrific downfield threat. As solid as Dell 
was a year ago, some belieye Cunningham edged ahead of him as the best young receiver 
on the roster, at least in practice. Senior Deon Curry is a dependable, physical leader 
but not a game-breaker. He averaged only 8.3 yards on his 24 catches in 2007. Soph- 
omore Charlie Gantt has become a pretty good blocker at tight end, and he can run a 
little bit. But depth is a major concern at the position. 

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Michigan State has three dependable returning starters in left 
Kan Roland Martin, center Joel Nitchman and right tackle Jesse Miller. Martin will 
be a third-year starter, but he has yet to become a star. He missed most of the spring after 
undergoing surgery to repair a bone spur in his ankle. Nitchman has the capacity to be- 
come an all-league type of performer in the future. New left tackle Rocco Cironi is tal- 
ented but unproven. He has the athleticism to move laterally and protect Hoyer’s blind 
side. He won't be as powerful in run blocking as his predecessor, second-team all-league 
graduate Pete Clifford. The spring ended with no capable back-up at left tackle. Michi- 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE SPARTANS 
A reliable defense and a good running 
game breed team consistency, and that’s 
exactly what Michigan State is on the cusp 
of harnessing. That’s a joyful thought for 
Michigan State fans, whose teams have 
been wildly inconsistent for years. Mark 
Dantonio promised that Michigan State 
fans would see the Spartan defense re- 
turn to the days of being a physical, head- 
cracking unit. No one expected it to 
happen by Year 2, but that’s exactly what 
could be in store for 2008. There isn’t 
enough depth at defensive end, and not 
enough maturity at outside linebacker for 
the defense to overcome a rash of in- 
juries, but if the Spartans have good for- 
tune in those areas, the entire 11-man 
group should be as solvent as any Michi- 
can State defense in almost a decade. 
Pass defense, once an object of ridicule, 
appears ready to make major strides. The 
front seven will be stout against the run. 
Tf the Spartans are in as many close 
games as a year ago, much will depend on 
Brian Hoyer’s decision-making. Hoyer 
won’t have as much firepower around 
him, but a better defense should afford 
him the opportunity to be smartly conser- 
vative at times, and play within himself. 
The offensive line should be good enough. 
The onus is on young receivers to take a 
major step in development. 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A. 30 at California Is 
S. 6 Eastern Michigan W 
S. 13 Florida Atlantic _W 
S. 20 Notre Dame— mm 
S. 27 at Indiana W 
0. 4 lowa en EL 
0.11 at Northwestern a! 
0. 18 Ohio State L 
0. 25 at Michigan aft 
N. 1 Wisconsin Sail: 
N. 8 Purdue iad 
N. 22 at Penn State L 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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Ringer: Ric Fogel; Hoyer: Tim Clark/Athton Sports 
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gan State will be okay at right guard with either Brendon Moss, utility man Mike Bacon, or rising 
tough guy Joel Foreman. Moss has quickness but needs to buckle down and live up to the physi- 
cal expectations that the new staff has up front. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Spartans will reload nicely at defensive end. Gone are NFL Draft pick 
Ervin Baldwin and NFL free agent and 10-sack man Jonal Saint-Dic, but insiders believe Cincin- 
nati transfer Trevor Anderson is better than either of them. He might not be the pass rusher that 
Saint-Dic was, but Anderson’s combination of upfield burst and run-stuffing gap control makes him 
a coach’s delight. Senior Brandon Long performed well as an emergency starter in the bowl game. 
He has natural speed but is just now starting to unleash it. Senior Justin Kershaw has added weight 
and maintained quickness at the three-technique defensive tackle. He's been serviceable but will be 
even better this year. Wall-breaking sophomore Antonio Jeremiah is emerging as a star of tomorrow 


at noseguard. Oren Wilson played ahead of Jeremiah last year and is game-proven. 


DEPTH CHART 


LINEBACKERS Greg Jones, an All-Big Ten 


OFFENSE (6) | candidate, finished the spring at middle line- 
WR 2 Mark Dell (So.) 25 Blair White (Jr) | backer. Michigan State will have more speed 
WR 84 Deon Curry (Sr) 3 Bu. Cunningham (Fr) | on defense with Jones in the middle. He can 
LT _57 Rocco Cironi (ur) 77 S'Michael Deane (So.) | run sideline to sideline and kick tail when he 
LG 73 Roland Martin (Sr.) 75 Jared McGaha (Fr) | gets to the ball. Jones wasn't perfect in gap re- 
C__ 65 Joel Nitchman (Jr) 60. Mike Bacon (Sr) sponsibility a year ago as a true freshman, but 
RG 64 Brendon Moss (ur) 67 Joel Foreman (Fr) 


now he’s ready to play smarter. Adam Decker 


| 
Ry S72 esse Mlle Se) 76; Mike senmediung (0c) will likely be the back-up but is as good as last 
UR Ae eS earn coeancty | year’s starter. Second-year starter Eric Gordon 
NA eae sae ASAE _ is also playing faster and tougher at outside 
oh Metal Se sheet SU linebacker. Jones was able to move inside be- 
RB 23 Javon Ringer (Sr.) 20 A.J. Jimmerson (ur) 5 


DEFENSE (5) 


DE 
DT 
NG 
DE 


47 Brandon Long (Sr.) 

97 Justin Kershaw (Sr.) 
93 Antonio Jeremiah (So.) 
58 Trevor Anderson (ur) 


SLB 43 Eric Gordon (So.) 
MLB 53 Greg Jones (So.) 
WLB 34 Brandon Denson (Jr) 


91 Tyler Hoover (Fr.) 
96 Kevin Pickelman (Fr.) 
80 Oren Wilson (So.) 
49 Dwayne Holmes (Sr.) 
36 Jon Misch (So.) 

55 Adam Decker (ur.) 
42 Ryan Allison (Sr) 


cause Brandon Denson and transplanted wide 
receiver Ryan Allison have improved at a steady 
clip as candidates at weak-side linebacker. They 
edged ahead of ’07 spot starter Jon Misch, who 
is not out of the picture. Denson is a former 
walk-on tailback who plays with good acceler- 
ation. Allison was a hard-hitting special teams 
guy who plays with more pop than you might 
expect from a former receiver. 


CB 38 Kendell Davis-Clark (Sr) 29 Chris L, Rucker (So.) 
CB 37 Ross Weaver (Jr.) 31 Ashton Henderson (ur.) EEENCIVE RACKS F 
SS 21 Otis Wiley (Sr) 11 Marcus Hyde (S0.) : al ENSIVE RALRS Boundar y safety Otis 
FS 40 Roderick Jenrette (Jt) 33 Dan Fortener (dr) Wiley has rallied from last year’s slump and is 
| ready to live up to his all-star potential. He's fast 
SPECIAL TEAMS | and playing more physical. He can play the run 
Reem) ERNE Delt) | on the strong side. Roderick Jenrette has a nasty 
P 18 Aaron Bates (So.) PR 2 Mark Dell (So.) | 


disposition at field safety. He was functional in 
relief a year ago. He must be able to play the ball 


in the deep middle, something that was occa- 
sionally a problem a year ago. There is a stacked competition at cornerback with the Spartans stand- 
ing a great chance to get two good starters out of the fray. Kendell Davis-Clark has size, speed and 14 
starts. Ashton Henderson is the most reliable technician and has five career starts, but Ross Weaver 
might have the most pure talent when healthy. Chris L. Rucker started four games as a true freshman 
last year and is being primed to play on both defense and offense (at receiver). Rookie Johnny Adams 
looked like a can't-miss prospect after enrolling early and participating in spring practice, and ball- 
hawking junior Jeremy Ware was perhaps the defense’s most improved player in the spring. 


SPECIALISTS Placekicking is strong with junior Brett Swenson, who was 15-of-22 in 2007 and 
is 30-of-41 in his career. Punter Aaron Bates is better than his 39.7 yards-per-punt average as a 


true freshman, as he often punted to a short field. 


SCOUTING THE SPARTANS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP MICHIGAN STATE “They were one of the best teams in the Big Ten last year. 
I’m glad to see the receiver (Devin Thomas) go to the NFL and the tight end (Kellen Davis). ... 
The two running backs they had were big-time. (Jehuu) Caulcrick is gone, but (Javon) Ringer is 
back. He is a really good back, one of the best in the league and in the country. ... They started 
some young guys on defense last year. I watched them in the bow! game and that’s where I was 
most impressed with them. They played real hard and real physical, and that’s Mark (Dantonio). 
When I think of Coach Dantonio, that’s what I think of. ... I like what he’s doing there, trying to 
set a mentality of toughness. He knows Michigan is the top dog in the state, but he won’t back 
down. ...They lose the two ends, (Jonal) Saint-Dic and (Ervin) Baldwin, but they’ve recruited 
well. Mark’s a very solid defensive coach.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Big hitters Now that there is good 
knowledge of the system on defense and 
improved technique, coaches are calling 
on experienced players to come forward 
with jarring, difference-making hits. Play- 
ers like Greg Jones, Eric Gordon and Otis 
Wiley should be able to deliver. 


Run game Coach Mark Dantonio talks 
about the importance of controlling the C- 
gap when establishing the run. That area, 
between left tackle and tight end, was hit 
by graduation, and reinforcements are 
not yet up to the standard that will likely 
be established within this program in the 
years to come. In the meantime, new 
starter Rocco Cironi at left tackle and 
sophomore tight end Charlie Gantt need 
to be functional in order for the running 
game to be the cornerstone that is ex- 
pected in the Dantonio philosophy. 


Backer battle Brandon Denson and Ryan 
Allison played at opposite outside line- 
backer positions in the spring, but look 
for them to move to the same position 
during preseason camp in order to stage 
a full competition. They will likely end up 
at Will linebacker. Gordon started at Will 
last year, but is expected to move to Sam. 


“GREG JONES 


RISING STAR 
Wide receiver 7X 
B.J. Cunningham 
was dominant at 
times as a red- 
shirt on the scout 
team last year, 
especially during 
bow! practice. He 
followed up with 
a loud perform- 
ance in the spring 
game. He has size, strength, speed and 
hands. Former MSU safety Travis Key 
says Cunningham is the next Devin 
Thomas. 


Jones: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 
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2008 MICHIGAN STATE ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
12 Charles, Clay 
8 Cousins, Kirk 
10 Dixon, Connor 
17 Foles, Nick 
7 Hoyer, Brian 


RUNNING BACKS 
27 Anderson, Andre 
40 Bendzuck, Nick 
45 Hawken, Andrew 
20 Jimmerson, A.J. 
32 Leggett, Ashton 
35 McPherson, Jeff 
22. Parrelly, Mike 
23. Ringer, Javon 
47 Setterbo, Adam 


RECEIVERS 

3 Cunningham, B.J. 
84 Curry, Deon 

2 Dell, Mark 

4 Grimes, Carl 
11 Knibbs, Danny 
89 Martin, Cam 
16 Rucker, Chris D. 
13 Sonntag, Brad 
25 White, Blair 

19 Williams, David 
TIGHT ENDS 

85 Celek, Garrett 
81 Duran, David 
83 Gantt, Charlie 
98 Jordan, Michael 


6-3/248 


HT/WT 
6-2/205 
6-1/208 
6-2/185 
5-9/183 
5-11/186 
6-3/180 
5-10/172 
58/178 
6-2/202 
5-9/176 


HI/WT 
6-5/230 
65/241 
6-4/256 
65/276 


McCall, ID 
Holland, MI 
South Park, PA 
Austin, TX 
North Olmsted, OH 
HOMETOWN 
Barrington, IL 
Strongsville, OH 
Wyoming, MI 
St. Louis, MO 
Muskegon, MI 
Lowell, MI 
Dearborn, MI 
Dayton, OH 
Spring Lake, MI 
HOMETOWN 
Westerville, OH 


Johnny Adams 
Charles Burrell 
John Deyo 
Steve Gardiner 
Tyler Hoover 
Zach Hueter 
Cameron Jude 
Keshawn Martin 
Chris McDonald 
Caulton Ray 
Trenton Robinson 
David Rolf 
Ethan Ruhland 
Fred Smith 
Drew Stevens 
Brynden Trawick 
Myles White 
damiihr Williams 
Glenn Winston 
Anthony Woods 
derel Worthy 


ATH 
TE/DE 


. Oakland Township, MI 

. Farmington Hills, MI 

Detroit, MI 

Chicago, IL 

Tampa, FL 

Detroit, MI 

Saginaw, MI 

Saginaw, MI 

Monroeville, PA 

HOMETOWN 

Cincinnati, OH 

Marietta, GA 

. Farmington Hills, MI 

Lansing, MI 
5-11 170 
6-2 207 
6-6 265 
6-1 210 
6-7 273 
6-7 295 
63 235 
60 185 
65 271 
5-9 197 
5-10 180 
GS Pet225 
6-6 270 
6-2 207 
6-4 220 
6-3 218 
6-1 160 
63 230 
6-2 215 
63 305 
6-3 290 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
60 Bacon, Mike 

57 Cironi, Rocco 

77 Deane, J’Michael 
72. Diehl, Jason 

67 Foreman, Joel 
62 Leggins, Abre 

73 Martin, Roland 
75 McGaha, Jared 
79 Miller, Jesse 

64 Moss, Brendon 
65 Nitchman, Joel 
61 Ray Jr, Arthur 
68 Rigan, Patrick 

76 Schmeding, Mike 
66 Stipek, John 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
84 Anderson, Todd 
58 Anderson, Trevor 
49 Holmes, Dwayne 
91 Hoover, Tyler 

93 Jeremiah, Antonio 
97 Kershaw, Justin 
47 Long, Brandon 
89 Neely, Colin 

96 Pickelman, Kevin 
57 Strayhorn, Jonathon 
59 Wheat, Ryan 

80 Wilson, Oren 


Akron, OH 
Detroit, MI 
Battle Creek, MI 
Dublin, OH 

Novi, MI 
Columbiaville, MI 
Chesterfield, VA 
Inkster, MI 
Sterling Heights, MI 
Southfield, MI 
Bay City, MI 
Piqua, OH 

Lake Orion, MI 
Detroit, MI 
Delaware, OH 
Marietta, GA 
Livonia, MI 

Lima, OH 

Detroit, MI 
Melvindale, MI 
Huber Heights, OH 


Michigan State landed another foundational class, helping make up for shortcom- 
ings in the two-deep at linebacker and the offensive line. Zach Hueter and John 
Deyo will help the talent pool as the Spartans search for a left tackle of the future. 
Offensive linemen Ethan Ruhland and Anthony Woods have been described as hav- 
ing pro potential. Linebacker Steve Gardiner is a pure football guy who reminds 
Mark Dantonio a little bit of A.J. Hawk. Jamiihr Williams and David Rolf have the 
capacity to become thumpers inside. The Spartans challenged Wolverine recruiting 
supremacy in-state with major victories in the Detroit area over Michigan in sign- 
ing defensive end Tyler Hoover of Novi and wide receiver Fred Smith of Detroit 
Southeastern. Defensive coordinator Pat Narduzzi loves the safety tandem Michi- 
gan State signed in Detroiter Charles Burrell and Georgia native Brynden Trawick. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-4/298 Sr. Lansing, MI 
6-6/305 dr. Warren, OH 
65/291 So. Toronto, ON 
6-3/290 So. Wyantskill, NY 
63/299 Fr. Highland, MI 
63/314 So. Orlando, FL 
65/325 Sr. Chicago, IL 
6-6/290 Fr. Powell, TN 
6-6/320 Sr. Somerville, NU 
66/292 dr. Bay Village, OH 
63/300 dr. Kalamazoo, MI 
63/300 Fr. Chicago, IL 
65/260 So. Traverse City, MI 
68/320 ur. Rutherford, Nu 
6-5/298 — Jr. Macomb Township, MI 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-2/240 Fr. Jackson, MI 
6-2/255 ui. Detroit, MI 
6-0/283 Sr. Detroit, MI 
67/275 Fr. Novi, MI 
65/315 So, Hilliard, OH 
65/278 Sr. Columbus, OH 
6-4/240 Sr. Canton, OH 
6-1/249 So Bethlehem, PA 
63/245 Fr. Marshall, MI 
60/240 Fr. Detroit, MI 
65/310 Fr. Flint, MI 
63/292 So. Teaneck, NJ 


LINEBACKERS 

42 Allison, Ryan 

55 Decker, Adam 

34 Denson, Brandon 
43 Gordon, Eric 

53 Jones, Greg 

36 Misch, Jon 

52 Pendy, Andrew 
44 Rouse, Josh 

56 Smith, Kyle 

35 Webb, Marcus 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
28 Bell, Mike 

38 Davis-Clark, Kendell 
33 Fortener, Dan 

31 Henderson, Ashton 
11 Hyde, Marcus 

40. Jenrette, Roderick 
26 Johnson, Jesse 
29. Rucker, Chris L. 
22 Shaw, Enrique 

9 Ware, Jeremy 

37 Weaver, Ross 

21 Wiley, Otis 
SPECIALISTS 

18 Bates, Aaron (P) 
15 Boleski, Todd (K) 
2 Haughey, Matt (K) 
56 Shackleton, Alex (LS) 
14 Swenson, Brett (K) 
4 Wagner, Ed (P) 


2007 RESULTS 


DATE OPPONENT 
UAB 

Bowling Green 
Pittsburgh 

at Notre Dame 
at Wisconsin 
Northwestern 
Indiana 

at Ohio State 
at Iowa 
Michigan 

at Purdue 
Penn State 


yn 
NOM re 
wiSBasSBaor 


a) 


pzzzZz9999NNNN 
NO 


nN 
Co 


#Boston College 
#Champs Sports Bowl 


RESULT 


MAT scrim ssss 


_ 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING 
Brian Hoyer 
} Nick Foles 


| Javon Ringer 

Jehuu Caulcrick 
RECEIVING 
Devin Thomas 
Javon Ringer 

} Kellen Davis 
Deon Curry 


ATT 
376 


35 
32 
24 


HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
63/209 Sr. Lake Orion, MI 
6-2/233 Jr —_ Rochester Hills, MI 
5-11/216 dr. Willow Run, MI 
60/220 So. Traverse City, MI 
6-1/222 So. Cincinnati, OH 
6-2/210 So. Waterford, MI 
6-1/235 Jr. Shelby Township, MI 
63/235 Jr Newtown, CT 
6-2/232 Sr. Novi, MI 
511/210 Jr. Pontiac, MI 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
5-11/182 Sr Shaker Heights, OH 
5-11/204 Sr. Alliance, OH 
61/197 Ur Kettering, OH 
5-11/184 dr Tallahassee, FL 
6-0/206 So. Fostoria, OH 
61/200 dr. Tampa, FL 
5-10/185 So. Durand, MI 
6-2/194 So. Warren, OH 
6-1/188 So. Lexington, KY 
5-10/187 dr. Fort Myers, FL 
61/203 dr. Southfield, MI 
6-2/210 Sr. Flint, MI 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
60/190 So. | New Concord, OH 
6-6/212 Sr. Dearborn Heights, MI 
59/170 Sr. Bridgman, MI 
6-2/240 So. Breckenridge, CO 
5-8/160 Jr. Pompano Beach, FL 
6-5/242 So. Barto, PA 
SCORE ATT 
55-18 67,796 
28-17 67,276 
17-13 68,620 
31-14 80,795 
37-34 82,164 
(ot) 48-41 67,378 
52-27 73,449 
24-17 105,287 
(ot) 34-27 70,585 
28-24 77,009 
48-31 55,630 
35-31 72,251 
24-21 46,554 
COMP YDS 1D INT 
223 2,725 20 ll 
5 57 0 0 
YDS AVG TD 
1,447 5.9 6 
872 3.9 21 
YDS AVG 1D 
1,260 15.9 8 
295 8.4 0 
513 16.0 6 
200 8.3 1 


Kicking: Brett Swenson, 15-22 FGs, 53-54 XPs, 98 points 
, Tackles: Greg Jones, 78; Kendell Davis-Clark, 72 


Sacks: Jonal Saint-Dic, 10 


Interceptions: Otis Wiley, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 


HEAD COACH: TM BREWSTER RECORD AT SCHOOL: 1-11 (1 YEAR) CAREER RECORD: 1-11 (1 YEAR) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MIKE DUNBAR DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TED ROOF TWO-MINUTE DRILL 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. HUBERT H. HUMPHREY METRODOME (64,172) A QUICK LOOK AT THE GOPHERS 
he first season of a new era for Minnesota football was, in a word, a nightmare. It’s hard to imagine the Gophers finishing 
NATIONAL he Gophers, under first-year coach Tim Brewster, finished 1-11 overall, worse than 1—11, but their reliance on a 
FORECAST winless in the Big Ten and owners of one of the worst defenses in recent _large group of young players again might 


make for another rough season. The of- 
fense should be more efficient in Year 2 of 
offensive coordinator Mike Dunbar’s 
spread attack. Sophomore quarterback 
Adam Weber set a number of school 


NCAA history. Only one way to go from there, right? That is the hope of 
Gophers fans who found some reason for optimism this offseason when Brewster 
brought in a national Top 20 recruiting class. 
Help is on the way, but Brewster and his staff still must prove that they can turn bet- 
ter talent into more victories. That infusion of youth likely means another rough sea- _racoeds in his first season as the starter 
son lies ahead. The Gophers are excited about the development of sophomore 354 should make big improvement this 
quarterback Adam Weber, who set a host of school records in his first season as the season. The Gophers are thin at running 
starter. Weber also threw 19 interceptions, but he should make fewer mistakes witha ack and young at wide receiver. They also 
year of experience under his belt. : 4 ; need to develop an identity and chemistry 
The Gophers added some playmakers at wide receiver, but they have question marks —_aigng the line. Junior wide receiver Eric 
at running back and on the offensive line. Decker is a bona fide star and could be 
As usual, the biggest concern rests on the other side of the ball. Former Duke head —_gne of the Big Ten’s top receivers. The of- 
coach Ted Roof takes over as defensive coordinator, replacing Everett Withers, who _fenge will put up points, but the Gophers 
took the same position at North Carolina after one disastrous season. need to run the ball better to chew up 
BIG TEN Minnesota was so bad defensively in 2007 that it’s hard to know where to start. The —_clock and keep the defense off the field. 
PREDICTION Gophers finished last in Division I-A in total defense and were completely overmatched Speaking of the defense, it won’t be sur- 
in just about every game. The defense not only has a new coordinator, but it might also prising to see seven new starters under 
feature seven or eight new starters, including four new faces in the secondary. No job first-year coordinator Ted Roof. The de- 
is safe. The coaching staff hit the junior college ranks hard hoping to find immediate _fense was an absolute disaster last sea- 
help. Th son, so it’s hard to know how much better 
e Gophers allowed a 


Brewster's second team will ; school-record 6,224 yards this unit can become in one season. The 
look completely different from a in 2007, which was the Secondary could feature four new 
the first in terms of personnel, , most in Division I-A. Starters. The Gophers have an easy non- 


but it remains to be seen if the re- conference schedule, but real progress 
sults are any better. will be determined by how they fare in the 
“For us seniors it’s do or die,” linebacker Steve Davis says. “Last year was bad. We Big Ten after finishing 0-8 last season. 


don’t want to go out like that.” 


QUARTERBACKS Weber is the returning starter after setting a host of school records in 
2007. Weber set single-season records for passing yards (2,895), completions (258), touch- 
down passes (24) and total offense (3,512). He also led the team in rushing with 617 
yards and added five touchdowns on the ground. On the downside, Weber also threw 19 
interceptions. Offensive coordinator Mike Dunbar believes quarterbacks often make their 
biggest improvement in their second season, and the coaching staff is confident Weber will 
do likewise. The best competition might be for the backup job. Senior Tony Mortensen, 
redshirt freshman Clint Brewster (son of the head coach), true freshman MarQueis Gray 
and junior college transfer David Pittman will compete for the No. 2 spot. 


RUNNING BACKS The Gophers are extremely thin at this position. Their only re- 
turning backs with any meaningful experience are Jay Thomas, who is coming off his 
second ACL surgery, and sophomore Duane Bennett, who showed flashes of his tal- 
ent as a true freshman in 2007. Thomas has tremendous speed, but it remains to be 
seen how effective he will be after his second major knee surgery. Bennett rushed for 
442 yards and three touchdowns, but he tired physically at the end of the season. 
Thomas and Bennett must stay healthy for the Gophers to have any running game. ~~ pyaiye BENNETT 
The Gophers also are counting on some incoming freshmen to provide depth. Kevin 
Whaley and DeLeon Eskridge look like the best candidates. 


RECEIVERS Other than Eric Decker, this unit is one of the biggest unknowns. Decker 2008 SCHEDULE 


is not a bad place to start, however. The junior set a single-season school record for A.30 Northern Illinois Ww 
catches (67) in 2007 while also finishing with 909 receiving yards and nine touch- 'S. 6 at Bowling Green x 
downs. Decker is a gifted athlete who should be one of the Big Ten’s premier receivers S.13 Montana State _ Ww 

this season. The Gophers need to get production from guys around him to take some S.20 Florida Atlantic ok 

of the pressure off. Ernie Wheelwright’s graduation opens the door for playingtime. The S97 __ at Ohio State L 
Gophers believe several newcomers will have a big impact right away, including Chicago 0. 4. Indiana * 
product Brandon Green, who brings a deep threat. Senior tight end Jack Simmons is 0.11 atlllinois Sa 
healthy after battling a foot injury last season. He gives the offense another receiving op-  — Q.25 at Purdue >aL 
tion and is a reliable target over the middle. N. 1. Northwestern L - 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN The Gophers have traditionally been strong upfront, but the ¥ 2 Mien — = 7 Z 
line looks like a major question mark heading into the season. Minnesota must replace =) 99 Towa ~ a: H 
its two best linemen — center Tony Brinkhaus and left tackle Steve Shidell. Key backup Canciecinceaiueat | ¥ 
tackle Matt DeGeest also decided not to play his senior year. The Gophers must iden- WorLindicatesaprojectedwinorloss =S=s=i<“‘(i=~‘*‘;‘SS 
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ESOTA QB 


MINN 


tify their center and then develop some chemistry with this unit. Sophomore Dominic Alford, who 
the coaches believe can become a star, moved from right to left tackle. The line could have a new 
right side with junior guard Otis Hudson and redshirt freshman Chris Bunders. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN. The Gophers absolutely need better play from this unit this season. They 
managed only 11 sacks last season, which ranked 116th nationally. They also were overmatched 
physically against the run. Senior defensive end Willie VanDeSteeg had a disappointing 2007 sea- 
son after suffering a broken wrist prior to the opener. VanDeSteeg posted 10 sacks as a sophomore, 
so he has the ability to get pressure off the edge. The Gophers need to solidify their tackles. Eric 
Small is up to about 300 pounds, about 25 more than last season. Junior college transfers Tim 
McGee and Cedric McKinley could become starters. 


er DEPTH CH ART LINEBACKERS Long-time contributors Mike 


Sherels and John Sheylin graduated, and mid- 
WR 7 Eric Decker (vr) dle linebacker Deon Hightower missed most 
WR Brandon Green (Fr) of spring drills after having shoulder surgery. 
WR 81 Ralph Spry (So.) Many believe that local product Sam Maresh 
LT 76 Dominic Alford (So.) will start at middle linebacker as a true fresh- 
LG 53 Dw. Burris (So.) man. Davis had a rocky transition from rush 
C 52 Jeff Tow-Arnett (ur,) defensive end to outside linebacker last season. 
RG 75 Otis Hudson (Jr) He had some bright moments but struggled to 
RT _ 68 Chris Bunders (Fr.) become a consistent playmaker. Hightower 
TE _ 15 Jack Simmons (Sr.) blossomed as a junior, finishing second in tack- 
QB 8 Adam Weber (So.) 17 Tony Mortensen (Sr) les with 70. Junior college transfer Rex Sharpe 
RB_ 22 Duane Bennett (S0.) 20 day Thomas (Jr) is expected to push for a starting spot, too. The 
DEFENSE (6) 


coaching staff wants more speed at this posi- 
DE 30 Lee Campbell (ur.) 90 Raymond Henderson (Jr) tion with eight of the 11 Big Ten teams oper- 


6 Tray Herndon (So.) 
Brodrick Smith (Fr.) 

9 David Pittman (Jr) 
74 Ryan Ruckdashel (Ur.) 
78 Ryan Orton (Fr.) 

61 Trey Davis (Fr) 

66 Ned Tavale (Jr.) 

73 Jason Meinke (ur) 
48 Nick Tow-Arnett (Jr) 


DT 99 Garrett Brown (Jr) Tim McGee (Jr) ating out of a spread offense. 
DT 51 Eric Small (Jr) Jewhan Edwards (Fr.) | 
DE 91 Willie VanDeSteeg (Sr. Cedric McKinley (Jr) | DEFENSIVE BACKS Icwill not be surprising 


OLB 56 Steve Davis (Sr.) 

ILB 44 Deon Hightower (Sr.) 
OLB 33 Rex Sharpe (Jr) 

cB Traye Simmons (Jr.) 
cB Tim Dandridge (Fr.) 
Ss Simoni Lawrence (Jr) 
FS 1 Tramaine Brock (ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 36 Joel Monroe (Sr.) 
P 41. Justin Kucek (Sr.) 


59 Steve Moore (Sr.) to see four new starters in the defensive back- 

Sam Maresh (Fr) | field. A combination of factors forced the 
28 Kevin Mannion (Sr) coaching staff to start three true freshmen last 
2 Ryan Collado (So.) | season, and the result was not good. Brewster's 
1 Tramaine Brock (Jr) | staff hic the junior college ranks for immediate 
CLINE Tires (0) | help. Transfers Traye Simmons, Simoni 
pe ltl Lawrence and Tramaine Brock are candidates 
to start, as is true freshman Tim Dandridge. 
The coaching staff loves Brock’s speed and 
competitiveness at free safety. The Gophers also 
signed talented Dallas safety prospect Keanon 
Cooper, who switched his commitment from 
Texas Tech at the last minute. Vince Hill played wide receiver in prep school, but he asked the 
coaches to allow him to play defensive back. The Gophers collected only seven interceptions last sea- 
son, so they need more playmakers on the back end. 


KR 3 Harold Howell (So.) 
PR 9 David Pittman (Ur) 


SPECIALISTS For once, the Gophers feel good about their kicking game. Senior punter Justin 
Kucek is one of the best in the Big Ten, if not the entire nation. He averaged 42.7 yards per punt 
last season and placed 21 punts inside the 20 with 14 fair catches. Placekicker Joel Monroe was solid 
after taking over early in the season. He made 7-of-9 field goals and was perfect on extra points. Brew- 
ster hyped returner Harold Howell before he arrived on campus last season, but he had fumble prob- 
lems and failed to make a major splash. He needs to be more reliable and show he can break an 
occasional tackle. Junior college transfer David Pittman will also be involved in the return game. 


SCOUTING THE GOLDEN GOPHERS 


OPPOSTNG COACHES Sot Ue einetesoras “Knowing what Tim Brewster is going through, it’s not an 
easy task. They’d made bowls for many, many years. Then he came in and changed and took a 
step back. Now, can they get to and beyond where they were? ... When Minnesota was winning, 
it was running the football effectively. ... I don’t like those guys. They’re arrogant. ... Defensively, 
I don’t know what they were doing last year. It was a hodgepodge of a lot of things and it 
showed. They gave up a lot of yardage. Their front seven wasn’t very good. They’re going to have 
to play a lot of young guys. They'll take a few more lumps until they get the experience they 
need. ... (Defensive coordinator) Ted Roof will help them. He understands the college game. ... 
They’re similar to other first-year programs in that they had the combination of not great talent, 
plus transition. ... They’ve got a solid quarterback. The offensive line was a little below average. 
They had nothing that was outstanding. They’re going to have to build on their recruiting classes 
and have better talent. They didn’t have guys who put the fear into you.” 


134 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Two-sport star Junior Eric Decker 
should be one of the top wide receivers 
in the Big Ten this season, and he’s pretty 
good at baseball, too. Decker skipped 
spring practice so that he could play on 
Minnesota’s baseball team. He starts in 
left field for the Gophers. 


On the mend Freshman running back 
Kevin Whaley is expected to be ready to 
play after being shot in the leg outside a 
nightclub this spring. Police said Whaley 
was targeted by an unknown person 
while leaving a club at 2 a.m. in his home- 
town of Virginia Beach, Va. 

Mr. Versatile Junior college transfer 
David Pittman is expected to be a busy 
man this fall. Gophers coach Tim Brew- 
ster says he will use Pittman as a situa- 
tional quarterback, wide receiver, kick 
returner and defensive back. 

Tough guy Senior linebacker Deon High- 
tower played the entire 2007 season with 
a torn labrum in his left shoulder and still 
finished second on the team in tackles 
with 70. “If you’re hurt and you decide to 
play, there is no room for excuses,” he 
says. “I feel good now. I hit (hard) when 
I needed surgery so I’m definitely going 
to hit now that I had it.” 


DEON 'HIGHTOWER 


RISING STAR 


Gophers coach Tim 
Brewster called in- 
coming freshman 
Sam Maresh a 
“flag bearer for the 
University of Min- 
nesota.” That’s high 
praise, and many 
believe Maresh has 
a chance to be- 
come the starting middle linebacker 
this season. He is a big (6'3", 235 
pounds), physical player who loves to 
hit and was also a state champion 
wrestler. 
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Hightower: Ric Fogel 


2008 MINNESOTA ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 68 _Bunders, Chris 63/305 Fr. Maple Grove, MN 28 Mannion, Kevin 6-2/215 Sr. Germantown, WI 
4 Brewster, Clint 61/195 Fr Denver,CO 53 Burris, Dw. 6-2/280 So. Kenton,OH 59 Moore, Steve 6-2/230 Sr. Coon Rapids, MN 
19 Maciejowski, Mike 63/215 Sr. Columbus,OH 77 Carufel, Matt 65/295 dr. Forest Lake, MN 33. Sharpe, Rex 63/230 dr Fairfield, AL 
17 Mortensen, Tony 63/230 Sr. Hutchinson, MN 61. Davis, Trey 6-2/275 Fr. Farmington, MN 50 Sveum, Patrick 61/220 Jr Rochester, MN 
9 Pittman, David 5-11/185 dr. Snellville,GA 75 Hudson, Otis 65/300 dr. Barrington, IL 34 Tate’, Andre 6-2/210 Fr. Mendota Heights, MN 
8 Weber, Adam 6-3/220 So. Shoreview, MN 73. Meinke, Jason 65/270 ur. Apple Valley, MN 32. Triplett, Nathan 63/240 dr. Maple Plain, MN 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN y He a ae = 54 Ecsite 42 U'u, Logan §-10/225 dr Oakland, CA 
22 Bennett, Duane 59/195 So. Fairview Heights TL 54 dasha Ryan eee i: a ‘ A viny__ DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
5 Buckner, Ru. 5-11/205 So. Kelle, Oe aie Nanna Oui. ie cdisiites 19 Allison, Andrew 510/180 Jz Ladysmith, WI 
34 Johnson, Tyler 5-10/195 So. Fridley, MN 52 Toemee Jeff 62/275 dn. Redwood Fall cA 1 Brock, Tramaine 60/187 dr Long Beach, MS 
12 Ogundipe, Damola 57/175 So. New Brighton, MN 67 Weber. Nick 300 Jr Hastin Ss MN 20 Chatman, Justin 59/180 Fr. Mesquite, TX 
20 Thomas, Jay 60/195 dr. Oakdale, MN 60. Wynn Ryan 65/240 Fr pile Mil 2 Collado, Ryan 5-9/170 So. Cincinnati, OH 
RECEIVERS HTI/WT CL HOMETOWN 2 ? 35 Hoese, Jon 6-2/200 So. Glencoe, MN 
7 Decker, Eric 62/15 Je Cold Spring, MN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 3 Howell, Harold 5-8/160 So. Jacksonville, FL 
6 Herndon, Tray 5-10/180 So. Jacksonville. FL 92 Brody, William 6-4/240 Sr. GarfieldHeights,OH 49. Jilek, Scott 5-11/205 So. Eden Prairie, MN 
16 Kuznia, Ben 60/185 Je Olivia MN $9 Brown, Garrett 6-2/290 dr. New Haven,CT 48 Klitzke, Bryan 6-1/185 Fr — Chippewa Falls, WI 
87 Woke: Kyle 61/1890 Fr St.Paul, MN 22. Campbell, Lee 63/250 dr. Naples, FL 13 McKelton, Michael 5-10/185 Jr. Royal Palm Beach, FL 
24 Sherels, Marcus 51/165 de Rochester. MN 22, Henderson, Raymond 6-6/250 Jt Oak Creek, WI _ 38. Singletary, Marcus 511/190 ur Hinesville, GA 
81. Spry, Ralph SVS. So. nan oe ee 62/285 So. Northfield, MN 39 Stommes, Nicholas 61/195 de Owen, WI 
84 Tonio vant 61/180 Ft Hayward, WI 89 Moen, Barrett 63/270 dr. Bloomington, MN 27 Theret, Kyle 5-11/185 So. Murrieta, CA 
$ te 4 93 Onwuachi, Derrick 65/250 dr. Newhall, CA 
14 White, Damien 60/170 Fr. Culver City, CA 51. Small, Eric 62/300 Jr Nepervile IL SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 9 Stommes, Matt E770: ke | nici WANS te SN oe 
96 Hughes, Curtis 6-4/240 So. Chicago, IL 55. Strouth, Tony 60/240 So Edina MN 3 tree a ae 
88 McGarry, Collin 6-4/230 So. Stilwater,MN $1 VanDeSteeg, Wille 64/255 St_ © ‘Siver Lake, MN 3 Wer ice Or aiG z coe 
ia Towa, Neck 64/250. Jeet als uw. UNEBACKERS HIMWT CL HOMETOWN 36 Worre,Joel(K) SI/190. Sc_Breln Pak HN 
2 : 2 56 Davis, Steve 6-2/225 Sr. St. Louis, MO 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 94. Dyson, Willie 63/230 So, Ballwin, MO 
76 Alford, Dominic 63/315 So. Cleveland,OH 45 Hennessey, Thomas 5-1/215 dr. Somerset, WI 
63 Brinkhaus, Andy 6-3/300 So.  Bloomington,MN 44 Hightower, Deon 63/215 Sr. Arlington, TX 
Xzavian Brandon WR 63 185 Duluth, GA RECORD; 1-11 (0-8 BIG TEN) 
Tramaine Brock DB 6-0 ~—«:187 LongBeach,MS | DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE ATT 
Matt Carufel OL 65 295 Forest Lake, MN | S. 1 Bowling Green L (ot) 32-31 49,253 
Terrell Combs ATH 62 250 Lexington, KY S. 8 Miami (OH) Ww (ot) 41-35 45,383 
Keanon Cooper S 6-0 200 Dallas, TX : : 
fin Bandeidge DB 6-1 180 Detroit, MI | S.15 at Florida Atlantic L 42-39 10,759 
Jewhan Edwards DT 62 320 Philadelphia,PA |  S-22 Purdue L 45-31 47,483 
DeLeon Eskridge RB 5-11 190 San Francisco, CA | S.29 Ohio State L 30- 7 51,611 
en ee ee | fee tee ae 
rQueis Gray ~ i is, | 
Brandaa’Grean WR 60 180 Chicago, 1. | 0.13 at Northwestern L (ot) 49-48 23,314 
Vince Hill IT DB 60 190 Baltimore, MD | 0.20 North Dakota State L 27-21 63,088 
Johnny Johnson ATH = 5-9 ae Chicago, IL | 0.27 at Michigan L 34-10 109,432 
Brandon Kirksey DE 6-2 65 St.Louis, MO | pee a 
Eric Lair TE 63 210 Houston, 7X | . es : i = pee 
Simoni Lawrence S 61 205 Upper Darby, PA | eh ele : ie age 
Sam Maresh 1B 6-3) 235 Champlin, MN N.17 Wisconsin L 41-34 59,116 
Tim McGee OT 6-4 300 Columbia, SC ; 
Da’Jon McKnight WR 6-3 200 Dallas, TX 
Cedric McKinley DE 6-5 250 Demopolis, AL 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
John Nance QB 6-4 185 St. Paul, MN | PASSING Att COMP YDS i INT 
David Pittman WR 5-11 190 Snellville, GA Adam Weber 449 258 2,895 24 19 
Spencer Reeves LB 6-2 200 Dallas,TX | Tony Mortensen 4 3 34 0 0 
Shady Salamon RB 5-10 185 South St. Paul, MN 
Rex Sharpe 1B 63245 Fairfield, AL | RUSHING ATT yos AVG 
Traye Simmons DB 5-11 175 Marietta, GA | Adam Weber 146 617 4.2 5 
Brodrick Smith WR 63 200 Garden City, KS | Amir Pinnix 106 563 9.3 5 
Troy Stoudermire ur. CB 5-10 185 Dallas, TX Duane Bennett 107 442 4.1 3 
Gary Tinsley LB/DE 6-1 220 Jacksonville, FL Jay Thomas 40 215 5.4 1 
Kevin Whaley RB 5-9 180 Virginia Beach, VA 
D.L. Wilhite ATH 6-4 235 Lexington, KY | faailawd oe bod ede Ma 
Tim Brewster came to Minnesota with a reputation as a dogged recruiter, and he Ernie Wheelwright 66 775 7 9 
didn’t disappoint. The class included seven junior college transfers and seven four- — Ralph Spry 23 226 9.8 3 
star prospects. MarQueis Gray, the No. 1 player in Indiana and one of the nation’s Tray/Herndon 22 235 10.7 1 


top dual-threat quarterbacks, is the crown jewel of the class, but the Gophers also 
addressed needs at wide receiver and on defense. Chicago product Brandon Green 
is an explosive talent at wide receiver and provides a deep threat. Brewster’s staff 


Kicking: Joel Monroe, 7-9 FGs, 28-28 XPs, 49 points 
Tackles: Dominique Barber, 100; Deon Hightower, 70 


hit the junior-college ranks hard and landed a handful of likely starfersjincluding | Sacks: Mike Sherels, 2.5 


"4 2 | Interceptions: Kyle Theret, 3 
four-star cornerback Traye Simmons and free safety Tramaine Brock. | if : : 5 3 
Returning Players in Bold 
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ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


HEAD COACH: PAT FITZGERALD RECORD AT SCHOOL: 10-14 (2 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 10-14 (2 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MICK MCCALL DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MIKE HANKWITZ 
EVANSTON, ILL. RYAN FIELD (47,130) 


hen Pat Fitzgerald arrived at Northwestern as a freshman linebacker in 
1993, the prospect of a six-win season would not have simply met ex- 
pectations. It would have blown them away. Back then, even the glass- 
half-full Fitzgerald couldn't envision the day when six wins would be 
labeled a disappointment. But last fall, ic was. Northwestern went 6-6 in Fitzgerald’s sec- 
ond season as head coach, but several slip-ups — the most glaring a home loss to Duke 
— and a bunched Big Ten resulted in no bowl game and a long winter. The offseason 
brought several changes, notably two new coordinators in Mike Hankwiw and Mick 
McCall, but the two-deep remains mostly the same. So does the expectation level. 

The Wildcats have a three-year starter at quarterback (C.J. Bachér), a two-time 
1,000-yard rusher at running back (Tyrell Sutton) and a coach in Fitzgerald who is 
starting to brand the program as his own. “The attitude and the expectations of this pro- 
gram are that of a winner, of a team that competes for championships and bowl games,” 
Fitzgerald says. “Anything less is unacceptable.” 

After another disappointing season on defense, Fitzgerald fired coordinator Greg 
Colby and scored a mini-coup with Hankwitz, who was surprisingly axed by Wiscon- 
sin. The 60-year-old brings an assertive style rooted in varied blitzes that could kick-start 
a unit that looks perpetually passive. 

To replace departed offensive coordinator Garrick McGee, Fitzgerald hired McCall 
from Bowling Green, which runs a similar shotgun spread offense that emphasizes short 
routes and mobile quarterbacks. “Philosophically, we'll be similar,” Fitzgerald says, “but 
there will be some new wrinkles.” 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


BIG TEN 
PREDICTION 


Northwestern has gone 44 consecutive 
QUARTERBACKS No player mirrored 
Northwestern's inconsistent season more 
than Bachér. He threw as many touch- 


' seasons with at least one non- 
conference loss. The last time the 
4 A Wildcats survived non-league play 
ae : unscathed was 1963, when Ara 
downs (19) as he did interceptions. He led Parseghian served as head coach. 
the Big Ten in passing average (304.7 ypg) 
and engineered dramatic comebacks against Nevada, Minnesota and Indiana, but his 
highlights were offset by mistakes. He set single-season school records for passing (3,656 
yards) and completions (318) but threw multiple interceptions in seven games. Not 
surprisingly, decision-making became the focus for Bachér during the offseason. He 
has the arm and the experience to guide a dangerous offense this fall, but the senior must 
take fewer risks and become a better game manager. “Checking it down, letting a guy 
that needs to get four (yards) catch it at three and fall down is just as good as trying to 
force a shot in there,” Fitzgerald says. “I’ve really been proud of his growth.” Junior 
Mike Kafka will back up Bachér, and quarterback-of-the-future Dan Persa also will be 
available. 


RUNNING BACKS Northwestern should return to its running roots after finishing 
last in the Big Ten in rushing offense a year ago (119.8 ypg). The biggest reason for the 
drop-off was an ankle injury to starter Sutton, who missed the better part of seven 
games. Though backup Omar Conteh filled in nicely, McGee went pass-heavy and 
abandoned the run late in games. McCall figures to restore balance with the offense, 
and with a healthy Sutton and Conteh in the fold, Northwestern's run game should 
recharge. Sutton will be featured, but the Wildcats have had success using two backs, 
most recently with Jason Wright and Noah Herron. Both Sutton and Conteh are ex- 
cellent receivers, combining for 50 receptions last season, and provide the play-caller 
increased options. Sophomore Stephen Simmons also will take on a greater role after 
showcasing his speed on special teams, most notably with a 99-yard kick return for a 
touchdown against Ohio Strate. 


RECEIVERS This should once again be a strength, as Northwestern returns five of its 
top six pass-catchers from last season. Gone are Kim Thompson and Tonjua Jones, but 
the Wildcats regain the services of Andrew Brewer, a projected starter last season who 
suffered a broken humerus in training camp. Brewer has top-shelf speed and good size 
(6-3). Eric Peterman could be primed for an All-Big Ten season after tying for seventh 
in the league in receptions per game (5.5), and Bachér's red-zone chemistry with Ross 
Lane is undeniable. Superback Drake Dunsmore provides Bachér a big target, and 
speedster Jeff Yarbrough adds depth in the slot. 


a oo SS ee ee ee ae ee 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN No shortage of questions here. Northwestern loses three 
starters up front, including mainstays at left tackle (Dylan Thiry) and center (Trevor 
Rees). Senior Joel Belding moves from right guard to center, a position he played oc- 
casionally during the 2005 season when Rees was academically ineligible. Consequently, 
both starting guard spots are open, with Keegan Grant the frontrunner to claim one. 


“TYRELL SUTTON 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE WILDCATS 
The pieces are in place for the Wildcats 
to finish what they couldn’t last season. 
They have experience at quarterback, 
running back and wide receiver, but a 
new-look offensive line could hamper 
things. Northwestern loses three starters 
up front and has only one player (right 
tackle Kurt Mattes) returning to the same 
position, so building chemistry is critical. 
Tf the line jells, running back Tyrell Sutton 
stays healthy and C.J. Bachér trims his in- 
terceptions total, the offense should be 
among the league’s best. The defense 
needed new leadership and got it with 
veteran coordinator Mike Hankwitz. A line 
that returns all four starters must gener- 
ate a better pass rush, especially from 
the edges. There are once again ques- 
tions at linebacker after Adam Kadela’s 
graduation, but Northwestern usually 
finds capable replacements there. The 
secondary boasts decent depth and 
young talent but needs playmakers like 
safety Brendan Smith and cornerback 
Sherrick McManis to step up. The sched- 
ule once again features seven home 
games, but the Wildcats must avoid their 
annual non-conference stumble. They 
have a favorable opening to the Big Ten 
slate, but getting bowl eligible before 
Nov. 8 is key, as Northwestern finishes 
with Ohio State, Michigan and Illinois. 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A.30 Syracuse 
S. 6 at Duke E 

S. 13 Southern Illinois 
S. 20 Ohio 


S. 27 atlowa 
0.11 Michigan State 
0.18 Purdue 
0.25 at Indiana 
N. 1 at Minnesota 


N. 8 OhioState 


N. 15 at Michigan 
N.22 Illinois 


| 


| 
crerese tess 4 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Bachér; Brian Ebner; Sutton; Peter Brouillet 


Keegan Kennedy moves over to guard from defensive tackle and will compete alongside Alex Rucks 
and veteran reserve Desmond Taylor. Hopes are high for redshirt freshman Al Netter, who could 
replace Thiry and protect Bachér's blind side. Netter will compete with Mike Boyle and oft-in- 
jured junior Ramon Diaz for the job. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Hopes were elevated last season, but aside from the emergence of tackle 
John Gill, this group underperformed. All four starters are back, with Gill and Adam Hahn on the 
inside, bookended by Corey Wootton and Kevin Mims. Gill is primed for an all-conference sea- 
son but needs pass-rushing help from Wootton, Mims, senior Rejaie Johnson and promising red- 
shirt freshman end Vince Browne. Northwestern applied decent pressure last season but had little 
to show for it, generating only 18 sacks. “We had more hurries and more quarterback hits than we 
had the year before,” Fitzgerald says. “Now you have to figure out how to finish those plays.” The 
arrival of Hankwitz and line coach Marty Long could benefit this group. 


DEPTH CHART _ LINEBACKERS Starting with Fitzgerald, the 


Wildcats have built a nice tradition at middle 
7 Jeff Yarbrough (Sr.) linebacker and need it to continue after losing 
5 Sidney Stewart (So.) Adam Kadela (125 tackles last year). Senior 
81 Kevin Frymire (ur) Malcolm Arrington will slide over from weak- 
6 Charles Brown (Fr.) side linebacker to the middle. Northwestern 
60 Ramon Diaz (Jr) also might call upon sophomore Nate 
62 Keegan Kennedy (Sr. Williams. Prince Kwateng and Quentin Davie 
64 Doug Bartels (Fr) will continue to jockey at strong-side line- 
p ee backer. Senior Mike Dinard started five games 
1B Mike Kafka ( I) last fall at weakside backer but needs to bounce 
29 Omar Conteh (Se) back after disappearing in Big Ten play. Dinard 
must hold off Bryce McNaul, who showed 
flashes last summer but wound up redshirting 
with a hamstring injury. Ben Johnson and 
Chris Jeske, who might finally be recovered 
from back problems, also will compete for 
playing time. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The secondary might fi- 
21 Mike Bolden (Fr) sg Bain the ingredients for a breakthrough. 
26 Jordan Mabin (Fr) e Wildcats regain playmaking safety Bren- 
32 David Arnold (Ft) | dan Smith, who comes off a shoulder injury 
38 Brian Peters (Fr) | tharsidelined him after three games last season. 
Smith and plucky cornerback Sherrick McMa- 
nis must set the tone for a group that generated 
only five of the team’s nine interceptions last 
year. Junior safety Brad Phillips is back after re- 
placing Smith last season, but he'll need to hold 
off David Arnold and Brian Peters to retain a 
starting job. Arnold would have played last year if not for an injury. The cornerback spot opposite 
McManis will be hotly contested, as Justan Vaughn and David Oredugba compete with redshirt 
freshmen Jordan Mabin and Mike Bolden. Vaughn is a good bet to start or play nickel back, and 
Mabin was the team’s top recruit in 2007 but redshirted because of a shoulder injury. 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 10 Eric Peterman (Sr) 
WR 9 Ross Lane (Sr.) 

WR __ 8 Rasheed Ward (Sr.) 
WR 12 Andrew Brewer (Ur) 
LT 75 AlNetter (Fr) 

LG 63 Keegan Grant (So.) 
C 52 Joel Belding (Sr.) 
RG 59 Alex Rucks (Sr.) 

RT 78 Kurt Mattes (Jr.) 
QB 18 Cw. Bachér (Sr) 
RB 19 Tyrell Sutton (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 99 Corey Wootton (Jr.) 
DT 79 Adam Hahn (Jr) 

DT 70 John Gill (Sr.) 

DE 95 Kevin Mims (Sr.) 

OLB 36 Prince Kwateng (Sr.) 
MLB 46 Malcolm Arrington (Sr.) 
OLB 31 Mike Dinard (Sr.) 

CB 24 Sherrick McManis (Jr.) 
CB 28 Justan Vaughn (So.) 
FS 17 Brad Phillips (ur) 

SS 4 Brendan Smith (Ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 96 Amado Villarreal (Sr.) 
P 1 Stefan Demos (So.) 


48 Rejaie Johnson (Sr.) 

67 Marshall Thomas (ur.) 

90 Jack DiNardo (Fr.) 

94 Vince Browne (Fr.) | 
41 Quentin Davie (So.) 
57 Nate Williams (So.) 
51 Bryce McNaul (Fr) 


KR 24 Sherrick McManis (Jr) 
PR 4 Brendan Smith (ur.) 


SPECIALISTS Stefan Demos will resume punting and kickoff duties after offseason leg surgery. He 
is eventually expected to add placekicking, but Fitzgerald will hold off for now. Senior Amado Vil- 
larreal needs to regain the field goal form he showed early last season, when he converted his first 
seven attempts. McManis and Simmons form a dangerous kickoff return tandem, but the Wildcats 
need to find someone to handle punts. Peterman, Smith and possibly Brewer will compete there. 


SCOUTING THE WILDCATS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP NORTHWESTERN “They’ve got a running back (Tyrell Sutton) in the top eche- 
lon of running backs in the Big Ten. They’ve got a quarterback (C.J. Bachér) who handles their sys- 
tem well. They can put up numbers on just about anybody. It’s whether or not they can stop 
people. They do a good job scheme-wise. ... They’re not explosive at receiver, but they don’t need 
to be with the type of system that they have. They’re like the Texas Techs in that they throw the ball 
a lot. They run enough to keep you honest. ... Bachér does good things and he manages their of- 
fense, but he needs to take care of the ball for them to have a chance. He made too many mis- 
takes at times last year. ... They’re probably a year away from being back to that competitive part 
in the Big Ten because they’re young. They played a ton of freshmen. They are always competitive. 
And they have some talent. ... Defensive end Corey Wootton can play anywhere in the Big Ten.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


A fresh brew Andrew Brewer has a 
grand total of one reception in his college 
career, but the junior’s experience should 
not be discounted. He started three 
games at quarterback as a freshman and 
would have been a starting wide receiver 
last fall had he not fractured his humerus 
in training camp. Brewer avoided surgery 
and began lifting weights this winter. With 
top-shelf burst, he could provide the big- 
play threat Northwestern needs. 


Getting ahead The annual coaching shuf- 
fle forced Pat Fitzgerald and his staff to 
get an early jump on their non-confer- 
ence scouting. Northwestern opens the 
season against Syracuse, which has a 
new offensive coordinator. The Wildcats 
then face two teams, Duke and Southern 
Illinois, with completely new coaching 
staffs before hosting Ohio. “That’s the 
only consistent one of the whole group,” 
Fitzgerald says of Ohio. “We'll have a lot 
of homework to do.” 


Flag days Northwestern has ranked 
among the top 10 nationally in fewest 
penalties in Fitzgerald’s two seasons as 
coach. The Wildcats led the nation in 2006 
and were tied for ninth last year (4.9 ppg). 


ERIC PETERMAN 


RISING STAR 


Last fall, Al Netter 
almost found him- 
self among the 
select few offen- 
sive linemen who 
see the field as 
true freshmen. 
“He was on the 
flight deck getting 
ready to travel 
and possibly 
play,” Pat Fitzgerald says. Netter will 
play plenty this season and is projected 
to start at left tackle, protecting C.J. 
Bachér’s blindside. 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Peterman: John Grieshop 


2008 NORTHWESTERN ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
18 Bachér, Cu. 6-2/210 Sr. Sacramento,CA 73 Armstrong, Colin 
13. Kafka, Mike 63/215 dr Chicago,IL 64 Bartels, Doug 
14 Mauro, Joe 6-4/215 So. Bedford,TX 52 Belding, Joel 
3 Persa, Dan 61/205 Fr. Bethlehem, PA 66. Boyle, Mike 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN © Burkett, Ben 
20 Concannon, Scott 510/185 Fr Columbia, mo 68 Compton, Tyler 
29 Conteh, Omar 60/210 Sr. Cypress, TX 60 Diaz, Ramon 
39. Schmidt, Jacob 510/205 Fr Rhinelander, wi 8 Grant, Keegan 
25 Simmons, Stephen 58/175 So St.Louis, MO 7 ‘Highlen, Tanner 
19 Sutton, Tyrell 59/200 Sr Akron, OH - anes 
, AU 

RECEIVERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN, 75 tar 
12 Brewer, Andrew 63/210 ur. Tulsa, OK 59 Rucks, Alex 
6 Brown, Charles 5-11/175 Fr. Chicago, lL % Taylor, Desmond 
2 Coleman, Lee 510/175 So Gainesville, GA 
15 Fisher, Car 6-0/200 So. Bolingbrook, 1 DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
81 Frymire, Kevin 61/180 dr Burr Ridge, 1 94 Browne, Vince 
94 Ison, Mark 60/195 So Powell,0H 9% Bryant, Corbin 
9 Lane, Ross 63/190 St Ft. Myers, FL 90 DiNardo, Jack 
85 Markshausen, Zeke 5-11/185 dt Capron,tL 70 Sill, John 
83 Mitchell, Kevin 61/215 dr Skokie, 1. 72 Hahn, Adam 
10 Peterman, Eric 61/195 Sr Sherman, IL 48. dohnson, Rejaie 
5 Stewart, Sidney 61/185 So. Farmington Hills, MI. 93. Mafuli, Niko 
8 Ward, Rasheed 511/180 Sr Chicago,1L 9 Mims, Kevin 
7 Yarbrough, Jeff 51/185 Sr Richton Park, L 94 Struckmeyer, Andrew 

67 Thomas, Marshall 
TIGHT ENDS HWT CL HOMETOWN 5 Wate Kevin 
42 Dunsmore, Drake 63/225 So. Lenexa, KS 99 Wootton, Corey 
82. Joplin, Cameron 65/265 Fr. Ann Arbor, MI 
80. Mitchell, Brendan 63/255 de Twinsburg, 0H  UNEBACKERS 
89 Rooks, Josh 66/265 So. Zeeland, MI 46 Arrington, Malcolm 
44 Woodsum, Mark 60/235 Jr Arlington Heights, 1. 3 Barrett, Ryan 
2008 SIGNEES 
Nick Adamle OL 6-4 295 Wheaton, IL 
Brian Arnfelt DE 65 250 Lake Elmo, MN 
Hunter Bates S 5-10 175 Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 
Martin Bayless WR 6-2 205 Fresno, TX 
Jared Carpenter S 6-0 200 Bowling Green, KY 
Alex Daniel RB 60 200 Roswell, GA 
Neal Deiters OL 68 310 Elmhurst, IL 
Demetrius Dugar cB Sal 175 Houston, TX 
Jeremy Ebert WR 60 175 Hilliard, OH 
Demetrius Fields WR 6-0 200 Dallas, TX 
Caleb Harper cB 5-11 180 Murfreesboro, TN 
Evan Luxenburg OT 6-31 275 Beachwood, OH 
deravin Matthews WR 5-11 170 Canonsburg, PA 
Brian Mulroe OL 6-4 265 Glenview, IL 
Brett Nagel SB 64 230 Lemont, IL 
David Nwabuisi LB 6-0 215 Houston, TX 
Stone Pinckney LB 6-0 215 Columbia, SC 
Chuck Porcelli OL 6-7 295 Oak Brook, IL 
Jeff Radek OL 6-6 300 Naperville, IL 
Quentin Williams LB 6-4 235 Pittsburgh, PA 


The Wildcats wasted no time making their recruiting intentions known. Their first 
four verbal commitments came from offensive linemen, including guards Brian 
Mulroe and Nick Adamle, the nephew of former Northwestern running back Mike 
Adamle. The class features five offensive linemen, all from the Chicago area, giv- 
ing the program a stronger local presence after it signed no in-state products in 
2003 and only two in 2006. Northwestern also addressed its chronic needs in the 
secondary, picking up four defensive backs, including Hunter Bates, the son of for- 
mer Dallas Cowboys special teams star Bill Bates. Despite missing on quarterback 
Andrew Luck, who went to Stanford, the Wildcats beat out several top programs 
for wide receiver Martin Bayless and added a decent running back in Alex Daniel. 
The class lacks superstars and could have included more defensive linemen, but it 
replenishes some key areas. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


63/275 
6-4/250 
6-7/270 


HT/WT 
6-2/235 
6-2/250 


a HOMETOWN 
Fr. Wheaton, IL 
Fr. Caledonia, IL 
Sr. Seville, OH 
So. Havertown, PA 
Fr. Toledo, OH 
dr. Humble, TX 
Jr Morris, IL 
So. Coal City, IL 
Jr. Peoria, AZ 
Sr. Jupiter, FL 
ur. Larksville, PA 
Fr. Rohnert Park, CA 
Sr. Lincolnshire, IL 
Sr. Los Angeles, CA 
cL HOMETOWN 
Fr. Lisbon, OH 
So. Chicago, IL 
Fr. Hinsdale, IL 
Sr. _ Los Altos Hills, CA 
dr. Hartford, WI 
Sr. La Marque, TX 
Fr. Florissant, MO 
Sr. The Woodlands, TX 
Fr. Vienna, VA 
Jr. Miami, FL 
Fr. Glen Ellyn, IL 
Jr. Rutherford, NJ 
cL HOMETOWN 
Sr. Rochester Hills, MI 
Jr. Westmont, IL 


41 Davie, Quentin 
31 Dinard, Mike 
50 Jeske, Chris 
35 Johnson, Ben 
36 Kwateng, Prince 
51 McNaul, Bryce 
45 Petty, Kyle 

55 Pohlen, Pat 

57 Williams, Nate 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
32 Arnold, David 

21 Bolden, Mike 

37 Dockery, Todd 

49 Lilja, Scott 

26 Mabin, Jordan 
24 McManis, Sherrick 
34 Nussbaum, James 
16 Oredugba, David 
38 Peters, Brian 

17 Phillips, Brad 

4 Smith, Brendan 
28 Vaughn, Justan 
47 Weina, Ricky 
SPECIALISTS 

86. Brunner, Phil (LS) 


97 Daley, Kyle (P/K) 
1 Demos, Stefan (K/P) 


58 Pace, John Henry (LS) 


96 Villarreal, Amado (K) 


2007 RESULTS 


RECORD: 6-6 (3-5 BIG TEN) 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
S. 1 Northeastern Ww 
S. 8 Nevada W 
S.15 Duke L 
S.22 at Ohio State L 
S.29 Michigan L 
0. 6 at Michigan State Ww 
0.13 Minnesota W 
0.19 at Eastern Michigan WwW 
0.27 at Purdue L 
N. 3 Iowa L 
N.10 Indiana Ww 
N.17 at Illinois t 


2007 INDIVIDUAL STAT 


PASSING 
C.J. Bachér 
Mike Kafka 


RUSHING 
Tyrell Sutton 
Omar Conteh 


RECEIVING 
Eric Peterman 
Ross Lane 
Kim Thompson 
Rasheed Ward 


ATT 
521 


49 
46 
46 


6-4/220 So. St. Louis, MO 
6-2/230 Sr. Parma, OH 
61/225 dr Yorkville, IL 
6-4/210 Fr. Trevor, WI 
6-2/230 Sr. Munster, IN 
64/220 Fr. Eden Prairie, MN 
60/205 Fr. Northbrook, IL 
6-3/220 Fr. Villa Park, CA 
6-2/225 So. Pittsburgh, PA 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-1/210 Fr. Copley, OH 
61/170 Fr. Evanston, IL 
5-10/190 Sr. Atlanta, GA 
5-10/190 So. Lake Bluff, IL 
5-L1/175 Fr. Northfield Center, OH 
61/190 dr. Peoria, IL 
6-2/215 So. Greenwood, IN 
6-2/195 Sr Sherman Oaks, CA 
6-4/205 Fr. Pickerington, OH 
64/210 ur. Export, PA 
61/210 Jr Andover, MA 
6-0/180 So. Pearland, TX 
5-11/175 Fr. Union Grove, WI 
HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-2/215 St. S. Milwaukee, WI 
60/195 Sr. Arlington, TX 
5-10/180 So. Scottsdale, AZ 
5-11/210 Fr. Hinsdale, IL 
5-10/180 Sr. Englewood, CO 
SCORE ATT. 
27- 0 16,199 
36-31 17,653 
20-14 23,716 
58- 7 105,178 
28-16 40,604 
(ot) 48-41 67,378 
(ot) 49-48 23,314 
26-14 10,000 
35-17 58,237 
28-17 30,173 
31-28 20,466 
41-22 54,116 
COMP YDS TD INT 
318 3,656 19 19 
2 1l 0 0 
YDS AVG 1D 
522 48 4 
447 47 5 
YDS AVG TD 
744 11.3 3 
649 13.2 J; 
678 14.7 3 
434 9.4 0 


Kicking: Amado Villarreal, 12-18 FGs, 36-37 XPs, 72 points 
Tackles: Adam Kadela, 125; Reggie McPherson, 78 


Sacks: David Ngene, 5 


Interceptions: Nine players tied with 1 


Returning Players in Bold 
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HEAD COACH: JIM TRESSEL RECORD AT SCHOOL: 73-16 (7 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 208-73-2 (22 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: |! BOLLMAN CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: JIM HEACOCK, LUKE FICKELL 

COLUMBUS, OHIO OHIO STADIUM (102,329) A QUICK LOOK AT THE BUCKEYES 
When the Buckeyes take on mighty USC 
on the road in prime time on Sept. 13, 


; of Sere s f i f the coun- 
ministration and a world of marketable tradition at his disposal. Tressel also may Hae ieee aee as alin: 


have his best team, top to bottom, in his eighth year as OSU head coach, with nated tram thetnational chaniplonehio 

scads of returning talent on both sides of the ball. niches Souk Goes fora remcan Let 

However, he also enters this fall still trying to lick the program’s wounds of consec- SIG INCE nTer palicecaliive IOSeeSIN 
utive losses in the national championship game at the hands of Florida and LSU. The the title game. If Ohio State manages to 
knock now is that the Buckeyes still aren't dynamic enough to beat a stellar SEC team escape Los Angeles with a win, watch out. 
and that their conference, the Big Ten, doesn’t prepare them for bowl season. A The Buckeyes have lost only two Big Ten 

“T think if you look at our conference top to bottom, we fared very well,” Tressel games in the last three seasons, and it 
says. “I have to admit I don't root for Michigan a whole bunch, but I was very happy doesn’t appear archrival Michigan is 
when they won the Capital One Bowl there against Florida and kind of quieted things, _ ready to challenge that supremacy just 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


t would be easy for any coach in the country to be jealous of Ohio State's ever-com- 
NATIONAL posed Jim Tressel, who has top-notch facilities, a rabid fan base, a supportive ad- 


FORECAST 


oh least for three hours.” ; A ; yet. However, another night test at Wis- 
While the outside world remains skeptical that Ohio State can get over the hump, —_gngin on Oct. 4 looms. On paper, OSU 
the players admit they are still attempting to block out the criticism. looks like the most loaded team in the 
“We're trying to move on and put stuff like that behind us,” linebacker Marcus Free- country with 18 returning starters, star 
man says. “These past two years are something we'll never forget, but to move on and power on both sides of the ball and a solid 
be there again at the end, you've got to put it behind you.” kicking game to boot. Key personnel is in 
BIG TEN And make no mistake — the Buckeyes can place for a defense that held foes to 82.9 
HASSE SA get there. Once again, Ohio Jim Tressel’s record of 73-16 yards per game on the ground, a paltry 
State appears to be the in seven seasons as Ohio _—-25 yards per rush and a third-down con- 
class of its league, and 18 7 x, | = 1 State’s head coach includesa version percentage of 33.3. With James 
starters, plus every key national championship and —_| aurinaitis at the epicenter of that defen- 
specialist from a year ago, re- four BigTentitles. ive storm, Ohio State figures to be in 
turn, hungrier than ever, every contest. Still, it would help the 
cause greatly if the Buckeyes could pro- 
QUATIERBACKS This is going to be i interesting. Sixth-year senior Todd Boeck- duce more takeaways. Also, it’s time for 


man put together an All-Big Ten season in his first year as a starter in 2007 and the offense to find a higher gear with run- 
has everything needed to be successful in his return engagement. He is especially _ ning back Beanie Wells now able to domi- 
adept at connecting on the deep ball and is an underappreciated athlete for some- nate on the ground, a dangerous passing 
one with a 6'4", 244-pound frame. However, Boeckman is a natural risk-taker in the game and a battle-tested offensive line. 
pocket who prefers to burn defenses with the big play. Along with his 25 touchdowns, 
he threw 14 interceptions, some of them coming at inopportune times. Plus, the coaches 
would like to offer foes a change-up and seem to have an ideal one in the form of true 
freshman Terrelle Pryor, a supreme athlete with mind-boggling mobility and a cannon 
for a right arm. Pryor could impact the position the way Tim Tebow did at Florida as 
a freshman. Then again, he could find himself in a third-string role behind Antonio 
Henton, the listed backup coming out of the spring and dual threat in his own right. 
V/VG BACKS When an Ohio State tailback returns from an All-Big Ten season, 
he sina becomes a preseason Heisman Trophy candidate. That certainly is the case 
with Beanie Wells, who rambled for 1,609 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns as a soph- 
omore last season and was voted team MVP. Those who doubt Wells’ breakaway speed 
might want to pop in a tape of the BCS National Championship Game, when the 237- 
pounder left the vaunted LSU secondary in his wake on a 65-yard scoring burst on the 
first possession of the contest. If he performs like he did in the last six games of last sea- 
son (967 yards, 6.2 per carry, 9 TDs), hardware surely will follow, and Eddie George's 
single-season school record of 1,927 rushing yards could be in jeopardy. There is solid - - 
depth at the position with versatile senior Maurice Wells, speedy sophomore Brandon BRIAN ROBISKIE 
Saine and hard-nosed redshirt freshman Daniel “Boom” Herron all at the ready. Fullback 
is an entirely different story with the loss of three seniors. So far, no answers have 
emerged, which could result in more split-back and three-receiver formations. 


2008 SCHEDULE 


ERS The wideouts are led by the steady tandem known simply as the A. 30 Youngstown State Ww 

Brians — Robiskie and Hartline. Robiskie played all season with a torn menis- S. 6 Ohio UW 

cus in his knee and still turned into a star with 55 catches for 935 yards, 11 S. 13 at USC 2 
scores and several highlight-reel plays. Hartline is sneaky-fast and possesses soft 5: 20 Troy _ = _W 2 
hands. He had 52 catches last season and proved he could take punishment over the S- 27 Minnesota as _W e 
middle of the field and hang on to the pigskin. Finding a third receiver who can earn (9+ 4_ at Wisconsin w/e 
the trust of the coaches and quarterbacks will be key. Look for Dane Sanzenbacher to 9 LL_Purdue W F 
emerge. At tight end, Rory Nicol and Jake Ballard will be almost interchangeable. 0. 18 at Michigan State Wis 
0. 25  PennState _ W 2 
NVEMEN The left side is large, meaty and experienced with tackle N. 8 at Northwestern _W & 
Alex Baie and guard Steve Rehring back to move people in the trenches. Also, N. 15 at Illinois ‘ 3 
Jim Cordle returns at center, and Ben Person is back at right guard. Both made N. 22 Michigan Wee 
notable strides last season. Right tackle is the only other unsettled spot in the of- *Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 4 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss = 
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fense besides fullback, but youngster Bryant Browning took a large step to secure Kirk Barton’s old 
spot with a productive spring. The reserves up front are young and largely unproven. Ideally, the 
first unit will remain healthy and allow more time for development behind it. 

DEFENSIVE LINEMEN There's no doubt that the Buckeyes will miss stud defensive end Vernon 
Gholston and his 14 sacks, but several key linemen with disruptive qualities are back. Last year’s 
most pleasant surprise, the bullish Cameron Heyward, returns to one end spot and is expected to 
start on the side opposite the player he replaced last season, Lawrence Wilson. A broken leg in the 
opener sidelined Wilson, but he has made a full recovery and figures to be Ohio State’s best pure 
pass rusher this season. Inside, co-defensive coordinator Jim Heacock has the luxury of being able 
to rotate four players with nearly equal assets in Nader Abdallah, Todd Denlinger, Dexter Lari- 


more and Doug Worthington. 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (9) 


80 Brian Robiskie (Sr.) 

9 Brian Hartline (Jr) 
75 Alex Boone (Sr.) 
71 Steve Rehring (Sr.) 
64 Jim Cordle (Ur) 


12 Dane Sanzenbacher (So.) 
4 Ray Small (dr) 

73 Josh Kerr (So.) 

67 Kyle Mitchum (Sr.) 

66 Andrew Moses (ur.) 


LINEBACKERS There may not be a 
better 1-2 punch in the nation than 
James Laurinaitis and Freeman, swift 
and cunning defenders who have com- 
bined for 429 tackles, 29.5 for a loss. Lauri- 
naitis is the headline act after winning the 
Butkus Award and then, stunningly, deciding 
to return for his senior season. “He's got the in- 


RG_ 63 Ben Person (Sr) 77 Connor Smith (S0.) tangibles, and that’s the most important thing,” 
Bee STU: on (SO aE Seer Up co-defensive coordinator and linebackers coach 
Hee ASS poe babel WY) Luke Fickell says. “He knows what he’s got to 
Bs - ss eee é ae do, and if he continues to improve like he has, 
RB 28 Beanie Wells (dr) 34 Maurice Wells (St) Sho ngs wae Hie cE chinigt he Sin acest 

plish this year.” Blessed with great lateral speed 
DEFENSE (9) and pursuit, Freeman is a perfect fit at weak- 
DE 87 Lawrence Wilson (Jr) 90 Thaddeus Gibson (So.) side linebacker. On the strong side, the Buck- 
DT 92 Todd Denlinger (Jr) 72. Dexter Larimore (S0.) eyes likely will employ a shared approach with 
a a pieces a = aan. Curtis Terry and Ross Homan filling in for the 
Ti Wl Marcus Erecheal(Gehteec Lies Lint departed Larry Grant. Up-and-coming Tyler 


MLB 33 James Laurinaitis (Sr.) 


OLB 


55 Curtis Terry (Sr.) 


38 Austin Spitler (dr) 
26 Tyler Moeller (So.) 


Moeller also could fit into the picture. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS This is yer an- 


CB 2 Malcolm Jenkins (Sr.) 13 Andre Amos (Jr) | h f h. Ohio S ; 

€B 20 Donald Washington (ur) 5 Chimdi Chekwa (So.) BA ean ae re eats nee 

SS 4 Kurt Coleman (dt) 3 Jamario O'Neal (Sr) ES wealthy stock of talent in the second- 

FS 21 Anderson Russell (Jr.) 8 Aaron Gant (Jr) any beginning with Thorpe Award fron- 
trunner Malcolm Jenkins, who has the makeup 

sicleebhacery ist Kis tendon Sane a to be the top cover corner in the country. Jenk- 

yan Pretorius (Sr. randon Saine (So. oS oles ection Festa ait 
BIS Airspace) PRS ran Hering We) ins also excelled at safety in nickel packages. 


Donald Washington is back at field corner, 
where he played admirably last season. Safeties 
Kurt Coleman and Anderson Russell could not 


come up with an interception last season but were solid in coverage and willing tacklers, especially 
near the line of scrimmage. Chimdi Chekwa, who doubles as a track standout, is the most likely 
candidate at nickel back. He, too, is sticky in man-to-man situations. 


SPECIALISTS Ryan Pretorius and A.J. Trapasso are standouts at placekicker and punter, respec- 
tively. Aaron Pettrey is recovered from a hip injury and will be called upon to boom kickoffs and push 


Pretorius, a 29-year-old South African native, on placements. The Buckeyes were dismal on kickoff 


returns last year and also were leaky at times at covering kickoffs. Saine and Herron could provide 
a boost on kickoff returns, while Hartline and Robiskie bring steady hands to punt returns. 


SCOUTING THE BUCKEYES 


OPPOSING COACHES Size UP onio State “For a first-time starter and the expectations that go along with 
replacing a Heisman Trophy winner (Troy Smith), what a great job (Todd) Boeckman did, taking his 
team to the national championship game and a Big Ten championship. I don’t think he missed a 
throw against us. He’s a heck of a football player. ... Offensively, they do have weapons. We'd all 
like to see Chris Wells leave early. ... They’ve got (quarterback) Terrelle Pryor coming in that I’m 
sure they’re going to use. They'll bring him in on certain situations. You don’t get a kid like that with- 
out promising him he’s going to play. They’ll have a package for him and he’ll be tough to defend. ... 
The areas they’ve been exposed a little bit, when you watch them in the championship games, is 
their offensive line has not lived up to their standards. LSU beat them up pretty good. Florida ran 
right by them. ... In the Big Ten, they can hang with anybody. People talk about the speed difference in 
the SEC or Pac-10. It’s not speed at the skill positions because Ohio State has speed at the skill posi- 
tions. It’s the front seven of people’s defenses, like LSU and Florida, that manhandled Ohio State.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Oops OSU fans were so giddy on March 
19, they didn’t seem to mind that Terrelle 
Pryor may not know the official name of 
the school. When the nation’s top recruit 
finally announced his choice six weeks 
after Signing Day, he leaned toward a 
table full of microphones and said he had 
opted for, “The University of Ohio State.” 


Loading up School administrators had a 
busy offseason in terms of rounding out 
future schedules. One opening was filled 
late in the spring when OSU made an 
agreement with the U.S. Naval Academy. 
The Buckeyes will host Navy in the 2009 
opener and have promised to return a 
game to the Annapolis region in 2014. 
Ohio State, which faces non-conference 
foes USC, Miami (Fla.) and Virginia Tech 
in coming years, also finalized a home- 
and-home series with Oklahoma. 


All| done Todd Boeckman, Steve Rehring 
and a pair of walk-on reserves, Andrew 
Good and Zach Willis, graduated at the 
end of winter quarter March 16. Boeck- 
man, who is now a graduate student, 
grayshirted and redshirted before letter- 
ing for the Buckeyes and will be 24 years 
old at the start of the season. 


RISING STAR 
The only OSU player — 
who departed early le ? 
for the NFL after last 
season was defen- 


sive end Vernon Ghol- 
ston, but the 
Buckeyes are discov- 
ering they may have 
a difference-maker in 
waiting at that “Leo” 
spot in the form of 
6'3", 240-pound sophomore Thaddeus 
Gibson, a converted linebacker with a 
mean streak. 


Laurinaitis: John Grieshop 
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4 eS 
es 2008 OHIO STATE ROSTER 


“KE 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN — OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 

14 Bauserman, Joe 6-2/220 Fr. Strasburg, VA 68 Blankenship, Evan 

17 Boeckman, Todd 6-4/244 Sr, St.Henry,OH 75 Boone, Alex 

7 Henton, Antonio 6-1/236 So. Fort Valley,GA 50 Brewster, Mike 

RUNNING BACKS HUWT CL HOMETOWN — 70 Browning, Bryant 

46 Christian, K.C. 5-11/209 So. Kitts Hill, OH 64 Cordle, Jim 

35 DeLande, Bo 6-0/184 Fr. Hilliard, OH 65 Ebner, Doug 

33. Gantz, Joe 60/199 dr. Wooster, 0H 73 Kerr, Josh 

2 Herron, Dan 5-10/193 Fr. Warren,OH 97 Malone, Chris 

49 Lukens, Ryan 60/238 Sr. Lebanon,OH 95 Miller, Andrew 

43 Olson, Aram 6-2/240 So. Columbia,sc 67 Mitchum, Kyle 

3 Saine, Brandon 61/217 So. Piqua,OH 66 Moses, Andrew 

48. Smith, Spencer 62/225 Fr. Cincinnati, OH 63 Person, Ben 

28 Wells, Chris 61/237 Ut Akron,OH 72 Rehring, Steve 

34 Wells, Maurice 5-10/196 Sr. Jacksonville, FL 76 Shugarts, J.B. 

24 Williams, Marcus 510/202 So. Ironton, OH ae Spe Scott 

RECEIVERS HTWT CL HOMETOWN 9 ae such 
Crawford, Ricky 6-2/215 So. Lewis Cente,OH — 77 Smith, Connor 

9 Hartline, Brian 62/186 dr. North Canton, OH 

89 Hummel, Garrett 5-11/183 So. Shelby, OH DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 

13 Kacsandi, Ben 61/209 Sr, Wooster, OH 93. Abdallah, Nader 

83. Potokar, Dan 60/180 Jr. Grove City,OH 92 Denlinger, Todd 
Roark, Chris 5-10/179 Fr. Kettering, OH 90 Gibson, Thaddeus 

80. Robiskie, Brian 63/199 Sr. Cleveland,OH 69 Gray, Bryan 

15 Ruhl, Kyle 61/164 Sr. Powell,OH 97 Heyward, Cameron 

12 Sanzenbacher,Dane  5-11/175 So. Toledo,OH 57 Ingham, Tom 
Schuck, Ryan 60/204 dr Selinsgrove, PA 44 Johnson, Mark 

6 Schwartz, Grant 60/194 So. DanaHills,CA 72 Larimore, Dexter 

4 Small, Ray 5-11/180 ur. Cleveland,OH 95 Rietschlin, Chris 

10 Torrence, Devon 61/193 So. Canton, OH 9 Rose, Rob 

19 Washington, Taurian 6-2/179 So. Orchard Lake,MI 98 Thomas, Solomon 

TIGHT ENDS HT/WE <CL_—_-HOMETOWN 7 Wison, Lawrence 

86 Ballard, Jake 66/256 ur Springboro, OH mNOn Ua 

46 Larson, J.D. 6-4/229 dr. Ventura,CA LINEBACKERS 

88 Nicol, Rory 6-5/252 Sr. Beaver, PA 1 Freeman, Marcus 

87 Smith, Brandon 6-2/251 Sr. Euclid, OH 7 Hines, Jermale 

2008 SIGNEES 

Mike Adams OL 6-8 310 Dublin, OH 

Michael Brewster OL 65 300 Orlando, FL 

Ben Buchanan K/P 6-0 ~—- 200 Westerville, OH 

Nic DiLillo TE 65 237 Madison, OH 

Zach Domicone DB 63 215 Xenia, OH 

Garrett Goebel DL 65 280 Villa Park, IL 

Travis Howard DB «661 = =180 Miami, FL 

Orhian Johnson DB 6-2 178 Gulfport, FL 

dermil Martin RB 6-0 227 Cleveland, OH 

Willie Mobley DL 63 265 Eden Prairie, MN 

DeVier Posey WR 63 205 Cincinnati, OH 

Terrelle Prior QB 65 235 Jeannette, PA 

Shawntel Rowell OL 6-4 304 Cleveland, OH 

Etienne Sabino LB 6-3 230 Sunny Isles, FL 

J.B. Shugarts OL 68 300 Klein, TX 

Jake Stoneburner WR 65 = 225 Dublin, OH 

Andrew Sweat LB 6-2 225 Washington, PA 

Lamaar Thomas WR/RB 5-11 186 Ft. Washington, MD 

Keith Wells DL 65 210 Gainesville, GA 

Nathan Williams DL 6-4 245 Washington C.H., OH 


The prize of this class — and of the nation, for that matter — came well after 
Signing Day as Terrelle Pryor, the No. 1 player in the Athlon Consensus 100, finally 
ended website-clogging speculation and inked a letter-of-intent with Ohio State in 
March. A program as blessed as any with attracting incoming waves of talent over 
the years, the Buckeyes had not been known for closing on No. 1 quarterback 
prospects until now. Less headline-grabbing but possibly more important was OSU 
landing a triumvirate of top-shelf offensive linemen in Michael Brewster, Mike 
Adams and J.B, Shugarts. All three are ranked in the Athlon Consensus 100. Also, 
the carousel of outstanding linebackers figures to continue with Etienne Sabino 
and Andrew Sweat now on board. The biggest need, defensive line, also was ad- 
dressed with the signing of five prospects who project to play there. Most formi- 
dable from that group appears to be Garrett Goebel (No. 82, Athlon Consensus 
100), an Illinois product and former state heavyweight wrestling champ. 
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6-4/321 


HI/WT 
6-4/300 
6-2/292 
63/240 
6-2/285 
6-6/287 
6-1/243 
6-3/250 
6-2/300 
6-4/270 
65/285 
6-5/240 
6-4/274 
6-6/276 


HT/WT 


6-1/239 
62/210 


cL HOMETOWN —51._- Homan, Ross 6-0/229 So. 

Fr. Monaca,PA 41 Jackson, Tony 5-11/227 Fr. 

Sr. Lakewood,OH 33 Laurinaitis, James 6-3/240 Sr. 

Fr. Orlando,FL 26 Moeller, Tyler 6-0/216 So. 

So. Cleveland, OH 36 Rolle, Brian 5-11/221 So. 

Jr Lancaster,OH 38 Spitler, Austin 63/234 dh. 

Sr. Hershey, PA 55. Terry, Curtis 6-1/229 Sr. 

So. Strongsville, OH DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL 

So. Gahanna,OH 13 Amos, Andre 61/183 Jt. 

So. Washington, PA 5 Chekwa, Chimdi 60/188 So. 

St Erie,PA 32 Clifford, Eugene 6-2/191 Fr 

ur. Dublin, OH 4 Coleman, Kurt 511/188 dr. 

Sr. Xenia,OH 30. Evege, Donnie 511/189 Fr. 

St WestCheste, OH 8 Gant, Aaron 60/194 dr. 

Fr Klein, TX 2 Jenkins, Malcolm 61/201 Sr. 

So. Strongsville, OH 29. Lane, Shaun 510/175 Sr. 

Sr. Mt-Carmel,PA 3. O'Neal, Jamario 60/205 Sr. 

So. _Canton,OH — 14 Oliver, Nate 60/215 Fr. 

So. Cincinnati,OH 23. Patterson, Nick 61/209 Sr. 

cL HOMETOWN 29. Pentello, Rocco 60/194 Fr. 

St Metairie, LA 2 Russell, Anderson 6-0/205 dr. 

de Troy, OH 11 Scott, James 5-10/170 So. 

0. Euclid, OH 20. Washington, Donald 60/194 dr. 

Sr. Antwerp,OH SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL 

So. Suwanee, GA m1 Barclay, Devin (K) 5-11/195 So. 

dr Centerville,OH 94 Bartholomew,Ben(P)  5-10/178 Fr. 

So. Los Angeles,CA 24 Gentry, Tyson (P) 6-2/165 Sr. 

So. Merrillville, IN 53 Howe, Patrick (LS) 6-2/204 So. 

Jr. Crestline,OH 41 Mattimoe, Mike (K) 511/160 Jr 

Jr Cleveland,OH 96 McQuaide, Jake (LS) 6-2/219 So. 

Fr. West Chester,OH 20 Pettrey, Aaron (K) 62/199 Ur 

Jr Akron,OH 85. Pretorius, Ryan (K) 5-9/169 Sr. 

Jr Athol Springs, NY 48 Thoma, Jon (P) 62/201 dr. 

fal HOMETOWN 15 Trapasso, A.J. (P) 60/229 Sr. 

Sr. Huber Heights, OH 

So. Cleveland, OH 

): 14-2 ( 

TE. OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
S. 1 Youngstown State W 38— 6 
S. 8 Akron W 20>"2 
S.15 atWashington W 33-14 
S.22 Northwestern W Ses A/ 
S.29 at Minnesota W 30-7 
0. 6 at Purdue WwW 23-7 
0.13 Kent State Ww 48- 3 
0.20 Michigan State Ww 24-17 
0.27 at Penn State WwW 37-17 
N. 3. Wisconsin Ww 38-17 
N.10 Illinois L 28-21 
N.17 at Michigan Ww 14- 3 
J. 7 #LSU L 38-24 

#BCS Championship 


Coldwater, OH 
Columbus, OH 

Hamel, MN 
Cincinnati, OH 
Immokalee, FL 
Bellbrook, OH 
Cleveland, OH 


HOMETOWN 
Middletown, OH 
Clermont, FL 
Cincinnati, OH 
Clayton, OH 
Huber Heights, OH 
Orchard Lake, MI 
Piscataway, NJ 
Hubbard, OH 
Cleveland, OH 
Lakewood, OH 

St. Louis, MO 
Westerville, OH 
Atlanta, GA 
Daytona Beach, FL 
Indianapolis, IN 


HOMETOWN 
Annapolis, MD 
Columbus, OH 
Sandusky, OH 
Cincinnati, OH 
Atlanta, GA 
Cincinnati, OH 
Raceland, KY 


Durban, South Africa 


Louisville, OH 
Pickerington, OH 


ATT 
105,038 
104,317 

74,927 
105,178 
51,611 
65,497 
105,051 
105,287 
110,134 
105,449 
105,453 
111,941 
79,651 


2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS 
Todd Boeckman 299 191 =. 2,379. 
Rob Schoenhoft 25 7 129 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 
Chris Wells 274 1,609 5.9 
Maurice Wells 103 367 3.6 
Brandon Saine 60 267 4.4 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 
Brian Robiskie 55 935 17.0 
Brian Hartline 52 694 13.3 
Ray Small 20 267 13.4 


Kicking: Ryan Pretorius, 18-23 FGs, 48-49 XPs, 102 points 
Tackles: James Laurinaitis, 121; Marcus Freeman, 109 
Sacks: Vernon Gholston, 14 

Interceptions: Malcolm Jenkins, 4 


INT 


Returning Players in Bold 
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by Jeff Rapp 


The noise was deafening. LSU fans tend to be !oud when they are 
winning national titles and their team happens to be playing in New Orleans. 


The Tigers, or the Bayou Bengals as they are known in N'Awlins, gs } 
were putting the finishing touches on a 38-24 statement victory spe samme 
over Ohio State in the BCS National Championship Game on se 
Jan. 7. Meanwhile, their counterparts were sifting through their 
souls amid the din and celebration that lasted well after the 
game and was still audible in the team locker room. 


Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 


t was a painful but significant moment 

for the OSU program — and one that 

is sure to be revisited if the tables are 

turned this coming January and the 
Buckeyes somehow are able to discard the 
BCS title game albatross. 

As successful as Ohio State has been under 
head coach Jim Tressel — 73 wins in 89 
games, one national championship and four 
Big Ten titles in seven years — these have 
been trying times of late. 

The program took a blow to the solar 
plexus on Jan. 8, 2007, as the Buckeyes were 
drubbed 41-14 in the title game by Florida. 

Last season, OSU lost grip of its season- 
long No. 1 ranking in a stunning home loss to 
Illinois in November. And the hope of re- 
turning to the national championship and a 
shot at redemption appeared to be lost. 

However, a wacky season of college foot- 
ball upsets continued as, one-by-one, teams 
ahead of Ohio State in the BCS standings 
began to fall — Oregon, Oklahoma, LSU, 
Kansas, Missouri, West Virginia. 

The Buckeyes had slithered their way back 
to the top spot, and their faith in destiny was 
restored when it was announced they were 
paired with LSU in the BCS finale. 

“T would have bet everything I had that we 
were going to win that game,” OSU line- 
backer Marcus Freeman says. “That's the kind 
of confidence I had in our team.” 

Clearly, though, it was the Tigers’ night, 
and the Buckeyes once again had to answer 
for failure. After the game, offensive tackle 
Alex Boone said he feared even flipping on his 
television set or opening up a newspaper. 

“T can't even wait to hear what they're going 
to be saying next year,” he told reporters in 
the Superdome locker room. “They might 
just say we all should just jump off a bridge 
or something.” 

That's how much respect the Buckeyes felt 
despite winning 30 of their last 33 games, 
earning the No. 1 ranking in the country in 
consecutive seasons, setting an all-time Big 
Ten record of 20 consecutive league wins and 
claiming the top spot in the BCS standings 
the last two seasons. The hurt is still evident 
going into this season. 

“We've had two opportunities on the 
largest stage and haven't come up with wins, 
so naturally you have to take the criticism for 
what it is,” Tressel says. 

However, Tressel and his players aren’t en- 
tirely glum heading into the 2008 campaign. 
The Buckeyes are loaded once again and de- 
termined to return to the BCS promised land. 

It started virtually minutes after the loss to 
LSU when several key juniors who were in 
position to bolt the program for the riches of 
the NFL began to look at the other side of the 
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matter, Pondering a return and then commit- 
ting to it in the coming days were linebacker 
James Laurinaitis, cornerback Malcolm Jenk- 
ins, receiver Brian Robiskie, Boone and Free- 
man. Any one of them could have heard his 
name called in the draft but saw more benefit 
in staying. 

In fact, the only Buckeye to leave early was 
fourth-year junior Vernon Gholston, who 
made good on that decision when the New 
York Jets selected him sixth overall. 

An All-American and the reigning Butkus 
Award winner, Laurinaitis probably would 
have gone in that same Top-10 pick range. 
Jenkins, Boone and possibly others also could 
have been first-day draft selections. 

Freeman says the subject churned in him 
as the seconds ticked off the game clock in the 
Superdome. 

“I remember sitting on the bench and 
thinking, “Man, it’s happening again,” he 
says. “I was sure I was going to come back, 
and after the game I was like, ‘Do I want to do 
this again? What if this happens again?’ It was 
so emotional because it’s like climbing a hill 
and then falling down. But after the game we 
were in the shower and we were all talking. Ir 
was me, Boone, Malcolm, James and they 
were like, ‘I’m coming back. I don’t want to 
leave like this,’ and we all started talking about 
it. We all had to take our time and go home 
and have our own thoughts. But when I heard 
those guys saying, “Hey, let’s come back and 
do it again. Let’s make another run at it,’ that’s 
something that you want to be a part of.” 

Freeman recalls that it was Boone who first 
sounded serious about the idea. Jenkins then 
chimed in and the others eventually followed. 

“After the game, I already knew how I felt 
from the year before, so I wasn’t really too, too 
down, and I was able to clearly think about 
it,” says Jenkins, who is a frontrunner for the 
Thorpe Award. 

“Me, James and a couple other guys talked, 
and we decided we were having the time of 
our lives. I’m not ready to really make foot- 
ball a job, per se. I'm having fun here, College 
is everything it’s cracked up to be. I’m enjoy- 
ing myself, and I have a lot of other things I 
want to get involved in. I’m enjoying my time 
here and I’m going to continue to enjoy it so 
I can make my decision worthwhile.” 

Jenkins was one of 13 OSU juniors who 
submitted a request to the NFL to see where 
they ranked in the eyes of scouts. He came 
back despite being the top-ranked player at 
his position by some analysts. 

So did Laurinaitis, OSU's fierce middle 
linebacker. He says some of his friends ques- 
tioned him turning down guaranteed money 
but adds, “A lot of people have given me 
praise for making that decision.” 


Plus, the detractors don’t fully understand 
the importance of the kinship Laurinaitis has 
with his classmates, he says. 

“A lot of guys, when we came in, gor close 
when we met on recruiting visits and things 
like that, and it has lasted,” says Laurinaitis, 
the Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year. 

“We have a bond together and got together 
and said, ‘Hey, let’s finish this out together.’ 
We want to finish it.” 

Adds Jenkins: “Since our freshman year 
we've been talking about coming in and leay- 
ing together. We all kind of had the vibe 
where we're a real tight class, so we wanted to 
stay together. The decision wasn’t real hard for 
us. Once one person said they wanted to de- 
cide to stay then everyone else was on the 
same wavelength.” 

Freeman agrees. 

“T think when you play ata place like Ohio 
State, the support you get and the friends and 
the family you make here is incredible,” he 
says. “We're lifelong friends, and to finish to- 
gether as a group is going to be something 
special. We're definitely happy to be back.” 

That goes double for Robiskie, who un- 
derwent arthroscopic surgery to repair a torn 
meniscus in his knee in February and missed 
almost all of spring drills. When asked if sit- 
ting out of practice and watching friends like 
Gholston prepare for a professional career 
makes him regret his decision, he said, “I don’t 
think there's going to be a point this year in 
which I’m saying that. That was a decision I 
made, and when I made the decision I said I 
wasnt ever going to say that.” 

All of the returning stars admit they have 
designs on returning to the title game, which, 
of course, is far from guaranteed with a sched- 
ule that includes trips to USC, Wisconsin and 
Illinois. 

“Those guys coming back is great,” says 
tight end Rory Nicol, yet another senior and 
one of 18 returning starters on the roster. 

“Tr just speaks to the type of people that 
they are. They like to be here; they like to be 
around the team. We're excited to have them 
back. They're great players and obviously 
they're really going to help us.” 

That is an obyious understatement consid- 
ering all five players are legitimate candidates 
for national honors and awards. But the quin- 
tet did not return for more decorations. The 
driving force without question will be trying 
to win the elusive national title. 

“If you think about it, that’s ridiculous be- 
cause it’s so hard just to get there,” Laurinaitis 
says, “and we know that firsthand from the 
last two years. But it would be our way to put 
our footprint on history and college football if 
we could do that. 

“Te’s not about proving anybody wrong.” 
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NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


23 


BIG TEN 
PREDICTION 


~. HEAD COACH: JOE PATERNO RECORD AT SCHOOL: 372-125-3 (42 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 372-125-3 (42 YEARS) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: GALEN HALL DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TOM BRADLEY 
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA. BEAVER STADIUM (107,282) 


MW) ome predict the 2008 season will be Joe Paterno’ last as head football coach 
we at Penn State. It’s not a unanimous opinion by any means, and it doesn't nec- 
= n J essarily reflect the feelings of the Nittany Lions themselves. But you can't help 
(2 but wonder. 

Paterno will be 82 years old when he heads to Florida or California or whichever 
sunny locale bids the Lions welcome this December. He hasn't done much recruiting 
the past two years due to health problems, and at least one high-profile prospect has by- 
passed Penn State because of uncertainty over its eventual coaching changeover. Mean- 
while, Paterno’s relationship with Old Main has reportedly grown strained, and fans 
are grumbling about the team’s recent run of off-field trouble and its nine consecutive 
losses to Michigan. 

If Paterno’s 43rd season is indeed his last, he'll have a fighting chance to go out on a 
high note. The Lions need to break in a new quarterback and replace defensive stand- 
outs Dan Connor, Sean Lee and Justin King, but they return 18 players with substan- 
tial starting experience and boast outstanding offensive and defensive lines and a host 
of fine receivers. They also return specialists Kevin Kelly and Jeremy Boone. 

Last year’s team talked openly in the spring about challenging for the national cham- 
pionship. That didn’t happen. The Lions finished 9-4 with a visit to the Alamo Bowl. 

This year’s team is more circumspect, but no less hopeful. Even the ever-cautious Pa- 
terno can't help but feel upbeat. “I think,” he says, “we've got the makings of a pretty 
good football team.” 


P When in doubt, Penn 
State usually favors the more experi- 
enced candidate. This year, that man is 
Daryll Clark. A charismatic senior from 
Youngstown, Ohio, Clark put a charge in 
Penn State's offense in its bowl victory over Texas A&M last December, subbing in for 
Anthony Morelli on a series of fiendishly effective draw plays. Although he’s not as 
quick as former standout Michael Robinson, to whom he is often compared, Clark is 
a threat to run, as he proved in rushing for 50 yards and a touchdown against the Ag- 
gies. But can he pass? More to the point, can he pass well enough to hold off strong- 
armed sophomore Pat Devlin? That's to be determined. Clark has attempted only 36 
passes to date and is eager to dispel reports that he’s better at using his feet than his 
arm, “That's the one thing I am trying to silence,” he says. “I want to silence all the crit- 
ics who think of meas a runner first.” If history is any guide — and it usually is — Clark 
will get the nod going into the opener against Coastal Carolina. But Devlin, a former 
Parade A\\-American who backed out of a commitment to Miami to sign with the Lions, 
is apt to see action. 


SUARTERDRACHS 
LIVAKIENBA 


Penn State has won three straight bowl 
games. In the past three years, the Lions 
have defeated Florida State in the Orange 
Bowl, Tennessee in the Outback Bow! and 
Texas A&M in the Alamo Bowl. 


RUNNING BACKS Redshirt sophomore tailback Evan Royster is itching to start after 
looking sharp during his apprenticeship last season. Backing up Rodney Kinlaw, the 
6'1", 212-pound Royster rushed for 513 yards and averaged 6.3 yards a carry. He fin- 
ished off Texas A&M in the Alamo Bowl, romping for a 38-yard go-ahead touchdown 
in the Lions’ 24-17 victory. Behind Royster is Stephfon Green. He's the smaller of the 
two tailbacks, measuring 5'10", 190 pounds. But he’s also quicker, and his speed 
should give the Lions a breakaway threat they lacked in 2007. Dan Lawlor is the pre- 
sumed starter at fullback, but it’s likely to be a part-time job as the Lions continue to 
de-emphasize the position to exploit their depth at wideout. 
RECEIVERS The Lions have an abundance of first-rate pass catchers. Deon Butler and 
Jordan Norwood are both experienced, sure-handed seniors, able to stretch a defense or 
go over the middle and make the tough catch when necessary. They should fit nicely 
into Penn State's much-tweaked offense, which quarterbacks coach Jay Paterno has la- 
beled an “HD spread.” Then there's Derrick Williams. The senior was presumed to be 
the best of the bunch heading into the 2005 season. But while the Lions have done 
everything in their power to get the ball in his hands — screens, reverses, direct snaps, 
you name it — he’s yet to truly break out. If spring practice is any indication, he'll line 
up all over the place again with the Lions as eager as ever to make use of his tremen- 
dous acceleration. Penn State has a potentially great pass-catching tight end in Andrew 
Quarless, but the junior keeps running afoul of Paterno. A DUI arrest in March did lit- 
tle to help his cause as he tries to bounce back from a disappointing sophomore season. 
JFFENSIVE LINEMEN Barring injury, the line should be a strength. All five starters 
return from a unit that allowed only 20 sacks last year while helping Penn State aver- 
age 194 yards rushing. Gerald Cadogan and Dennis Landolt are the tackles, with Rich 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE 
NITTANY LIONS 


Penn State has the look of a Big Ten title 
contender. The Lions return 18 players with 
substantial starting experience, an out- 
standing offensive line and their top three 
pass-catchers. Yes, they need to find a new 
quarterback and tailback, but there ap- 
pears to be ample raw material on hand. 
So why is there so much concern? Maybe 
because this program isn’t known for pop- 
ping out polished quarterbacks on de- 
mand. Maybe because the schedule 
dispatches the Lions to Ohio State and 
Wisconsin, where they have won a com- 
bined two games since joining the Big Ten. 
Maybe because the secondary looks thin. 
Maybe because linebacker Sean Lee is out 
for the season. Or maybe it’s just a feeling. 
Except for their magical 11—1 season in 
2005, the Lions have fallen short of great- 
ness in the past decade, sometimes far 
short. This year’s team looks better than 
most of those teams did going into the 
season, but its fate could hinge on a three- 
game stretch in October in which it will 
face Wisconsin, Michigan and Ohio State in 
successive weeks. The break-even point, at 
least as far as public opinion is concerned, 
is probably 2—1. Any worse and Beaver 
Stadium’s title-hungry multitudes will rise 
up against Joe Paterno. Any better and 
they’ll probably throw him a parade. 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A. 30 Coastal Carolina W 
S. 6 Oregon State W 
S. 13 _at Syracuse _ W 
S. 20 Temple W 
S. 27 Illinois Sd 

0. 4 atPurdue W 
0. 11 _atWisconsin L 

0.18 Michigan x 

0.25 atOhioState L_ 
N. 8 atIowa _W 
N.15 Indiana W 
N. 22 Michigan State W 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Willams: Bruce Schwartzman; Royster: Ball Wood 
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Ohrnberger and Stefen Wisniewski at guard and A.Q. Shipley at center. Paterno worries about 
depth, but the first team looks to be as good as any offensive line Penn State has had since the Jeff 
Hartings-led lines of the early 1990s. 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Penn State is loaded at end. Josh Gaines is a solid, experienced 
player who is entering his third season as a starter. Junior Maurice Evans is a one-man gang, 
having racked up 14 sacks and 25 tackles for a loss in his first two seasons. The interior line 
could also be tough, but there are concerns going into the season. While the Lions have 
plenty of talent at tackle, they haven't been able to keep it on the field. Phil Taylor and Chris Baker, 
both of whom started games last fall, were suspended for spring practice because of legal/discipli- 
nary issues. Injuries have also hurt, with Jared Odrick (dislocated ankle) and Devon Still (torn knee 
ligaments) working their way back to active duty. With so many absentees, Ollie Ogbu and Abe 
Koroma started at tackle in the spring. They'll have some company come August. 


DEPTH CHART 


tll The Lions suffered a major 
setback when Lee went down with a knee in- 


OFFENSE (8) 


WR 2 Derrick Williams (Sr.) 


3 Deon Butler (Sr.) 
24 Jordan Norwood (Sr.) 


83 Brett Brackett (So.) 
6 Derek Moye (Fr.) 
5 Graham Zug (So.) 


jury in spring practice. Expected to be a 
Butkus Award short-lister, the senior outside 
linebacker made 138 tackles last year to rank 


LT 76 Gerald Cadogan (Sr.) 
LG 64 Rich Ohrnberger (Sr.) 
C 57 A.Q. Shipley (Sr.) 

RG 61 Stefen Wisniewski (So.) 
RT 73 Dennis Landolt (ur.) 

TE 82 Mickey Shuler (ur) 

QB 17 Daryll Clark (Sr.) 

TB 22 Evan Royster (So.) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE 47 Josh Gaines (Sr.) 
DT 91 Jared Odrick (Jr.) 
DT 85 Ollie Ogbu (So.) 

DE 48 Maurice Evans (Jr.) 
OLB 15 Bani Gbadyu (So.) 
LB 53 Chris Colasanti (So.) 
OLB 46 Tyrell Sales (Sr.) 
CB 10 Lydell Sargeant (Sr.) 
CB. 1 AJ. Wallace (ur) 

SS 7 Anthony Scirrotto (Sr.) 
FS 9 Mark Rubin (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 23 Kevin Kelly (Sr.) 
P 41. Jeremy Boone (Jr) 


75 Nerraw McCormack (Sr.) 
74 Johnnie Troutman (Fr) 
50 Mike Lucian (Sr.) 
66 Josh Marks (Fr.) 
79 Ako Poti (Sr.) 
10 Andrew Quarless (Jr.) 
7 Pat Devlin (So.) 
21 Stephfon Green (Fr.) 


second in the Big Ten. His probable replace- 
ment, sophomore Bani Gbadyu, made six. 
Elsewhere, Chris Colasanti will probably end 
up plugging the hole in the middle brought 
about by Connor's graduation. He's only a 
sophomore, but his fierce demeanor has won 
raves in practice. Penn State does have a vet- 
eran starter in outside linebacker Tyrell Sales. 
With Lee missing, the Lions will need to lean 
on the fifth-year senior a little harder than ex- 
pected this fall. Maybe a lot harder. 


56 Eric Latimore (Fr.) 
97 Abe Koroma (So.) 
92 Chima Okoli (Fr) 
59 Aaron Maybin (So.) DEFENS 
13 Andrew Dailey (Fr.) 
43 Josh Hull (dr) 

34 Nate Stupar (Fr) 
11 Tony Davis (Sr) 

20 Devin Fentress (ur.) 
27 Chaz Powell (Fr) 
28 Drew Astorino (Fr) 


) Much of Penn State’s 
defensive strategy the past three seasons was 
predicated on King’s success at neutralizing the 
opponents top receiver. The most likely can- 
didate to step into his role is A.J. Wallace. The 
6'1" junior has been hailed as a rising star since 
his freshman season, and he looked ready for 
prime time in the Alamo Bowl, finishing with 
five tackles and an interception. Lydell 
Sargeant returns at the other cornerback spot, 
and Tony Davis is back at his former position 
after playing safety last fall. Even if he doesn’t 
start, Davis should see action in the nickel de- 
fense. The Lions have a big-time safety in third-year starter Anthony Scirrotto. A hard-hitting sen- 
ior, Scirrotto led the team in interceptions last year with three. 


KR 1 AJ. Wallace (ur) 
PR 2 Derrick Williams (Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS Kelly may be “his own worst enemy sometimes,” as Paterno has suggested. But he 
did make 20-of-26 field goal attempts as a junior, finishing fourth in the Big Ten in scoring. Boone, 
a former walk-on, had a marvelous sophomore season, leading the Big Ten in punting average at 
43 yards per attempt. The return game appears to be in capable hands with Wallace and possibly 
Green handling kickoffs and Williams and Scirrotto sharing punt-return duties. 


SCOUTING THE NITTANY LIONS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP PENN STATE “They’re a really scary team because their front seven should 
be outstanding. They’ve got two defensive tackles who are big-time players. Maurice Evans is a 
big-time player. ... Losing (cornerback) Justin King will hurt. ... The offensive line is a good of- 
fensive line, but it’s not one of the best in the league. ... They’ve had good recruiting classes. I 
think they are back on track. I think they’ll continue to be a top program. ... If they make a 
wholesale change (after Joe Paterno), I think they’ll go through a rough patch. There are all 
kinds of names out there. ... Greg Schiano might be able to make it work. His offense is Big Ten 
style. He just signed a long-term deal, so it’s going to be interesting. ... (Ohio State signee) Ter- 
relle Pryor killed them. They still control most of Pennsylvania, but everybody’s raiding it like they 
raid Florida. They do a great job in their state, but they don’t have it on total lockdown like they 
did in the past. ... The thing that’s hurt them a little bit lately in recruiting is just the instability of 
when is Joe finally going to go. They lost some guys that they wouldn’t normally lose.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Deal or no deal Joe Paterno is so eager 
to continue coaching that he apparently 
doesn’t care whether he has a contract to 
do so. His current pact expires after the 
2008 season, but he’s prepared to keep 
going in the absence of a new deal. “If 
I’ve got to have a contract to keep my job 
here, ’m in the wrong place,” he said. 


Pryor engagement No one was sur- 
prised when blue-chip recruit Terrelle 
Pryor chose Ohio State over Penn State. 
But he caught some Nittany Lion follow- 
ers off-guard with his candor when he 
said he would have taken the school’s 
scholarship offer more seriously if defen- 
sive coordinator Tom Bradley were as- 
sured of succeeding Paterno as coach. 


Brian’s (swan) song Safeties coach 
Brian Norwood left Penn State in Decem- 
ber to become defensive coordinator at 
Baylor, and his departure nearly cost the 
Lions one of their top recruits: defensive 
back D’Anton Lynn. The Texas-bred Lynn 
reconsidered his options but ultimately 
decided to follow through on his commit- 
ment after receiving a visit from recruit- 
ing coordinator Mike McQueary and 
Norwood’s replacement, Kermit Buggs. 


‘MAURICE EVANS 


RISING STAR 


Redshirt fresh- 
man Stephfon 
Green dazzled 
last year as a 
member of the 
scout team. He 
was So impres- 
sive — and Penn 
State was so thin 
at tailback — 
that the coaching 
staff nearly 
scrapped plans to hold him out. He 
should make a big impact with Rodney 
Kinlaw and Austin Scott gone. 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Evans: Bruce Schwartzman 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN ~— 82. Shuler, Mickey 
15 Cianciolo, Paul 6-4/219 Sr. Charleston,SC 80 Szczerba, Andrew 
V7 Clark, Daryll 6-2/231 Sr. Youngstown,OH — QFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
7 Devlin, Pat 6-4/222 So. Downingtown, PA 67. Barham, Quinn 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 76 Cadogan, Gerald 
25 Beachum, Brandon 60/212 Fr. Youngstown,OH 77 Eliades, Lou 

32 Carter, Brent 6-2/211 So. Pottstown, PA 68 Klopacz, Doug 

44 Federoff, Larry 5-11/237 Ur. Aliquippa, PA 73. Landolt, Dennis 
39 Golarz, Tom 61/238 dr. Bloomington, IN 50. Lucian, Mike 

21 Green, Stephfon 5-10/190 Fr. Bronx,NY 66 Marks, Josh 

33 Lawlor, Dan 6-2/244 Sr Mechanicsburg,PA 75 McCormack, Nerraw 
22. Royster, Evan 61/212 So. Fairfax, VA 64. Ohrnberger, Rich 
37 Suhey, Joe 61/215 Fr. Deerfield, IL 79 Poti, Ako 
RECEIVERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 97 Shipley, A.Q. 

38. Ahrenhold, Tyler 60/169 Fr. Blue Bell, PA 72 Stout, Kyle 

35 Alfreno, Jesse 511/193 So. Grove City, PA 74 Troutman, Johnnie 
83. Brackett, Brett 6-6/235 So. Lawrenceville, NU 69 Walton, J.B. 

3 Butler, Deon 5-10/168 Sr Woodbridge, vA 61 Wisniewski, Stefen 
9 Cousins, Kevin 63/205 ur. Richmond, VA DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
20 Gmerek, Ryan 5-8/183 So. Houtzdale,PA 48 Evans, Maurice 
84 Mauti, Patrick 5-10/190 ur. Mandeville, LA 47, Gaines, Josh 

8 McDonald, James 62/198 dr. Washington,DC 97 Koroma, Abe 

6 Moye, Derek 65/196 Fr. Rochester, PA 44. Latham, Kevion 
24 Norwood, Jordan 5-1/171 Sr. State College, PA 56 Latimore, Eric 

2 Williams, Derrick 60/194 Sr Greenbelt, MD 59 Maybin, Aaron 

5 Zug, Graham 6-2/176 So. Manheim,PA 55 NcEowen,Tom 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 9.“ Odrick, Jared 

81 Coakley, Brennan 6-4/255 dr. Newtown, CT 85 Ogbu, Ollie 

88 Ditto, Jon 63/230 Fr. Monroeville, PA 92 Okoli, Chima 

87 Miskinis, Greg 6-5/245 Sr. Lewistown, PA 51 Stewart, Jonathan 
10 Quarless, Andrew 65/252 dt. Uniondale, NY 71 Still, Devon 


2008 SIGNEES 


Brandon Beachum RB 6-1 220 Youngstown, OH 
Jack Crawford DE 66 240 Richland, Nd 
Mike Farrell OL 65 265 Pittsburgh, PA 
D’Anton Lynn DB 6-1 180 Celina, TX 
Peter Massaro DE 6-4 = 235 Newtown Square, PA 
Michael Mauti LB 6-1 225 Mandeville, LA 
DeOn’tae Pannell OL 65 305 Beverly Hills, MI 
A.J. Price WR 6-4 175 Reston, VA 
Matt Stankiewitch OL 6-4 290 Schuylkill Haven, PA 
James Terry OT 63 300 Wilmington, DE 
Brandon Ware OT 6-4 320 Harrisburg, PA 
Mark Wedderburn TE 625) 235 Sringfield, PA 
Mike Yancich LB 63 225 Washington, PA 
Michael Zordich LB 6-2 225 Youngstown, OH 


Saddled with a smaller-than-usual scholarship complement and a flu-ridden Joe 
Paterno, Penn State didn’t have one of its better recruiting years. The Lions signed 
only 14 players, then watched as Pennsylvania blue-chipper Terrelle Pryor left his 
home state to sign with Ohio State. Of the players Penn State did sign, the most 
promising are at positions at which the team is currently deep. So even though 
linebackers Michael Zordich, Mike Yancich and Mike Mauti have great credentials, 
they aren’t likely to make a sudden impact. Nor are tight end Mark Wedderburn and 
receiver A.J. Price expected to contend for immediate playing time. The one player 
who could potentially fill an urgent need is defensive back D’Anton Lynn. But that, 
too, is conjecture. The only certainty at this point is that recruitniks will be eyeing 
the Lions a lot more closely next year when they have a full load of scholarships to 
give out. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


2008 PENN STATE ROSTER 


6-4/251 
6-6/252 


HI/WT 
6-3/283 
6-5/314 
6-4/309 
6-3/288 
6-4/309 
6-2/290 
6-4/315 
6-5/292 
6-2/291 
6-3/304 
6-1/297 
6-5/293 
6-4/318 
6-3/293 
6-3/288 


HT/WT 
6-2/264 
6-1/275 
6-3/316 
6-2/237 
6-6/262 
6-4/236 
6-4/274 
6-5/308 
6-1/292 
6-4/287 
6-2/236 
6-5/296 


Jr. Enola, PA LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
Fr Wilmington, DE 53. Colasanti, Chris 6-2/232 So. Leonard, MI 
CL HOMETOWN 13. Dailey, Andrew 6-2/230 Fr. Massillon, OH 
Fr, Durham, NC 15 Ghadyu, Bani 6-1/221 So. — Gaithersburg, MD 
Sr Portsmouth, OH 5 Hayes, Jerome 6-2/246 dr Bayonne, Nu 
So. Ocean, Nu 43 Hull, Josh 63/231 dr. Millheim, PA 
So. Hasbrouck Hts., NU 45 Lee, Sean 6-2/234 Sr. Pittsburgh, PA 
dr Burlington, NU 30. Matzkin, Josh 6-0/219 So. Tampa, FL 
Sr New Market, MD 42. Mauti, Michael 6-2/220 Fr. Mandeville, LA 
Fr Catawissa, PA 46 Sales, Tyrell 6-2/233 Sr. Butler, PA 
Sr Bronx, NY 34 Stupar, Nathan 6-1/220 Fr State College, PA 
Sr East Meadow, NY 22 Thompson, Shaine 60/212 Fr. Bronx, NY 
Sr. Daly City,CA DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
Sr. Coraopolis,PA 28 Astorino, Drew §-10/190 Fr. Edinboro, PA 
So, Ashland,OH 11. Davis, Tony 510/195 Sr. Warren, OH 
Fr. Brown Mills,NJ 20 Fentress, Devin 5-10/179 dr. Chesapeake, VA 
Fr. Indian Head, MD 6 Harriott, Willie 5-8/183 dr New Haven, CT 
So. Bridgeville, PA 29 Jeffries, Cedric 6-2/210 So. Egg Harbor Township, NU 
cL HOMETOWN 16 McCullough, Shelton 60/178 So. Randallstown, MD 
De Brooklyn, NY 27 Powell, Chaz 6-1/194 Fr New Freedom, PA 
Sr Ft Wayne, IN 9 Rubin, Mark 63/216 Sr. Amberst, NY 
50. Hershey, PA 10 Sargeant, Lydell 5-10/186 Sr. Lompoc, CA 
Fr Greensboro, NC 7 Scirrotto, Anthony 6-0/192 Sr West Deptford, NU 
Fr Middletown, DE 26 Sukay, Nick 6-1/202 Fr. Mt. Pleasant, PA 
So. Ellicott City, MD 1 Wallace, A.J. 6-1/188 dr Waldorf, MD 
So. Feasterville, PA SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
Jr. Lebanon, PA 41 Boone, Jeremy (P) 5-9/184 Jr Mechanicsburg, PA 
So. Staten Island, NY 49 Breen, Ryan (P) 6-2/194 Fr. Clarkston, MI 
Fr. VirginiaBeach, VA 23. Kellly, Kevin (K) 5-7/164 Sr. Langhorne, PA 
Fr. North Huntingdon, PA 50. Pitz, Andrew (LS) 6-3/245 dr. Bettendorf, IA 
Fr Wilmington, DE 36 Wagner, Collin (K) 5-9/170 So. State College, PA 
S. 1 Florida International W 59- 0 107,678 
S. 8 Notre Dame W 31-10 110,078 
S.15 Buffalo W 45-24 107,506 
S.22 at Michigan L 14- 9 111,310 
S.29 at Illinois fi 27-20 57,078 
0. 6 Iowa Ww 27-7 108,951 
0.13 Wisconsin W 38- 7 109,754 
0.20 at Indiana Ww 36-31 41,521 
0.27 Ohio State ib 37-17 110,134 
N. 3. Purdue Ww 26-19 108,318 
N.10 atTemple Ww 31- 0 69,029 
N.17 at Michigan State L 35-31 72,251 
D.29. #Texas A&M W 24-17 66,166 
#Alamo Bowl 
PASSING All COMP ¥DS 1D INT 
Anthony Morelli 402 234 = 2,651 19 10 
Daryll Clark 9 6 31 0 0 
RUSHING ATT DS AVG TO 
Rodney Kinlaw 243 1,329 5.5 10 
Evan Royster 82 513 6.3 5 
Derrick Williams 55 529 9.6 } 
Deon Butler 47 633 13.5 4 
Jordan Norwood 40 484 12.1 3 
Terrell Golden 30 345 11.5 3 


Kicking: Kevin Kelly, 20-26 FGs, 44-45 XPs, 110 points 
Tackles: Dan Connor, 145; Sean Lee, 138 
Sacks: Maurice Evans, 12.5 


Interceptions: Anthony Scirrotto, 3 
Returning Players in Bold 
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HEAD COACH: JOE TILLER RECORD AT SCHOOL: 83-54 (11 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 122-84-1 (17 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ED ZAUNBRECHER DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: BROCK SPACK 
WEST LAFAYETTE, IND. ROSS-ADE STADIUM (62,500) 


oe Tiller is optimistic. Maybe that’s because “Hope springs eternal” in his final 
season as Purdue's head coach. Or maybe he really does believe his team has 
some talent despite having to replace five starters on defense, including its 
sacks, interceptions and tackles leaders and its two biggest playmakers on of- 
fense. 

“I think we could have a good team,” Tiller says. “I don’t know if I’m trying to talk 
myself into something or what, but I really don’t think our losses are as big as people 
think they are. Maybe that’s good. Maybe people think we've got some huge losses. 

“T don’t view it that way.” 

There certainly seem to be questions abounding. 

There’s only one linebacker returning who has any starting experience, and there's 
hardly depth at the position. The center position needs to be filled, and the choices are 
players without experience. There's no true punter on the roster. Quarterback Curtis 
Painter has to prove he can win against tough competition — and he will have to do it 
by relying on a mostly new group of receivers. 

The Boilermakers have some bright spots with an experienced backfield and a deep, 
talented defensive line. But that likely won't be enough to challenge for a Big Ten cham- 
pionship. 

Instead, they'll probably settle for wrapping up Tiller’s career with an 11th bow! trip 
in his 12 seasons with the program, That certainly wouldn't be a bad finish for the man 
who will leave as the program's winningest coach. 


QUARTERBACKS By the time Painter's career is 
done, he'll likely leave as the school’s record 
holder in every major passing category. He 
needs 267 completions and 3,030 yards to move 

in front of Drew Brees in those career categories. 
Barring injury, that should happen. On the way, 
he'll pass Kyle Orton and Mark Herrmann in many categories. He's already left Jim 
Everett behind. But rarely is Painter mentioned when discussing great Purdue quarter- 
backs. That's largely due to his inability to perform against quality opponents. In three 
seasons, he’s 0-7 and has a combined two TD passes and eight interceptions against 
Ohio State, Michigan, Wisconsin and Penn State. His flawless, last-minute drive that 
led to a game-winning field goal in the Motor City Bowl last season has boosted his con- 
fidence, he says. That also happened to come using a hurry-up offense, a style Purdue 
hopes to employ more. But Painter must continue to make strides. The slow starts can't 
continue, and he has to keep his interception total down. Regardless of how Painter 
fares, expect to see a healthy dose of Justin Siller, an athletic quarterback who is accu- 
rate on shorter routes, the kind that fill up Purdue's playbook. 


Joe Tiller is two victories shy 
of moving past Jack Mol- 
lenkopf to become Purdue’s 
all-time winningest 

football coach. 


RUNNING BACKS Jaycen Taylor and Kory Sheets have formed a nice combination 
in the past, but Sheets may see his playing time suffer if he continues to fumble. He's 
had trouble learning when to try to break a play and when to give up on one, and he 
started getting yanked for dropping balls by the middle of the season. Taylor may not 
have the big-play capability of Sheets, but he is more reliable. He’s a north-south run- 
ner who can get the tough yards inside the tackles, and he’s also a solid blocker and a 
threat catching the ball out of the backfield. 

RECEIVERS Greg Orton is the only returning starter. He’s a talent, though — a 6'3", 
200-pounder who excels at snagging balls by leaping over smaller defensive backs. He 
should get some help from junior college transfers Arsenio Curry and Aaron Valentin, 
much in the same mold as Orton. They’re big, physical guys who aren't “allergic to 
blocking,” Tiller says. The 6'4" Curry has good hands and likes to be physical. Valentin 
may be the most talented of the bunch, with great route-running ability, good speed and 
athleticism. It helped that Valentin participated in spring ball. Curry will enroll in the 
summer. Their development will be crucial. Tight end Kyle Adams doesn’t have Dustin 
Keller's athleticism but is sure-handed and will catch plenty of passes because Purdue 
likes to utilize the position. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Left tackle Sean Sester has made 38 consecutive starts, but 
he’s the only player back with that kind of experience. Zach Jones (right tackle) and 
Zach Reckman (left guard) were first-year starters last season, but they missed spring ball 
(as did Sester) while recovering from surgeries. That could have been valuable time for 
them to develop, especially considering they'll be adjusting to a pair of new starters up 
front. The biggest question is at center. Converted defensive tackle Jared Zwilling bat- 
tled last year’s backup Cory Benton for the spot in the spring, but it may not matter with 
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TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE 
BOILERMAKERS 


The last two seasons, Purdue hasn't per- 
formed to its talent level. It’s no secret. 
“We've kind of progressed, but we 
haven’t gotten there yet,” quarterback 
Curtis Painter says. Making the next step 
could sit squarely on Painter’s shoulders. 
His worst statistical games in his three 
seasons as a starter have been against 
the best opposing defenses. If he doesn’t 
play like a senior quarterback, continually 
poised and making the best decisions, the 
Boilermakers could see a repeat of the 
last several seasons — a quick start in 
non-conference followed by a quick fade 
when the Big Ten powers hit the schedule. 
This season, that’s right from the start. 
Purdue opens conference play with Penn 
State and Ohio State, Winding up in the 
top or bottom half of the Big Ten also 
could hinge on the defensive linemen’s 
ability to get pressure on quarterbacks. If 
they shine early, it could allow the 
coaches the luxury of finding the right mix 
at linebacker and in the secondary. It'll be 
nice if that is the case, and if Painter 
emerges as a true star. For all that coach 
Joe Tiller has done for the program, he 
deserves to be sent out in style. It’s too 
bad that won’t be in the form of his first 
10-win season with the Boilermakers. 


fal 


GREG ORTON - 


2008 SCHEDULE 


6 Northern Colorado W 

3 Oregon L 

. 20 Central Michigan af 
S. 27 at Notre Dame os 
0. 4 Penn State L 
0. 11 at Ohio State ait 
0. 18 at Northwestern ‘3 
0. 25 Minnesota W 
Nea MichiGanaaee = ea 
N. 8 at Michigan State i 
N. 15 atIowa L 
N. 22 Indiana ie 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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Painter; Orton: Steve Woltmann 
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freshman Andrew Brewer's arrival. Even before offseason conditioning, Brewer was lifting loads 
(benching 400 and squatting 550), and that strength could have him contending for the spot. 
Consider, too, that Purdue operates almost exclusively in the shotgun, so having a first-year starter 
at center could be interesting. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The line is the strength of the defense and perhaps the team. Tiller says 
the tackle position “maybe has never been as good as it is” with seniors Alex Magee, Ryan Baker 
and Jermaine Guynn and junior Mike Neal. Changes to the defensive alignment and read respon- 
sibilities up front should free up the explosive young ends to get to the quarterback. Sophomore 
Ryan Kerrigan and junior Keyon Brown surged at the end of last season and should start, but ultra- 
quick redshirt freshmen Nickcaro Golding and Gerald Gooden will get plenty of playing time. 
“They'll come off the edge as good as anybody we've had here in awhile,” Tiller says of Golding and 
Gooden. 


LINEBACKERS Last season, Anthony Hey- 
good was a first-year linebacker and the least- 
experienced player to get time ar the position. 
Now, he’s the leader of an even younger group 
: 
— and one that’s not very deep. Heygood often 
had trouble reading the offense, realizing if a 
play was a run or a pass. But when he made the 


OFFENSE (6) DEPTH CHART 


WR 21 Greg Orton (Sr.) 
WR 6 Desmond Tardy (Sr.) 
17 Aaron Valentin (Jr) 
LT 74 Sean Sester (Sr.) 
LG 75 Zach Reckman (Jr) 


Arsenio Curry (So.) 

8 Keith Smith (So.) 
Jordan Brewer (Fr) 

51 Garret Miller (Sr.) 
50 Eric Hedstrom (ur) 


C78 Cory Benton (St) 54 dared Zwilling (dr) right reads, he was explosive. He has nice speed 
RG_72 Justin Pierce (S0.) 76 Rick Schmneig (Fr) and agility to play on the outside, but he's also 
Bo cach vores (i) peasey Ove (r) tenacious enough to play in the middle. Other 
ES eee) a8 lt SASS than Heygood, though, there aren't any proven 
Se es tener ee ill options Jason Werner has had a history of back 
RB 33 daycen Taylor (Sr) 24 Kory Sheets (Sr.) : ; pier 


problems, though he got more playing time in 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 94 Ryan Kerrigan (So.) 
DT 71 Alex Magee (Sr.) 
DT 90 Ryan Baker (Sr.) 
DE 95 Keyon Brown (Jr) 


SLB 42 Anthony Heygood (Sr.) 


MLB 27 Kevin Green (So.) 
WLB 29 Jason Werner (Sr.) 


97 Gerald Gooden (Fr) 

79 Jermaine Guynn (Sr.) 

92 Mike Neal (Jr) 

49 Nickcaro Golding (Fr.) 

57 Tyler Haston (So.) 
Chris Carlino (Fr.) 
Dwayne Beckford (Fr) 


the middle as last season progressed and likely 
will start on the weak side. Tiller is counting on 
true freshmen Chris Carlino and Dwayne Beck- 
ford to be physical enough to play immediately. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Royce Adams could 
wind up back in the starting lineup at corner- 
back almost by default. He lost his starting job 


CB 10 Royce Adams (ur:) 4 Fabian Martin (Sr.) , David Pende 5 anh teri 
CB 35 David Pender (Jr.) 15 Charlton Williams (So.) ASE SEARO £0) RAVE EERO, a SEC BESS 
SS 20 Brandon Erwin (Jr) 2 Torri Williams (Sr) player who uses his length and leaping ability to 
FS 7 Brandon King (ur) 31 Josh McKinley (So.) break up passes. But that move was easy to 
make because senior Terrell Vinson was playing 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


a lock-down role at the other corner spot. Vin- 
son is gone now, depleting a position that al- 
ready had little depth. There’s more talent and 
depth at safety. Returning starter Brandon King 
packs a wallop in his 5'11", 195-pound frame. 
Keep an eye on Torri Williams. If he can finally play a full season — he’s had foot surgery, a broken 
leg, a dislocated knee and is coming off a ruptured Achilles’ — that will boost the safety spot. 


K 13 Chris Summers (ur.) 
P —-13 Chris Summers (ur.) 


KR 6 Desmond Tardy (Sr.) 
PR 6 Desmond Tardy (Sr) 


SPECIALISTS After a dismal freshman season, kicker Chris Summers spent extra time in the off- 
season working with kicking guru Doug Blevins. The tweaks worked. Summers made 18-of-22 field 
goals last season, 10 more in two fewer attempts than as a freshman. He also handled kickoffs last 
season and did a nice job of mixing up squib kicks, corner kicks and booming ones into the end zone. 
He may have little choice but to add punting to his list of responsibilities this season, unless a new- 
comer emerges or Tiller decides to utilize Brody McKnight’ ability to “rugby kick.” 


SCOUTING THE BOILERMAKERS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP PURDUE: “The tight end (Dustin Keller) didn’t get the credit. I thought he 
was one of the best tight ends in the country. He was a mismatch. You played him in man, who 
takes him, the safety or the linebacker? You put a safety on him, you’ve got a size mismatch. You 
put a linebacker on him, you’ve got a speed mismatch. So Keller and Dorien Bryant really com- 
plemented each other well. ... (Curtis) Painter is a very talented quarterback. He manages the 
game really well. He doesn’t typically put them in a bad play or put them in a bad situation. He 
does a nice job of protecting the football. ... Their run game got it going the last half of the year 
last year. They always play hard up front. ... On defense, they’ve been in the top half of the 
league. They’re going to graduate some guys there, but (Alex) Magee’s coming back inside. Both 
ends are gone and two of their three linebackers. They’re always going to have speed, they’re al- 
ways going to play tough. Brock (Spack) does a great job. They try to make you play left-handed, 
and they play to their strength, which is their speed.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


First love Head coach in waiting Danny 
Hope is relishing the opportunity to coach 
the offensive line again after spending 
the last five seasons as head coach at 
Eastern Kentucky. “That's my favorite 
thing to do and always has been,” he 
says. He’s certainly had success molding 
talent. During his first stint with Purdue 
from 1997-2001, Hope’s tutelage helped 
send seven players to the NFL. 


Tough slate Ohio State, Michigan and 
Penn State are on the Big Ten Conference 
schedule, and Oregon, Central Michigan 
and Notre Dame are lined up for non-con- 
ference play. That has Tiller wondering: 
Can his Boilermakers handle a schedule 
that he called “maybe more challenging 
than at any time we’ve been here”? 


Addition by subtraction Dorien Bryant 
left Purdue as one of the school’s most 
productive receivers, ranking second in 
career catches, third in receiving yards 
and tied for fifth in touchdown catches. 
So is it odd to say the team may be better 
off without him? Bryant didn’t exactly like 
to practice, and that kind of negative atti- 
tude often rubbed off on teammates. 
Without him around, the energy level of 
the receivers improved dramatically. 


BRANDON KING 


-= RISING 


Wide receiver Aaron 
Valentin didn’t start 
playing football until 
his senior year of 
high school, which is 
likely why the offers 
didn’t roll in from Di- 
vision I schools. So 
he headed to Erie 
(N.Y.) Community Col- 
lege and excelled in its spread offense, 
a perfect environment to groom him 
for Purdue. Coaches are raving about 
Valentin’s size (6'L", 205 pounds), 
hands, route-running and athleticism. 


STAR 


ERIE 
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King: Steve Woltmann 


2008 PURDUE ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 46 Lindsay, Jeff 6-4/238 So. Macomb, MI LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
17 Bennett, Chris 63/201 dr. Dayton,OH © 89 McKey, Colton 65/256 Fr  TheWoodlands,TX 22 Calloway, Ronald 6-2/209 Jr. Canal Winchester, OH 
14 Elliott, Joey 62/21 dr. Evansville, IN 80 Wasikowski, Jerry 6-4/255 Sr. Cudahy, WI 81 Greaves, DeVarro 6-2/208 Fr. Folkston, GA 
12 Painter, Curtis 6-4/230 Sr. Vincennes, IN OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 27’: Green, Kevin 6-2/236 So. North Chicago, IL 
16 Panfil, Jeff 6-5/226 So. Fort Worth, TX 53 Barry, Dan 6-2/309 Fr. Mentor,0H 57 Haston, Tyler 63/222 So. Avon, IN 
5 Siller, Justin 6-4/220 Fr. Detroit, MI 78 Benton, Cory 63/287 Sr Indianapolis, IN 42 Heygood, Anthony 6-2/230 Sr. Chester, PA 
55 Chacksfield, Mike 65/292 Fr. Cincinnati,OH 39 Humphrey, John 6-1/237 So. Youngstown, OH 
pry neg ee s Batak 50 Hedstrom, Eric 6-6/292 Jr. Arlington Heights, IL 52 Shaw, Jarrod 5-11/221 dr Fort Wayne, IN 
25 Dierking, Dan 5-10/186 So Wheaton, IL 61 Jones, Zach 65/300 dr. Plainfield, IN 29 Werner, Jason 6-4/221 dr. Greenwood, IN 
44 Halliburton, Frank 63/251 dr Indianapolis, IN 64 McCulley, Connor 61/265 Fr. Walton, IN 38 Williams, Danny 6-2/197 Fr. Granger, IN 
- y 51 Miller, Garret 68/275 Sr. Bay City, TX 
34 Harris, Malcolm 5-9/189 Fr. East Orange, Nu 65 Moret, Austen 62/282 Fr Whitefish Bay, WI DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
40 Matti, Sean 5-11/229 Fr. Shoreview, MN 72 Pierce. Justi 6-4/314 , : 10 Adams, Royce 60/190 Jr Cleveland, OH 
e, Justin So. Tom Bean, TX “ ’ 4 
24 Sheets, Kory 60/206 Sr. Manchester, CT 73 Plue, Ken 67/361 Fr Rensselear. NY 41 Conway, Mike 5-11/189 Fr Indianapolis, IN 
33 Taylor, Jaycen 5-10/180 Sr. Hawthorne, CA 77 Prater, Ryan 65/286 So. Dallas, TX 3 Duong, Frank 58/178 Sr. Osceola, IN 
RECEIVERS HT/WT CL © HOMETOWN 75. Reckman, Zach 6-6/308 Je Cincinnati, oH 20 Erwin, Brandon Pe rs ON spac iad 
38. Barbarette, Td. 56/160 Fr, Mount Vernon,IN- 76 Schmeig, Rick 63/312 Fr Cincinnati, oH 30 Holland, Joe SAZEWN Fs 1 nsaneniis: DY 
26. Carroll, Patrick 61/181 Fr. Bloomfield Hills, MI 74 Sester, Sean 67/325 Sr FortThomas, KY 7 King, Brandon SLUTS SMa ROOMS, GA 
3 Gravesande,Waynelle 6-0/169 Fr. Irvington, NJ 63. Shepherd, James 6-6/309 Fr, Crofton, Ky 37. Link, Logan 6/218 Fr West Liberty, OH 
82 Lichtenberg, Kurt 61/179 Fe Warrenville, L_- 54 Zwilling, Jared 6-4/293 de Evansville, IN. _4 Martin, Fabian peers S Gia, 0- 
18 McBean, Roberto 60/192 Sr Berkeley,CA DEFENSIVELINEMEN -HT/WT.«CL_=Ssts*WHOMETOWN 2 MCKinlew Josh 61/218. So, Leander, TX 
84 Muhammad, DeAundre 510/175 Fr. Fort Wayne,IN- 90. Baker Ryan 65/00 Sc. “IndianarolisjIN;) >> eodes Devid GV/180 ue Folkston, GA 
21 Orton, Greg 63/200 Sr. Dayton, OH 95 Brown, Keyon 63/28 Je ‘Homewood, 1.78 Thompson, Mark SO Ep = Terns 
86 Sherman, Derrick 511/191 Fr. Cincinnati, OH — 98 Chapman, Corey 6-2/234 So, Indianapolis, IN 5 Williams, Charlton 6-2/200 So. Tamarac, FL 
8 Smith, Keith 62/226 So. FortHood,TX 49 Golding, Nickearo. «65/225 Fr Evanston, 1. 2 Wiliams, Torr Seep heures it 
87 Staats, Kris 61/197 So, LaPorte, IN 97 Gooden, Gerald 63/25 Fr Hooks, 1X, 26) Willams; Walter,“ ~-5:10/201 .So.y- Columbus, OH 
6 Tardy, Desmond 61/199 Sr Indianapolis, IN 79. Guynn, Jermaine 61/288 Sr Indianapolis, IN. 43. Wolf, Adam 511/204 ut Tampa, FL 
17 Valentin, Aaron 61/205 dt Freeport, NY 94 Kerrigan, Ryan 6-4/255 So. Muncie, IN SPECIALISTS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
83 Whitest, Joe 6-2/195 Sr. Belle Glade, FL 71 Magee, Alex 6-4/295 Sr. Oswego, IL 62 Huffman, Andy (LS) 6-3/287 dr. Montpelier, IN 
19 Whittington, Brandon 6-2/213 Sr. —Colllingswood,NJ 99 Mondek, Nick 66/275 Fr. Naperville, IL 8 McKnight, Brody (K/P) 5-10/188 Fr. Vancouver, BC 
TIGHT ENDS HTI/WT CL HOMETOWN - mea a - eet 13 Summers, Chris(K/P) 6-1/179 dr. Fishers, IN 
85 Adams, Kyle 65/251 ur Austin, TX 4 4 , 
96 Finch, John 6-3/245 So. Carmel, IN 


2008 SIGNEES 2007 RESULTS 


RECORD: 8-5 (3-5 BIG TEN) 


EWaNe Paakiord Nee Re pe Srvngton, Nd DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE ATT. 
Alvin Blackmon WR 61 190 Corinth, TX S43  attoleds Ww 59-24 26.100 
Ralph Bolden ATH 865-9 = 185 Folkston, GA S. 8 Eastern Illinois Ww 52- 6 52:50 4 
Andrew Brewer fe 6-4 250 Huntington, WV . 5 es . 
Hardaninrener WR 65 290 Carmel, IN Sc15 Central Michigan Ww 45-22 60,038 
Monroe Brooks DE 66 240 Palatine, IL S.22 at Minnesota W 45-31 47,483 
Chris Carlino iB 62) 2S Fishers, IN S.29 Notre Dame w 33-19 65,250 
Mike Chacksfield T 65 292 Cincinnati, OH 0. 6 Ohio State L 23-7 65,497 
LaSalle Cooks DE 63 225 Orlando, FL 0.13 at Michigan L 48-21 110,888 
Arsenio Curry WR 64 210 Rufkin, FL 0.20 Iowa W 31- 6 58,123 
Peters Drey T 66" 0275 Theodore, AL 0.27 Northwestern Ww 35-17 58,237 
Albert Evans ATH 60 195 Gary, IN N. 3 at Penn State L 26-19 108,318 
Nnamdi Ezenwa LB 6-2 210 Acworth, GA N.10 Michigan State L 48-31 55,630 
Kevin Green cB 5-10 180 Tallahassee, FL N.17 at Indiana L 27-24 50,741 
Derek Jackson LB 62 215 Glen Allen, VA D.26 #Central Michigan Ww 51-48 60,624 
Robert Maci DE 64 225 Fishers, IN #Motor City Bowl 

Eric Mebane DE 6-4 225 Grand Prairie, TX 

Ken Plue OL 67361 Rensselear, NY 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 

Gavin Roberts S 6-1 205 Somerset, Nd 

Rick Schmeig Thee 163.8 “202 Cincinnati, OH PASSING Am COMP YDS = 1D INT 
Kawann Short DT 64 280 East Chicago, IN Curtis Painter 569 356 = 3,846 29 il 
Caleb TerBush QB 4865 = =©«210 Metamora, IL Joey Elliott 24 13 147 1 1 
Tommie Thomas S 6-2 175 Robbins, IL RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 

Aaron Valentin WR 61 205 Freeport, NY Kory Sheets 168 859 5.1 ll 

Carson Wiggs P/K 60 200 Grand Prairie, TX Jaycen Taylor 107 560 5.2 4 

Purdue needed offensive linemen and receivers and filled both needs by finding RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 

players who can play immediately. Guard/tackle Ken Plue was a beast before he Dorien Bryant 87 936 10.8 8 
stepped on campus in the spring, checking in at 6'7", 361 pounds. Andrew Brewer Dustin Keller 68 881 13.0 7 

could be in the mix at center. Losing four-star wide receiver recruit Roy Roundtree Greg Orton 67 752 11.2 3 

at the last moment — he told coaches the night before Signing Day he was com- Selwyn Lymon 40 450 11.2 2 


ing, only to sign with Michigan — dropped the receiving class a notch. But junior 
college transfers Aaron Valentin and Arsenio Curry and freshman Jordan Brewer 
give the Boilermakers three physical, talented options. It would have been nice to 
add more help in the secondary, but the current projected starters still are young. 


Kicking: Chris Summers, 18-22 FGs, 56-56 XPs, 110 points 

Tackles: Terrell Vinson, 84; Anthony Heygood, 80 

Sacks: Cliff Avril, 6.5 

Interceptions: Terrell Vinson, 5 Returning Players in Bold 
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Danny Hope got his first 
shot coaching under 
Joe Tiller by default. 

Or at least that’s the 
way Tiller tells the story. 


fter Howard Schnellen- 
berger ended his one-year 
stint with Oklahoma fol- 
lowing the 1995 season, 
Hope, an assistant coach at 


OU, was scrambling for a job. Hope had 
some contacts on Wyoming’s staff, where 
Tiller had an opening. Tiller knew Hope by 
reputation only, though he did have some in- 
formation stored in a just-in-case file. That 
was enough to bring Hope in for an interview, 
which went well. But Tiller still intended to 
bring in another candidate, a former gradu- 
ate assistant who had experience with a one- 
back offense. 

Hope, known for his straightforward na- 
ture, didn’t understand why. 

“He ain't a better coach than me,” Tiller 
says, slipping into Hope's Southern draw! to 
relay the conversation. “I said, ‘I don't know. 
I'm going to bring him in and interview him. 
‘Well, I can whip him, I'll promise you that.’ 
It was interesting. 

“(Hope) did leave without the job being of- 
fered to him, but he had it offered to him after 


about 24 hours because the other guy stiffed 
us. He never knew that.” 

Hope’s return to Tiller’s staff in 2008 was a 
bit more deliberate. 

When Tiller informed Purdue athletics di- 
rector Morgan Burke he was going to retire 
after this season, two years before his contract 
was up, Burke assembled a committee to find 
Tiller’s replacement. 

Burke knew he would go the succession 
route, largely because of his perception that 

= that’s how “great organizations perpetuate 

| / yr themselves.” It also happened to be a plan that 
ee —” ' worked well for the Purdue men’s basketball 
program in 2004-05 with Gene Keady and 
: Matt Painter. Other football programs are also 
taking a similar path: Florida State and Ken- 
tucky already have announced in-house suc- 


—~ ive 5) is) SS cessors for Bobby Bowden and Rich Brooks, 
— | , eo) respectively, and Wisconsin's planned transi- 
—_! a BR es} ow” tion was smooth when Barry Alvarez gave way 
to Bret Bielema. 
=> a. In Purdue's case, bringing on someone with 
\ —/ i ‘i = ties to the school may have been the only way 
2) <a dia) tty ge) GS N 4 this transition could have worked. 


Hope spent one year at Wyoming before 
moving with Tiller to Purdue in 1997 and re- 
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mained on the staff as the offensive line coach 
until 2001. He returned to Purdue this spring 
after serving as Eastern Kentucky's head coach 
for five seasons. That gave Hope the preferred 
mix of someone who understood Purdue’s 
culture, including its limitations, and also 
someone who had spent time garnering ideas 
in other environments. 

It’s unlikely Tiller would have welcomed 
spending his final year working with someone 
unfamiliar with the program, especially con- 
sidering current Purdue defensive coordinator 
and long-time assistant Brock Spack was one 
of the four finalists for the job. 

But even Spack was raving when Hope was 
hired in January, echoing Tiller’s sentiments 
and deeming Hope the “right man at the right 
time” for the program. 

He better be. 

Tiller certainly is responsible for raising ex- 
pectations — perhaps unrealistically so — at 
Purdue, and he will retire as the program's 
winningest coach. But in the last four seasons, 
the Boilermakers have managed only a 28-22 
record, havent finished better than fourth in 
the Big Ten and have been forced mostly to 
settle for lower-tier Big Ten bowl tie-ins. In- 
dications are, though, that Hope has the right 
mix of intensity, experience, personality and 
recruiting prowess to get the program moving 
forward again. 

He certainly wants to prove he is indeed 
the right fit right now and intends to make 
the most out of the transition process. 

“Timing is everything in life,” says the 49- 
year-old Hope, who signed a six-year contract, 
the first of which will be spent coaching the 
offensive line and also serving as associate 
head coach. “There’s no question about it. I’m 
still young enough to get it on, and I’ve been 
around long enough to know how to do it. So 
the timing was right.” 

Hope really didn’t waste time immersing 
himself in his new role. He rarely left his of- 
fice and often worked 15-hour days from Jan- 
uary until the start of spring practice in April. 
He pored over film of recruits, trying to fa- 
miliarize himself with the Boilermakers’ tar- 
gets as well as identifying new ones. He 
evaluated film of Purdue, watching every play 
from a season ago to try to familiarize himself 
with returning players and the offensive line- 
men he would be coaching. He met with 
other offensive assistant coaches, reviewing 
the playbook, tweaking elements of the of- 
fense and discussing teaching techniques. He 
met with Tiller nearly every week, getting tips 
on such things as handling charitable events 
or campus speaking requests. 

“He's passing the baton with more guidance 
this time than ever because he realizes what I’m 
going to be dealing with,” Hope says. 
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Those first months may have left Hope ex- 
hausted, but that never affected his intensity 
of energy. Those traits are too ingrained. 

They're among the qualities that prompted 
Schnellenberger to hire Hope as a graduate as- 
sistant at Louisville in 1985 and among the 
reasons he promoted him to offensive line 
coach in 1987, Hope’s first full-time college 
coaching job. Schnellenberger calls Hope “a 
cross. between a good blackboard coach and 
on-the-field coach.” 

Hope was the recruiting coordinator under 
Schnellenberger at Louisville and is regarded 
as one of the nation’s top talent evaluators. 

Hope explains his approach to recruiting 
simply: The bigger the pool of athletes to eval- 
uate, the less likely he is to miss out on an in- 
triguing player. Nearly every coach who has 
worked with Hope lauds his recruiting efforts, 
largely because of his willingness to saturate a 
recruiting area. 


“T could tell he wasn't going to lie to me. He 
was up-front with me from the beginning,” 
says Gathof, who first met Hope at a one-day 
summer camp. “When youre getting recruited 
out of high school, you talk to so many differ- 
ent coaches and so many tell you what you 
want to hear. My parents said the same thing. 
With coach Hope, you felt like you were deal- 
ing with a real person. You didn’t feel like you 
were dealing with someone who was trying to 
lure you to go somewhere. He was really con- 
cerned with my well-being.” 

But getting players to campus is only the 
start of Hope's job. It’s the hands-on work 
after that he truly loves. Purdue’s offensive 
linemen found that out quickly. In one early 
film session with the unit, Hope got up in 
front of the group to demonstrate a proper 
technique. On the first day of spring practice, 
he was running a drill to work on.cut block- 
ing and wasn’t happy with the execution. 


“Timing is everything in life. There’s no question 
about it. I’m still young enough to get it on, 

and I've been around long enough to know 
how to do it. So the timing was right.” 


“Sometimes people won't unturn every 
stone,” says Eastern Kentucky offensive line 
coach Shawn Clark, who worked with Hope 
from 2001-06. “We did that. When he re- 
cruited in the Dallas Metroplex area, in 
Florida and Chicago, he turned every stone. 
Sometimes doing that, you can find a gem.” 

There have been quite of few of those in 
Hope's 23-year college coaching career, in- 
cluding his stint at Eastern Kentucky. 

Clark says right tackle Derek Hardman and 
defensive back Brandon Gathof of the 
Colonels are Division I-A-caliber players who 
simply were overlooked. Hope, however, saw 
their potential. Now, Hardman is a starting 
right tackle with a legitimate shot at the NFL, 
and Gathof is a two-time all-conference 
player. Hope also recruited cornerback and 
future NFL star Ray Buchanan to Louisville, 
and he found a “special player” who wasn’t 
getting much attention in the Dallas area 
while at Purdue. Defensive end Akin Ayodele 
left as one of the program’s most productive 
ends and currently plays in the NFL. 

In addition to his dogged approach, Hope’s 
recruiting success stems from his personality, 
a straightforward approach and an ability to 
relate. Sometimes that approach catches peo- 
ple off guard, he admits. But, ultimately, it’s 
also what wins respect. 


— Danny Hope 


“He's like, ‘I like y’all’s intensity and every- 
thing, but you've got to get in there and rip 
your shoulder up into it,” Purdue guard 
Justin Pierce says. “So he throws his whistle 
behind his back, turns his hat around and 
goes and just Superman dives at this dummy 
and knocks the crap out of it.” 

Stressing technique and tempo is his staple, 
and he realizes “explanation without demon- 
stration is just simply conversation.” He 
prefers to show what needs to be done rather 
than waste time. 

That will be what the Purdue faithful are 
counting on. Some have been calling for 
Tiller’s exit for years. 

Some still wonder whether Hope was the 
right choice. After all, his only head coaching 
experience was at FCS powerhouse Eastern 
Kentucky, a program that has enjoyed 30 con- 
secutive winning seasons. 

Some praised not only Hope’s hire but also 
the succession process. Hope certainly thinks 
that was the right approach. 

“To be in this transition period and not to 
create some momentum would be an effort in 
futility,” he says. 

“Tm here with a year’s notice. I'd be a fool 
not to take advantage of it and focus on the 
areas that can help us improve and hit it run- 
ning and come out swinging with both fists.” 
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NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


12 


BIG TEN 
PREDICTION 


HEAD COACH: BRET BIELEMA RECORD AT SCHOOL: 21-5 (2 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 21-5 (2 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: PAUL CHRYST DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DAVE DOEREN 
MADISON, WIS, CAMP RANDALL STADIUM (80,321) 


he 2007 season was supposed to be their time, a season in which the Univer- 

sity of Wisconsin Badgers challenged for a national championship. UW re- 

turned the bulk of the talent from a team that finished 12-1 in 2006 and 

opened the season at No. 7 in both major polls. The players talked openly 
about proving those rankings were legit. So what happened? “We weren't as good as we 
thought,” linebacker Jonathan Casillas says. 

Thanks largely to a defense that slipped from magnificent to mediocre, UW dropped 
from second to fourth in the Big Ten standings and, thanks to a bitter 21-17 loss to Ten- 
nessee in the Outback Bowl, finished with a 9-4 record. When the final polls came 
out, UW was No. 21 in the AP poll and No. 24 in the USA Topay poll. 

And these guys were thinking about winning a national title? 

“That was the problem last year,” senior defensive end Matt Shaughnessy says. 
“Everybody started thinking: “We can do this. We can do that.’ We just need to come 
out and play every game, not think ahead.” 

As the 2008 season approaches, UW doesn’t appear to be much stronger than it was 
last season. With five potential starters on defense (three linemen and two cornerbacks) 
sidelined in the spring because of surgery, a suspect defense could be even more porous. 

With a new quarterback and a young, unproven corps of wide receivers, the offense 
might struggle to match its scoring average over the last three seasons (31.0 ppg). 

With UW facing significant questions on defense and offense and faced with the 
task of having to replace its punter and kicker, you won't hear the players talking about 
least one game the previous season. The 


winning titles. 
spring closed with senior Allan Evridge hold- 


ing a slight lead over junior Dustin Sherer for the starting spot and no one else close. 
Evridge has six starts on his résumé — as a redshirt freshman at Kansas State in 2005. 
After transferring to UW, he sat out the 2006 season and played sparingly in seven 
games last season, completing 5-of-12 passes for 66 yards. His arm strength and mo- 
bility are fine. His accuracy is up and down. Sherer has played a handful of snaps in two 
seasons and is more of an unknown than Evridge. 


UW surrendered at least 30 points in 
six of its 13 games last season and lost 
three of those games. That came one 
season after UW allowed no 

more than 27 points in any game. 


| For the first time 
since 2004, UW will open the season 
with a quarterback who did not start at 


UNNINI iS UW has three runners with significant experience and 

Sitnplansentaty skills — starter P.J. Hill and backups Zach Brown and Lance 

Smith — each of whom averaged at least 4.8 yards per carry last season. The 

emergence in the spring of redshirt freshman John Clay, a 231-pound brute 

with surprising speed, allowed the staff to implement two-back sets with Smith split out 

wide as a receiver. Hill, who rushed for a total of 2,805 yards and 29 touchdowns in 

his first two seasons, was healthy in the spring for the first time since coming to UW. 

That allowed him to work on his conditioning, and he looked strong and fresh. With 

four capable runners, Hill shouldn't get worn down this season, and the Badgers should 
be able to throw fresh backs at opponents all game. 


pry UW’s most productive receivers last season were tight ends Travis 
Beckuin (75 catches, 982 yards, six TDs) and Garrett Graham (30-328-4), and that 
could be the case again this season. Beckum is an All-America candidate; Graham is un- 
derrated. But recruiting misses at wide receiver have left UW without a proven junior 
or senior. Kyle Jefferson had 26 catches for 412 yards as a freshman. The rest of the 
young crew combined for four catches. More questions than answers here. 


IVE LINE: This unit is blessed with size (the average is 6'6" and 316), 
have -average wblsue ability and experience with right guard Kraig Urbik entering his 
fourth season as a starter and left guard Andy Kemp and right tackle Eric Vanden 
Heuvel entering their third seasons as starters. The keys for this group to maximize its 
potential lie with the play of sophomore left tackle Gabe Carimi and sophomore cen- 
ter John Moffitt. Carimi was solid as a 13-game starter last season but must improve his 
lower-body strength to better squash bull-rushers. Moffitt started six games at guard 
after injuries hit and needs to make a smooth transition to his new position. 


The significant questions hanging over UW’s defense begin 
here, eh most important unit. The Badgers lost only one starter — tackle Nick Hay- 
den — and know they have an anchor in senior end Shaughnessy, entering his third sea- 
son as a full-time starter. However, three potential starters missed spring practice while 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE BADGERS 
The No. 1 issue facing this team will be its 
health. The Badgers were without five de- 
fensive starters during the spring, three 
of whom suffered torn anterior cruciate 
ligaments last season. The MASH unit: 
cornerbacks Allen Langford (knee) and 
Aaron Henry (knee); tackles Jason Chap- 
man (knee) and ike Newkirk (shoulder); 
and end Kirk DeCremer (back). No one 
knows whether they'll all be ready by the 
opener on Aug. 30 or how effective any of 
them will be. If the injuries up front lead 
to mediocre line play for the second con- 
secutive season, UW’s mobile but under- 
sized linebackers will again struggle to 
make plays. And if the line can’t generate 
a consistent pass rush, that will put more 
pressure on a suspect secondary. To com- 
pensate, UW’s offense must control the 
ball and maximize its scoring chances. 
With a first-year starter at quarterback, 
little experience at wide receiver and four 
capable tailbacks ready to run behind an 
experienced line, UW probably will rely 
heavily on its ground game. If the Badgers 
can run the ball consistently and keep 
their defense off the field, they could chal- 
lenge for a top-3 Big Ten finish, However, 
if the bulk of the injured players don’t 
come back healthy, particularly the defen- 
sive linemen, UW will struggle to stop 
anyone, and the Badgers could drop into 
the middle of the pack. 


PJ. HILL 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A. 30 Akron W 
S. 6 Marshall Ww 
S. 13 at Fresno State Ww 
S. 27 at Michigan at2 
0. 4 Ohio State * 
0.11 PennState — _W 
0.18 atIowa W 
0. 25 Illinois ‘e 
Nia at Michigan State W_ 
N. 8 at Indiana W 
N. 15 Minnesota W 
N. 22 Cal Poly W 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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Beckum Tim Clark/Athlon Sports; Hill: Brian Ebner 


recovering from surgery, and overall eight linemen missed the bulk of spring workouts. No one can 
predict how many of those players will be healthy this season, but the key figures are senior tack- 
les Jason Chapman (knee) and Mike Newkirk (shoulder), who had a combined 23 starts last sea- 
son, and sophomore end Kirk DeCremer (back), who showed flashes of big-play ability last season. 
Defensive coordinator Dave Doeren and first-year line coach Charlie Partridge, who came over 
from Pittsburgh, want a minimum of three capable ends and three capable tackles. They won't 
know until well into camp whether they'll have those numbers. 

LINEBACKERS This unit was largely disappointing last season, in part because opposing offen- 
sive linemen found it too easy to get out onto the fast but small linebackers and smother them. 
Casillas and DeAndre Levy, now seniors, too often ran themselves out of plays and must return to 
their form of 2006 when UW’’s defense was stout. Levy is a tenacious hitter who must lead this unit 
by word and deed. UW must get better production out of the middle from either junior Elijah 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (10) 


WR 


14 Kyle Jefferson (So.) 
85 David Gilreath (So.) 


6 Isaac Anderson (So.) 
81 Daven Jones (So.) 


Hodge, who was plagued by knee problems 
last season, or sophomore Culmer St. Jean, 
whose inexperience at the position was his 
downfall in 07. The wild card is junior Jaevery 
McFadden, who can play on the strong side or 


LT 68 Gabe Carimi (So.) 78 Jake Bscherer (Jr) weak side and should be a fixture in the team’s 
LG 75 Andy Kemp (Sr) 60 Jake Current (Fr.) nickel and dime packages. 
C 74 John Moffitt (So.) 76 Bill Nagy (So.) 
RG__ 63 Kraig Urbik (Sr.)_ 76 Bill Nagy (So.) DEFENSIVE BACKS More injuries, more 
RT 71 EricVanden Heuvel (Sr) 67 Josh Oglesby (Fr) qu e5tiOns: J dele Ikegwuonu, the fearn'e best coe: 
US Ee Saer A sy Gerre Sie een () nerback, bypassed his senior year for the NFL 
06/7 A Allan Evridge (Sr) Se isan Seine (and then suffered a serious knee injury that 
FB 44 Chris Pressley (Sr) 34 Bill Rentmeester (Sr.) a j 

; could keep him out until the 2009 season). 
RB 39 PJ. Hill (Ur) 30 Zach Brown (So.) x ; 

Senior Allen Langford and sophomore Aaron 

DEFENSE (9) Henry, the possible starters at cornerback, are 
DE 50 O'Brien Schofield (Ur) _93 Louis Nzegwu (Fr.) coming off ACL injuries. Langford suffered his 
DT 54 Mike Newkirk (Sr) 95 Patrick Butrym (Fr) in Week 10 last season; Henry went down in 
DT 91 Jason Chapman (Sr) 79 deff Stehle (dr) December during bowl practice. Both are ex- 
DE Sea ats iat pest (Se 9 Ree) pected back this season, but how effective will 
SLB 11 DeAndre Levy (Sr) 27 Blake Sorensen (So.) 


MLB 52 Elijah Hodge (Jr.) 
WLB 2 Jonathan Casillas (Sr.) 


15 Culmer St. Jean (So.) 
47 Jaevery McFadden (ur.) 


they be? There are no proven backups, and 
only one cornerback — redshirt freshman 
Mario Goins — made significant gains in the 


CB 23 Mario Goins (Fr) 7 Aaron Henry (So.) 5 me 

CB 17 Allen Langford (Sr.) 4 Otis Merrill (Fr) spring. The safety positions appear set, though 
SS 26 Jay Valai(So.) 8 Aubrey Pleasant (Jr.) the productivity must improve. Junior free 
FS 25 Shane Carter (ur.) 31 Chris Maragos (Jr) safety Shane Carter intercepted seven passes 
SPECIAL TEAMS ; last season, his first as a starter, but absolutely 
K 18 Philip Welch (Fr) KR 85 David Gilreath (So. must improve his tackling. Jay Valai must be 
P Brad Norton (Fr.) PR 85 David Gilreath (So.) more consistent than last year’s starter Aubrey 


Pleasant, who struggled with pursuit angles. 


SPECIALISTS Although talented replace- 


ments are on hand, UW will miss the productivity and experience of departed kicker Taylor 
Mehlhaff and punter Ken DeBauche. DeBauche was solid and poised and a four-year starter. 
Mehlhaff handled kickoffs for four seasons and placements for three. Freshman Philip Welch should 


handle kickoffs and field goals. He has a stronger leg than Mehlhaff, but can he perform under pres- 


sure? Brad Nortman, who signed in February, was rated among the top punters in the nation as a 
high school senior. The one sure thing is sophomore David Gilreath, who helped jump-start UW’s 
sagging return units last season. Gilreath led the Big Ten in punt returns with a 14.0-yard average 
and averaged 23.0 yards on kickoff returns. 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP WISCONSIN “Pu. Hill is a little overrated. He’s a good, strong back. He’s 
not quite Ron Dayne. But he is a good back. ... They do the best job of any team in the Big Ten of 
managing their quarterback. They still are effective at running the football. ... They’re a little bit 
like Iowa in that they’re going to recruit their type of kids. They play to their strengths in that 
part of the country, which I admire. ... When they have a quarterback who can throw it well, like 
John Stocco and those guys, they are very effective. When they have a guy who is not as good, it 
doesn’t matter. ... Paul (Chryst) does a great job with their offense. They don’t do anything exotic, 
they just do what they do. Them and Iowa are not real crazy. ... Bret Bielema understands what 
you have to do at Wisconsin to win. He was smart enough to know you don’t come in and change 
things wholesale. ... Their secondary was really suspect. ... They always find a way to be competi- 
tive. ... I think they’re a little overrated defensively. ... I like Bielema. He recruits. He works hard. 
He’s a blue-collar guy. ... (Tight end) Travis Beckum is the one guy that is a big mismatch. How 
do you defend him? How do you play him?” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Staff development Head coach Bret 
Bielema made several offseason staff 
changes. After offensive line coach Bob 
Palcic left to join the UCLA staff, Bielema 
promoted tight ends coach Bob Bostad to 
work with the line. He is a meticulous 
teacher. Bielema fired defensive coordi- 
nator Mike Hankwitz and replaced him 
with Dave Doeren, who had been UW’s 
co-defensive coordinator. Doeren’s 
biggest challenge — finding a way to de- 
fend the spread. To upgrade the play of 
the defensive line, Charlie Partridge was 
lured from Pittsburgh, and Randall Mc- 
Cray was shifted from the line to outside 
linebackers. Former UW offensive line- 
man Joe Rudolph was brought in to re- 
place Bostad as the tight ends coach. 


Defend your home UW is 14-0 at Camp 
Randall Stadium over the past two sea- 
sons and 25—1 over the past four. Those 
numbers might take a hit with Ohio State, 
Penn State and Illinois set to visit Madi- 
son in ’08. 


Be selfish UW’s defense struggled last 

season to force turnovers. UW had only 

19 takeaways, tied for the eighth-lowest 
total in the league. 


RISING STAR 


Meet John Clay, 
the next big-time 
tailback at UW. 
The redshirt 
freshman was an 
All-American at 
Racine Park 
(Wis.) High 
School, where he 
rushed for 3,512 
yards and 45 
touchdowns in his 


A 


final two seasons. Clay is a load at 6'2" 
and 231 pounds but possesses surpris- 
ing speed. 


Shaughnessy: Bruce Schwartzman 
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2008 WISCONSIN ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 81 Peck, Dave 65/247 Sr. Media, PA 47 McFadden, Jaevery 63/220 dr Riviera Beach, FL 
4 Evridge, Allan 6-2/216 Sr. Papillon, NE 36 Turner, Mickey 6-4/236 dr. Camdenton, MO 37. Millard, Evan 6-1/217 Fr. Palm Beach Gardens, FL 
10 Phillips, Curt 63/211 Fr. Kingsport, TN 46 Prather, Erik 63/220 dr. St. Joseph, IL 
18 Sherer Dustin 64/214 Coat INS Oe pecniate =) Eran eay Sherrer ek atitrachant 60/28 Fr Yor, I 
14 Stallons, James 65/173 Fr. Macomb, MI gg Carimi, Gabe 68/299 So. Cottage Grove, WI 27 Sorensen, Blake 6-1/223 So. Eden Prairie, MN 
16 Tolzien, Scott 63/201 So. Rolling Meadows, IL 69 Current, Jake 64/277 Fr. Troy, OH 15 St. Jean, Culmer 6-1/229 So. Naples, FL 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 69._ Jones, Kenny 6-2/256 So. Delavan, WI DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
30 Brown, Zach 5-11/212 So. Royal Palm,FL 75 Kemp, Andy 6-6/316 Sr. Menasha, WI 29 Brinkley, Niles 5-10/176 So. St. Louis, MO 
32 Clay, John 62/231 Fr. Racine, WI 74 Moffitt, John 64/317 So. Guilford, CT 25 Carter, Shane 62/202 Ur. Troy, OH 
39 Hill, Pu. 5-11/228 Jr East Elmhurst, NY 76 Nagy, Bill 6-4/300 So. Hudson,OH 23. Goins, Mario 61/185 Fr. Copperas Cove, TX 
17 Preisler, Mike 6-0/198 Fr PortWashington, WI 67 Oglesby, Josh 6-7/338 Fr. Milwaukee, WI 22 Hampton, Adam 5-11/181 Fr. Lancaster, WI 
44 Pressley, Chris 61/259 Sr. Woodbury,NJ 58 ‘Thorson, Brad 6-4/294 So, Mequon, WI 19 Hartmann, William §-11/201 dr. Sheboygan, WI 
34 Rentmeester, Bill 61/248 Sr. Beaver Dam,WI 63 Urbik, Kraig 6-6/328 Sr. Hudson, WI 7 Henry, Aaron 60/187 So. Immokalee, FL 
5 Smith, Lance 5-10/200 ur. Warren,OH 71 Vanden Heuvel, Eric 6-7/321 Sr. Hudson, WI 20 _ Holland, Tyler 5-11/196 Jr. Glen Ellyn, IL 
RECEIVERS HI/WI CL HOMETOWN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN V Langford, Allen §-11/188 Sr. Detroit, MI 
6 Anderson, Isaac -«S-11/177 So. Minneapolis, MN 95. Butrym, Patrick 64/265 Fr NeweBerlin, WI > Lkasko, Andrew 510/179 Fe Ee Wt 
27 Emanuel, Nate 61/197 So. Appleton, WI 77 Cascone, Dan 63/298 dt Newtown, cT 31. Maragos, Chris SASS a Rare 
85 Gilreath, David S-11/154 So. _NewHope,MN 91 Chapman, Jason» «6-4/285 Sr. Bedford Heights, 0H 3 Megna, Tony oar | = Caktrea V1 
2 Harts, Xaver 51/179 Je Lauderdale, FL 99 DeCremer, Krk 65/238 So. Verona, Wi, Merrill, Otis ee emmes ee O 
14 detferson, Kyle 65/176 So. Cleveland, OH 98. Garner, Ricky 65/238 So. Pasadena, 31. Moody, Prince aay em pe et 
BL Jones, Daven 61/192 So. Cleveland,0H 51. Grimes, Jasper 62/294 Fr Riviera Beach, FL_ 28 ‘Nettles, Josh Sea Tate DRS SP 
87 Kirtley, Richard 62/190 de Crete, IL 59 Hoey, Brandon 65/277 So. ShoreviewMN 16 Offor.Chukwuma 6-0/7 Fe Madisory wl 
32 Kossoris, Eric 6195 Fr Franklin, W145 Moore, Dan 62/270 de Craigs FHM Me, LEU | aM 
87. McCuliss, Brian 59/170 So. Denver, CO 48 Neal, Joshua 510/250 Sr Nashville,tN 24. Royston, Kim Papeete: Whee ha 
22 Moore, Maurice -« S-11/168. So. Ft Worth, TX 54 Newkirk, Mike 63/261 St Ladysmith, wr 26 Vela, Jay Sofas 50s aarels 
11 Rose, Cody 6-4/192 Fr. Elmwood, WI 93 Nzegwu, Louis 63/231 Fr, Platteville, WI SPECIALISTS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
86 Theus, Elijah 6-2/182 dr. Sugar Land,TX 50 Schofield, O’Brien 63/238 dr. Great Lakes, IL 95 DeBauche, Brad (P) 6-2/218 Fr. Suamico, WI 
8 Toon, Nick 63/215 Fr. Middleton, WI 92 Shaughnessy, Matt 6-6/253 Sr. Norwich, CT 66 Ehlers, Aaron (K) 60/185 Fr. Menasha, WI 
TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 79 Stehle, Jeff 66/298 dr. Constantia, NY 96 Fischer, Matt (K) 5-11/182 Jr. Appleton, WI 
9 Beckum, Travis 64/203 S —_—_Milwaukee, WT-LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN = 0 Opsal Zach(LS) 62/214 So. ene 
82 Byrne, Jake 65/253 Fr. Rogers,AR 2 Casillas, Jonathan 62/220 Se NewBrunswick, NJ 28 Welch, Philip (K) 63/187 Fr Fort Collins, CO 
89 Graham, Garrett 64/241 dr Brick, NJ 49 Flasch, Ryan 61/225 Sr, Germantown, wt 62 ‘Wola, Kyle (LS) notes We beset 
84 Kendricks, Lance «64/226 So. — Milwaukee, WI 52. Hodge, Elian SUG ae" | PSL Thomas,vi_ #47 Wenaart Drew (1S) 6-2/230. hs Appleton 
49 Korslin, Rob 65/247 Fr. Brookfield, WI 11 Levy, DeAndre 63/234 Sr. Milwaukee, WI 
Jordan Bergmann OL 66 280 Slinger, WI aa wo sal ee a : — 
Eriks Briedis DL 65 265 Miami, FL | DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE ATT 
Robert Burge OL/DL 6-7 305 Holmen, WI | S. 1 Washington State Ww 42-21 81,547 
Jake Byrne ES 0-5 200. Rogers, AR | S. 8 at UNLV Ww 20-13 38,250 
Kevin Claxton DB 6-2 195 Fort Lauderdale, FL | ' ia 
Marcus Cromartie DB 61 «175 eee | Tl! ine Citadel . ee aoe 
Chris Cromwell OL 63 305 Milwaukee,wr | S22 Towa W ie 82,630 
Jake Current OL 6-4 280 Troy, OH S.29 Michigan State WwW 37-34 82,164 
Zach Davison TE/DE 6-4 235 Waukee, 1A | 0. 6 at Illinois L 31-26 97,078 
Bradie Ewing RB/FB 6-1 ~=—s 212 Richland Center, WI 0.13 at Penn State B 38- 7 109,754 
Antonio Fenelus DB 5-10 175 Boca Raton, FL 0.20 Northern Illinois W 44- 3 81,883 
Christopher Garner OL/DL 6-5 315 Augusta, WI 0.27 Indiana Ww 33-3 81,324 
Leonard Hubbard LB 6-1 230 Springfield, IL : 
Shelton Johnson DB 60 1/5 Carrollton, TX N. 3 at Ohio State L 38-17 105,449 
Dex Jones FB 6-1 220 Bolingbrook, IL N.10 Michigan Ww 37-21 82,352 
Brendan Kelly DE 6-6 230 Eden Prairie, MN N.17 at Minnesota W 41-34 59,116 
Peter Konz OL/DL 66 300 Neenah, WI | J. 1 #Tennessee L 21-17 60,121 
PANG 6280 oralon IL pag dosh 
Brad Nortman KP 63215 Brookfield, WI 2007 INDIVIDUAL STAT 
Curt Phillips QB 63° 215 Kingsport, TN ee So IRE om: 
Joe Schafer OL 65 285 St. Paul, MN "ASSING ATT COMP YDS 1D INT 
Devin Smith DB 5-11 185 Coppell, TX Tyler Donovan 333 193 2,607 17 ll 
Erik Smith RB 5-LT . 192 Chicago, IL Allan Evridge 12 5 66 0 0 
Mike Taylor Bo 6-2 205 Ashwaubenon, WI RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 
Ricky Wagner IE 6-7 262 West Allis, WI r 
Tyler Westphal DL 66 240 Menasha,WI | putt ee ak? akabee 
Tu. Williams WR/DB 6-0 180 Kenosha, WI | i ith ? 
Kevin Zeitler OL 6-4 (285 Waukesha, WI scene Se a eS 
; * ‘ ; : ; RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Most of the first-year performers who wil play in 2008 will contribute on special rate Heckam 75 982 131 6 
teams. Defensive lineman Dan Moore, a junior college transfer, was expected to 
r ; Sane < es 3 ‘ Garrett Graham 30 328 10.9 4 
play immediately but suffered a knee injury in the spring and was to be sidelined until 
early June. His status for 2008 remains uncertain. The other player expected to con- ple. deficrsont aS as 138 e 
5 Luke Swan 25 451 18.0 2 


tribute immediately is Brad Nortman, generally considered one of the top punters 
in the nation as a high school senior. The majority of UW’s class was brought in to 
replenish the depth. A name to watch for the future: quarterback Curt Phillips. He 
can pass and run, took part in spring practice and didn’t look intimidated. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


Kicking: Taylor Mehlhaff, 21-25 FGs, 42-43 XPs, 105 points 
Tackles: Jonathan Casillas, 96; Deandre Levy, 70 


Sacks: Kirk DeCremer, 5.5 


Interceptions: Shane Carter, 7 


Returning Players in Bold 


preview 


entral Michigan is looking fora’ rare MAC’ “Three-Peat,” something that 
hasn't been done since Marshall turned the trick during the late 1990s. With 
the return of veteran quarterback Dan LeFevour, the reigning conference OF 
fensive Player of the Year, the Chips will be the team to beat in the MAC once 


again. 

The strength of the league still'resides in the West Division. - Ball State returns nine 

Starters from an explosive offense, whileimproving Western Michigan is building off 

of its late-season victory at Iowa. Both’schools figure to:challenge Central for the di- 
vision title and be in the 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH hunt for one of the league's 


three automatic bowl bids. 


MAC WEST MAC EAST The rest of the West 
1. CENTRAL MICHIGAN 1. MIAMI should be _ interesting. 
2. BALL STATE 2. BOWLING GREEN Toledo has plenty of offen- 
3. WESTERN MICHIGAN 3. BUFFALO sive playmakers, but two 
4. NORTHERN ILLINOIS 4. KENT STATE straight 5-7 seasons have 
5. TOLEDO 5. TEMPLE tarnished the Rockets’ 
6. EASTERN MICHIGAN 6. OHIO tearicto-beat, repurarion, 
7. AKRON Northern Illinois and new 

coach Jerry Kill, the 2007 

MAC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME ECS Gosek OE the “Year 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN OVER MIAMI eat tee Ea, 


could surprise; former 

coach Joe Novak left some 
quality talent in DeKalb, Eastern Michigan made significant strides last season — ev- 
idenced by its 3-4 MAC record — but the Eagles will need more offensive produc- 
tion in order to move up. 

The East will be another entertaining yet muddled mess. Miami, which represented 
the division in the league title game, features the MAC’s best overall defense — the 
Hawks ranked first in the league in fewest points allowed in 2007. Led by Turner Gill, 
the 07 MAC Coach of the Year last season, Buffalo returns 18 starters from a team 
that tied Miami and Bowling Green for first place with a 4—2 divisional record. Kent 
State and Bowling Green each should challenge as well. Kent State has more stability 
at quarterback this year, while Bowling Green is trying to forget its 2008 GMAC 
Bowl debacle, a 63—7 loss to Tulsa. Upstart Temple is coming off of a4—4 MAC record 
and finally has several upperclassmen on its two-deep lineup. Ohio and Akron each 
have some solid players to make a run at .500, but both teams have major questions 
at quarterback. 


2008 TOP 20 RECRUITS 
NAME POS HT WI HOMETOWN SCHOOL 
1. Jharron Armstrong S  6'2" 187 Washington DC Kent State 
2. Sal Battles ATH 5'10" 221 Youngstown, OH Kent State 
3. Kenny Stafford WR 6'4" 185 Columbus, OH Toledo 
4. Kelly Page QB 63". «210 ~=— Sunnyvale, TX Ball State 
5. Vaughn Carraway WR 6'2" 170 — Laureldale, PA Temple 
6. Josh Pleasant DB 5'10" 185 Germantown, MD Kent State 
7. Muhammad Wilkerson DT 6'5" 280 Linden, NJ Temple 
8. Jermaine Robinson DB 63" 195 Pittsburgh, PA Toledo 
9. Jahleel Addae RB 5'9" 176 ~~ Valrico, FL Central Michigan 
10. Joe Patchuta Ot 67" 290 New Concord, OH Akron 
11. Zac Dysert QB 6'4" 195 Ada, OH Miami 
12. Bakari Bussey WR 6'2" 187 West Chester, OH Ohio 
13. Logan Pegram OL 6'3" 298 — Silver Lake, KS No. Illinois 
14. Kevin Galeher OL 6'5" 295 Evergreen Park, IL Western Michigan 
15. Phillip Barnett WR 6'1" 175 Middletown, OH Toledo 
16. Juandez Brown QB 63" 190 _— Cincinnati, OH Eastern Michigan 
17. Evan Klepec DL 6'4" 245 Canfield, OH Miami 
18. Tremayne Scott DE 6'3" 227 Ocala, FL Ohio 
19. Briggs Orsbon ATH 6'0" 185 Convoy, OH Ball State 
20. Trey Bishop Ill DE 6'4" 247 Inkster, MI Western Michigan 


2008 ATHLON SPORTS 
PRESEASON ALL-MAC TEAM 
FIRST TEAM OFFENSE 


QB Dan LeFevour 63" 226 Jr. Central Mich. 
RB Eugene Jarvis 55" 170 Jr. Kent State 


RB James Starks 62" 210 Jr. Buffalo 
WR Dante Love 5'10" 179 Sr. Ball State 
WR Stephen Williams 65" 197 Jr. Toledo 
TE Darius Hill 66" 236 Sr. Ball State 
C AlexDerenthal  6'4" 294 Sr. Temple 
OL Robert Brewster 6'5" 310 Sr. Ball State 
OL Andrew Hartline 6'5" 297 Sr. Central Mich. 
OL Chris Kemme 66" 305 Sr. Akron 
OL Augustus Parrish 6'5" 305 Sr. Kent State 
FIRST TEAM DEFENSE 


DL Diyral Briggs 64" 230 Sr. Bowling Green 
DL Larry English 63" 254 Sr. No. Illinois 


DL Jameson Hartke 6'4" 262 Sr. Ohio 
DL Andre Neblett 62" 290 Jr. Temple 
LB Bryant Haines 65" 223 Sr. Ball State 
LB Daniel Holtzclaw 6'1" 246 Sr. — Eastern Mich. 
LB Clayton Mullins 6'2". 241 Sr. Miami 
§ Barry Church 63" 212 Jr. Toledo 
§ DavonteShannon 61" 180 So. Buffalo 


CB Londen Fryar 5'11" 192 Sr. Western Mich. 
CB Antonio Smith 5'10" 180 Sr. Bowling Green 


FIRST TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K Alex Steigerwald 5'11" 179 Jr. Toledo 
P Chris Miller 62" 211 Sr. Ball State 
KR Bryan Williams  6'0" 200 Sr. Akron 
PR Andre Jones 5111" 185 Sr. Akron 
SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Nate Davis 62" 247 Jr. Ball State 


RB JustinAnderson  5'11" 222 Ir. No. Illinois 
RB Brandon West 5110" 188 Jr. Western Mich. 
WR Bryan Anderson 6'5" 205 Jr. Central Mich. 
WR Jamarko Simmons 6'2" 234 Sr. Western Mich. 


TE Andrew Mooney 633" 233 Sr. Ohio 
C Josh Perry 6'2" 295 Sr. Kent State 
OL Jon Brost 66" 304 Sr. No. Illinois 
OL Jared DeWalt 64" 318 Jr. Toledo 
OL Dave DiFranco 6'4" 305 Sr. Miami 
OL JeffNiedermier 63" 310 Sr. Buffalo 
SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Brandon Crawford 6'3" 260 Jr. Ball State 
DL Zach Davidson  6'2" 239 Sr. Western Mich. 
DL Terrance Knighton 6'4" 295 Sr. Temple 
DL Almondo Sewell 6'2" 260 So. Akron 
LB Derek Burrell 6'2" 240 Sr. Kent State 
LB Kevin Grant 6'2" 245 Sr. Akron 
LB Joe Hudson 6'2" 232 Sr. Miami 
$ Louis Delmas 5'11" 196 Sr. Western Mich. 
§ PJ. Mahone 5111" 201 Jr. Bowling Green 
CB Anthony Ferla 5'10" 190 Jr. Temple 
CB BJ. Hill 5'7" 180 Sr. Ball State 
SECOND TEAM SPECIALISTS 


K Sinisa Vrvilo 61" 234 Sr. Bowling Green 
P JakeRichardson 61" 208 Sr. Miami 
KR AntonioBrown 5'11" 175 So. Central Mich. 
PR B,J. Hill 57" 180 Sr. Ball State 
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—_—___2007 MAC STANDINGS _ __2008 UNIT RANKINGS __ 


EAST EAST MAC OVERALL QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
BOWLING GREEN 4-2 6-2 8-5 AKRON 11 7 1 7 5 7 13 
MIAMI 42 52 67 BALL STATE ia a foe aes 
ae es = is BOWLINGGREEN 3 9 5 122 #4 6 9 
TEMPLE a <A 3 BUFFALO 5 «5 a, § WO as 3 
ARRON a ae CENTRALMICHIGAN 1 1 1 2 #9 10 10 
KENT STATE 0-5 17 3.9 EASTERNMICHIGAN 10 11 12 9 it 5 i 
KENT STATE 8 3 13 3 3 3 12 
WEST WEST MAC OVERALL MIAMI 7 12 6 6 9 1 4 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN = 4-1 61 8-6 
BALL STATE 44 5.9 76 NO. ILLINOIS 9 6 9 13 Lat 8 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 32 34 48 OHIO a ee eS 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 2-3 3-4 57 TOLEDO a a 
TOLEDO 2-3 35 57 TEMPLE 1G) 8" otOw 20 1 2 7 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 0-5 1-6 2-10 WESTERN MICHIGAN 4 2 4 8 6 8 1 
—_____________ sss WAC RETURNING LEADERS  _—_—_ 
PASSING AT = COMP”—SsINT.—sPCT YOS 1D AVG/G 
Nate Davis, Ball State 478 270 6 56.9 3,667 30. 282.1 


Dan LeFevour, Central Michigan 543 355 13) | “65147 13/652 27-—S (260.9 
Tim Hiller, Western Michigan 421 267 15s Got 3024 20 =: 251.8 


RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D AVG/G LONG 
Eugene Jarvis, Kent State 279 1,669 60 10) 13951 67 
Justin Anderson, No. Illinois 274 1,245 45 8 103.8 52 
James Starks, Buffalo 251 1103 89644 12 91.9 2 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D = §=AVG/G LONG 
Dante Love, Ball State 100 1,398 14.0 10 107.5 58 
Stephen Williams, Toledo 723 1,169 16.0 7 97.4 64 


Jamarko Simmons, Western Mich. 84 980 117 6 81.7 52 
TACKLES: Clayton Mullins, Miami (143); Daniel Holtzclaw, Eastern Michigan (125) 
sacks: Larry English, Northern Illinois (10.5 ); Frank Zombo, Central Michigan (7.5) 


NATE DAVIS, BALL STATE QB 


—__——2007 MAC TEAM STATS& RANKINGS «=F Ss 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 
SCORE RUSH PASS TOTAI. SCORE RUSH PASS TOTAL 
AKRON 21.2 (10) 127.8 (11) 183.8 (11) 311.7 (12) 29.2 (67) 183.8 (7) 224.9 (7) 408.7 (7) 
BALL STATE 31.5 (8) 148.9 (6) 284.9 (1) 433.8 (3) 28.3 (4) 204.3 (10) 228.0 (9) 432.3 (10) 
BOWLING GREEN 30.2 (5) 123.6 (12) 278.8 (2) 402.5 (4) 32.1 (11) 207.8 (11) 216.6 (3) 424.5 (9) 
BUFFALO 24.2 (7) 130.0 (10) 217.9 (7) 347.9 (9) 27.6 (3) 174.7 (5) 230.9 (12) 405.6 (5) 


CENTRAL MICH. 34.8 (1) 180.0 (3) 267.0 (4) 447.0 (2) 36.9 (12) 156.5 (1) 303.5 (13) 460.0 (13) 
EASTERN MICH. 24.2 (8) 156.5 (4) 181.0 (12) 387.5 (11) 31.2 (10) 195.8 (9) 227.8 (8) 423.6 (8) 


KENT STATE 21.6 (9) 200.2 (2) 166.4 (18) 366.7 (7) 29.2 (67) 157.2 (2) 228.3 (10) 385.6 (3) 
MIAMI 19.2 (11) 130.7 (8) 236.2 (6) 3668 (6) 25.6 (1) 168.5 (4) 206.8 (2) 375.4 (2) 
NO. ILLINOIS 19.1 (12) 135.5 (7) 202.4 (10) 337.9 (10) 30.8 (9) 210.1 (12) 224.2 (6) 434.2 (11) 
OHIO 30.5 (4) 150.8 (5) 2120 (8) 3628 (8) 29.9 (8) 186.4 (8) 221.1 (5) 407.5 (6) 
TEMPLE 16.4 (13) 93.2 (18) 207.6 (9) 300.8 (13) 26.2 (2) 164.8 (3) 198.8 (1) 363.5 (1) 
TOLEDO 32.9 (2) 209.2 (1) 239.2 (5) 448.4 (1) 39.2 (13) 214.9 (13) 229.2 (11) 444.1 (12) 


WESTERN MICH. 26.9 (6) 1304 (9) 267.6 (8) 398.0 (5) 28.9 (5) 179.1 (6) 220.2 (4) 399.2 (4) 


2007 MAC BOWL RESULTS 
MOTOR CITY BOWL » DEC. 26 DETROIT, MICH.: PURDUE 51, CENTRAL MICHIGAN 48 
INTERNATIONAL BOWL ¢ JAN. 5 TORONTO, ONT.: RUTGERS 52, BALL STATE 30 
GMAC BOWL « JAN. 6 MOBILE, ALA.: TULSA 63, BOWLING GREEN 7 


Ball State SID 
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HEAD COACH: J.D. BROOKHART RECORD AT SCHOOL: 22-26 (4 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 22-26 (4 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JOE MOORHEAD DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JIM FLEMING 
AKRON, OHIO RUBBER BOWL (31,000) 


he Zips were the class of the MAC only a couple of seasons ago, winning the 
conference championship game in the second season of J.D. Brookhart’s head 
coaching tenure. But after a pair of losing seasons, the onus is on Brookhart 
to get Akron back into contention in his fifth year at the helm. 

The eight offensive starters coming back will make that task possible, but experience 
does not guarantee any success. The Zips were well under the bar in terms of production, 
scoring only 21.2 points per game and averaging just over 300 yards of offense. The de- 
fense returns only five starters and has to replace four of its top players in the secondary. 


‘ QUARTERBACKS Brookhart has made it no secret that this position needs to be a lot 


more productive and efficient in 2008 if the Zips are going to entertain any plans of being 
a factor in the MAC East. Junior Chris Jacquemain threw only 11 touchdown passes with 
10 interceptions last season. Jacquemain should benefit significantly from the presence of 
former Akron standout Luke Getsy, who joined the staff as a graduate assistant coach. 
Jacquemain will be backed up by Matt Rodgers and Kade Wagner, a pair of redshirt fresh- 
men, and junior KC Patterson, a former junior college transfer. 


RUNNING BACKS Most of the key elements in 

the backfield rotation return, with senior Bryan The Akron defense gave 
Williams the apparent front-runner for the start- up 35 points or more six 
ing role at tailback. He had just over 700 rushing times in 2007. The Zips 
yards last season and is an established dual threatas © went 2-4 in those games. 


a receiver out of the backfield. Senior Dennis 
Kennedy, who battled injuries last year, rushed for 914 yards in 2006, 


RECEIVERS Six of the top seven pass-catchers are back, but the one who is not is a big 
loss — first-team All-MAC pick Jabari Arthur. Senior Stephon Fuqua steps into the 
lead role after making 20 catches in 2007, and his primary backup, fellow senior 
Alphonso Owen, has had plenty of work with the first unit. Senior Brandon Williams 
starts at the other receiver spot, with sophomore Richard Sandilands and redshirt fresh- 
man Brigham Van Etten working behind him. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Akron’s skill-position players should be well-protected with 
four starters returning on the offensive line. Chris Kemme was a second-team All-MAC 
pick last year. He will start at left tackle after playing the right side a year ago. Mike Ward 
is back at guard after being forced into duty as a freshman, while Corey Woods plays 
the other tackle after enduring a similar baptism by fire as a freshman in 2007. Junior 
Zack Anderson sat out the spring to rehab an injury but is expected to be fully healthy 
and start at right guard in the season-opener. Junior Elliott Bates holds the inside track 
on starting at center. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN End Almondo Sewell, a second-team All-MAC pick who 
made 11 starts in 2007 as a freshman, is the Zips’ most accomplished lineman. Senior 
Eric Lively returns at tackle, while Ryan Bain, a transfer from Iowa, is slated to start 
next to Lively at the nosetackle position. Highly regarded freshman Hasan Hazime is 
expected to work his way into the rotation. As a group, the Akron defensive linemen 

will be charged with cutting down on the almost 200 rushing yards per game the Zips 

allowed in 2007. 


LINEBACKERS Senior Kevin Grant was one of the team’s top tacklers last season, when 
he made 12 starts in the middle. Grant should be bracketed by sophomore Sean Fobbs, 
who missed the spring due to injury, and senior Doug Williams, who recorded 63 tack- 
les last season. Senior Ray Siler, redshirt freshman Matt Little and redshirt freshman 
Aaron Williams are the primary backups in the playing rotation at linebacker. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS There is considerable transition in the works in the secondary due 
to heavy graduation losses. Senior free safety Andre Jones is the lone returning starter, al- 
though junior Wayne Cobham got plenty of work at rover last year and has earned the 
starting role there. After playing a significant part on special teams and as a backup last 
year, junior Amin Kabir moves into the starter’s job at strong safety, while senior Bran- 
don Anderson and junior Miguel Graham will most likely work the corners. 


SPECIALISTS This area of the Zips’ roster returns intact, with junior punter John Stec 
back after averaging 37.5 yards per kick and knocking 16 inside the 20 a year ago. 
Placekicker Igor Iveljic answered the call as a freshman in 2007 and hit 15-of-18 field 
goal tries, including a 51-yarder. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE ZIPS 

J.D. Brookhart came to Akron five years 
ago with a reputation as an innovative of- 
fensive mind, so after last year’s weak 
showing on that side of the ball, he has to 
direct some degree of dramatic improve- 
ment. The Zips were dead last in the MAC 
in passing efficiency (LO3rd nationally) in 
2007, but when Akron was a feared offen- 
sive power in this conference just a few 
years ago, it lit up the air with its passing 
attack. Brookhart has to recapture that 
magic to make this program a real power 
in the conference once again. Junior quar- 
terback Ctiris Jacquemain has to upgrade 
his performance for the Zips to make any 
move in the MAC’s East Division. He won't 
have the luxury of first-team All-MAC re- 
ceiver Jabari Arthur on the outside, but a 
veteran line should give Jacquemain more 
time and security. The Zips need their re- 
vamped secondary to mature quickly as 
well, since that unit saw the most 
turnover due to graduation. There is a 
sense of urgency after a pair of losing 
seasons, and a cluster of transfers should 
help Brookhart foster intense competition 
at a number of positions, and strengthen 
the team overall. A lot of young players 
got tossed into the ring a year ago, and if 
they show an upgrade across the board, 
the Zips could be a surprise in the MAC 
East. 


KEVIN GRANT 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A. 30 at Wisconsin L 
S. 6 at Syracuse L 
S. 13 Ball State L 
S. 20 at Army x 
S. 27 _ Cincinnati L 
0. 4  atKent State L 
0. 11 Bowling Green L 
0.18 at Eastern Michigan * 
N. 5 Toledo x 
N.13 Buffalo L 
N. 22 at Ohio Y 
N. 28 atTemple * 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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Arkon SID 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 51. Bates, Elliott 6-4/295 dr. Houston, PA 50 Polinski, Mike 6-0/205 So. Mansfield, OH 
11 Jacquemain, Chris 62/215 dr. Mentor,OH 69 Estrada, Casey 65/290 dr. Folsom,CA 82 Rajek, Viktor 6-4/230 So. Pezinok, Slovakia 
14 Patterson, KC 63/210 Jr Granite Bay,CA 77 Huebner, Keith 67/310 dh. Pittsburgh, PA 44 Siler, Ray 61/240 Sr. Canton, OH 
5 Rodgers, Matt 6-2/200 Fr. Pittsburgh, PA 72 Kasparek, Zac 65/305 Fr. New Brighton, PA 42 Taggart, Michael 63/210 Ur. Green, OH 
10 Wagner, Kade 62/215 Fr. Green,OH 74 Kemme, Chris 6-6/305 Sr Upper Arlington,OH 25 Williams, Aaron 60/205 Fr. Pittsburgh, PA 
RUNNING BACKS HVWI CL HOMETOWN . Salles iar pete & cheb 54 Williams, Doug 62/235 Sr. Tampa, FL 
10 Allen, Alex 6-0/210 Jt Youngstown, OH 79 Gi sf + Poll 64/7310 Fr ist pa DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
42. Harmon, Matt 5-9/220 dt Massilon,OH 6 Walter te pence . ag KN). Aderson,Brandon —5-11/175 Sr. Dublin, VA 
7 Johnson, Andrew 510/215 St Pittsburgh, PA > nee Faifon, va 212, Barnes, Dante 61/185 So. Virginia Beach, VA 
3 Kennedy, Dennis 511/205 St Ft Lauderdale, Fl 3 Wie i i ye Reading pa 22, Burney, Nate 5-6/165 So. Youngstown, OH 
34. Morris, Philip 6-0/200 So. Columbus, OH steht 20ing, "48 Campbell, Tyler 511/190 So. Pickerington, OH 
9 Pride, Gary 5-9/180 Fr. Cincinnati, OH DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 2 Carter, Jalil 6-1/190 So. Toledo, OH 
32 Tuzze, Joe 5-11/215 dr. Mayfield, PA 92 Bain, Ryan 6-2/305 dr. Bolingbrook, IL 27 Cobham, Wayne 6-2/195 dr. Pembroke Pines, FL 
24 Williams, Bryan 6-0/200 Sr. Akron,OH 95. Davis, Marquinn 6-6/285 Fr Youngstown,OH 11 Graham, Miguel 59/165 Sr. Rock Hill, SC 
76 Gibbons, Ryan 62/260 Jr Sheridan, IN 21 Jones, Andre 5-11/185 Sr. Forestville, MD 
RECEIVERS BiwT ct HOMETOWN 96 Hazime, Hasan 65/250 Fr. Pickering,ON 28 Kabir, Amin 61/195 dr Warrensville, OH 
82 Bomar, Brandon 5-11/165 Fr. Massillon, OH 4 : Z 
6 Brown: Curtis 511/190 Fr Belle Glade. FL 98 Legger, Nick 6-2/250 Sr. Brunswick,OH 40 Laube, Evan 60/205 dr. Richfield, OH 
¥ , , 94 Lemon, Shawn 6-1/230 So. Waldorf, MD = 35 McNiillon, Bryant 5-10/185 Jr. Cincinnati, OH 
12 Bruce, Jeremy 5-10/200 Jr. Beaver Falls, PA 5 2 " ‘ 
93. Lively, Eric 6-2/275 Sr. Gambrills, MD 22 Moore, Da-Von 511/205 Fr. Pittsburgh, PA 
4 Fuqua, Stephon 61/205 Sr. Cleveland, OH s 
$ P 60 Marcoux, Dan 6-3/275 Fr. Ramsey,NJ 41 Morefield, Levon 5-9/215 So, Columbus, OH 
18 Logan, Drew 5-9/170 Fr. Uniontown, OH : : : . , 
i 67 Odofin, Deni 6-4/230 So. Endicott, NY 9 Richardson, Doug 60/170 So. Twinsburg, OH 
81 Owen, Alphonso 5-10/175 Sr — Cleveland Hts, OH 2 
91 Pendleton, Wallace 61/310 dr Oak Park, IL 20 Thomas, Mike 5-11/215 So. Columbus, OH 
86 Royal, Jerome 62/180 Fr Cleveland Hts, OH 3 - 
; ; ; i 45 Rash, Joe 6-2/265 Fr. Pittsburgh, PA 18 Thompson, Chuck 5-10/180 Jr Pittsburgh, PA 
87 Sandilands, Richard 61/190 So. New Philadelphia, OH 56 Sewell, Almondo 6-2/260 So Trenton, Nd 
80 Van Eten, Brigham 63/195 Fr. Cleveland, OH 35, spite 63/00 Fe te ey SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
17 Williams, Brandon 61/180 Sr Tampa, FL ory) Le: a0; 64 Burks Zach (LS) 60/190 Fr, Pickerington, OH 
A Set Bake 63/730 So. St. Lovis,MO Campbell, Zack(P) ««G-1/195._ Fr Canton, OH 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 99 Stewart, Cowles 6-2/290 Fr. Westfield, Nu ; fe : : 
8 Cruz, Jose 65/240 So. Johnstown, PA 16 Hildreth, Andy (P) 60/190 Sr. Dayton, OH 
x , . F LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 45. Iveljic, Igor (K) 5-11/190 So. Mentor, OH 
15 Flaherty, Brian 6-4/240 Sr. Stow, OH ’ ! : 
83 Poindexter. Merce 64/250 St Ellwood City, PA 47 Balaam, Al-Teric 6-1/235 Jr New Brunswick, NU 1 Rogovic, Branko (K) 5-9/170 So, Toledo, OH 
85. Smith Matthew 63/230 So. Edon, ‘OH 23 Fobbs, Sean 61/215 So. Miamisburg,OH 38 Stec, John (P) 5-9/190 Jr. Delray Beach, FL 
U 5 J 43 Gaynor, Matt 6-0/185 Fr. Medina, OH 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 30 Grant, Kevin 6-2/245 Sr. Herndon, VA 
73 Anderson, Jake 6-4/305 Fr. Erie,PA 49 Little, Matt 6-2/220 Fr. Durham, NC 
78 Anderson, Zack 6-4/305 dr. Lester,PA 33 McDaniel, Joe 5-11/205 Sr. Turtle Creek, PA 
2008 SIGNEES 2007 RESULTS 
RECORD: 4-8 (3-5 MA 
Bente + 28) DEPTH CHART | ome cmon wsur —scon 
Adam Bice OL 65 255 | 
Deryn Bowser WR 62 215 OFFENSE (8) S. 1 Army Ww 22-14 
fa ad ae ie aa WR 4 Stephon Fuqua (Sr) 81 Alphonso Owen (Sr) : 8 at Ohio State L as 
Wocee ce WR 17 Brandon Williams (Sr) 87. Richard Sandilands (So.) eS at Indiana L Me 
arvase Byrd DB 58 180 ; S.22 Kent State Ww 27-20 
Andrew Colosimo OL 65 260 LT 74 Chris Kemme (Sr.) 69 Casey Estrada (ur) : 

- : Fi ARE S.29 at Connecticut L 44-10 
Kevin Davis DB 6-1 200 LG 71 Mike Ward (So.) 70 Paul Simkovich (Fr) 0. 6 t Western Michi W 30-38 
Will Fleming DB 6-4 205 C 51 Elliott Bates (Jr) 53. Dan Ronsman (Fr. ni a = dibadlste ; +e 
Kevin Funches DB 5-11 190 RG 78 Zack Anderson (Jz) 79 Jason Sekinger (So.) : 

Troy Gilmer LB 62. 200 RT 75 Corey Woods (So.) 77 Keith Huebner (Jr) 0.27. — ab Battalo : alt 
James Harvey DL 64 280 we : = N. 2 at Bowling Green L 44-20 
Hasan Hazime DL 66 245 TE) 83 Merce Poindexter (Sr) 8 Jose Cruz (So.) N. 7 Ohio Ww 48-37 
Andrew Johnson RB 5-10 230 QB 11 Chris Jacquemain (Jr) 5 Matt Rodgers (Fr) N.14 at Miami (OH) L 7-0 
Rhyne Ladrach ER O:Ome25 FB 32 Joe Tuzze (Jr) 42 Matt Harmon (Jr) N.23 Central Michigan L 35-32 
Dashan Miller WR 61 185 RB 24 Bryan Williams (Sr) 10 Alex Allen (Jr) : 
Jordan Miller QB 46-2 215 
doe Pachuta OL 6-7 290 DEFENSE (5) 
Jared Province DB 61 180 DE 56 Almondo Sewell (So.) 95 Marquinn Davis (Fr) 
Week Ricwnend See Wann 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
NT 92 Ryan Bain (Jr) 60 Dan Marcoux (Fr.) 
Rete Souler Baie tee DT 93 Eric Lively (Sr) 96 Hasan Hazime (Fr) piserorte vl a A: Fd 
Norman Shuford DB 5-9 180 er nis ae =A a Ps Chris Jacquemain 275 154 1,623 11 10 
i i ean Fobbs (So. aron Williams (Fr: 

Mitch Straight OL 66 290 een RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 
Brian Wagner LB 6-2) 215 LB 30 Kevin Grant (Sr.) 44 Ray Siler (Sr) ay 
Manley Waller DB 58 160 eee < a ei Linie Tr Bryan Williams 152 728 48 2 

ney ous Willers) at Uitte Fe) Alex Allen 102 420 «41 «7 
Akron needed some punch in its lineup, and ROV 27 Wayne Cobham (ur) 20 Mike Thomas (So.) Carlton Jackson 66 ~©207 chi 
head coach J.D. Brookhart thinks he found it 
in his class of 25 recruits, which includes a et Srandon Anderson (Se)_19 Dante Barnes (So) RECEIVING cS AS-D 
quartet of junior college players ThE best op- CB 11 Miguel Graham (Sr) 18 Chuck Thompson (Jr.) dabari Arthur 86 1171 136 10 
portunities for Akron’s recruits will occur at SS_ 28 Amin Kabir (ur) 22. Da-Von Moore (Fr. sestec Eons ra in oS : 

Hl i j i ield. FS 21 Andre Jones (Sr.) 48 Tyler Campbell (So.) A 

wide receiver and in the defensive backfield Alphonso Owen 14-159 «1A 


The best bet to see the field right away at re- 
ceiver is juco transfer Deryn Bowser, who 
had interest from schools in the Pac-10 and K 
Big 12. Akron should also take a look at Nadir Pp 
Brown, a 6'5", 205-pounder from New Jersey. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
45 Igor Iveljic (So.) 
38 John Stec (Ur) 


Kicking: Igor Iveljic, 15-18 FGs, 25-26 XPs, 70 points 
Tackles: Brion Stokes, 90; Andre Jones, 79 

Sacks: Brion Stokes, 5.5 

Interceptions: Reggie Corner, 7 


KR 24 Bryan Williams (Sr) 
PR 21 Andre Jones (Sr.) 


Returning Players in Bold 
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HEAD COACH: GREGG BRANDON RECORD AT SCHOOL: 38-24 (5 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 38-24 (5 YEARS) 


\\_CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: MATT CAMPBELL, TROY ROTHENBUHLER DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MIKE WARD 
i asi BOWLING GREEN, OHIO DOYT PERRY STADIUM (24,000) 


he Falcons created their own tough act to follow by winning a division co- 

championship last year, posting an 8—5 record and going to their third bowl 

in five years. There’s no sneaking up on anyone anymore. Coach Gregg Bran- 

don has eight starters back on offense, where he has done his best work since 
joining the Bowling Green staff as Urban Meyer's offensive coordinator. The Falcons will 
have to produce points in bunches to match their rep. 

There is equal wealth on the defensive side, with eight of the top nine tacklers from 
2007 back. The MAC's third-best secondary, at least statistically, returns intact. Just to 
push the expectations higher, Brandon has both of his specialists back. 

The schedule provides its stiffest tests early, with trips to Pittsburgh, Boise State and 
Wyoming and a home date with Minnesota. Some success in that stretch could set the 
Falcons up for a solid run at another MAC East title. 


QUARTERBACKS Tyler Sheehan returns with a full season of experience under his 
belt. Sheehan led Bowling Green to an overtime win at Minnesota in his first start, 
then settled into the lead role in a hurry, throwing 23 touchdown passes and passing for 
3,264 yards. Sheehan had a dozen games with 200 or more passing yards, and eight 
multiple-touchdown contests. Junior college transfer Andrew Beam, along with red- 
shirt freshman Nate Brown, provide the backup for Sheehan. 


RUNNING BACKS The biggest issue here is how to spread the touches. The top three 
rushers from ’07 — Anthony Turner, Willie Geter and Chris Bullock — are all good 
enough to start. They combined for 1,435 rushing yards in 2007. Turner is a former 
quarterback who proved to be too ath- 

In their last game, the Falcons al- 
Geter is a jitterbug who aver- lowed a season-worst 562 yards of 
aged more than six yards per offense to Tulsa in a humbling 63-7 

GMAC Bowl loss. 

than his counterparts, and if Eric Ran- 
som returns healthy after a knee injury, the position gets deeper. 


letic to keep off the field, while 5 A v4 
carry. Bullock has more power 

RECEIVERS When the Falcons open at Pitt, the players responsible for 300 of the 
team’s 332 receptions in 2007 will be on hand. This group is led by Freddie Barnes, a 
former quarterback who had 82 receptions for 962 yards and nine touchdowns last 
year. The sure-handed Corey Partridge missed five games in 2007 and still finished sec- 


ond on the team in receptions and receiving yards. Senior Marques Parks, junior Chris 
Wright and junior Tyrone Pronty provide experience and depth. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN This group was solid a year ago, allowing 32 sacks in 13 games, 
but graduation losses demand that this area receives special attention during fall camp. 
Bowling Green has to build around Brandon Curtis and Shane Steffy, the returning 
regulars. Tyler Donahue, Jeff Fink, Aaron Kent and Brady Minturn all saw action in 
2007 and need to quickly sort out their places to create some new chemistry. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The majority of the bulk up front returns with eight players 
who saw significant action in 2007. The leader of the group is Diyral Briggs, a first-team 
All-MAC selection who finished with five sacks. Jacob Hardwick and Michael Ream 
came on strong late last season, and Orlando Barrow, Angelo Magnone, Adrian Baker, 
Joe Schaefer and Nick Torresso give Bowling Green enough quality players to make 
hockey-style personnel changes. Nick Davis returns from injury to add more depth. 


LINEBACKERS After losing only one of its leaders from 2007, this group should give the 
Falcons a reason to flex their muscles. They've been a tad undersized in the past, but made 
up for that with relentless pursuit and gang-tackling. Erique Dozier made a team-best 
112 tackles a year ago, and John Haneline added 96 despite missing four games with a foot 
injury. The third linebacker spot should go to converted safety Jarrett Sanderson. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The Falcons return starters to the four secondary positions, so 
one of the team’s strengths from a year ago should be even better this fall. Antonio Smith 
earned third-team All-MAC honors, while P.J. Mahone was second-team All-MAC with 
a conference-best seven interceptions to go with his 90 tackles. Jahmal Brown and Kenny 
Lewis also started 13 times and were among the team leaders in tackles. 


SPECIALISTS A glaring weakness in the past, this area stabilized last year with the ar- 
rival of kicker Sinisa Vrvilo and punter Nick Iovinelli. The kicking game should evolve 
into an asset with both of them returning. Vrvilo was perfect on 47 extra points, while 
lovinelli averaged 38.4 yards per punt, with 12 downed inside the 20-yard line. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE FALCONS 


The Falcons have a rugged first month, 
with road games against Pittsburgh, 
Boise State and Wyoming plus a home 
date against Minnesota before they can 
make a run at a second straight East Divi- 
sion crown. The bulk of last year’s 8-5 
team returns, making Bowling Green one 
of the teams to beat in the East. That’s a 
stark contrast to a year ago when they 
were expected to finish near the base- 
ment and ended up 6—2 in the league. The 
continued maturation of quarterback Tyler 
Sheehan is crucial. Sheehan attempted 
476 passes in 2007, the second-highest 
single-season total in school history. 
There is enough experience and depth at 
receiver and running back to light up the 
scoreboard. The Falcons need rapid de- 
velopment of the new pieces along the of- 
fensive line, a vital element in Sheehan’s 
ability to function with protection. Im- 
provement on the defensive side is ex- 
pected, since eight starters return. 
Playmaking at critical times by the de- 
fense is vital in any title plans in the MAC 
East. Things will unravel for the Falcons if 
there is an injury to Sheehan or wide re- 
ceiver Freddie Barnes, or if the early 
schedule takes a big toll on the psyche. 
This team has the personnel to win its di- 
vision, challenge for the overall MAC title, 
and return to the bow! circuit. 


A. 30 at Pittsburgh L 
S. 6 Minnesota - SN 
S. 13 at Boise State Bt 
S. 27 atWyoming x 
0. 4 Eastern Michigan Ww 
O. 11 at Akron W 
0.18 Miami(OH)  ——* 
0.25 at Northern Illinois * 
N. 1 Kent State 2 
N. 8 at Ohio W 
N. 21 Buffalo ig 
N. 28 atToledo W 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Bowling Green SID 


2008 BOWLING GREEN ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN —66._- Dodge, Josh 6-3/298 Fr. Dunnellon, FL 42. Fells, Eugene 6-1/233 So. Palatka, FL 
14 Brown, Nathan 64/225 Fr. Harrisburg,PA 46 Donahue, Tyler 6-6/292 So Naperville, IL 44 Haneline, John 6-2/240 . North Olmsted, OH 
16 Hunter, Tony 61/227 Ur Coshocton,OH 74 Fink, Jeff 6-4/292 Sr. Willoughby,OH 43 Jackson, Brandon 6-2/243 dr. Collierville, TN 
13 Sheehan, Tyler 64/227 Ur Cincinnati,OH © 76 Kent, Aaron 6-6/300 Sr. Zanesville,OH 36 Parks, Lewis 6-1/232 So. Fayetteville, GA 
60 McHugh, Casey 65/279 dr. San Francisco, CA 4 Sanderson, Jerett 60/195 dr Long Branch, Nu 
ee ae pe e ae ei 70 Minturn, Brady 6-4/290 Ur. Loveland,OH © 22 Scheidler, Josh 6-0/213 So. Stow, OH 
a 4 ig: 97 Smith, Darius 63/223 So Euclid,OH 35 Waldron, Nate 5-10/215 Sr. Rochester, PA 

28 Geter, Willie 5-7/167_ So. Miami, FL 75. Steffy, Shane 63/290 de Oakmont, PA 
19 Ransom, Eric 5-9/189 Fr. Waco, TX 97 ving a 65/205 de Lansing, MI DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
V7 Turner, Anthony 62/227 Sr. Dayton, OH yea 24 Brown, Jahmal 5-10/193 dr. Cleveland, OH 
32 Wooldridge, Mark 58/181 Fr. Akron,OH DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 7 Fillari, Giovanni 5-11/205 St San Francisco, CA 
92 Alvarado, Kevin 6-2/263 ‘Fr. East Chicago, IN 21 Lewis, Kenny 5-11/192 Sr Pittsburgh, PA 
Piece cal Meta chai” Bakes erin 63/31 Sz Maplewood, NJ. 23 Lewis, Tarel 510/187 de Redford, Ml 
84. Brighton, Derek 60/196 So. Meceseu ee 2/290 So. Chesapeake, VA" 34 Lorenzi, Robert 58/1657 “uc Concord, CA 
80 Cheathem Keston 6-1/203 Se Compton, CA ‘s rant uated Bene Us Twinsburg, OH 25 Mahone, Pd. SHAS. ve Fina, OF 

Slack iat ntaia he ile FL 22, Briggs Diyral 63/232 Sr. Mt Healthy,OH — 10 Marshall, Calvin 511/196 So. Miramar, Fl 
95 ne oe Doan if ba 62. Burrell, Preston 65/278 Fr. Holland, MI 38 Robilotto, Lane 61/172 Fr Painesville, OH 

eye pees Detrots MI 95 Davis, Nick 63/275 Sr. Cincinnati, OH — 2 Smith, Antonio 5-10/182 Sr. Miami, FL 
Se: Keio, Serre pO TS Stockin GA 58 Hardwick, Jacob 63/261 Jr. —VirginiaBeach, VA 29 Tomlinson, Alfred 5-8/185 So. Dayton i 

SRS Meee GO/17~ St. McDonald, PA 63. teartung, Garth 61/250 Sr SanduskyOH 5 Walker Freddie 59/191 St Lansing, MI 

5 Partridge, Corey SITY Se Loveland OH gg Johnson, Andrew 63/257 Fe Detroit, MI 18 Wiliams, Derrick -«G-0/189Fr._—_—Shreveport, LA 
83 Pronty, Tyrone 60/184 Jr Maple Heights, OH og Magnone, Angelo 63/241 So. Steubenville, OH 31. wiliams, Roger 510/197 de Lake City GA 
15 Wiley, Calvin $-11/207 J. Detroit, MI 50 Ream, Michael 6-2/265 Jr Bluffton, OH J 
12 Wright, Chris 5-10/181 dr. Middletown, OH 40 Schaefer, Joe 6-4/259 Sr Parma Heights, OH SPECIALISTS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 94 Tipton, Carlos 63/246 So Cincinnati,oH 57 Oahlman, Neal (IS) 61/238 So, New Lenox, IL 
91. Rieke, Nick 6-4/270 So. Crystal lake,IL 77. Torresso, Nick 62/294 So. Chicago, IL . eer, 4 a es ae 
89 Scheider Jimmy  6-4/243 J.-—Indianapolis, IN yNEBACKERS HWE CL HOMETOWN. yi oe ee a eerie 
OFFENSIVELINEMEN © HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 45. Basler, Cody 63/236 Ur Auburn, MI 4) Yryilo, Sinisa (K) 64/234 Se Ft. Worth, TX 
64 Albert, Scott 6-7/292 Jr. Kenton,OH 37 Davis, Aaron 62/203 ur. Seffner, FL 
61 Bojicic, Ben 6-5/292 Fr. Farmington Hills, MI 53 Davis, Jerrson 61/205 dr. Andrews, SC 
55 Curtis, Brandon 61/286 Sr. Springfield, OH 30 Dozier, Erique 6-1/223 Sr. Akron, OH 

RECORD: 8-5 (6-2 MAC) 
picembeen Pee eee DEPTH CHART DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
Jonathan Davis OB 5-11 170 - - S. 1 at Minnesota Ww (ot) 32-31 
Winston Etheridge DL 6-2 254 OFFENSE (8) S. 8 at Michigan State L 98-17 
Timothy German OL 65 300 WR 1 Corey Partridge (Sr) 3. Marques Parks (Sr. S.22 Temple w 48-35 
DeMark Jenkins WR 63 202 WR 12 Chris Wright (Jr.) 83 Tyrone Pronty (ur.) S.29 Western Kentucky Ww 41-21 
Roberelorenci DB 59 «170 WR 7 Ered Barnes (Jr) 80 Keston een (Sr) 0. 6 at Boston College L 55-24 
Casey McHugh OL 66 275 WR 86 Jermiah Kelley (Sr.) 84 Derek Brighton (So.) 0.13 at Miami (OH) L 47-14 

ith LT 76 Aaron Kent (Sr) 64 Scott Albert (ur.) 0.20 at Kent State W 31-20 
Kelth’ Morgan gan LG 75 Shane Steffy (dr) 64 Scott Albert (Jr) 0.27 Ohio L 38-27 
Aaron Pankratz QB 66 220 55 Brandon Curtis (Sr) 61 Ben Bojicic (Fr) N. 2 Akron Ww 44-20 
Gerald Phillips K 6-1 195 RG 70 Brady Minturn (Jr) 74 deff Fink (Sr) N. 9 atEastern Michigan W 39-32 
Marquese Quiles OB 60 170 RT 46 Tyler Donahue (So.) 87 DJ. Young (Jr) N.17 at Buffalo Ww 31-17 
Lane Robilotto DB 61 176 QB 13 Tyler Sheehan (Jr) 14 Nate Brown (Fr) N. 23 Toledo Ww 37-10 
Charles Robinson OL 66 340 TB 17 AnthonyTurner(Sr) 28 Willie Geter (So.) J. 6 #Tulsa L 63-7 
Adrien Spencer DB 60 175 DEFENSE (8) #GMAC Bow! 

Pale Rees Of 2651 300 DE 99 Diyral Briggs (St) 47 Adrian Baker (Sr) 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
Anthony Stover LB 6-2. 200 ; 

y : NG 63 pxtondo Barrow (So.) 77 see TOCTesSS (So.) PASSING ATT COMP -YDS_-1D INT 
Nicholas Tuminello DER 6-475 225 DT 90 Michael Ream (ur) 95. Nick Davis (Sr) Tyler Sheehan 476-303 3264 2 
Blaec Walker OL 65 315 DE 58 Jacob Hardwick (Jr) 51 Angelo Magnone (So.) Anthony Glaud 32 -BCO«8HC(‘( tC 
The Falcons stockpiled offensive linemen and WLB 44 John Hanetine (Se) 2 “Eugene Fells (S0.) RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 
defensive backs to address immediate and MLB 30 Erique Dozier (Sr.) 45 Cody Basler (Jr) Anthony Turner 106 519 49 9 
future depth needs, and added backup help SLB 4 Jerett Sanderson (Jr) 37 Aaron Davis (Ur.) Willie Geter 71, “A320 A6c1., 
at quarterback. Three junior college players CB 2 Antonio Smith (Sr) 23 Tarell Lewis (Jr) RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
are part of the incoming group. Quarterback CB 21 Kenny Lewis (Sr:) 31 Roger Williams (Ur.) Freddie Barnes 82 962 117 9 
Andrew, Beam oivesicopel Gregg Brandon a SS 25 Pa. Mahone (dr) 27 Giovanni Fillar (Sr) Corey Partridge 46 453 («98 2 
big, strong-armed player with a year of jun- Willie Geter 37-296 8.0 0 
ior college experience as insurance behind FS 24 Jahmal Brown (Jr) 4 Jerett Sanderson (Jr) Bixglies Parts Be 360t oes 


Tyler Sheehan. Also coming in from the jun- 
ior college ranks is defensive back Robert 
Lorenzi, who had 14 interceptions in two sea- 
sons. He strengthens Bowling Green’s vet- 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 41 Sinisa Vrvilo (Sr) 
P 26 Nick Iovinelli (Sr.) 


KR 31 Roger Williams (Jr) 
PR 2 Antonio Smith (Sr) 


Kicking: Sinisa Vrvilo, 15-19 FGs, 47-47 XPs, 92 points 
Tackles: Erique Dozier, 112; John Haneline, 96 


Sacks: Diyral Briggs, 5 


eran secondary. . = a _ Interceptions: P.J. Mahone, 7 


Returning Players in Bold 


165 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


HEAD COACH: TURNER GILL RECORD AT SCHOOL: 7-17 (2 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 7-17 (2 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TURNER GILL DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JIMMY WILLIAMS 
BUFFALO, NY. UB STADIUM (29,013) 


t most universities, the beginning of football season is a time when hope and 
potential are in full blossom. At Buffalo, however, the flower patch usually 
emerges thick with dandelions. Not this time. Eighteen starters return from 
a team that finished 5-3 in the Mid-American Conference and won a share 
of the East Division championship. Among the returning starters are four All-MAC se- 
lections. There is talk of a league title and a bowl game. 

But true to form, third-year coach Turner Gill isn’t going to allow himself to change 
his way of thinking. “We've had high expectations since we first got here,” Gill says. “I 
don’t think there’s going to be a big difference in how we coach and how we expect our 
players to perform. We're going to push them to the max.” 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


QUARTERBACKS By the time his career is complete, Drew Willy could be the best 
quarterback ever to wear a Buffalo uniform. The fourth-year starter set a record for 
completions in a season (258), had the highest pass efficiency rating in school history 
(135.7), the highest completion percentage (68.4 percent) in a single season and had 
15 touchdowns with only six interceptions. But it is pivotal that Willy remains healthy, 
because there’s virtually no experienced depth at quarterback. 


RUNNING BACKS Like Willy, junior tailback James Starks will be one of the best 
ever to play his position at Buffalo. Starks enjoyed a breakout season while rushing for 
a career-best 1,103 yards to become the first Buffalo running back in the Division I-A 
era to rush for 1,000 yards in a season. Brandon Thermilus is listed as his backup. A dif- 
ferent style of runner, junior Mario Henry 


proved to very effective in his first 


season since being converted 
from defensive back, rushing 
for 345 yards on 76 carries and 

a touchdown. 

RECEIVERS This is by far the deepest position on the offense, led by junior Naaman 
Roosevelt, a third-team AII-MAC selection. Senior Ernest Jackson is coming off the 
most productive season of his career, a 53-catch, 645-yard, six-touchdown campaign. 

Junior Brett Hamlin, fully recovered from a foot injury that sidelined him for most of 
2006, added 38 catches for 415 yards. 


MAC EAST 
PREDICTION 


Coach Turner Gill, who also served as 
the offensive coordinator, directed an of- 
fense that scored 291 points — the 
most in Buffalo’s Division I-A history and 
only 28 points shy of the school record. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Buffalo will benefit from returning four of five starters on the 
offensive line, although the anchor, center Jamey Richard, was lost to graduation. Each 
of the remaining four linemen started all 12 games last season, with three of them start- 
ing in 2006 as well. Jeff Niedermier, along with Richard, became the first Buffalo of- 
fensive linemen to earn All-MAC honors. Richard has started 30 consecutive games. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Buffalo returns some experience on the defensive line but also 
loses its anchor in all-league defensive end Trevor Scott. Tackle Ronald Hilaire is com- 
ing off the best season of his career — 45 tackles, four for a loss, and 1.5 sacks. Tack- 
les Chris Callahan, a returning starter, and Mike Thompson have moved outside to 
end, while sophomore Anel Montanez is pencilled in as a starter alongside Hilaire. 
Gill needs to find depth from among an inexperienced group. 


LINEBACKERS The Bulls have questions here after losing all-league players Kareem 

Byrom and Larry Hutchinson. Redshirt freshman John Syty and true freshman Obi 
Ezemma are atop the depth chart, as is sophomore Justin Winters. Fred Branch made two 
starts at outside linebacker as a true freshman, and Josh Copeland, originally a defensive 
back, moved to linebacker midway through the season. Both figure to be in the mix, al- 
though they missed the spring with injuries. David Hubbard is the group's lone senior. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS This could very well be the deepest and best secondary in the 
MAC. As a true freshman, safety Davonte Shannon became Buffalo's first All-MAC 
first-team selection. He had more tackles (123) than any freshman in the nation, and 
his 73 solo stops were also the most in the Division I-A era for Buffalo. Mike Newton 
returns for his third season as a starting safety, and he led the Bulls in interceptions for 
the second straight season with four. Kendric Hawkins, Domonic Cook and Josh 
Thomas will divvy up the cornerback duties. 


SPECIALISTS Kicker A.J. Principe was a pleasant surprise. He walked on to the team 
in the summer and by the end of training camp had earned a scholarship. He also earned 
the starting kicker job and went on to hit 15-of-20 field goals for the season. Gill must 
find a replacement for four-year punter Ben Woods. 


TWO-MINUTE BELL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE BULLS 
It seems circumstances are pointed in Bul- 
falo’s favor. Only three starters — senior 
defensive end Chris Callahan, junior tight 
end Jesse Rack and junior cornerback 
Kendric Hawkins — missed spring prac- 
tice, and for the first time in recent mem- 
ory, no one missed spring drills because of 
discipline or academic issues. There’s a 
sense of continuity among the coaching 
staff — only two new coaches have been 
added, Fred Reed (defensive backs) and 
Vantz Singletary (defensive tackles), the 
nephew of Hall of Fame linebacker Mike 
Singletary. There’s also some talent on 
hand, especially on offense. Quarterback 
Drew Willy and tailback James Starks will 
operate behind a veteran offense line. 
Scoring points should not be a problem. 
There are some holes to fill on defense, but 
Turner Gill has recruited well in his short 
time in Buffalo. Finding some new leaders 
will be very important. Players like Jamey 
Richard (center), Trevor Scott (defensive 
end), Kareem Byrom (linebacker) and Larry 
Hutchinson (linebacker) will be missed. 
“Tt’s going to be hard to replace guys like 
Trevor and Jamey,” says sophomore safety 
Davonte Shannon. “Guys who have more 
experience and the guys coming in have to 
help keep the replacements afloat on of- 
fense and defense. We have to be leaders.” 


2008 SEHEOULE 


28 UTEP 


21 at Bowling Green 
28 Kent State 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


A. 

S. 6 at Pittsburgh - 
S. 13 Temple _W 
S. 20. at Missouri it 
S. 27 at Central Michigan _ be 
0.11 Western Michigan x: 
0.18 Army W 
0. 28 at Ohio Ww 
N. 4 Miami (OH) _* 
N. 13 at Akron Ww 
N. Si 
N. * 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Buffalo SID 


2008 BUFFALO ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HWT CL HOMETOWN OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
10 Jorgensen, Cory 63/205 Fr Williamston, MI 76. Bacoulis, Matt 

16 Willy, Drew 63/209 Sr. Randolph, NJ 73. Bittner, Peter 

17 Young, Ed 60/180 Fr. Fort Worth, TX 65 Carlson, Ted 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN © Flanagan, Brandon 
33. Dean, William 511/255 Fr, Monson, MA 27 Geddes, Jon 

31 Dorsey, Marquis 510/179 Fr, Buffalo, Ny 77 Jerrold, Jordan 
28 Henry, Mario 59/202 Jt Erie, PA 8 Kelly, Brian 

37 McCune, Da'Von 5-10/187 dr. Buffalo, Ny 79 Lauzze, Chris 

36 Nduka, Ike 5-11/220 So, White Plains, Ny 75 Niedermier, Jeff 
29 Rolle, Lawrence 5-10/240 Fr. Bronx, NY 70 Norell, Ray 

32 Scharon, Chris 6-2/242 Sr. Salem,NH 78 Ostrowski, Matt 
19 Starks, James 6-2/210 Jr Niagara Falls,Ny 72 West, Andrew 

27 Thermilus, Brandon 5-11/226 So.  FlowerMound,TX — DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
RECEIVERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 62 Arisco, Dan 

84 Hagg, Skyler 511/175 So. Glendale, AZ 98 Brennan, Matt 

88 Hamlin, Brett 6-1/182 dr. Jupiter, FL 94 Brown, Derrick 
21 Jackson, Ernest 6-2/215 Sr. Rochester, NY 48 Callahan, Chris 
80 Jackson, Terrell 6-1/180 So. Temple,TX 52 Drewes, Tom 

23 Pierre, Alex 61/91 dr Hackensack, NJ 99 DuBois, Gordon 

3 Rice, Gary 59/170 Sr. Hamilton,OH 95 Hilaire, Ronald 

2 Rivers, Marcus 6-4/205 Fr. Lackawanna, NY 63 Johnson, Kevin 
18 Roosevelt, Naaman 5-11/184 Jr. Buffalo, NY 90 _ Lapointe, Bruno 
26 Trinkle, Zach 5-8/175 Fr. Springville, NY 74 Montanez, Anel 
TIGHT ENDS HIWT CL HOMETOWN i ee 
83. Abdo, Matt 63/255 Sr. Fayetteville, WY 6 cate hie 
86 Brey, Kyle 6-2/245 So. Granger, IN 54 Smith, ichie 

87 Connacher, Aaron 63/230 So. Jamestown, NY ith, Richie 

81 Kisabeth, Bryan 6-4/B5 Sr Plymouth, MI 62. Thompson, Mike 
91 Marr, Michael 63/240 Fr Moravia, NY 56 Toussaint, Orlando 
93 Pakan, Andrew 6-2/210 Fr. Rochester, NY LINEBACKERS 

82 Rack, Jesse 63/247 dr. Maspeth,NY 51 Akobundu, Raphael 
45. Yealu, Robert 63/241 Sr. Cedar Grove,NJ 59 Branch, Fred 
Isaac Baugh DB 6-1 180 

Imani Chatman LB 6-3 215 

dose Cortes OL 6-5 285 

Jerry Davis QB 6-1 200 

Obi Ezemma (Bo 6-0 215 OFFENSE (10) 

Ray Anthony Long LB 6-1 195: | WR 

Zach Maynard QB 6-3 185 

Steven Means DE 6-3 220 Penman ee ease ep 
Willie Moseley DE 6-4 225 LT _70 Ray Norell (Sr) 
Gokhan Ozkan OL 67 300 LG 73 Peter Bittner (So.) 
Terry Peden DE 6-1 240 C 79 Chris Lauzze (Sr) 
Scott Pettigrew (B62 210 RG 75 Jeff Niedermier (Sr.) 
Mark Richardson LB 6-2 220 RT 77 dordan Jerrold (Jr) 
David Skrip OL 6-3 285 TE 82 Jesse Rack (J 
Richie Smith DT 63 300 wad 
Dustin Tait LB 6-1 225 «| «= QB 16 Drew Willy (Sr) 
Jaleel Verser DE 6-6 225 | FB 32 Chris Scharon (Sr.) 
Dalonte Wallace LB 6-2 200 | RB 19 James Starks (Jr) 
Graham Whinery OL 6-3 260 | 

Darius Willis 1B/QB 6-3 220 DEFENSE (8) 

Joel Wilson DT 6-3 280 DE 48 Chris Callahan (Sr.) 
With 10 starters returning, coach Turner Gill DT 95 Ronald Hilaire (Sr.) 


doesn’t see many incoming freshmen play- 
ing on offense. But he expects early contri- 
butions from some of his defensive recruits, 
particularly at linebacker. Among the possi- 
bilities are Imani Chatman, Obi Ezemma and 
Ray Anthony Long. Chatman played defensive 
end at Urbana High School in Frederick, Md., 
where he set a school record with 12 sacks 
as a senior. Ezemma, an all-New York State 
pick at Ramapo High in Spring Valley, en- 
rolled in January and participated in spring 
practice. Long played safety at Houston’s 
Nimitz High and has the speed (4.45 in the 
40-yard dash) and ball skills to do the same 
at the college level. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


DT 74 Anel Montanez (So.) 
DE 60 Mike Thompson (Sr.) 


HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
63/307 Ut Des Plaines, IL 
6-4/293 So. Williamsville, NY 
6-4/295 Fr. Trondequoit, NY 
6-2/303 So. North Reading, MA 
6-4/337 Sr. Colonie, NY 
6-8/306 dr. Fairless Hills, PA 
66/317 So. Richmond, VA 
6-2/300 Sr Pembroke, NY 
6-3/310 Sr New Washington, OH 
6-6/296 Sr. Monroe, CT 
67/300 Fr. Natrona Heights, PA 
66/313 Ur Croswell, MI 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
61/280 Fr. Cheshire, CT 
6-2/230 Fr. Cheektowaga, NY 
6-3/280 Fr. Harrisburg, PA 
63/247 Sr. Webster, NY 
6-1/246 So. Dunmore, PA 
6-2/230 Fr. Andover, MD 
6-0/288 Sr. Laval, QC 
6-4/294 Ur. Newton, Nd 
6-5/259 So. Lennoxville, QC 
5-11/290 So. Trumbull, CT 
6-4/299 Fr. Queens, NY 
62/267 dr. Baltimore, MD 
6-4/246 Sr. Bloomfield, CT 
63/300 Fr. Pen Argyl, PA 
6-1/278 Sr. Seffner, FL 
63/233 Fr. Brooklyn, NY 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
60/219 Fr. Bronx, NY 
6-3/200 So. Rockville, MD 


DEPTH CHART 


18 Naaman Roosevelt (Jr.) 88 Brett Hamlin (Jr) 
80 Terrell Jackson (So.) 


OLB 26 John Syty (Fr.) 
MLB 41 Obi Ezemma (Fr) 
OLB 34 Justin Winters (So.) 


cB 
CB 
ss 
FS 


15 Josh Thomas (So.) 


25 Domonic Cook (So.) 
7 Davonte Shannon (So.) 


30 Mike Newton (Jr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
Pp 


39 A.J. Principe (So.) 
1 Peter Fardon (Fr.) 


72 Andrew West (Jr) 
57 Jon Geddes (Sr.) 

66 Brandon Flanagan 
76 Matt Bacoulis (Jr.) 


(So.) 


78 Matt Ostrowski (Fr.) 


45 Robert Yealu (Sr) 
17 Ed Young (Fr) 


29 Lawrence Rolle (ur) 
27 Brandon Thermilus (So.) 


56 Orlando Toussaint 


(Jr) 


92 Dane Robinson (ur.) 

63 Kevin Johnson (Jr) 
Willie Moseley (Fr.) 

51 Raphael Akobundu (Fr.) 


53 Jerry Housey (So.) 


44 David Hubbard (Sr) 


22 Sherrod Lott (So.) 


12 Kendric Hawkins (Jr.) | 


43 Chris Storr (ur) 
49 Adekunle Akingba 


(Sr) 


KR 18 Naaman Roosevelt (Jr) 
PR 18 Naaman Roosevelt (ur) 


4 Chisam, Jamal 5-11/208 Sr. Glendale, MD 
42 Copeland, Josh 60/195 So. Fairborn, OH 
41 Ezemma, Obi 60/215 Fr. Spring Valley, NY 
53 Housey, Jerry 6-1/230 So. Bronx, NY 
44 Hubbard, David 6-0/225 Sr —_-R. Cucamonga, CA 
26 Syty, John 62/190 Fr. Clarence, NY 
34 Winters, Justin 5-11/190 So. Greenbelt, MD 
DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
49 Akingba, Adekunle 6-4/205 Sr. Brooklyn, NY 
25 Cook, Domonic 59/175 So. Buffalo, NY 
39 Cotton, Ryan 5-9/187 Fr. East Aurora, NY 
12 Hawkins, Kendric 5-10/184 Jr. Upper Marlboro, MD 
9 Hayes, Alan 511/190 Fr Houston, TX 
13 Jackson, Gerald 5-11/186 Sr. Alexandria, VA 
22 Lott, Sherrod 5-10/170 So. Plant City, FL 
30 Newton, Mike 5-10/195 Jr. Pasadena, MD 
7 Shannon, Davonte 61/180 So. Jeannette, PA 
43. Storr, Chris 60/189 Jr Southfield, MI 
15 Thomas, Josh 5-10/175 So. Cedar Hill, TX 
38 West, Lucas 5-9/209 Sr. Syracuse, NY 
1 White, Travis 59/160 Fr. Brooklyn, NY 
SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
96 Eldayrie, George (K) 58/173 Fr. Clarence, NY 
11 Fardon, Peter (P) 6-2/180 Fr. Brisbane, Australia 
10 McGroarty, Gerry (K) 62/219 Sr. Wilkes-Barre, PA 
39. Principe, A.J. (K) 5-9/165 So. Columbus, OH 
RECORD: 5-7 (5-3 MAC) 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
A.30 at Rutgers L 38- 3 
S. 8 atTemple Ww 42-7 
S.15 at Penn State L 45-24 
S.22 Baylor L 34-21 
S.29 at Ball State L 49-14 
0. 6 Ohio Ww 31-10 
0.13 Toledo WwW 43-33 
0.20 at Syracuse L 20-12 
0.27 Akron Ww 26-10 
N. 3. at Miami (OH) L 31-28 
N.17 Bowling Green L 31-17 
N. 24 at Kent State Ww (ot) 30-23 


2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING 

Drew Willy 
RUSHING 

dames Starks 
Mario Henry 
RECEIVING 
Naaman Roosevelt 
Ernest Jackson 
dames Starks 
Brett Hamlin 


ATT 


377 


251 1 


COMP 


258 
YDS 
103 
345 
YDS 
766 
645 
311 
415 


YOS TD INT 
2572 15 6 
AVG TD 

44 12 

45, al 

AVG 1D 

122) 4 

12.2 6 

76 2 

109 «1 


Kicking: A.J. Principe, 15-20 FGs, 32-34 XPs, 77 points 
Tackles: Davonte Shannon, 123; Larry Hutchinson, 88 


Sacks: Trevor Scott, 10 


Interceptions: Mike Newton, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 


167 


HEAD COACH: DOUG MARTIN RECORD AT SCHOOL: 15-31 (4 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 15-31 (4 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: A.J. PRATT DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: PETE REKSTIS 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


KENT, OHIO DIX STADIUM (25,000) A QUICK LOOK AT THE 
fter a promising 3—2 start that included a victory at Iowa State, Kent State GOLDEN FLASHES 
folded, dropping its final seven games due in large part to injuries at the quar-__ Kent State proved last year to be a team 
sedhdsdar terback position. There were, however, some positives for Doug Martin and that has yet to learn how to deal with suc- 
his staff. The Golden Flashes found a quality backup quarterback and devel- cess. Perhaps that is why this program 


oped a solid nucleus to build around this fall. Despite last season's struggles, Kent State has only had two winning seasons since 
enters the 2008 campaign with realistic hopes that it can be a factor in the MAC East —_1977. Coming off a .500 season in 2006, 


race. “Last year’s record was not indicative of the talent on this team,” Martin says. Kent State was picked by most to finish 
first or second in the MAC East, but the 


QUARTERBACKS After a solid 2006 season, Julian Edelman figured to be one of the Golden Flashes plummeted back to their 
top quarterbacks in the MAC last fall. He led the Golden Flashes to a season-opening familiar position of last place. Much of 
win at lowa State but was injured in a Week 2 loss at Kentucky. He managed to play in that had to due with the injuries at quar- 
the next six games but was never really the same player. Giorgio Morgan stepped in terback: This year, Kent State will not be 
and played well, highlighted by a 247-yard effort in a close loss to eventual MAC champ the hunted but will go back to being the 
Central Michigan. But he, too, went down with an injury. In all, Kent State used four hunter: The offensive line and running 
quarterbacks during the 2007 season. This fall, Edelman and Morgan are both healthy, SP aie ame aa allah, 
making the quarterback a position of strength for the Golden Flashes. eat Julien Edelensp sta healthy? — 
RUNNING BACKS Playing in an offense that struggled much of the season, the and with the receiving corps — can this 
MAC EAST diminutive (5'5") Eugene Jarvis managed to rush for 1,669 yards (fifth-most in the na- struggling unit produce? Last season, the 
PREDICTION tion) on a 6.0-yard average. His rushing total alone accounted for just under 40 per- Flashes ranked last uy the MAC and liith 
cent of the entire offensive production. Jarvis rushed for at least 100 yards in nine of ih He ly vig pebeete ah yee 
Kent State’s 12 games and averaged 122 yards against the Flashes’ two BCS conference a. Yat as Der game. VETENsIVEly, Ken 


3 : a State should be among the best in the 
. ms Siete Ant she 9 tael oleae areal ve nee te alla 
opponents, Andre Flowers, Ww ho rushed for 279 yards last year, 1s the No. 2 tailback. MAC, especially at linebacker. A solid 


RECEIVERS The weak link in the offense is Thanks in large part tothe  90UP of incoming recruits should help the 


the receiving corps. Kent State ranked last work of tailback Eugene Secondary improve. There efinaly aa 
in the MAC and 111th nationally in pass- Jarvis, Kent State averaged —_'tY with the placekicking position. Consid- 


: a! 200 yards rushing per game, _ ering that this team lost four MAC games 
ing offense, Somenf shat was dice to. the Tai tac south dint by Saisie each, Kent State is not 
lack of stability at quarterback, but the re- MAC behindToledo. that far off from being a factor in the MAC 
ceivers must share in the blame as well. The coach- East 

ing staff worked extensively in the spring to find a way to get ; 
more production from this group. Phil Garner was the leading receiver last year, but he 
totaled only 27 receptions. The big change is Jameson Konz’s move from defensive end 
to his natural position of tight end. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Despite the team’s offensive struggles last fall, the offensive 
line does feature some solid players. Augustus Parrish earned second-team all-conference 
honors and isa legitimate NFL prospect. Center Josh Perry also has a chance for all-con- 
ference honors. Junior college transfer Mike Roder looks to anchor one of the guard 
spots, while redshirt freshman Michael Fay impressed the staff during the spring. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The defensive line did not live up to expectations last year 
and “kind of fell off,” according to Martin. While still playing a 3-4 scheme, Kent State 
will be making some adjustments in order to become less predictable. Sam Frist and 
Prishod Koonce are mainstays at nosetackle, and David Filippi and Darrius Carter 
give the Flashes a pair of veteran ends. A player to keep an eye on is tackle Ishmaa‘ily 
Kitchen, who will give Kent State one of the biggest bodies (6'3", 316) in the MAC. 


LINEBACKERS Derek Burrell returns to anchor the linebacking corps after leading EUGENE JARVIS 
the Flashes with 112 tackles en route to earning third-team All-MAC honors. Kevin 
Hogan is an emerging playmaker; he ranked second on the team with 10 tackles fora 


loss in 2007. Cedrick Maxwell, Stevon Moss and Anthony Mirando are also proven 2008 SCHEDULE 


veterans. Newcomer Cobrani Mixon, a transfer from Michigan, also figures to be a A. 30 #Boston College L 
factor. “This group has a chance to be really good,” says Martin. S. 6 at lowa State L 
DEFENSIVE BACKS Kent State ranked 10th in the country in pass defense in 2006 5 a Snaeehe i 

, and gave up only eight passing touchdowns. Those numbers dipped last year; the Flashes S. 97 at Ball State L 
slipped to 60th in pass defense and gave up 19 touchdown passes. Kent State also tied 0. 4 Akron W 
for 99th in the nation with only nine interceptions. Kirk Belgrave, Danny Sadler and 0.11. Ohio W 
Rico Murray have all logged significant action at cornerback, but this group will have 0. 25 at Miami (OH) * 
to make more plays this fall. Some touted incoming freshmen — Josh Pleasant, Jhar- N. 1 at Bowling Green * 
ron Armstrong and Leon Green — will contend for playing time right away. N. 12 Temple W 
SPECIALISTS The Flashes have been haunted by a dreadful kicking game through the " 3 Nore alae Mu 
years, but they finally found a dependable placekicker in Nate Reed. He converted 18- : Baan OH a 
of-24 field goal attempts last season with a long of 52 yards. However, punter Jake Kil- Se ba EN ae RG Nonste & 
roy averaged only 36.6 yards on his 57 attempts. Wor L indicates a projected win or loss 2 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGF FOOTBALL 2008 


2008 KENT STATE ROSTER 


6-4/285 So. Lawrenceville, GA 
6-4/265 Fr. Allentown, PA 
6-7/320 Fr. Mableton, GA 
6-3/280 Sr. Penn Hills, PA 
65/305 Sr _ Silver Spring, MD 
6-4/285 Fr. Trotwood, OH 
65/305 Sr. Temple Hills, MD 
62/295 Sr. Monroeville, OH 
6-4/280 So. Youngstown, OH 
64/310 ur Ahwatukee, AZ 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-5/246 Sr. Inglewood, CA 
6-5/250 Fr. Blacklick, OH 
6-3/246 Sr. Dover, OH 
6-4/269 Jr. Southern Pines, NC 
6-0/280 dr. Goldvein, VA 
63/316 Fr. Youngstown, OH 
6-3/295 Sr. Chester, PA 
6-4/240 So. Las Cruces, NM 
5-11/245 So. Virginia Beach, VA 
6-2/221 Fr. Butler, PA 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
60/215 So. LaVerne, CA 
6-2/240 Sr. Richmond, VA 
63/200 Fr. Columbus, OH 
63/223 dr. Chardon, OH 
511/215 So. Youngstown, OH 
5-11/209 Fr. Seven Hills, OH 
§-10/220 Sr. Tampa, FL 
62/239 our. Jefferson, OH 
6-1/230 So. Cincinnati, OH 


DEPTH CHART 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 73 Cooper, Aaron 

5 Brown, Jon 5-10/195 dr. Westlake,OH 69 Fay, Michael 

7 Colavecchia, Rocco 6-2/220 Fr. Wampum, PA 71 Laster, Charles 

1 Edelman, Julian 60/198 Sr. Redwood City,CA 53 Matuschek, Damian 
12 Magazu, Anthony 63/196 dr. Matthews,NC 66 McGraw, Travis 
14 Morgan, Giorgio 6-4/200 So. East Pointe,GA 72 Page, Michael 
RUNNING BACKS HIWT CL HOMETOWN - Ack gas 
36 Cromwell, Jamar 58/189 Fr Pittsburgh, PA ay uO8 

25 Flowers, Andre 511/200 So. Ridgely,Tn 78 Reedy, Pat 

6 Jarvis, Eugene 55/170 dh Pittsburgh, PA 76, Rodes, Mike 
RECEIVERS HT/WT cL = HOMETOWN. DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
4 Bayes, Shawn 5-10/181 Sr Memphis, TN - ee 

11 Capasso, Anthony 5-10/183 Fr. Columbia Station, OH 52 Fil i Davi 4 

9 Garner, Phil SAN/182 de Coral Springs, FL 7, Lee 

10 Lynn, Coleman 57/165 dr. College Park, GA 67: Hull, Karon 

3 McBryde, Derek 5-11/186 dr. Cleveland, OH 3 Kitchen Ishmaaiily 
13 Muldrow, Leneric §:8/172 So. Greenville, SC 95 Koonce, Prishod 
85 Robinson, Aaron §-10/175 So. Ellenwood, GA we 

32. Vanderink, Alan 510/185 So. Hiram, 0H 84 Masters, Nick 

16 Woodson, Mark 51/181 Ut Shaker Heights,oH  *8 Rainey, Quinton 
TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN fires 

26 Konz, Jameson 6-3/222 Sr. Uniontown, OH LINEBACKERS 

87. Reese, Kyle 6-0/207 Fr. Olmsted Falls, OH a erie 
24 Simpson, Jonathan 6-5/225 So, Chatham, VA 8 Rua Marks 
83 Sonagere, Kyle 5-11/210 Fr. Stow, OH 94H Kati 

28 Troutman, Lester 6-2/216 dr. Dayton, OH % aera 

80 Williams, Jarvis 61/226 dr. Stafford, VA 96. Lechltner, Mark 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 54. taywiell,Cedrick 
55. Anzevino, Chris 6-2/308 Fr. Warren,OH 5] Mirando, Anthony 
75 Campbell, Dante 6-0/280 Jr Warren,OH = 1) Mixon, Cobrani 
2008 SIGNEES 

Jharron Armstrong S 6-2 187 

Sal Battles ATH 5-10 221 

Kent Cleveland OL 6-4 285 OFFENSE (7) 

Seamus Garvey OL 6-6 270 WR 9 Phil Garner (Jr.) 
oe aay e ei oe WR_ 85 Aaron Robinson (So.) 
Ryan Hidalgo \B/LS 6-1 215 Bee Sem baie Oe) 
Matthew Hurdle QB 6-3 190 LT 56 Augustus Parrish (Sr.) 
Ryan Jude DL 6-2 255 LG 69 Michael Fay (Fr.) 
Abdul Kanneh S 6-0 185 C 70 Josh Perry (Sr.) 
Josh Kline OL 6-4 270 RG 76 Mike Roder (ur) 
Rontez Miles S 6-1 190 RT 78 Pat Reedy (So.) 
Alex Napper WR 6-1 185 TE 26 Jameson Konz (Sr.) 
dosh Pleasant DB 5-10 185 QB 1 Julian Edelman (Sr) 
Matt Rinehart P 5-9 160 RB 6 Eugene darvis (Jr) 
Mike Roder OL 64 310 9 ‘ 
Sidney Saulter OB 6-0 165 DEFENSE (7) 

Joshua Stover LB 6-4 223 DE 52 David Filippi (Sr) 
dacquise Terry RB 6-0 180 NT 74 Sam Frist (Jt) 
Justin Thompson TE 6-1 225 67 Aaron Hull (J 

Ike Washington DL 6-2 288 or psa LED 
Tw. Williams WR 6-0 185 Gee So kedn Rosea ae 


Kent State signed the MAC’s top-rated class, 
with 22 players from nine different states. 
Josh Pleasant was a four-star prospect by 
Rivals.com and was rated the No. 20 overall 
prep school signee nationally. Jharron Arm- 
strong, the Washington D.C. area Player of 
the Year, had reported offers from Big East 
and ACC schools. Kent Cleveland and Leon 
Green are other highly rated prospects who 
expect to see early action. Chris Gilbert could 
become the real steal of the class. This re- 
ceiving prospect received a track offer from 
Tennessee. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


SLB 54 Cedrick Maxwell (Sr.) 
MLB 5 Stevon Moss (Sr.) 
WLB 19 Derek Burrell (Sr.) 
CB 37 Kirk Belgrave (ur.) 
CB 7 Rico Murray (Sr.) 

SS 38 Dan Hartman (So.) 

1 Will Johnson (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 98 Nate Reed (ur.) 
P47 Jake Kilroy (ur.) 


32 Alan Vanderink (So.) 
13 Leneric Muldrow (So.) 
16 Mark Woodson (ur) 
71 Charles Laster (Fr.) 

75 Dante Campbell (Ur) 
55 Chris Anzevino (Fr) 
66 Travis McGraw (Sr) 
72 Michael Page (Fr.) 

24 Jonathan Simpson (So.) 
14 Giorgio Morgan (So.) 
25 Andre Flowers (So.) 


90 Darrius Carter (Sr.) 
95 Prishod Koonce (Sr.) 
93 Ishmaa‘ily Kitchen (Fr) 
49 Monte Simmons (So.) 
56 Howard Bowens (So.) 
11 Cobrani Mixon (So.) 
51 Anthony Mirando (ur) 
21 Danny Sadler (Jr.) 
12 Sam Kirkland (Fr) 

31 Brian Lainhart (So.) 
27 Greg Keys (ur) 


KR 4 Shawn Bayes (Sr) 
PR 9 Phil Garner (Jr) 


5 Moss, Stevon 
49 Simmons, Monte 
30 Tymoszczuk, Joe 
44 Tyson, Byron 
35 Wood, Dorian 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
37 Belgrave, Kirk 
45 Bell, Ja’Darrin 
8 Cox, Corey 

38 Hartman, Dan 
58 Hill, Andrew 
25 Hummer, Brian 
1 Johnson, Will 
27 Keys, Greg 

12 Kirkland, Sam 
31 Lainhart, Brian 
39 Lynch, Joe 

7 Murray, Rico 
29 Pankewicz, J.J. 
3 Richey, Adam 
21 Sadler, Danny 
33. Taylor, Calvin 
15 Watley, Kenneth 
43 Williams, Paige 


SPECIALISTS 

35 Kandray, Will (K/P) 
47 Kilroy, Jake (P) 

42 Mulvany, Kevin (K) 
98 Reed, Nate (K) 

63 Thomasson, Alex (LS) 


5-11/230 
6-3/220 
6-1/233 
5-11/207 
6-1/224 


HT/WT 
6-1/197 
6-1/193 
5-8/159 
6-2/200 
6-0/205 
5-10/181 
6-0/200 
6-1/215 
6-1/188 
6-1/197 
5-11/168 
6-0/196 
5:7/198 
5-10/186 
5-10/181 
6-0/183 
5-9/160 
5-8/187 


HT/WT 
5-10/170 
5-11/210 
5-10/218 

5-8/178 

6-0/191 


2007 RESULTS 


RECORD: 3-9 (1-7 MAC) 


DATE OPPONENT 
A.30 at Iowa State 

S. 8 at Kentucky 
S.15 Delaware State 
S.22 at Akron 

S.29 at Ohio 

0. 6 Miami (OH) 
0.13 at Ohio State 
0.20 Bowling Green 
0.27 Central Michigan 
N.10 at Northern Illinois 
N.17  atTemple 

N. 24 Buffalo 


Sr. Hampton, VA 
So. Swissyale, PA 
So. Solon, OH 
Fr. Greenville, NC 
So. Austell, GA 
cL HOMETOWN 
Jr Norfolk, VA 
So. Ellenwood, GA 
So. Denver, CO 
So. Leavittsburg, OH 
Fr. Tallmadge, OH 
Fr Napoleon, OH 
So. Greenbelt, MD 
de Sandusky, OH 
Fr Chesapeake, VA 
So. Cincinnati, OH 
Fr. Coral Springs, FL 
Sh Cincinnati, OH 
Fr. Austintown, OH 
Jr. Nicholasville, KY 
Jr Maple Heights, OH 
Jr Akron, OH 
Fr. Cleveland, OH 
So. Ravenna, OH 
cL HOMETOWN 
So. Youngstown, OH 
dr Millersburg, OH 
Fr. Grove City, OH 
Jr. Wadsworth, OH 
Fr. Maumee, OH 
RESULT SCORE 
w 23-14 
L 56-20 
w 38- 7 
L 27-20 
w 33-25 
L 20-13 
L 48- 3 
L 31-20 

L 41-32 
L 27-20 

L 24-14 

L (ot) 30-23 


2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING 

Julian Edelman 
Jon Brown 
Giorgio Morgan 
RUSHING 


Eugene Jarvis 
Julian Edelman 


RECEIVING 
Phil Garner 
Eugene Jarvis 
Tom Sitko 


ATT COMP 
189 98 
62 28 
36 23 
ATT = «YDS 
279 1,669 
118455 
REC YDS 
27 = «284 
23 «306 
20 = 193 


YDS 1D INT 
1318 7 9 
215) tS 
274 3 «(OO 
AVG 1D 
6.0 10 

3.9 2 
AVG 1D 
105 1 
13.3 3 

96 1 


Kicking: Nate Reed, 18-24 FGs, 25-30 XPs, 79 points 
Tackles: Derek Burrell, 112; Jack Williams, 93 

Sacks: Two players tied with 5 
Interceptions: Jack Williams, 3 


Returning Players in Bold 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


MAC EAST 
PREDICTION 


as: HEAD COACH: SHANE MONTGOMERY RECORD AT SCHOOL: 15-21 (3 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 15-21 (3 YEARS) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: SHANE MONTGOMERY DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JAY HOOD 
OXFORD, OHIO YAGER STADIUM (24,286) 


iami fans can get more in-person looks than ever at their favorite team this 
season. The RedHawks are playing six home games for the first time in 
school history, and with 15 of 22 starters returning, they may have a lot 
to show off. The defense is particularly seasoned, with eight returning 
starters. The offense is a little more unsettled, with only seven returning starters and a 
quarterback competition that was expected to last up to the opener against Vanderbilt, 
the first SEC team to visit Oxford. 


QUARTERBACKS Daniel Raudabaugh took over as a third-year sophomore last year 
for the injured Mike Kokal, but the Texas native by no means puta stranglehold on the 
job. Head coach and offensive coordinator Shane Montgomery finds the potential in 
6'5", 236-pound redshirt freshman Clay Belton too tantalizing to ignore. The two got 
equal reps with the No. 1 team in spring practice and will continue the battle in the fall. 
Consistency would help Raudabaugh, who threw an equal number of touchdowns and 
interceptions while starting seven games last season. 


RUNNING BACKS The RedHawks couldn't keep their ball-carriers healthy last year, 
creating a revolving door at tailback. Sophomore Thomas Merriweather avoided the 
plague and worked more than any returning tailback, carrying the ball 40 times for 143 
yards and four touchdowns. Explosive junior Andre Bratton led the RedHawks with 
285 yards on 4.5 yards per carry two seasons ago, but he suffered a season-ending knee 
injury in the third game of last season that kept him out of spring practice. 


Daniel Raudabaugh threw 12 
touchdowns and 12 interceptions 
last fall, one reason Miami’s 
pass offense fell to sixth in the 


RECEIVERS None of the youthful RedHawks re- 
ceivers could crack the MAC’s top 10 in re- 
ceptions or yardage last season. But nine wide , 

receivers — including true freshmen Chris 

Givens and Jamal Rogers — reached double fig- MAC from third in 2006. 
ures in catches last season. All but one are back, led 

by sophomore Eugene Harris and junior Dustin Woods, who missed spring practice for 
the second consecutive year after undergoing shoulder surgery. Fifth-year senior tight 
ends Tom Crabtree and Jake O’Connell also are targets. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Graduation hit this unit the hardest, with the loss of two 
starters, but experience remains more of a strength than a weakness. Fifth-year senior 
left guard Dave DiFranco is versatile and tested, with two years of starting at tackle and 
guard on his résumé after moving from tight end. Fifth-year senior tackle Steve Sutter 
will play next to DiFranco after starting at right tackle last season. Junior Zachary Mar- 
shall, a transfer from Maryland who's dropped 23 pounds, should start at right tackle. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Fifth-year senior end Joe Coniglio leads an aggressive line that 
paced a Miami defense that led the MAC in sacks last season. Coniglio finished with 
a team-high 6.5 sacks. He is one of three returning starters, along with junior end 
Travis Craven and junior nosetackle Martin Channels. Pushing for playing time is end 
Morris Council, who had two sacks as a true freshman last season. Former tight end 
Sean Redwine, a sophomore, becomes the full-time starter at tackle. 


LINEBACKERS This is the heart of Miami's defense. Fifth-year senior Clay- 

ton Mullins was the MAC Defensive Player of the Year last season after lead- 

ing the RedHawks and tying for 10th nationally with 143 tackles at his outside 

spot. Middle linebacker Joey Hudson hopes for a pain-free senior season after 
playing last year with knee problems. Junior outside linebacker Caleb Bostic missed 
spring practice after undergoing foot surgery. Fifth-year senior Chris Shula, son of for- 
mer Bengals head coach Dave and grandson of Hall of Fame coach Don, is first off the 
bench. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The pressure is on fourth-year junior Wendell Brunson, who re- 
places graduated cornerback Jerrid Gaines, the unit’s only missing starter. Fifth-year 
senior Robbie Wilson, a Jim Thorpe Award nominee, and junior Jordan Gafford are 
back at the safety spots. Gafford led the secondary and finished fourth on the team 
with 89 tackles last season. Junior Jeff Thompson is the second-year starter at the other 
corner. The top 10 players include only three seniors. 


SPECIALISTS Senior punter Jake Richardson can finish his career as Miami's leader in 
average yards per punt. The Ray Guy Award nominee currently is averaging a program- 
best 41.98 yards. Nathan Parseghian is the returning starter at kicker, but Trevor Cook 
will push him. Rogers had a record 973 kick return yards last season. 


JOEY HUDSON 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 
A QUICK LOOK AT THE REDHAWKS 


With 15 returning starters, eight on de- 
fense, and six home games, conditions 
are favorable for Miami to post its second 
winning record in Shane Montgomery’s 
four seasons as head coach and contend 
for a second consecutive berth in the MAC 
Championship Game. The aggressive, ex- 
perienced defense plays with a swagger 
and should be even better in 2008 than it 
was in’07, when it was the MAC’s best in 
conference play. The line and linebackers 
seem to spend more time in opponents’ 
backfields than the quarterbacks and run- 
ning backs. The RedHawks will need their 
defense to help offset an offense that re- 
mains a work in progress — frustrating 
to Montgomery, a former quarterback who 
also serves as Miami’s offensive coordina- 
tor. Junior quarterback Daniel Raud- 
abaugh’s performance last season wasn’t 
strong enough to earn the job outright for 
this season, and whether he or redshirt 
freshman Clay Belton starts, don’t look for 
the RedHawks to put on an aerial display. 
New running backs coach Jay Graham 
must find a way to keep his backs healthy 
and overcome their lack of experience. 
Even with Vanderbilt as the home opener 
and trips to Michigan and Cincinnati, the 
schedule isn’t as imposing as in previous 
seasons, which is reason for optimism. 


2008 SCHEDUL 
A. 28 Vanderbilt * 
S._6 atMichigan 
. 13 Charleston Southern — 
. 20 atCincinnati _ 

2) GWE 2 ee 
11 at Northern Illinois 
18 at Bowling Green 
25 Kent State 
- 4 at Buffalo 
N. 11 Ball State 
N. 21 atToledo 
N. 28 Ohio 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Miami SID 


2008 MIAMI ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
13 Belton, Clay 65/236 Fr. Dayton,OH 60 Bray, Steve 
17 Decker, Kyle 63/203 Sr. Granville,0H 56 Brooks, Brandon 
12 Raudabaugh, Daniel 6-4/217 dr. Coppell, TX = airs om 

f arianati julley, Bo! 
18 Scherpenberg, Mike 6-3/203 So. Cincinnati, OH 7 Korean Kevil 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN — 79. Wadsen, Mike 
10 Bratton, Andre 5-11/180 Jr Woodbridge, VA 76 Marshall, Zachary 
25 Green, Danny 5-10/188 Fr. Oak Park,IL 52 Satterthwait, Josh 
24 Landingham, Quincy 6-0/205 So. Bloomfield Hills, MI 63 Staudinger, Ken 
19 Lattimore, Tu. 58/179 So, MapleHeights,OH 55 Sutter, Steve 
34 Merriweather, Thomas 5-10/203 So. Florissant, MO 79 Williams, Nate 
5 Miller, Jamel 511/207 So. —Tallmadge,oH © 74 Zamos, Lee 
RECEIVERS HTWT cL HOMETOWN PEF Bee 
84 Anderson, Mitchell 63/189 So, Canton, OH 93 Channel! Martin 
20 Atallah, Adam F 5-11/205 Fr. Cincinnati OH 51 Coniglio, Joe 
39. Bresnahan, Kevin 61/184 Fr. San Antonio,TX —g5 Council, Morris 
8 Coombs, Brayden 61/201 dr. Cincinnati,OH 99 Craven, Travis 
17 Givens, Chris 6-2/207 So. Chillicothe, OH 39 DeBartolo, Nick 
2 Harris III, Eugene 5-10/180 So. Atlanta,GA 97 Kajmowicz, Matt 
18 Kokal, Anthony 60/186 Fr. Warren,OH 64 Lane, Brian 
86 Potter, Donovan 6-2/198 So. Trotwood, OH 98 Paun, Mark 
11 Robinson, Armand 61/198 So,  Reynoldsburg,0H 90 Redwine, Sean 
9. Rogers, Jamal 511/158 So. Ft. Myers, FL 21 Stevens, Jordan 
1 Woods, Dustin 511/187 de Cincinnati, OH . Son 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
82 Bruton, Kendrick 6-4/244 Fr Miamisburg, OH aioe Aas 
80 Crabtree, Tom 65/244 Sr. Carroll, OH 44 Davis, David 
83 O'Connell, Jake 6-4/255 Sr. Naples,FL 32 Hardy, Donnie 
89 Reiland, Rob 63/236 Fr. Canton,OH 48 Hudson, Joey 
87 Shepard, Pat 6-4/231 Sr. Pittsburgh, PA 53 Kaufman, Alex 
Brad Bednar OL 6-4 245 
Trevor Behmke TE 6-5 250 
Jim Broadway K/P —s 6-0-—-«*175 OFFENSE (7) 
David Brown DB 6-1 175 WR 1 Dustin Woods (Jr) 
Joe Clarke WR 63 190 WR 17 Chris Givens (S0.) 
Andy Cruse WR 6-4 210 WR 2 Eugene Harris (So.) 
Zac Dysert QB 64 1% LT _ 55 Steve Sutter (Sr) 
Dan'Green RBs 220) 195 LG 68 Dave DiFranco (Sr.) 
Juilian Harrell WR 63 205 : 
C 52 Josh Satterthwait (Sr.) 
Michael Johns DT 6-4 260 
Luke Kelly 1B 6-2 210 NE AED 
Nick Kemper OL 63 275 RT 76 Zach Marshall (Jr) 
Matt Kennedy OL 65 240 TE _ 80 Tom Crabtree (Sr.) 
Evan Klepec DL 63 245 QB 
Andrew Phelan OL 6-4 285 
Brian Sutherland DB 5-10 170 DEFENSE (8) 
daytee Swanson LB 6-2 210 DE 51 doe Coniglio (Sr: 
Jay Taylor RB 5-9 195 ae 


Miami went heavy on offense with its 2008 
recruiting class. The RedHawks issued 11 
scholarships to offensive players, including 
Ada (Ohio) High School quarterback Zac 
Dysert, who finished his career ranked sec- 
ond on the state’s career passing yardage 
list with 11,174. Other scholarships went to 
6'5", 250-pound tight end Trevor Behmke, 
who missed his entire senior season with a 
broken foot, and 6'3", 190-pound Florida re- 
ceiver Joe Clarke, who runs a 4.4 40-yard 
dash despite not being able to walk for an 
entire year at the age of 12 because of a dis- 
ease. Illinois running back Dan Green might 
be able to contribute this year after enrolling 
early and participating in spring practice. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
61/254 Fr. Cincinnati, OH 
6-5/335 Fr. Milwaukee, WI 
6-4/305 Sr. LaGrange, OH 
6-4/288 So. Berea, OH 
63/285 Fr. Seven Hills, OH 
63/282 Fr. Boardman, OH 
6-7/289 dt. Mason, OH 
6-4/306 Sr. Roswell, GA 
65/270 Fr. Canton, OH 
6-6/286 Sr. Saint Henry, OH 
6-5/303 So. Parma, OH 
6-5/286 Fr. Kenston, OH 
HT//WT CL HOMETOWN 
60/299 Fr. Chicago, IL 
6-0/333 dr. Xenia, OH 
6-2/259 Sr. Rockford, IL 
62/253 So. Decatur, GA 
6-4/270 dr Ft. Wayne, IN 
6-1/238 Sr. Pittsburgh, PA 
6-4/248 Fr. Hinsdale, IL 
63/272 Fr. Cincinnati, OH 
63/272 dr. Strongsville, OH 
6-4/275 So. Reading, OH 
6-4/265 So. Monroeville, PA 
6-2/264 So, Westerville, OH 
6-6/258 So. Van Wert, OH 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-3/225 dr. Galloway, OH 
6-1/225 So. Decatur, GA 
6-1/181 So. Stone Mountain, GA 
6-2/232 Sr. Piqua, OH 
6-2/226 Fr. Cincinnati, OH 


DEPTH CHART 


11 Armand Robinson (So.) 
86 Donovan Potter (So.) 
9 Jamal Rogers (So.) 

70 Nate Williams (So.) 

77 Kevin Koncelik (Fr) 

56 Brandon Brooks (Fr.) 
56 Brandon Brooks (Fr.) 
70 Nate Williams (So.) 

83 Jake O’Connell (Sr.) 


12 Daniel Raudabaugh (Jr) 13 Clay Belton (Fr) 


RB 34 Thomas Merriweather (So.) 25 Dan Green (Fr) 


LT 90 Sean Redwine (So.) 
NT 93 Martin Channels (ur.) 
DE 99 Travis Craven (uJr.) 
OLB 9 Clayton Mullins (Sr.) 
MLB 48 Joey Hudson (Sr.) 
OLB 44 Caleb Bostic (ur.) 

CB = 3: Jeff Thompson (Jr) 
CB 26 Wendell Brunson (Jt:) 
SS___ 6 Robbie Wilson (Sr.) 
FS 22 Jordan Gafford (Jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 35 Nathan Parseghian (Sr.) 


P 4 Jake Richardson (Sr.) 


21 Jordan Stevens (So.) 
Mike Johns (Fr.) 

98 Mark Paun (ur) 

85 Morris Council (So.) 

37 Ryan Kennedy (So.) 

20. Chris Shula (Sr) 

14 David Davis (So.) 

30 Brandon Stephens (So.) 

16 Bryan Roland (Sr) 

31 DeAndre Gilmore (So.) 

23 Ben Bennett (So.) 


KR 9 Jamal Rogers (So.) 
PR 2 Eugene Harris (So.) 


37 Kennedy, Ryan 
47 Korto, Dexter 
59 Madsen, Scott 
49 Mann, Mickey 
9 Mullins, Clayton 
46 Robinson, Rion 
20. Shula, Chris 
43 Wedge, Jerrell 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
23 Bennett, Ben 

26 Brunson, Wendell 
27 Edwards, Peris 
22 Gafford, Jordan 
15 Gibson, Jason 
31 Gilmore, DeAndre 
45 Krauth, Josh 

28 Palascak, Brian 
16 Roland, Bryan 
30 Stephens, Brandon 
3 Thompson, Jeff 
25 Ward, Cornelius 
33 Wells, Jonathan 
6 Wilson, Robbie 


SPECIALISTS 

91 Bollinger, Mike (K) 

58 Collins, Chase (LS) 

19 Cook, Trevor (K) 

92 DiCesare, Chris (P) 
35 Parseghian, Nathan (K) 
97 Phillip, Seth (K) 
Richardson, Jake (P) 
62 Rummler, Mike (LS) 


> 


RECORD 


DPPONENT 


A.30 at Ball State 


5-10/197 
5-10/193 
6-1/185 
58/179 
60/204 


HI/WT 
5-9/209 
6-2/204 
6-2/188 
6-2/221 
6-2/199 
6-3/186 
6-1/208 
6-2/199 


S. 8 at Minnesota 
$.15 Cincinnati 
S.22 at Colorado 
S.29 Syracuse 

0. 6 atKent State 
0.13 Bowling Green 
0.20 atTemple 
0.27 at Vanderbilt 
N. 3 Buffalo 

N.14 Akron 

N. 24 at Ohio 

D. 1 at Central Michigan 


PA 


Daniel Raudabaugh 
Mike Kokal 
RUSHING 

Cory Jones 

Austin Sykes 
Eugene Harris 
Dustin Woods 
Armand Robinson 
Chris Givens 


2007 INDIVID 


382 
99 


33 
25 


209 


So. 
So. 


Sr. 
Fr. 


cL 
So, 
Jr 


2007 RESULTS 


RES! 
Ww 
L 
L 
L 
WwW 
Ww 
Ww 
L 
L 
W 
W 
L 
L 


UAL STATS 


r 


55 
483 
466 
542 
603 


471 
430 


Libertyville, TL 
Germantown, MD 
Dublin, OH 
Amherst, OH 
Fairborn, OH 
Dayton, OH 

Cooper City, FL 
Upper Marlboro, MD 
HOMETOWN 
Capitol Heights, MD 
Ft. Pierce, FL 
Toledo, OH 
Columbus, OH 
Miami, FL 

St. Louis, MO 
Oxford, OH 
Chicago, IL 

Detroit, MI 
Strongsville, OH 
Worthington, OH 


; Fort Washington, MD 


Hubbard, OH 
Cincinnati, OH 


HOMETOWN 
Eaton, OH 
Germantown, OH 
Sioux Falls, SD 
St. Clairsville, OH 
Sylvania, OH 
Columbus, OH 
Oxford, OH 
Cincinnati, OH 


L SCORE 
14-13 

(ot) 41-35 
47-10 
42- 0 
17-14 
20-13 
47-14 
24-17 
24-13 
31-28 
7-0 
38-29 
35-10 


TD INT 
2,431 12 12 
Copley i 
45 2 
43 3 
AVG TD 
118 2 
15.2 ol 
14.3 3 
ays 2 


Kicking: Nathan Parseghian, 13-20 FGs, 18-18 XPs, 57 pts. 
Tackles: Clayton Mullins, 143; Caleb Bostic, 103 


Sacks: Joe Coniglio, 6.5 


Interceptions: Jeff Thompson, 3 


Returning Players in Bold 
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HEAD COACH: FRANK SOLICH RECORD AT SCHOOL: 19-18 (3 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 77-37 (9 YEARS) 


: iq CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Ti ALBIN, GERRY GDOWSK! DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JiMMY BURROW TWO -M I N UTE D R I LL 
i 3 


Tes ATHENS, OHIO. PEDEN STADIUM (24,000) A QUICK LOOK AT THE BOBCATS 


hio moves into the post-Kalvin McRae era, searching for a new identity. The The Bobcats are revamping the way they 
NATIONAL workhorse tailback was such a force over the past three years (4,398 rushing do business after three straight seasons of 


FORECAST yards) that his departure leaves a cavernous void. The offense will be forced to having workhorse tailback Kalvin McRae 


evolve into something more diverse. as options one, two and three. McRae ran 
To address immediate needs, Ohio plunged into the junior college ranks for players the ball more than 900 times in his career, 


who will be expected to provide a quick impact. A break-even 2007 saw the Bobcats go so new plans are a must. This change will 
6-6 overall and 4—4 in the MAC, so the growing pains could be significant in Ohio's force Ohio to seek more balance on of- 


fourth season under former Nebraska coach Frank Solich. fense, and minus McRae, the Bobcats 


QUARTERBACKS The rotation of dramatically different styles seen at quarterback a __‘ More option and bootleg chances with 


and should be pushed by highly touted junior college product Franshaw “Boo” Jackson. finds its new identity, Ohio’s defense is 
phere that Jackson's arrival spawned, but he wants an established leader in his huddle The concern here is up the middle — 


for the season-opener. : : 
perform above scale, Ohio can remain 


The schedule is demanding, with games at Wyoming, Ohio State and Northwestern Won't see eight men in the box so regu- 


wrapped around a home date with MAC champion Central Michigan. larly. That gives Theo Scott and Boo Jack- 
son, Ohio’s elusive, athletic quarterbacks, 


year ago is likely a thing of the past. Theo Scott returns as the primary option threat, their intriguing skill sets. While the offense 


Either one should be able to open up the offense. Solich likes the competitive atmos- __ Under the gun to keep the team in games. 


tackle, linebacker, safety. If those positions 


MAC EAST RUNNING BACKS McRae was so good that he had 21 games with 100 yards or more competitive in 2007. Ohio will have to be a 
PREDICTION in his career, but he was also so durable that no one else got much experience. That __ More disciplined team. The Bobcats were 


leaves Ohio with a number of unproven options at what has traditionally been the most 
vital position in the offense. Chris Garrett has moved from wide receiver back to his 
more familiar position in the backfield and leads 

the throng of players looking to fill this slot. But The nine TD passes caught by tight 


onto the field, but those infractions ac- 


fall. Donte Harden is back after missing most school record — a commentary on 
of 2007 due to injury, and Wake Forest trans- 


fer L,J. Flintall is also pushing for playing time. 


RECEIVERS The team’s strongest position is likely tight end, where a pair of former 
transfers reside. Andrew Mooney (New Mexico State) led the Bobcats with 34 catches 
a year ago. David Carter, a former defensive end at Vanderbilt, added 19 grabs. Taylor 
Price is the top wideout and the possession man, while LaVon Brazill adds speed on the 
outside. If the offense is to indeed become more multiple, these two have to force the 
Opposition to respect them. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN The injury bug hit here last year, and a succession of maladies 
forced the Bobcats to play 13 different players along the offensive front. They exited the 
spring healthy and should realize the benefits of getting so many players live reps last fall. 
David White emerged from the spring as the starting center, while Josh Leuck is set at 
left tackle. Mike Eynon, Michael Philibin and Chris Rodgers have had plenty of reps; 


once they sort out their places on the line, Ohio should field a solid group. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN All-MAC end Jameson Hartke should see fewer double-teams 
now that the athletic Ernie Hodge has resolved the off-the-field issues that forced him 
to miss all of 2007. Hodge moves inside to replace Landon Cohen, a two-time all- 
conference performer. After Hodge plays his way into shape, he and Hartke should he 
a handful for opposing lines to contain. Kris Luchsinger and Conor Reilly man the _ 
other end, while Jacob Williamson is the noseguard. 


LINEBACKERS This bunch was green in 2007, and the Bobcats’ defense paid a stiff 
price. The secondary was forced to make far too many tackles to make up for the poor 
play in the middle. Now, it’s time for these guys to step up. Michael Brown and Jordan 
Meyers are expected to work outside, while Nebraska native Noah Keller has staked out 


30 at Wyoming 


A. 
the middle. If that trio jells in reasonable fashion, this position won't be a liability again. S. 6 at Ohio State 

S. 13 Central Michigan 
DEFENSIVE BACKS This group has the talent, depth and the hitters needed for effec- S. 20 at Northwestern 
tive run support. The Bobcats ranked second in the MAC in pass efficiency defense and S. 27. VMI ; 
fifth in passing yards allowed, so there is an established standard of play. Strong safety 0. 4  atWestern Michigan 
Michael Mitchell leads the corps. Mark Parson and Julian Posey work the corners, with 0. 11 at Kent State 
Steven Jackson and juco transfer Patrick Tafua bidding for the free safety role. 0. 21 atTemple 

ry ne oa E ate . 0. 28 Buffalo 

SPECIALISTS The Bobcats will miss the automatic Michael Braunstein at kicker after N. 8 Bowling Green 
he hit a school-record 20 field goals and all 38 extra points last year. Recruit Matthew N. 22 Akron : 

N. 


a is open take oH role. Matt i is back et punter after averaging 37.6 28 at Miami (OH) 
yards per kick and going the entire season without a b ock. Garrett leads the return aces Uachinereeelh ates roca fs ta ceote? 
corps after taking a kick back for a score against Wyoming last year. Wor L indicates a projected win or loss 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


the MAC’s most penalized team in 2007. 
Blame it on injuries forcing inexperience 


counted for more than 70 yards per game 


H H ’ 
Carmee had ont Uticarcéein 1D eames last 5 — a charitable gesture Ohio can’t afford 
ee ee re ya can Ss Rl Sor INCOSE eae to repeat. To win the close games that the 


just how married to therun MAC schedule will undoubtedly produce, 
game Ohio has been. _ the placekicking role has to be secure, and 
a new face will have to emerge. The stead- 
iest position on the team last year is now 
the most uncertain. 


2008 SCHEDULE 


L 


Scere S| il 


Ohio SID 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
18 Febus, Josh 62/211 dr Dublin,OH 59 Batsakes, George 6-6/324 So. Cincinnati,OH 35 Brown, Michael 63/229 Sr. Cincinnati, OH 
10 Jones, Brandon 62/190 ur. Marietta,GA 51 Black, Jacob 6-5/283 So. WashingtonC.H.,OH 44 Clemens, Chad 5-11/202 So. Dayton, OH 
19 Schlichter, Miles 6-1/213 So. Greenfield,OH 60 Bunner, Cole 6-5/326 So. Omaha,NE 14 Edwards, Jay 60/215 Fr Nelsonville, OH 
3 Scott, Theo 6-2/199 Jr. Long Beach,CA 76 Eynon, Mike 63/305 Sr. Westlake,OH 27 Ejike, Errik 6-1/204 Sr. Tyler, TX 
5 Sweeney, Brian 62/201 Fr. Beaver Falls,PA 78 Flading, Joe 6-4/258 Fr. Cincinnati,OH 19 Hall, Chris 6-1/229 Sr. Louisville, KY 
68 Fosnaugh, Shawn 65/293 dr. Lancaster,OH 47 Keller, Noah 6-1/232 So. Kearney, NE 
. aed a ie % pieces 70 Hines, Brett : 6-4/304 So. Cincinnati,OH 52 Kirkland, Clevon 6-2/253 So. Cleveland, OH 
21 Flintall Us 5-10/189 ie Burlington, NC 50 Laudermilch, Dustin 63/307 Fr. Morgantown, WY 48 Meyers, Jordan 60/220 Sr. Harrison, OH 
2 Garrett Chris 58/178 i Bristow VA 74 Leuck, Josh 6-4/295 Sr. Omaha,NE 32 Renfro, Lee 5-10/214 dr. Burnside, KY 
28 Harden, Donte 51/181 Fr Eisen lea CTita NSCS Lye Hubbard, OH 33 Robbins, Kyle 62/213 dt North Canton, OH 
39 Morsillo Mitch 61/255 Ue Moon, PA ay ene Si Hass * P hited 46 Robinson, Anton 61/238 Fr. Gahanna, OH 
1 z ¥ seria aehty auen, Andrew 0. ighland Park, 
i meal Sao CS gece ame een SRASWERAKS YT GL HOME 
40 White, Ja 61/240 St Eriepa 73 Schussler, Gary 63/287 de Chardon, OH 35. Benjamin, Erik 511/195 So. _GroveCity, OH 
esl "71. Spegal, Chris 66/294 Fr. Bethel Park, PA 3 BUT SOG CS SReaNE 
RECEIVERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 79 Strum, Aw. 65/287 Fr, Delmont,PA 35 Cer kev Sanne =F ae i 
88. Adedipe, Adetunji 6-4/212 Jr Orange Village,OH 66. Stuck, Tommy 6-2/292 Sr. Lancaster, OH iver, Kevin ; af iE pollute) 
7 Brazil, LaVon S-11/189 So. Lantana, FL 58 White, David 61/294 de Cerda CHAS ee eaten! Se Seer 
Toren nee, 62/87 Fr UbertyTownsnp.on DEFENSIVELINEMEN —HI/WT CL -HOMETOWN 29 Fetch, Donovan 0/187 So. Youngstown, OH 
ot terse Pad Soin een Fremont’ oH 92 chapman, Keenan «63/241 So, Richwood, OH 3 Gonzales-Santos, Bly 511/181 Fr Bonney Lake, WA 
16 Huffman, Tyler 51/181 Sr, NewLexington,0H 23 Mowers, John 63/262 Fr —_Lancaste,.0H 31. Jackson, Kenny 59/155 fr Youngstown, OH 
11 McCrae, Terrence 64/195 So, Vanderbilt, pA 36 Gatling, Stafford 6-4/225 So. Burlington, NC 49 Jackson, Steven 6-2/192 dr. Austin, TX 
80 Mercer Rabe rt 6-5/198 50. Cleveland ‘OH 55 Harris, Darnell 6-5/247 So. Pickerington, OH 43 dereb, Neil 5-10/187 Sr, Westlake, OH 
86 Olyaie, Jahan 63/218 Fr Cincinnati, OH 90 Hartke, Jameson 6-4/265 Sr. Centerville,OH = 4 Lawrence, Idris 58/175 ur Columbus, OH 
85 a4 2 Brando: 5-10/172 Ue Gaithersb: "MD 95 Hodge, Ernie 6-2/287 So. Dublin, VA 34 Mitchell, Michael 61/216 Sr. Ft. Thomas, KY 
CREME eet fiber Ade Hy ikeatOH eee 63/265 Sr, Cincinnati,OH 94 Parson, Mark 510/192 St. Richmond, VA 
ray Lah Sia Mariatta on 98. King, veff 6-1/267 Fr. Cincinnati, OH “9. posey Julian 511/188 So. Cincinnati, OH 
D Vordentenge Clad SAL/MS. Sa Cincinnati, on 24 Wuchsinges Kris CAEN Ae Dublin, OH 10 Starkey, Scott 59/181 So. Cincinnati, OH 
ent ; aeeercan 22 Nevers Curtis 62/247 So. Harrison, 0H 39 Tatum, Dustin 51/181 Sc Latayete, LA 
TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 56. Notestine, Dak 63/253 So. Bellefontaine, OH 12 Turner Thad 6-0/169 ig Marietta, GA 
45. Caldwell, Nathan 6-5/256 So. Pittsburgh, PA 67 Oxley, A. 6-4/298 So. Pickerington, OH 4 . : 
89 Carr, Kody 6-6/197 So. Dublin, OH 92 Reilly, Conor 63/232 dr Hudson,OH SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
84 Carter, David 65/257 Sr. Waynesboro, PA 58 Trouten, Alex 6-2/253 So. Strongsville, OH 43 Schulte, Matt (P/K) 6-0/226 So. Cincinnati, OH 
83 Clark, Zac 6-3/263 Fr. Grove City,OH 96 Williamson, Jacob 6-4/266 Sr. Acworth,GA 37 Way, Barrett (K) 5-9/178 Sr. Richmond, VA 
81 Mooney, Andrew 6-3/236 Sr. Lubbock,TX 62 Williamson, Marcellis  6-4/330 So. Warrensville Hts,OH © 41 Wolf, Justin (P/K) 58/175 So. Youngstown, OH 
38 Olsheski, Adam 6-2/245 So. Hilliard, OH 


2008 SIGNEES 2007 RESULTS 
Matthew Britain OL 63 269 DEPTH CHART eee 
Bakari Bussey WR 62 187 


4 MAC) 


)PPONENT RESULT SCORE 


Vincent Carlotta OL 64 272 OFFENSE (6) : cpiilhaines i ee 
Hilton Dawson III S60 215 WR 23 Taylor Price (dr) 80 Robert Mercer (So.) ee ee ee 

Tyler Futtel CB SL 164 WR 7 LaVon Brazil (So.) 80 Robert Mercer (So.) A vingiie Tea - ate 
poswaisicele ae ue Wo LT 74 Josh Leuck (Sr.) 60 Cole Bunner (So.) Sie Coen nae 
Vincent Harris OLB 6-1 220 : a S.29 Kent State L 33-25 
Eric Herman OL 6-4 264 LG 76 Mike Eynon (Sr.) 58 David White (ur) 0. 6 at Buffalo L 31-10 
Neal Huynh DE 63 230 | C 58 David White (Jr.) 66 Tommy Stuck (Sr-) 0.13 Eastern Michigan Ww 48-42 
Franshaw Jackson QB 6-0 197 RG 61 Michael Philibin (Jr.) 58 David White (Jr) 0.20 atToledo L 43-40 
Serggio Judkins WR 64 198 | RT 57 Chris Rodgers (ur.) 60 Cole Bunner (So.) 0.27 at Bowling Green Ww 38-27 
Alphonso Lewis, J. OLB 6-1 197 TE 81 Andrew Mooney (Sr:) 84 David Carter (Sr.) N. 2 Temple W 23-7 
Corey Moncrief DT 62 309 QB 3 Theo Scott (ur) 8 Boo Jackson (Ut) 4c FY at beet L 48-37 
Gerald Moore s 6-1 190 FB 39 Mitch Morsillo (Jr) 40 Jayson White (Sr) N. 94 Miami (OH) W 38-29 
He = a a RB 2 Chris Garrett (Ur) 28 Donte Harden (Fr.) 

Patrick Tafua S 6-0 190 DEFENSE (8) 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
Jordan Thompson MES OAs e225 DE 92 Conor Reilly (Jr.) 54 Kris Luchsinger (Jr.) PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INI 
Brandon Weaver UB 6-1 202 DT 95 Ernie Hodge (So.) 91. Corey Moncrief (Jt) Brad Bower 232 «127 «1,766 11 10 
Retnewiveeiler MED GN PD NG 96 Jacob Williamson (Sr) 62. Marcellis Williamson (So,) Theo Scott 109) 63777743" 5 0ens 
The need was urgent at quarterback, safety DE 90 Jameson Hartke (Sr) 97 Eric Kenkel (Sr) RUSHING Alt YDS AVG 1D 
irae agence | Ms lies) 2 ete) | antebe 28k LE 48 
fauPylavede he eines Gnlay Fol are MLB 47 Noah Keller (So.) 52 Clevon Kirkland (So.) TmeniSeor nites 
Franshaw “Boo” Jackson will push to play SLB 35 Michael Brown (Sr.) 19 Chris Hall (Sr.) RELEIVINGG REC YDS AVG 1D 
quarterback after throwing for 2,235 yards CB 24 Mark Parson (Sr:) 12 Thad Turner (dr) Andrew Mooney 34) 498; 14-6559. 

and 23 touchdowns last season at El Camino CB 9 Julian Posey (So.) 4 Idris Lawrence (dr) ae ts i = ss i : 
College in California. Fellow junior college re- SS 34 Michael Mitchell (Sr.) 6 Hilton Dawson III (Jr) Chido Nwokocha 536i ea 1 
cruits Patrick Tafua and Hilton Dawson III FS 42 Steven Jackson (dr) 90 Patrick Tafua (Jt) ie ; : : 

should quickly work into the depth chart at : y Kicking: Michael Braunstein, 20-24 FGs, 38-38 XPs, 98 
safety, while Corey Moncrief is expected to SPECIAL TEAMS points 

get a serious look on the defensive front. k Matthew Weller (Fr) KR 23. Taylor Price (Ut) Tackles: Todd Koenig, 96; Michael Brown, 85 

Placekicker Matthew Weller will have the op- : ; ; Sacks: Kris Luchsinger, 5 

portunity to play right away, since the need P = 43 Matt Schulte (So.) PR 2 Chris Garrett (Jr) Interceptions: Four players tied with 2 


there is immediate and critical. - ——— —__-—— 


Returning Players in Bold 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 173 


HEAD COACH: Al GOLDEN RECORD AT SCHOOL: 5-19 (2 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 5-19 (2 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MATT RHULE DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MARK DONOFRIO 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. LINCOLN FINANCIAL FIELD (68,532) 


his is the year Temple has been pointing toward. The Owls have almost every- 
one back from a team that went 4—4 in the MAC in its first full season in the 
conference. So now, naturally, expectations are high. In the offseason, Al 


NATIONAL 


FORECAST Golden became a legitimate candidate for the UCLA job, but he’s back for his 
third season on North Broad Street to take care of some unfinished business. He won't 
stay here forever. He's thinking winning records, bowl games and MAC titles. Simple 
as that. And he’s not thinking next season. This program took a necessary step a year 


ago. It’s looking to do even more — a lot more, despite a schedule that includes seven 
road games. A team loaded with youth and inexperience the past two seasons is now a 
veteran group that appears ready to be a factor in the MAC East race. 


LS 


QUARTERBACKS Senior Adam DiMichele is a leader. Before going down in the eighth 
game with a broken leg, he completed 138-of-223 passes for 1,595 yards and 12 touch- 
downs. He can also make things happen with his legs. The Owls went 1-3 without 
him, scoring a total of 10 points in the three losses. DiMichele and the rest of the Owl 
offense will be adjusting to a new coordinator. Matt Rhule has taken over for George 
DeLeone, who left for a job with the Miami Dolphins. 


MAC EAST 
PREDICTION 


> 


RUNNING BACKS The Owls had trouble establishing a ground game last year. Jason 
Harper led the way with 586 yards on 163 carries, but he has been moved to receiver. 
Converted receiver Marquise Liverpool is now the No. | guy. He'll have competition, 
from James Nixon and redshirt freshman Joe Jones, who missed the 2007 season with 
added six scores. Travis Shelton has speed 


an injury. 
aplenty but has been inconsistent. Dy’Onne 


Crudup had 39 catches for 376 yards and three 

TDs. Harper will have plenty of balls thrown his way. Michael Campbell and Delano 
Green saw action as true freshmen. Steve Maneri gives the Owls some decent options 
at tight end. 


Temple beat Northern Illinois, Akron 
and Miami (Ohio) in consecutive weeks 
last October, giving the Owls their 

first three-game winning streak 

since the end of the 1990 season. 


RECEIVERS Senior Bruce Francis led the 
Owls in receptions (47) and yardage (731) and 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Center Alex Derenthal, the team’s Offensive MVP, has started 
35 consecutive games. Derek Dennis started 10 times at right guard as a true freshman 
but was moved over to left tackle in the spring. Colin Madison is slated to start at left 
guard. On the opposite side, Jabari Ferguson and Andre Douglas, one of only seven 
Owls to start every game, will try to hold onto their spots. Among others doing some 
pushing are Devin Tyler at tackle and Lloyd Codada at guard. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Owls led the MAC in total defense and the nation 

in red zone defense. And it all starts up front. Nosetackle Andre Neblett will be 

joined by Josh Williams, a highly rated prospect from junior college. End Leyon 

Azubuike is a team captain, playing next to tackle Terrance Knighton. Junior 
Galette had a team-best 7.5 sacks. Behind them there's no shortage of quality depth, 
which hasn't always been the case. 


LINEBACKERS Still relatively young, this is an area that must show some improve- 
ment. But this group does at least have numbers going for it. In the middle, Alex Joseph 
had 66 tackles last season. On the outside, Amara Kamara was the only true freshman 
to start every game last fall. This unit needs to find an identity and could change shape 
early and often as the process unfolds. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS What used to be an annual weakness is now one of the Owls’ 
strengths. Strong safety Dominique Harris had a team-best 81 tackles along with three 
picks. Free safety Jaiquawn Jarrett was also the Special Teams MVP. Richard Sheppard, 
coming off an injury, figures to help. Daryl Robinson, a running back in 2007, has 
been moved over to defense and joins Jamal Schulters to man the corners. Some felt this 
was Robinson’s better position in high school. 


SPECIALISTS Kicking has always been a problem for Temple. And even though Jake 
Brownell made a 39-yard field goal to beat Northern Illinois, he was a rather ordinary 
13-of-21, with a long of 41. Jeff Wathne returns as the punter after averaging 38 yards 
per try. The Owls did block some field goals and were among the national leaders in 
kickoff coverage. Shelton emerged in 2006 as a bona fide return threat but tailed off as 
a junior. If he does get into the open field, nobody's going to catch him. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE OWLS 
Temple won as many games last season 
(four) as it did in the previous four sea- 
sons combined. And the Owls figure to be 
an even better team this season, espe- 
cially if senior quarterback Adam 
DiMichele makes a full recovery (broken 
leg), as anticipated, and the running 
game improves. Last year, Temple ranked 
last in the 13-team MAC and 108th in the 
nation in rushing, averaging only 93.3 
yards per game. That has to change. The 
defense, however should be stout. Almost 
every key player is back from a unit that 
led the MAC in total defense and ranked 
second in the league in scoring defense. 
The defensive line and secondary should 
be strengths. Energetic coach Al Golden 
has changed the culture of this long-suf- 
fering program, which a lot of folks 
weren't convinced was possible. Golden 
increased Temple’s win total from one 
game during his rookie season of 2006 to 
four last fall. The MAC isn’t always easy 
to get a handle on, but the Owls should 
be a factor. A division title and/or a bowl 
appearance might be a stretch, but if the 
Owls are playing meaningful games in 
November, then they would have at least 
taken another step. It is, after all, a 
process. 


A. 29 at Army 
S. 6 Connecticut 


* 

: Lt 

S. 13 atBuffalo L 
L 


S. 20 _at Penn State 


S. 27 Western Michigan L 
0. 4 atMiami(OH) ALY 
O. 11 _at Central Michigan a0) 
0. 21 Ohio — r. Ww 
N. 1 atNavyy | Pals 
N.12 atKentStae == 
N. 22 Eastern Michigan Ww 
N. 28 Akron ro) 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Temple SID 


2008 TEMPLE ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 65. Nwasike, Dave 62/265 So. Marietta, GA 
16 Case, Andrew 59/185 dr Folcroft, PA 88 Armstrong, Kevin 63/250 Sr. Baltimore, MD 95 Popper, Daniel 61/275 Jr. North Wildwood, NJ 
12 Charlton, Vaughn 64/225 dr. Landenberg,PA 89 Balasavage, Matt 65/250 So. Lancaster, PA 52 Sanford, Brian 62/260 Jr. Hartford, CT 
8 Clancy, Colin 60/195 Jr Stonington, CT 83 Brown, Marcus 6-4/265 Jr. UpperMarlboro, MD 42. Tindall, James 6-2/240 Sr. South Orange, Nd 
13 DiMichele, Adam 6-1/185 Sr McKees Rocks, PA 86 Maneri, Steve 6-6/258 dr. Saddle Brook, NJ LINEBACKERS HTI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
17 Gerardi, Mike 6-2/210 Fr. Parsippany, Nu Morris, Darius 6-4/305 ur. Long Branch, Nd 6 Bates, Wallace 6-2/230 Sr Woodland Hills, CA 
7 Stewart, Chester 63/195 Fr. Hanover, MD 42. Pekarski, Anthony 6-2/240 So. Levittown, PA 46 Haley, John 6-1/220 Jr. Potomac Falls, VA 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 53. Johnson, Stephen 6-1/230 Fr. Norristown, PA 
35. Amoah, Seth 6-0/230 Jr, Laurel Springs, NU 62 Carter, Bryce 63/307 So. Freehold, NJ 38 Joseph, Alex 6-2/235 Jr. Stamford, CT 
33. Feeley, Robert 63/235 So. Seekonk, MA 74 Codada, Lloyd 63/315 So. West Orange, WV 58. Joseph, Elijah 61/225 So. Hartford, CT 
5 Grigsby, Marcellous  5-11/220 Sr. Sacramento,CA 63 Dennis, Derek 65/305 So. Peekskill, NY 56 Kamara, Amara 6-2/225 So. Newark, NJ 
26 Jones, Joe 511/200 Fr. Davie, FL 59 Derenthal, Alex 64/294 Sr. Davie,FL 40 Martin, Jordan 63/233 Jr. St. Louis, MO 
43 LaBarre, Mike 62/238 Fr. Bethlehem, PA 66 Douglas, Andre 65/305 Sr NewRochelle,Ny 17 MeDonnaugh-Hales, Omar 5-11/225 Sr. Philadelphia, PA 
3 Liverpool, Marquise  5-11/190 So. Ramsey,NJ 71. Ferguson, Jabari 65/300 Sr. Miami, FL 33 Quintana, Josh 60/210 Fr. Souderton, PA 
11 McPherson, lamar 5-10/210 Je —~Philadelphia,PA 67 Hanna, Marcos 61/285 Sr. Lansdale, PA 48 Weatherspoon, Tommie 6-2/235 Sr. Jesup, GA 
40 Wichmann, Peter 5-10/185 Jr Havertown, PA 2 coe ae fae <e ae Pat IL DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
janor II, Brison 13 erwood, AR_~——1._- Brinson, Wilbert 60/205 ur. Cheltenham, MD 
isa Senat wim & nessa 77 Palumbo, John 6-6/290 Fr. lyndhurst, NJ 26 Brown, Obadele 5-11/185 Fr Silver Spring, MD 
exanider, Senate : Beastie) 61 Passmore, Jeff 63/300 Fr. Stroudsburg, PA 29 Coleman, Georg 60/185 Sr. Levittown, PA 
SL) Bartoce, Pr 60/200 ut Scranton, PA 68 Schonbrunner, Jeremy 6-3/290._Fr. Salisbury, MD 28 Cooper dr, Evan 510/190 St Miami, FL 
19” Bynum, Nyles GL/ABO "So: vamaica, NY 54 Tremel, Chris 6-4/285 So. Fairfield, NU ison, Ti 
. : 5 eld, 3 Dollison, Tim 5-10/181 Fr. Staten Island, NY 
Sh Campbell Micieel 62/205: “Sa. Edison, NJ 73 Tyler, Devin 67/285 dr Suitland, MD 9 Ferla, Anthon 510/190 Je Waldwick, NJ 
15 Crudup, Dy'Onne 5-9/180 Jn NewHaven, CT bel d 
ucup, 2 sha tuesh DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN —21._- Harris, Dominique 63/215 dr. Washington, OC 
82 Francis, Bruce 60/181 Sr Sicklerville, NU ‘ 16. Jarrett, Jai 62/200 S| Brooklyn, NY 
: 4 93. Azubuike, Leyon 63/255 Sr. East Stroudsburg, PA arrett, valquawn 0, rooKiyn, 
10 Green, Delano 5-10/170 So. Fredericksburg, VA 30 Mill 
55. Banks, Terrance 61/280 ut. Newark, NJ liller, Jonathan 6-0/210 Sr. New York, NY 
4 Harper, Jason 59/195 ut Budd Lake; NU 45 | phieford, Morris 6-4/235 So. Chesapeake VA 32 Nelson, dames 5/172 Je Philadelphia, PA 
18 Hutchison, Josh 5-10/175 So. Hollidaysburg, PA . i : d 2 Robi Da 59/175 So. Philadelphia, PA 
80 McMurray, Steven 5-9/160 Sr  EastOrange,Ny 26 Dixon, Walt 65/205 Fr. Chester, PA canecn Oe ; ee 
y, ot . 98, 72. Frenk, Grigory 61/292 So, Brooklyn, NY 27 Schulters, Jamal 5-10/190 So, Brooklyn, NY 
22 Shelton, Travis 5-11/185 Sr. Fort Lauderdale, FL a le ; y 25 Sheppard, Richard 6:0/200 S| Philadelphia, PA 
* : 99 Galette, Junior 6-2/240 Jr. Spring Valley, NY ppard, Ricna 15 Hadeipnia, 
a cea ceed Deione ee Fr West ites 36 Trwin,leRon 61/250 Jr — VirginiaBeach, VA 24 Williams, Tommie 510/180 Sr. Green Cove Sprs., FL 
TIEN RY BE Mave enver, PA 91. Joseph, Elisha 63/270 So, Hartford, CT SPECIALISTS HWE CL = HOMETOWN 
92 Knighton, Terrance 6-4/295 Sr. Windsor,CT 47 Brownell, Jake(P/K)  5-10/195 dr. Thorofare, NU 
51 Namude, James 61/215 dr. Potomac, MD 8 Giunta, Kevin (P) 60/185 Fr. Cherry Hill, NU 
98 Neblett, Andre 6-2/285 dr. Rahway,NJ 49 Wathne, Jeff (P) 6-2/190 So. Ledgewood, NU 
sae 2 | DEPTH CHART | <0." 
Pat Boyle OL 6-5 295 | DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
Sean Boyle OL 65 295 OFFENSE (8) | A.31 Navy L 30-19 
se ae * Be a WR 22 Travis Shelton (Sr) 15 Dy'Onne Crudup (Jr) §» S. 8 Buffalo L 42-7 
MRE, Wane, Deka tat WR 34 Jason Harper (Jr) 84 Michael Campbell(S) | S.15 at Connecticut L 22-17 
C.J. Hammond WR 62 175 WR 82 Bruce Francis (Sr.) 23 James Nixon (Fr) S.22 at Bowling Green L 48-35 
Alex Jackson DE 6-4 225 LT 63 Derek Dennis (So.) 73, Devin Tyler (Jr) S.29 at Army L 37-21 
Maurice Jones RB/DB 5-10 190 LG 70 Colin Madison (So.) 77 John Palumbo (Fr) 0. 6 Northern Illinois Ww 16-15 
Kevin Kroboth ATH = 6-0-—-180 C 59 Alex Derenthal (Sr) 54 Chris Tremel (So.) 0.13 at Akron W 24-20 
Ryan Murray OL 66 315 RG 66 Andre Douglas (Sr) 74 Lloyd Codada (So.) 0.20 Miami (OH) Ww 24-17 
James Nixon RB/WR 6-1 177 : ; F 
Shahid Paulhil DL 64.275 RT 71 Jabari Ferguson (Sr) 75 Brison Manor (Sr.) N. 2 at Ohio L 23-7 
Geoffrey Prather 1B. 62-210 TE 86 Steve Maneri (Jr) Darius Morris (Jr) N.10 Penn State L 31- 0 
Anthony Rapley WR 6-3 210 QB 13 Adam DiMichele (Sr) 12 Vaughn Charlton (Jr) N.17 Kent State W 24-14 
Adrian Robinson LB 6-2 225 RB 3 Marquise Liverpool (So.) 5 Joe Jones (Fr) N. 24 at Western Michigan L 16é— 3 
Ahkeem Smith RB 6-0 190 
Marlin Terrell RB/DB 5-10 185 DEFENSE (9) 
Wayne Tribue OL/DL 6-3 290 DE 93 Leyon Azubuike (Sr) 52 Brian Sanford (ur) 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
rennet a LB a ah DT 92 Terrance Knighton (Sr.) 91 Elisha Joseph (So.) PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
SWAtehea ees NT 98 Andre Neblett (Jr) 94 Josh Williams (dr) Adam DiMichele 223 138 1,595 12 10 
Muhammad Wilkerson DL 6-5 290 DE 99 Junior Galette (Jr) 45. Morris Blueford (So.) Vaughn Charlton 137, 78 — 808 3 
Jared Williams RB 5-9 185 WLB 58 Peanut Joseph (So.) 46. John Haley (ur.) RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
Josh Williams DL 6-2 260 MLB 38 Alex Joseph (ur.) 17 0.McDonnaugh-Hales (Sr) Jason Harper 163; 586" 3.6" “5 
Malcolm Williams ATH §=6-0 180 SLB 56 Amara Kamara (So.) 40. Jordan Martin (So.) Daryl Robinson 86 347 40 O 
Once again, the Owls signed a class that has CB 2 Daryl Robinson (So.) 28 Evan Cooper (Sr) RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
been ranked by at least one scouting serv- CB 27 Jamal Schulters (So.) 1. Wilbert Brinson (Ur.) Bruce Francis 47 731 156 6 
ice as the MAC’s best. The gem is wide re- ar : : Dy’Onne Crudup 39 376 9.6 3 
celver:Vaughn Carraway, who, according to ss 21 Paes Harris (Ur) 25 RichardSheppard (Sr) Kevin Armstrong 28 277 99 «1 
Rivals.com, had offers from Michigan, West FS _16 Jaiquawn Jarrett (So.)_ 29 Georg Coleman (Sr) Jason Harper 22 226 «410.3 «2 
Virginia and Pittsburgh. Two standouts are SPECIAL TEAMS Kicking: Jake Brownell, 13-21 FGs, 18-19 XPs, 57 points 


linebacker Adrian Robinson, who had offers 
from UConn and Pittsburgh, and offensive 


lineman Wayne Tribue. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


K 47 Jake Brownell (dr) 
P 49 Jeff Wathne (So.) 


KR 27 Jamal Schulters (So.) 
PR 10 Delano Green (So.) 


Tackles: Dominique Harris, 81; Jamal Schulters, 74 


Sacks: Junior Galette, 7.5 


Interceptions: Dominique Harris, 3 


Returning Players in Bold 


175 


HEAD COACH: BRADY HOKE RECORD AT SCHOOL: 22-37 (5 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 22-37 (5 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: STAN PARRISH DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MARK SMITH 
MUNCIE, IND. SCHEUMANN STADIUM (22,500) 


all State took a major step forward in 2007, making the leap from an after- 
thought in the MAC to a championship contender. The Cardinals, who went 
to a bowl game for the first time since 1996, return nine starters to an offense 
that averaged 31.5 points per game. The defense, however, gave up over 200 
yards per game on the ground and allowed 24 rushing touchdowns. That must improve 
if Brady Hoke’s team plans on moving up in the league standings. 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


15 


QUARTERBACKS Nate Davis entered Ball State as the league's top overall recruit two 
years ago and has lived up to the hype. Davis is coming off of a sensational season in 
which he passed for 30 touchdowns (with only six interceptions) and averaged 282 
passing yards per game. He led an offense that set five school records last season. “We 
have a system, and he plays within that system — but it’s his abilities that let us play 
that system,” says Hoke. Developing a backup will be a goal in the fall. Tanner Justice 
and Perci Garner are vying for the role, but hotshot recruit Kelly Page may win that job 
in August. 


RUNNING BACKS MiQuale Lewis returns as the starter at tailback after averaging a 
shade under five yards per carry during an injury-riddled 2007 season. When healthy, 
he is capable of consistently leading the ground attack for the Cardinals. Frank Ed- 
monds is a capable backup. He is the team’s leading returning rusher but only amassed 
529 yards. Overall, Ball State averaged 148.9 yards per game on the ground. “We need 
to develop a real consistent threat in the backfield,” Hoke says. 

— and productive — talents in the MAC. Love 

had 1,398 receiving yards while adding 192 on the 


ground, with 11 total touchdowns. Daniel Ifft, Louis Johnson, Myles Trempe and Joe 
Everett are proven players who combined for 39 catches for 721 yards last season. The 
Cardinals return the premier tight end in the MAC in Darius Hill. He averaged 71 re- 
ceiving yards per game and scored 11 touchdowns last season. 


MAC WEST. 
PREDICTION 


RECEIVERS The entire receiving corps returns. 
Ic’s a group that helped Ball State lead the 
MAC in passing yards last fall. Senior Dante 
Love continues to be one of the most versatile 


Ball State tied for 
fourth nationally in 
turnover margin at 

plus-1.31 per game. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Andre Ramsey, Dan Gerberry and Robert Brewster are 

each third-year starters who form a solid nucleus along the offensive line. With 

Michael Switzer, Kyle Cornwell, Travis Arnold, Adam Cole and Jordan Apple- 

gate, the Ball State offensive line has the potential to be one of the best in the 
league. The only area of concern would be consistent run-blocking. “We need to be 
more physical at the point of attack, but we are much deeper here, no question,” Hoke 
says. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN After Ball State ranked 106th in the nation in rush defense, 
much improvement is needed along the defensive front line. This may be difficult, 
since the players who make up the two-deep average less than 260 pounds per man. 
There is a lot of experience, however, with the return of seven letterwinners. Brandon 
Crawford is solid and led the team in tackles for a loss and sacks. He is a 32-year-old 
former U.S. Marine. Drew Duffin is a proven commodity, while redshirt freshman 5 
Pete Rolf has the potential for a breakout season. 


LINEBACKERS ‘Two seasons ago this unit was a concern, but now the linebacking 
corps has become the strength of the defense. Bryant Haines is the leader of this group 
after earning second team all-conference honors and accounting for 125 total tackles last 
season. Kenny Meeks and Wendell Brown are the other two starters. “We are far more 
athletic and much deeper than ever before here,” says Hoke. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS B,J. Hill, Trey Lewis and Trey Buice all return to stock the cor- 
nerback position. Each has earned three letters, and collectively they totaled 200 tack- 
les and 11 interceptions in 2007. Hill earned second-team all-conference honors last 
year. Hard-hitting Alex Knipp returns at strong safety after earning third-team all-con- 
ference honors. He was the team’s third-leading tackler. 


SPECIALISTS Punter Chris Miller ranked third in the country last year, averaging 45.3 
yards per boot. He is a legitimate All-America candidate. Jake Hogue handled most of 
the kickoffs, while he and Ian McGarvey shared the placekicking duties, although they 
combined to hit on only 18-of-28 on field goal attempts. Love is a dangerous kick re- 
turner. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE CARDINALS 


Securing the school’s first bowl bid in over 
a decade was nice. Now comes the next 
step in the development of Brady Hoke’s 
program — winning a MAC title. That is an 
achievable goal considering that nine 
starters return to a high-octane offense 
that features several all-conference play- 
makers. Quarterback Nate Davis might 
not be a household name, but he is one of 
the top signal-callers in the nation. He 
proved himself with a 422-yard passing 
effort in a 41-40 loss at Nebraska last 
September. For the Cards to get to that 
next level, the running game will need to 
improve. The offense needs more balance, 
and a strong rushing attack will keep Ball 
State’s suspect defense off the field. 
Speaking of defense, the unit did make 
strides last season, but it still has a long 
way to go if Ball State wants to compete 
for a title. The linebacking corps, led by 
Bryant Haines, is solid, but the defensive 
line must step up after struggling to stop 
the run. For the first time in several sea- 
sons, Ball State plays a manageable non- 
conference schedule. Gone are the likes 
of Missouri, Clemson, Pitt, Boston College, 
Purdue, Iowa, Auburn, Nebraska and IIli- 
nois. There are no gimmes on the 2008 
slate, but none of the games is a sure 
loss, either. 


DANTE LOVE 


A.28 Northeastern 

S. 5 Navy be 
S.13 _ at Akron W 
S.20 at Indiana es L 
S.27 Kent State W 
0. 4 atToledo Ww 
0.11 atWestern Kentucky = W 
0.25 Eastern Michigan Ww 
N. 5 Northern Illinois Ww 
N.11 atMiami(OH) * 
N.19 at Central Michigan x 
N.25 Western Michigan 3 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates 3 projected win or loss 


ATHLON® SPORTS” (COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


2008 SCHEDULE 


Ball State SID 


2008 BALL STATE ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 69 Davis, Chad 63/263 dr. Pendleton, IN Hartke, Ryan 6-4/200 Fr. St. Henry, OH 
13 Davis, Nate 6-2/217 ur. Bellaire,OH © 52 Gerberry, Dan 63/292 Sr. Austintown,OH 22 Huntsinger, Bill 60/210 Fr. Frankton, IN 
14 Garner, Perci 6-1/222 So. Dover,OH 73 Helton, Lance 6-5/296 So. Wrightsville,GA 42 Jones, Davyd 6-1/200 So. Muncie, IN 
V7 Justice, Tanner 63/196 Uh. Indianapolis, IN 66 Hunter, Kreg 6-3/284 Fr. Lebanon, IN Lett, Dee 5-11/205 Fr. Hopkinsville, KY 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WI CL HOMETOWN 57 Jacoby, Ben 6-2/263 Fr —_Lawrenceville,GA 99 Meeks, Kenny 6-2/230 Sr. Muncie, IN 
27 Clancy, Chris 62/2331 St Plainfield, 1. 76 Kennedy, Rayondon 62/259 Fr. Dolton, IL Tabron, George 63/235 Fr. Canton, OH 
2 Edmonds, Frank 5-8/181 So. Cleveland,oH 79 Ramsey, Andre 65/304 Sr. Cordele,GA 32 Womack, Lorren 6-0/221 Fr Huber Heights, OH 
33. Lewis, MiQuale 5-6/184 Jr FortWayne, IN 74 Switzer, Michael 65/277 So. Indianapolis, IN 55 Woodworth, Sam 6-2/202 dr. Elkhart, IN 
28 Winkler, Ray 5-9/182 So. South Bend, IN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN _ DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
RECEIVERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 56 Barinaga, Gonzalo 6-2/256 Sr. Milwaukee, WI 25. Baker, Sean 61/205 Fr. Canfield, OH 
80 Everett, Joe 60/170 So. Middleburg, FL 30 Buckingham, John 61/221 So. Greenwood, IN 8 Buice, Trey 5-10/175 Sr. Stone Mountain, GA 
4 Ifft, Daniel 6-3/181 So. Dover,OH 90 Crawford, Brandon 63/260 Ur Fort Wayne, IN 19 Burch, Koreen 5-9/162 So Broxton, GA 
81 Johnson, Louis 61/177 Sr. Muncie, IN 98. Davis, Troy 5-11/256 So. Fort Wayne,IN 20 Carnegie, Brandon 5-11/183 So. Novi, MI 
86 Love, Dante 5-10/179 Sr. Cincinnati,OH 65  Duffin, Drew 63/255 dr. Avon,IN 31. Cook, Dane 6-0/186 So. Eaton, IN 
21 Overton, Wade 63/200 Sr. Indianapolis, IN 91 Eddins, Robert 6-3/224 So. Detroit, MI 15 Gregory, Jakeem 5-9/170 So Fort Wayne, IN 
87 Trempe, Myles 6-4/202 So. Springfield,OH 54 Gray, Jerrod 6-3/253 Fr. Bradley, IL 6 Henry, Derrick 61/189 So. Columbus, OH 
TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 97 Houston, Jermaine 6-4/241 Sr. Newberry, SC 3 Hill, Bu. 5-7/180 Sr. Lanham, MD 
40. Basker, Jake 62/217 So. South Bend, IN 26 dankowski, Jason 62/262 So. Hartland, WI 4 Jordan, Zac 510/196 Fr. Cincinnati, OH 
47. Choy, Brendan 64/247 Fr Bradenton, FL 95. Perry, Rene 5-11/271 So. Lake City, FL 43 Kilburn, Tad 6-0/182 So. Middletown, OH 
82. Grant, Madaris 65/222 dr Cincinnati, OH 92 Pitcock, Jafe 6-2/262 Fr. Piqua,OH 38 Knipp, Alex 60/194 dh Amherst, OH 
88 Hill, Darius 6-6/236 Sr. Blue Springs, MO 41 Puthoff, Andrew 6-3/254 Fr. St. Henry, OH 9 Kuntz, Kyle 5-10/193 dr. Vandalia, OH 
84 Sharick, Drew 66/230 Fr. Champaign, IL 36 Rolf, Pete 6-4/246 Fr. Piqua,OH 12 Lewis, Trey 60/190 Sr. Raleigh, NC 
89  Steinhaus, Kevin 63/238 Fr. Algonquin, 1. 85 Woodard, Justin 63/222 So. LaGrange, GA Scheidt, Reid 6-2/195 So. Lake Village, IN 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HVWI oc HOMETOWN 64 Woods, Kaylon 6-2/254 So. Jacksonville, FL SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
70 Applegate, Jordan 65/301 dr. Fort Wayne, IN LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 29. Hogue, Jake (K) 5-9/195 So, Plainfield, IN 
67. Arnold, Travis 68/284 So. Fort Wayne, IN 59 Beasley, Antonio 6-0/219 Sr. FortWayne,IN 26 McGarvey, Ian (K/P) 5-9/210 So. Greenwood, IN 
71 Brewster, Robert 65/310 Sr. Cincinnati,OH 12 Brown, Wendell 60/214 Sr Detroit, MI 35 Miller, Chris (P) 62/211 Sr Libertyville, IL 
58 Cole, Adam 66/278 Sr. Eden Prairie, MN 48. Cosby, Spain §-11/212 dr Carrollton,GA 53 Muhlenkamp, Cody (LS) 5-11/203 So. Coldwater, OH 
51 Cornwell, Kyle 6-4/272 Sr. New Lenox,IL 49 Haines, Bryant 65/223 Sr. Piqua, OH Reinking, Chris (K/P)  5-11/209 So. Granger, IN 


2008 SIGNEES 2007 RESULTS 
Jeff Barker DE 65 215 DEP RECORD: 7-6 (5-2 MAC) 
James Cravens RB 5-11 210 TH CHART DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 


Andre Dawson WR/CB 6-0 172 A.30 Miami (OH) L 14-13 
Torieal Gibson WR 5-9 165 OFFENSE (9) S. 8 atEastern Michigan  W 38-16 
Jeremy Hill WR 6-2 175 WR 86 Dante Love (Sr.) 87 Myles Trempe (So.) S.15 at Navy W (ot) 34-31 
Kyle Hoke S/LB 5-11 190 WR 4 Daniel Ifft (So.) 81 Louis Johnson (Sr) S.22 at Nebraska L 41-40 
Austin Holtz OL 65 290 LT 79 Andre Ramsey (Sr) 58 Adam Cole (Sr) S.29 Buffalo Ww 49-14 
Joshua Howard FS G1 190 LG 74 Michael Switzer (So.) 73 Lance Helton (So.) 0. 6 Central Michigan L 58-38 
Scott Kovanda Be AOE a C 52 Dan Gerberry (Sr.) 70 Jordan Applegate (Jr) 0.13 Western Kentucky W 35-12 
Cameron Lowry OT 6-6 255 ae 
Dan Manick DL 6-4 265 RG 51 Kyle Cornwell (Sr;) 66 Kreg Hunter (Fr.) 0.20 atWestern Michigan W 27-23 
Robert Martin LB 6-2 230 | RT 71 Robert Brewster (Sr.) 67 Travis Arnold (So.) 0.27 at Illinois fi 28-17 
Adam Morris DL/OL 6-0 305 . TE 88 Darius Hill (Sr) 84 Drew Sharick (Fr.) N. 3 at Indiana L 38-20 
Briggs Orsbon WR 6-0 185 TE 82 MadarisGrant (Jr) 89 Kevin Steinhaus (Fr) N.13 Toledo W 41-20 
Kelly Page QB 63 210 QB 13 Nate Davis (ur) Kelly Page (Fr.) N. 24 — at Northern Illinois W 27-21 
Blaine Schafer OT 66 299 RB 33 MiQuale Lewis (Ur) 2 Frank Edmonds (So.) J. 5 #Rutgers b 52-30 
Tee ea eure os ne DEFENSE (7) # International Bowl 

m Y 
antics RB 5-7 155 DE 90 Brandon Crawford (Jr) 97 Jermaine Houston (Sr.) 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
Rashaad White RB 5-9 205 NG 95 Rene Perry (So.) 98 Troy Davis (So.) PASSING AIT COMP YDS TD INT 
Steve Yoder OL 6-3 300 DT 65 Drew Duffin (ur) 56 Gonzalo Barinaga (Sr) Nate Davis 478 270 3,667 30 6 
Ball State signed another balanced class with DE 85 Justin Woodard (So.) 65 Drew Duffin (Fr) Tanner Justice 4 3 37 0 O 
continued emphasis on Ohio and Indiana. The SLB 99 Kenny Meeks (Sr) 59 Antonio Beasley (Sr.) RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 
staff did go to Texas, however, to find the MLB 11 Wendell Brown (Sr) 48 Spain Cosby (Jr) Frank Edmonds 140 529 3.8 6 
Class’ top prospect, Kelly Page. Rated as the WLB 49 Bryant Haines (Sr.) 32 Lorren Womack (Fr.) MiQuale Lewis 92 447 49 2 
12th-best quarterback prospectin the nation CB 12 Trey Lewis (Sr) 8 Trey Buice (Sr) Koreen Burch 55 208 38 1 
by ESPN.com and No. 25 by Rivals.com, Page CB 3 Bu. Hill (Sr) 20 Brandon Carnegie (So.) RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
had reported offers from Oregon, Utah and SS 38 Alex Knipp (dt) 25 Sean Baker (Fr) DanteLove 100 1,398 14.0 10 
Tulsa. Athlete Joshua Smith was recruited by 5 : : Darius Hill 65 926 142 11 
Big East and Big Ten teams. Wide receiver FS __6 Derrick Henry(So.) __ 31_Dane Cook (So.) Pelli usatteon 17 422 248 3 
Briggs ia a ee oe vt SPECIAL TEAMS Kicking: Jake Hogue, 11-19 FGs, 33-34 XPs, 66 points 
come the realgemothsclass;the defense | 26 TanNeGarvey(So) KR 3. BALHIN(S) Lijec suc rappresosl paca ad i! 
ea acishertihad Ghecdhlindatae RBI P 35 Chris Miller (St) PR 86. Dante Love (Sr) = Breneon Siew 


. Interceptions: B.J. Hill, 5 
sprinters. — = 
Returning Players in Bold 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 117 


HEAD COACH: BUTCH JONES RECORD AT SCHOOL: 8-6 (1 YEAR) CAREER RECORD: 8-6 (1 YEAR) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MIKE BAJAKIAN DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ti BANKS 
MOUNT PLEASANT, MICH. KELLY/SHORTS STADIUM (30,255) 


he Motor City Bowl-record crowd of 60,624 that packed Ford Field last De- 
cember for Purdue's thrilling 51-48 win over Central Michigan was no doubt 
happy to see the Chippewa offense stand so tall against a Big Ten opponent. 
CMU ran 79 plays and piled up 435 yards in the near-miss. Not bad. Of 
course, CMU surrendered 587 yards and allowed the Boilers to run 81 plays. Not good. 
So, finding a point of emphasis during spring practice was not a problem for Butch 
Jones and his staff. If Central wants to three-peat as MAC champion for the first time 
in school history, it had better tighten up on the defensive side of the ball. 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


QUARTERBACKS There have been two quarterbacks in FBS history to pass for 
more than 3,000 yards and run for more than 1,000 in the same season. One 
ES is Dan LeFevour, who last year threw for 3,652 yards and 27 scores and ran for 

1,122 and 19 TDs. In other words, the Chippewas are in pretty good shape 
under center. Oh, and he’s just a junior. Backing him up is senior Brian Brunner, who 
is solid but attempted only 12 passes last year. 


RUNNING BACKS One might be tempted to dismiss senior Justin Hoskins’ 
‘07 output (664 yards, 10 TDs) as pedestrian, but one look at his 5.8 yards-per- 
ES carry average tells you that he’s a pretty good backfield weapon. He's not big, 

but he can move and is a good passing-game weapon (22 catches). Ontario 
Sneed, another senior, brings a tougher inside game and is a fine complement to 


Hoskins. Incoming freshman Jahleel Addae could be a factor right away. 
add in a pair of receivers 
omore Antonio Brown (102, 6), and you can see 


RECEIVERS 1cFevour would be 
dangerous on his own, but z= 

=. like junior Bryan Ander- P = 

son (90 catches, 10 TDs) and soph- 

why CMU torments opponents. Expect to see more of sophomores Kito Poblah and 

Taylor Bradley, and look out for junior Jean Pitts, who had a good spring in the slot. 


MAC WEST 
PREDICTION 


Central opponents averaged 5.9 yards 
per play last year, a big reason the 
Chippewas surrendered so many 
points. It’s a statistic that must be im- 
proved this year. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN With four starters returning to this unit, Central can count on 
good protection for LeFevour and plenty of room cleared for the ground attack. The 
only question comes at right guard, where Joe McMahon, who comes to Mt. Pleasant 
via Joliet (Ill.) Junior College and Iowa State, will have two years of eligibility remain- 
ing. He's a perfect fit for the spread, thanks to his ability to move. Left tackle Andrew 
Hartline has been voted second-team All-MAC twice and leads the way up front. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Chippewas will rush the passer well, thanks to the return 
of ends Frank Zombo (7.5 sacks) and Larry Knight (5.0). Expect Sam Williams and 
Josh Allison to see work on the outside, too. Inside, Casey Droscha, who had 11 tack- 
les for a loss, is a force, but Tredale Kennedy may need to step into a starting role after 
seeing limited action in 07, His main weapon is quickness. 


LINEBACKERS If there is one area that will waylay the Chippewas’ defensive im- 
provement this year, it is on the second line of defense, where two starters must be re- 
placed. Sophomore Nick Bellore piled up 102 tackles last year and could be an 
All-MAC choice this year. He’s sound in the middle. Outside, there are questions. 
Calvin Hissong moves in from safety and brings speed, while Tim Brazzel (19 tackles 
“| in ’07) and David Lawrence (8) emerged during the spring. 


a ——, 
= \ DEFENSIVE BACKS The secondary was ravaged by injury last year and featured nine 
“—" different starters. The stalwart is corner Josh Gordy, who picked off four passes but 
= =" missed four games due to injury. He'll be paired with Tommy Mama. Vince Agnew is 
. = } likely the nickel man. Don't be surprised if freshman LaVarus Williams gets a shot after 
Zt an impressive prep career. Chaz West was a full-time corner last year, but he'll step into 
the strong safety role, and Eric Fraser, who made starts at both safety spots and corner, 
will be the free safety. Whoever plays in the secondary had better step up, because Cen- 
tral allowed rivals to complete 65.4 percent of their passes last year. 


SPECIALISTS Andrew Aguila was a solid placement man last year, making 9-of-14 field 
goal tries, including a 51-yarder. Now, he must be more consistent. Expect sophomore 
Brett Hartmann, who has a strong leg but no experience, to step in at punter, where 
Tony Mikulec was average last year. The return game is on the speedy legs of Brown, who 
averaged 10.9 yards per punt return last year and took a kickoff to the house as well. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE CHIPPEWAS 


There is no reason to believe the Chippe- 
was won't be serious contenders for the 
MAC title, even if the school has never 
won three in a row during its history. OK, 
maybe that defense is shaky enough to 
lose some shootouts, but the CMU attack 
is so dangerous that it should be able to 
overcome just about any trouble on the 
other side of the ball. Dan LeFevour is in 
total command of the offense and can al- 
most do it by himself. Fortunately for his 
health, he has a productive stable of run- 
ning backs and plenty of wideout 
weapons, most notably Antonio Brown 
and Bryan Anderson. Central should aver- 
age 40 points per game this year. As for 
the defense, well, that all depends on 
whether the new outside linebackers have 
the ability to keep things contained, and if 
the secondary can get it together after a 
truly awful ’07. Nobody’s expecting the 
Chippewas to become stingy, but it would 
be nice if their defense said, “No!” once in 
a while. Butch Jones received an exten- 
sion during the offseason, and it was to- 
tally warranted. He has continued Brian 
Kelly’s success and has the team well po- 
sitioned for the future. As for the present, 
things look pretty good there, too. 


BRYAN ANDERSON 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A. 28 Eastern illinois = W 
S.6 atGeorgia L 
S. 13 atOhio Ww 
S.20 atPurdue as 
S. 27 Buffalo Ww 
0.11 Temple_ - W_ 
0.18 Western Michigan = W 
0.25 atToledo W 
N. 1 atIndiana —* ii 
N. 12 at Northern Illinois WwW 
N. 19 Ball State 2 * 
N. 28 at Eastern Michigan Ww 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win pr loss 
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Central Michigan SID 


2008 CENTRAL MICHIGAN ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 83. Moore, Andre 6-2/222 Sr. Chicago,IL 17 Brazzel,Tim 60/185 ur. Smyrna, GA 

7 Beltowski, Steve 6-6/236  So.Harrison Township, MI 86 Weaver, Rocky 6-6/220 Fr. Battle Creek, MI 20 Hissong, Calvin 6-4/196 dr. Haslett, MI 
18 Brunner, Brian 63/241 Sr. Hubertus, WI OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 50 Khoury, Vince 5-11/249 So. Traverse City, MI 
13 LeFevour, Dan 63/226 dr. DownersGrove,IL 57 Antonides, Adam 63/284 Je Lapeer, MI 26 Lapsiey, Jonathan 6-2/254 Sr. Fort Wayne, IN 

6 Rifenbury, Derek 63/205 Fr DeerfieldBeach,FL 67 Curtis, Kyle 63/262 Sr. Tonia, MI 33 Lawrence, David 60/213 Sr. Kalamazoo, MI 
RUNNING BACKS HII CL HOMETOWN 74 ‘Hartline, Andrew 65/297 Sr, Baroda, Mr 53. Miles, Barron 62/202 dr DeSoto, TX 
21. Archer, Marcel 511/193 ut Miami, FL 66 Maddux, Jeff 64/318 So. Temperance, MI 30 Petrucci, Mike 62/208 Fr Milford, MI 
25 Carter, Landon 5-11/185 Fr — BeverlyHills, MI. 75 McMahon, Joe 6-2/285 dr. Joliet, 1 55 Redmond, Mickey 510/210 Fr. Sterling Heights, MI 
42. Daniels, Johnnie 51/215 Fr Miami,FL 63 Miller, Colin 63/280 So. Centreville, vA 59 Torzy, Shane 62/197 So. Sterling Heights, MI 

3 Hoskins, Justin 5-10/195 Sr Grand Rapids, MI 64 Ollenburger, Allen 64/245 dr. Charlotte, MI DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
48 Mays, Kevin 63/240 So. Flint, MI. 73 Olson, Jake 68/240 Fr. Hartford, WI 22 Agnew, Vince 5-11/188 So. Grand Rapids, MI 
37 Reed, Tyler 511/220 So. Holt, MI 99. Quinn, Anthony 6-4/252 So. Grand Rapids, MI 44 Bolden, Dannie 5-11/181 Fr. Grand Ledge, MI 
28 Sneed, Ontario 5-11/203 Sr. Decatur, IL 76 Rademaker, Nick 6-1/283 So. Traverse City,MI 31. Edwards, Kirkston 61/183 Ur Wellington, FL 
29 Volny, Carl 5-11/189 So Miramar, FL 77 Wojt, Greg 6-4/285 Sr. Mississauga,ON 12 Fraser. Eric 60/202 dt Burnaby, BC 
RECEIVERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN _ DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 19. Gordy, Josh 5-11/190 dr. Warthen, GA 

7 Anderson, Bryan 65/205 ur Rockford, MI 47. Allison, Josh 6-2/245 Fr. Lake Orion, MI 44 Jackson, Gary 58/170 Fr. Detroit, MI 
89 Bockheim, Joe 6-2/197 Sr Grand Rapids, MI 34 Archer, Antrione 63/232 Sr. Tennille, GA 14 Mama, Tommy 5-10/187 Jr. Miramar, FL 

5 Bradley, Taylor 61/189 So. Cincinnati,OH 60 Chomic, Jason 6-4/210 Fr. Jackson, MI. 34 McKinney, Marc 60/190 Fr. Detroit, MI 
27 Brown, Antonio 5-175 So Miami,FL 91. Dietz, Mark 63/255 Fr. Chicago,IL 24 McLaughlin, Ev. 6-0/203 So. East Grand Rapids, MI 
45 McClure, Ken 6-4/182 dr. DeWitt, MI 51 Droscha, Casey 61/258 Sr. Mason, MI 9 Seay, Bobby 5-11/185 So. Pembroke Pines, FL 
16 Pitts, Jean 510/170 Jr, Lansing, MI. 79. Kennedy, Tredale 63/250 So. Frederick, MD 4 West, Chaz 511/181 Jr Pompano Beach, FL 

1 Poblah, Kito 6-2/196 So, Montreal,QC 95 Knight, Larry 63/243 Jr. Augusta,GA 27 Wilkins, Josh 5-10/170 So. Riviera Beach, FL 
49. Sirovy, Dan 6-0/180 Fr. Farmington Hills, MI 54 Murnane, Sean 61/237 So. Green Oaks, IL — spEciaLists HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
25 Skergan, Sean 61/204 So Gaines, MI. 67 Schley, Ben 61/247 dr. Cheboygan, MI 36 Aguila, Andrew (K) 60/175 dr Bellflower, CA 
85 Torres, Matt 61/189 So Naples, FL 15 Williams, Sam 64/218 de Redford, MI 96 Hartmann, Brett (K/P) 6-3/215 So. Menomonee Falls, WI 
87 Wilson, Jeremy 63/180 Fr. Davison, MI 98 Zombo, Frank 64/259 Jt Sterling Heights, MI_—79 Mitsef, Logan (K) 6-4/240 Fr. Shelby Twp., MI 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 99 Mooradian, Mark (K) 5-9/170 Fr. Mount Pleasant, MI 
84 Ekkens, Jake 6-4/243 So. Caledonia, MI 43 Bellore, Nick 6-1/234 So. Whitefish Bay, WI 93 Starkey, Chris (LS) 6-4/246 So. DeWitt, MI 
84 Friske, Brandin 63/207 Fr ——-NorthBranch,MI 46 Berning, Matt 61/235 So. Duisburg, Germany 
2008 SIGNEES 2007 RESULTS 

RECORD: 8-6 (6-1 MAC) 
Jahleel Addae RE pee a8 DEPTH CHART DATE OPPONENT RESUIT «SCORE 
David Blackburn Er G-oA 245 / S. 1 atKansas L 52-7 
John Carr DB 6-2 180 OFFENSE (8) S. 8 Toledo Ww 52-31 
Derek Carter DB 6-0 183 WR 7 Bryan Anderson (Jr) 89 Joe Bockheim (Sr.) S.15 at Purdue L 45-22 
Grant Cartwright OL 65 245 WR 1 Kito Poblah (So.) 5 Taylor Bradley (So,) S.22 North DakotaState L 44-14 
bats eatoD Kes es WR 27 Antonio Brown (So.) 16 Jean Pitts (dr) S.29 Northern Illinois Ww 35-10 
Cedric Fraser WR 63 180 7 0. 6 at Ball State Ww 58-38 
Kashawn Fraser DE 63 215 LT 74 Andrew Hartline (Sr.) 67 Kyle Curtis (Sr) 
; 0.13 Army Ww 47-23 

Jerry Harris WR 63 182 LG 66 co ene (So.) 76 Nick net a! (So.) 0.20 atClemson L 70-14 
Richard Hayes OL 6-3 275 C 63 Colin Miller (So.) 57 Adam Antonides (ur.) 0.27 at Kent State W 4)-32 
Darren Keyton OL 63, 2275 RG 75 Joe McMahon (Jr) 64 Allen Ollenburger (ur.) N. 6 atWestern Michigan W 34-31 
Yvener Lisca DB 5-9 170 RT 77 Greg Wojt (Sr) 73 Jake Olson (Fr) N.16 Eastern Michigan L 48-45 
Ryan Radcliff QB 6-2 195 TE 86 Rocky Weaver (Fr.) 84 Brandin Friske (Fr) N.23 at Akron W 35-32 
Mike Repovz DE 64 243 QB 13 Dan LeFevour (Jr) 18 Brian Brunner (Sr) D. 1 Miami (OH) W 35-10 
Bryan Schroeder RB 5-9 212 RB 3 dustin Hoskins (Sr.) 28 Ontario Sneed (Sr) D.26 #Purdue L 51-48 
Valtorrey Showers WR 5-9 170 #Motor City Bowl 
Armond Staten LB 6-1 = 205 DEFENSE (9) 
Darryll Stinson DE 66 225 DE 15 Sam Williams (Jr) 95. Larry Knight (Jr) 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
Lorenzo White DB 60 170 DT 79 Tredale Kennedy (So.) 54 Sean Murnane (So.) 
John Williams DL 60 270 NG 51 Casey Droscha (Sr) 47 Josh Allison (Fr.) banana por One i 
LaVarus Williams DB 5-11 185 ie oes adc 47 dosh Alison Fr) Dan LeFevour 543 355 3,652 27 13 
eee st pe ees LB 33 aa ons 53 Barron es acen aeunes a ‘ ot Sos 
Thanks to the efforts of assistants Zach Az- LB 43 Nick Bellore (So.) 46 Matt Berning (So. RUSHING Ay YDS AVG 1D 
zanni and Paul Volero, the Chippewas did a ; : — ; Dan LeFevour. ABB 1,122) 16.0'9.19 
great job in Florida, corralling nine Sunshine LB 17 Tim Brazzel (Jr) 20 Calvin Hissong (Jr) Justin Hoskins 115 664 5.8 10 
State natives. That’s pretty good. The best of CB 19 Josh Gordy (Jr) 22 Vince Agnew (So.) Ontario Sneed 119 486 4.1 6 
the bunch appears to be Jahleel Addae, who CB 14 Tommy Mama (Jr) 22 Vince Agnew (So.) RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
spurned West Virginia, and speedy defensive SS 4 Chaz West (Jr) 24 EJ. McLaughlin (So.) Antonio Brown 102 1,003 98 6 
back Derek Carter, And look out for Lorenzo FS 12 Eric Fraser (Jr) 9 Bobby Seay (So.) Bryan Anderson 90 1,132 126 10 
White, son of the former Michigan State star Justin Gardner 33 305 aL: 
running back of the same name and a speedy SPECIAL TEAMS Kicking: Andrew Aguila, 9-14 FGs, 60-64 XPs, 87 points 
D-back. Ryan Radcliff threw for more than K 36 Andrew Aguila (Jt) KR._27. Antonio Brown (So.) Tackles: Red Keith, 148; Ike Brown, 106 

11,000 yards during his prep career and P 96 Brett Hartmann (So.) PR 27 Antonio Brown (So.) Sacks: Frank Zombo, 7.5 


tushed for 618 yards as a senior, so he 


sounds perfect for Butch Jones’ offense. 
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Interceptions: Josh Gordy, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 
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HEAD COACH: JEFF GENYK RECORD AT SCHOOL: 13-33 (4 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 13-33 (4 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: SCOTT |SPHORDING DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JAY PETERSON 
YPSILANTI, MICH. RYNEARSON STADIUM (30,200) 


hen most coaches talk about what it takes to turn a program around, 
they speak in terms of five-year plans. Jeff Genyk begins his fifth year in 
Ypsilanti hoping that his plan will pay off. EMU was 4-8 last year but 
showed promise at year’s end, winning wo of its final four games, knock- 
ing off Central Michigan and Western Michigan. There can be no questioning the im- 
portance of this season for the Eagles. With their in-state rivals each having played in 
a bowl game within the two past seasons, it’s imperative EMU keeps pace. 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


QUARTERBACKS The Eagles are fortunate to have junior triggerman Andy Schmitt 
back after a solid ’07 season. His challenge this year is to become more adept at getting 
the ball downfield. He is strong on his feet, having rushed for 279 yards and six scores. 
With a season of experience behind him and a relatively experienced offensive line in 
front of him, expect Schmitt to take a step forward. If sophomore Kyle McMahon 
wants to challenge Schmitt, he must be more accurate. 


RUNNING BACKS The departure of Pierre Walker (839 yards, 10 TDs) causes con- 
cern for a ground attack that topped 200 yards in each of the final four games. The Ea- 
gles were encouraged by the spring performance of senior Terrence Blevins, who showed 
power and speed. Blevins must control the fumbling problems that limited his action 
last year. The rest of the Eagle backs are of a diminutive nature, with 5'9" Dwayne 
Priest and 5'8" Jayson Jones the leading candidates for extended work. 


MAC WEST 
PREDICTION 


The Eagles allowed rivals to 
average 5.2 yards per rush 
and score 25 touchdowns on 
the ground. Those numbers 
must improve. 


RECEIVERS The Eagles return their top two pass-catchers from last season, Jacory 
Stone (47 catches 3 TDs) and DeAnthony White 

(33, 3). The juniors are steady performers with 

experience, but neither is a gamebreaker. For- 

mer quarterback Tyler Jones, who caught 29 ft 

balls last year, has the potential to be a more po- 

tent weapon as he becomes more familiar with his 

role. Dontayo Gage has some speed, and redshirt freshmen Trey Hunter and David Fox 
could see time. Josh LeDuc emerged from spring drills as the top tight end. 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN The left side of the front wall should be a strength. Senior 
T.J. Lang is a solid left tackle, while Andy Fretz is a two-year starter at left guard. There 
was some maneuvering during the spring on the other side. Junior Stephen Johnson, 
who started four times at right tackle, moved to the guard spot and took the job, while 
Dan DeMaster, who started eight times at right tackle, moved to the guard spot. Ex- 
pect to see him swinging between the two positions. The man in the middle is Eric 
Davis, who started the final six games in the pivot and was quite successful. 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Seniors Spenser Smith and Josh Hunt return and have the 
potential to be stalwarts. Smith made 35 tackles from the end spot last year, and Hunt 
had 30 stops. From there, though, things get a little shaky, and the departure of stand- 
out tackle Jason Jones, who had 19.5 tackles for a loss last year, is big. Tyler Palsrok 


played nine games as a true freshman in ’07 but had only three tackles. He'll start at 
one tackle, while Brandon Downs is at the other end. 


LINEBACKERS Middle man Daniel Holtzclaw is on the preseason Lombardi watch 
list after making a team-high 125 tackles last year. He can be the fulcrum of a strong 
linebacking corps, provided junior Andre Hatchett, who sat out spring drills to attend 
to his grades, can get things in order by August. Hatchett has great speed and made 98 
stops last year. If Hatchett isn’t eligible, sophomore Tim Fort, a backup last year, will 
start. The other outside position belongs to senior Jermaine Jenkins, who moved from 


DANIEL HOLTZCLAW 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE EAGLES 
After winning only one game in ’06, the 
Eagles took four last season, including 
two biggies over their in-state MAC rivals. 
Although the non-conference schedule in- 
cludes a couple landmines (Michigan 
State, Maryland), winnable games with In- 
diana State and Army are also on the 
slate. The Eagles have to find a reliable 
running back out of the collection of hope- 
fuls. Terrence Blevins could be the man, 
provided he holds onto the football. Andy 
Schmitt must become more adept at get- 
ting the ball downfield, although it would 
help if he had more potent weapons on 
the outside. The defense is reasonably 
strong in the secondary, although the Ea- 
gles need to be more opportunistic 
against the pass. But the acid test for the 
D comes along the front seven, where 
linebacker Danie! Holtzclaw needs help 
from Andre Hatchett, and the line must be 
able to put up a substantial fight at the 
point of attack. Jeff Genyk’s fifth year has 
the potential for success, but EMU needs 
its youngsters to step up and deliver. Of 
course, that’s the whole idea of giving a 
coach five years. He can get his people in 
place and let them succeed. This is the 
time for that to happen. 


2008 SCHEDULE 


last year, making five. He did, however, convert a 50-yarder. Gage averaged a solid 23.1 
yards bringing back kicks and had a 90-yarder for a score. Priest is solid in that area, too. 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


safety and has been a special teams standout. A. 28 IndianaState = W 

S. 6 at Michigan State Ly 
DEFENSIVE BACKS Although four starters return, there is a youth movement going S. 13. Toledo * 
on at cornerback. Sophomores Kevin Long and Arrington Hicks, who showed plenty Ss 20 at Maryland. ie 
of promise last year, have grabbed the starting positions, ahead of incumbents Lyle Gar- S. 27 Northern Illinois er 
rison and Derrick Hunter. Garrison and Hunter will still see time and could push their 0. 4 at Bowling Green L 
way back into the starting lineup. The free safety spot belongs to sophomore Ryan 0.11 at Army eee 
Downard, who picked off six passes last year and has all-league potential. Strong safety 0.18 Akron = 
Jacob Wyatt made 65 tackles and intercepted two passes. 0. 25 _at Ball State fie 
SPECIALISTS Zach Johnson is on the preseason Ray Guy watch list after averaging 7 + Sen: Michigan : 2 
42.1 yards per punt last year. He also handles placements but attempted only seven kicks N. 28 Central Michigan L = 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
VW or L indicates a projected win of loss 


2008 EASTERN MICHIGAN ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN ‘TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN _ LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
11 McMahon, Kyle 6-3/208 So. Rochester Hills, MI 17 Bonner, John 6-2/240 Sr. Dayton,OH 47 Bittner, Chris 61/206 Fr Bloomfield Hills, MI 
7 Schmitt, Andy 6-4/238 Ur St.Johns,MI 89 LeDuc, Josh 6-3/230 So. Canton,MI 52 Brown, Steve 6-0/208 Fr. Palmyra, VA 
13 Thayer, Ben 6-3/220 So. Kalamazoo, MI 48 Paluch, Sonny 6-4/246 So. Harper Woods,MI 42. English, Marcus 61/209 Fr. Dayton, OH 
12 Williams, Jason 63/191 Fr. Dayton,OH 94 Pollock, Kyle 63/258 Jr  GroverBeach,CA 57 Fort, Tim 6-0/214 So. Southfield, MI 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 95 Youssif, Dan 6-2/231 Fr. ClintonTownship, MI 56 Galloway, Paul 5-11/227 Fr. Detroit, MI 
3. Blevins, Terrence 61/226 Sr Detroit, MI OFFENSIVELINEMEN -HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 20 Hatchett, Andre S-11/215 Je Indianapolis, IN 
31 Everson, Corey 60/219 dr Detroit, MI 76 Buche, Bridger 6-3/284 So. Portland, mz 44 Holtzclaw, Daniel 61/246 Sr. Enid, OK 
49 Goodrum, Maurice  5-8/187 So. Detroit, MI 74 Charles, Joe 60/304 Sr Coral Springs,FL_ 2 venkins, Jermaine = 6-2/207 St. Saginaw, MI 
35. Jones, Jay'son 58/167 So. Jacksonville, FL 77 Crabill, James 61/261 Fr Plymouth, mq 29 Seaberry, Lorenzo 58/216 de Cleveland, OH 
22 Priest, Dwayne 5-9/186 So. Roanoke, VA 78 Davis, Eric 6-2/279 So. Southgate, MI DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
47 Vance, Caleb 5-9/179 So. Cincinnati,OH 72 Davis-Budanauro, Darrell 6-4/357 Fr. Grand Rapids, MI 6 Cardwell, Martavius 5-10/198 Fr. Flint, MI 
RECEIVERS HIWT CL HOMETOWN 65 DeMaster, Dan 6-5/287 So. AnseCreuse,MI 43. Dixon, Keith 510/191 Fr. Northville, MI 
82. Beard, Nate 510/171 Ur Westland, MI 60 Fretz, Andy 6-2/285 dr. Kalamazoo, MI 10 Downard, Ryan 61/201 So. Lima, OH 
87 Brown Reggie 51/175 Sr Detroit. my 2 Gotham, Derek 6-4/290 So. South Lyon, MI 30 Garrison, Lyle 5-8/167 Sr. Beavercreek, OH 
8% pakeavone 510/194 So. Siranise hy 55. Johnson, Stephen 6-4/280 dr. Holt, MI 24 Harrison, Dwayne 5-9/191 Sr. __N. Miami Beach, FL 
88 Fox, David 62/195 Fr. Miskeoon! mp 20 Lang, Tu. 6-4/307 Sr. Ferndale, MI 19 Hicks, Arrington 5-10/166 So. Orlando, FL 
2 Gage, Dontayo 510/184 dr Pontiac, MI 69 Larkins, Chris 6-2/273 Sr. Hollywood, FL 34 Hunter, Derrick 60/184 dr. Southfield, MI 
83 Gay, Tone 6-4/201 Sr. Olivet, MI 64 Petersen, Ross 65/285 dr. Homewood, IL 27 Long, Kevin 6-1/196 So. West Bloomfield, MI 
81 Graham Michael 63/198 So. Sicinond) VA 54 Radney, Chris 6-3/257 So. Detroit, MI. 23 May, Chris 5-10/200 Jr. Jupiter, FL 
85. Hoover, Trevor 62/207 Jr Novi, MI DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HW CL HOMETOWN >” Mitchell, Mark 511/179 So. Blssfield, MI 
84 Hunter, Trey 5-11/200 Fr Pemberville,OH 97 Brockman, Adam 63/244 So. Lebanon, IN 32 Rambaud, Judson 510/185 _ Sr Massillon, OH 
5 Jones, Tyler 62/218 St Belleville, MI 45. Downs, Brandon 60/257 Je Springfield, oH 37 Wilson, Nate 511/180 Fr Mentor, OH 
80 Pratt, Brandon 6-2/189 So. Wayne, MI 91. Hunt, dosh 65/290 Sr Jackson, Mr 2 Wyatt, Jacob SL/L" St Lansing, MI 
15 Stone, Jacory 61/190 ur Cleveland,OH 46 Jackson, Korey 6-0/233 Sr. Lansing, MI — SPECIALISTS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
19 VanAusdale, Jordan 63/210 Fr Napolean,OH 92 Kuhlman, Ryan 6-4/265 Fr SterlingHeights, MI 38 Dutcher, Sean (K) 5-10/197 So. Owosso, MI 
26 Welch, Corey 5-9/182 Fr. Akron,OH 93 Ohrman, Brad 6-4/244 Fr, Adrian, MI 33. Johnson, Zach (P/K) 6-0/185 dr Springboro, OH 
18 White, DeAnthony 58/170 dr. Kennesaw,GA 99 Palsrok, Tyler 6-4/265 So. Vicksburg, MI 66 Treppa, Patrick (K/P) 510/157 So. Livonia, MI 

90 Reese, Javon 63/226 Fr. Ft. Wayne, IN 

11 Riley, Corey 6-2/241 Sr —_ Boynton Beach, FL 

96 Slater, Brandon 63/273 Fr. Southfield, MI 

5 Smith, Spenser 6-1/240 Sr. Detroit, MI 

RECORD: 4-8 (3-4 MAC) 
Alex Beierwalter QB 6-2 195 DEPTH CH ART ee o — 
Corey Brown RB 5-11 ‘180 ; cpt i Cine ase Ree 
Darrion Brown WR 6-0 185 OFFENSE (7) S. 1 at Pittsburgh L 27- 3 
Juandez Brown QB «63 «190 : S. 8 Ball State L 38-16 
Steve Brown LB 6-0 210 WR 15 Jacory Stone (uJr.) 88 David Fox (Fr) 4 es 
[’shane Bynum 1B 6-1 210 WR 18 DeAnthony White (dr) 5 Tyler Jones (St) 5.15 at Northern Illinois = W a} 
Sear ed a ie oa WR 86 Tyrone Burke (So.) 84 Trey Hunter (Fr.) S.22 Howard Ww 38-15 
I. 5 : : i 

Ran Kans wi cartes LT 50 TJ.Lang (Sr) 69 Chris Larkins (Sr) $.29 at Vanderbitt L 30-7 
Scott MacLeod OL 6-7 295 LG 60 Andy Fretz (dr) 60 Darrell DavisBudanauo (fr) | 9- 6 at Michigan L 33-22 
Eric Morrison DB 5-10 185 C 78 Eric Davis (So.) 61 Derek Gotham (So. 0.13 at Ohio L 48-42 
Korey Neal OL 6-2 265 RG 55 Stephen Johnson (Jr) 74 doe Charles (Sr.) 0.19 Northwestern L 26-14 
Kyle Pollock TE 6-3 260 ; 0.27 West a Ww 19- 2 
Jon Pryor DB 5-9_-175 RT 65 Dan DeMaster (So.) 76 Bridger Buche (So.) . estern Michigan ss 
Javon Reese DL 63 220 TE 89 Josh LeDuc (So.) 48. Sonny Paluch (So.) N. 3. atToledo L 52-28 
Hit ae ne ad QB 7 Andy Schmitt (dr) ‘11. Kyle McMahon (So.) N. 9 Bowling Green L 39-32 
Raven san oh DL 6S (230 RB 3 TerrenceBlevins (St) 22 Dwayne Priest (So.) N.16 at Central Michigan W 48-45 
Drew Serruto DL 6-3 245 
Dominique Sherrer RB 5-11. 190 DEFENSE (8)! 
Tyler Thomas RB 5-9 190 DE 5 SpenserSmith (Sr) 93. Brad Ohrman (Fr) 2007 INDIVID STATS 
Mark VanDenburgh OL 6-4 290 DT 91 Josh Hunt (Sr.) 92. Ryan Kuhlman (Fr.) Sate cites” Tea vn” ann 
Cory Watman OL 6-2 280 PASSING ATT COMP TD INT 
Josh Williams ATH 6-1 210 DT 99 Tyler Palsrok (So.) 96 Brandon Slater (Fr) Andy Schmitt 255 164 1613 14 6 
Mike Zupancic LS 6-5 255 DE 45 Brandon Downs (ur) 97 Adam Brockman (So.) Kyle McMahon 99 50 544 3 9 
The Eagles filled many needs, beginning at LB 57 Tim Fort (So.) 20 Andre Hatchett (Jr-) RUSHING AIT YDS AVG TD 
running back, where Dominique Sherrer and LB 44 Daniel Holtzclaw (Sr) 52 Steve Brown (Fr.) Pierre Walker 214 839 39 10 
Corey Brown could make quick contributions. LB 25 Jermaine Jenkins (Sr) 42 Marcus English (Fr.) Andy Schmitt 67 279 42 6 
Quarterbacks Alex Beierwalter and ee CB 27 KevinLong (So.) 30 Lyle Garrison (Sr) RECEIVING eC YDS «OAVG. TD 
caRree tet Goh eer i a CB 19 Arrington Hicks (So.) 34 Derrick Hunter (Jr) Jacory Stone 47 462 «#98 3 
Mark VanDenburgh is a quality tackle with a SS__ 21 Jacob Wyatt (Sr.) 23. Chris May (Jr) PeAnthoy Waite xe oe e _ 
bright future. The linebacking corps is forti- FS 10 RyanDownard (So.) 24 Dwayne Harrison (Sr.) pee tws z an ig : 
fied by quick Steve Brown and Kyle DeMas- DEES ONES <2 
for si could’seartine Pols this year. SPECIAL TEAMS Kicking: Zach Johnson, 5-7 FGs, 27-31 XPs, 42 points 
Expect Marcell Rose to be a first-rate defen- K 33 Zach Johnson (Jr) KR 2  Dontayo Gage (Jr) Sean Dutcher, 2-5 FGs, 4-5 XPs, 10 points cage tie 
sive back before long, while Mike Zupancic P 33 Zach Johnson (Jr) PR 82. Nate Beard (Jr) Tociies: Pentel Hottecray, 12; Oetral Maithiews;.Li 


could start immediately at long snapper. 
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Sacks: Eric Young, 4 


Interceptions: Ryan Downard, 6 


Returning Players in Bold 
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HEAD COACH: JERRY KILL RECORD AT SCHOOL: FIRST SEASON CAREER RECORD: 104-57 (14 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MATT LIMEGROVER DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TRACY CLAEYS Two -M IN UTE DRI LL 


DEKALB, ILL. HUSKIE STADIUM (24,000) A QUICK LOOK AT THE HUSKIES 
New coach Jerry Kill brings much-needed 
energy to the program. Kill opened up 
competition at every position and infused 
the team with his demanding style. The 
Huskies lost only nine seniors from last 
year’s 2-10 team. The roster is littered 
with talent and experience, but several 


irst-year coach Jerry Kill has one rather simple goal for the Northern Illinois 
program — to return the Huskies back to relevance in the MAC. Kill inherits 
a team that suffered through a 2~10 record last fall, in the disappointing finale 
for highly successful coach Joe Novak. The good news, for Kill at least, is that 
injuries played a major factor in NIU’s 10-loss season. Fifteen starters missed a com- 
bined 77 starts, with 20 players suffering significant injuries. 

A rebuilding project won't be necessary, with 19 starters and 55 lettermen returning. Huskies must return healthy and be pro- 
The biggest obstacle blocking a winning season, other than rust, is a grueling schedule. ductive for this team to make amove'in 
The Huskies open the season with one home game in the first six weeks. the MAC West. Senior quarterback Dan 


Nicholson is coming back from offseason 
surgery on his throwing shoulder. Nichol- 


NATIONAL 
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QUARTERBACKS Senior Dan Nicholson sat out spring practice after undergoing of 
season surgery on his throwing shoulder. Ryan Morris gained valuable experience sub- son is motivated to prove last year’s 14-in- 
bing for Nicholson last year, but he lacks the mobility and talent to run Kill’s new F 

os : a ; ‘ terception season was a fluke. Whether 
offense. The Huskies plan on utilizing a two-back set with more passing out of the shot- pa gets a chance to start in Kill’s new of- 
gun. Kill’s offense is similar to Boise State's high-octane attack. The offense requires fense won't be determined until presea- 
more involvement from the quarterback. Redshirt freshman Chandler Harnish im- son camp. The main question mark 
pressed the new coaching staff with his intelligence and athleticism in spring practice. centers on a defense that surrendered 
Redshirt freshman DeMarcus Grady’s ability to run and pass provides another option. 30.8 points per game last year. The de- 


fense lost the majority of last year’s 
PREDICTION RUNNING BACKS Justin Anderson replaced injured starter Montell Clanton in the gtarters to epee Sain ed 


second game of the 2007 season and proceeded to rush for 1,245 yards and catch 45 —_ youngsters to gain valuable playing time. 
passes. Anderson's big season helped the Huskies become the lone FBS program with a Getting healthy and building confidence is 
1,000-yard rusher in each of the last nine seasons. The two- the main goal for the defense. A challeng- 
headed SORIDURSOR, of Anderson must Clascat, along willfclipene ing early schedule — highlighted by trips 
with a plethora of talented backups, gives Kill plenty of straight winning season: 0 Minnesota, Western Michigan and Ten- 
options for his two-back offense. Anderson's ability to until last i the  Nessee — could prevent the Huskies 
run and catch passes better fits Kill’s multiple-set of- Huskies went 2-10 __ from achieving their goals. The offense is 
fense. Anderson was limited in spring practice after in- loaded with quality players, and there is 
juring his PCL in the final game last year. depth on the offensive line. The veteran 
offense must adapt quickly to Kill’s system 
RECEIVERS Matt Simon emerged as one of the few positives in last year’s dreadful sea- to help an average-at-best defense. 
son. The senior led the Huskies with 52 receptions for 969 yards. Senior Britt Davis has 
one final chance to fulfill his vast potential. The health of Simon and Davis, however, 
is a concern. Both receivers underwent offseason shoulder surgery. Tight ends Bryan 
Beckner, Reed Cunningham and David Koronkiewicz will play a bigger role this year. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN The skill positions might be filled with question marks be- 
cause of injuries, but the offensive line is stacked with healthy and experienced players. 
With four starters recurning, the line is the deepest group on offense. Junior center 
Eddie Adamski, senior tackle Jon Brost and junior guards Jason Onyebuagu and Kevin 
Skatrud provide stability to the offense. Even the backups have experience, and plenty 
of redshirt freshmen will battle for playing time. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Larry English had another record-breaking season, leading the 
MAC with 10.5 sacks last year despite battling double-teams due to injuries along NIU’s 
line. English is set to conclude his career as one of the best ends in school history, though 
he might play some on the interior of the line this fall. End Brandon Bice started 11 
games last year and gives the Huskies another playmaker opposite English. The success 
of the defense hinges on whether the line can stay healthy and establish a pass rush to 
force opposing quarterbacks into mistakes. If tackles Alex Krutsch and Craig Rusch can 
collapse the middle, English and Bice will create havoc off the edge. 


JUSTIN ANDERSON — 


LINEBACKERS The Huskies need middle linebacker Tim McCarthy to be productive ( 2008 SCHEDULE 
after missing most of last year with an injury. McCarthy had racked up 100-plus tack- A. 30 at Minnesota 
les in each of his first two seasons. The staff moved Alex Kube, who had 111 tackles last S. 6 atWestern Michigan 
season from his strong safety spot, to strong-side linebacker in the spring. Josh Allen, S. 20 IndianaState __ 
John Tranchitella and Cory Hanson gained valuable experience last year. S. 27 at Eastern Michigan 
0. 4  atTennessee 
DEFENSIVE BACKS The secondary holds the key to the defense. Several talented play- 0.11 Miami (Oh) 

ers return, but this unit allowed far too many big plays last season. Cornerbacks Chase 0.18 Toledo 

Carter and Melvin Rice are both primed for productive seasons. Sophomore Mike Sobol 0.25 Bowling Green 

is line to replace Kube at free safety. N. 5. atBall State 
SPECIALISTS Senior punter Andy Dittbenner is the lone returnee among the key spe- : 2 = a ing 
cial teams positions. Kicker Mike Salerno gets the first crack at joining NIU’s recentlist 95 Navy ; 
of quality all-conference kickers. 


See +) ele SS iri 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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2008 NORTHERN ILLINOIS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
1 Blalock, Paul 6-0/222 dt. Aurora, IL 
3 Grady, DeMarcus 61/196 Fr Grand Rapids, MI 
12 Harnish, Chandler 63/211 Fr. Bluffton, IN 
15 Morris, Ryan 6-2/199 Jp Carol Stream, IL 
19 Nicholson, Dan 6-2/192 Sr. Chicago, IL 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
21 Anderson, Justin 5-11/222 ur. Chicago, IL 
1 Blalock, Paul 60/222 Jr Aurora, IL 
4 Bryant, David 5-10/202 Jr St. Louis, MO 
20 Clanton, Montell 5-9/185 Sr. Rockford, IL 
28 Crider, Ricky 5-9/180 So. Evansville, IN 
6 Schiffler, Matt 5-9/199 Jr LaGrange Park, IL 
35 Smith, Alan 5-10/191 Fr. Naperville, IL 
3 Spann, Chad 5-10/189 So. Indianapolis, IN 
RECEIVERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
13 Adonis, Evans 60/170 Sr. Miami, FL 
79 Ajose, Ade 510/177 Ur. Chicago, IL 
10 Clark, Willie 61/192 Fr. Roselle, IL 
84 Clasey, Tyler 6-1/189 So. Champaign, IL 
80 Cox, Landon 6-3/203 So. Calumet City, IL 
7 Davis, Britt 63/205 Sr. Broadview, IL 
31 Knight, Tyler 6-1/190 So. Park Ridge, IL 
ll Lewis, Marcus 6-2/205 Jr. Gurnee, IL 
40 Mejia, Chase 58/170 Fr. Columbia, MO 
81 Palmer, Nathan 5-1/175 Fr. Elkhart, IN 
5 Perez, Marcus S-11/178 Sr Elkhart, IN 
85 Simon, Matt 6-2/205 Sr. Farmington, MN 
V7 Turner, Greg 60/190 Sr. Glendale Heights, IL 
82 Williams, Preston 511/173 Ur Urbana, IL 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
88 Beal, Brandon 6-4/243 Sr St. Louis, MO 
96 Beckner, Bryan 6-4/255 So. Bourbonnais, IL 
83 Cunningham, Reed 6-4/250 dr. Cambria, WI 
91 Koronkiewicz, David 6-3/263 Sr. Goshen, IN 
97 Marks, Jack 65/222 Fr. Orland Park, IL 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
50 Adamski, Eddie 
77 Mlafogainanis, Eli 
60 Brost, Jon 

66 Holmes, Tony 

78 Keller, Dan 

74 Kiel, Adam 

77 Mayerbock, Tim 
62 Olson, Trevor 

65 Onyebuagu, Jason 
68 Otis, Keith 
Pawlak, Joe 


Skatrud, Kevin 
Tense, Panan 
Wedige, Scott 

Wertz, Jake 
Wiafe'Ababio, Ohene 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
49 Antonacci, Anthony 
56 Bice, Brandon 

54 Coffman, Jake 
51 English, Larry 

94 Hopkins, John 
90 Jackson, Ed 

86 Kelley, Bristan 

58 Krause, Mike 

69 Krutsch, Alex 

40 Marsh, Jake 

89 Newcomb, Ron 
98 Pirkle, Du. 

99 Rusch, Craig 


LINEBACKERS 

9 Allen, Josh 

44 Bolding, Darnell 
52 Brown, Phil 

47 Cruikshank, Jason 


HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-2/282 dr. Kildeer, IL 
6-4/290 Fr. New Castle, IN 
6-6/304 Sr. Maple Grove, MN 
66/304 dr. Woodbury, MN 
6-4/300 = Sr. Racine, WI 
6-6/273 Fr. Wentzville, MO 
64/312 dr. Chicago, IL 
66/278 Fr. Richfield, MN 
62/310 ur. Indianapolis, IN 
6-4/308 Fr. Chicago, IL 
65/294 Fr. Grayslake, IN 
6-6/330 dr. Brodhead, WI 
6-4/294 So. Hillside, TL 
6-4/285 Fr. Elkhorn, WI 
6-4/286 Jr. Prairie View, IL 
6-9/340 So. Bolingbrook, IL 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
61/250 Jr Naperville, IL 
6-3/254 dr. McCook, IL 
6-3/240 So. German Valley, IL 
63/254 Sr. Aurora, IL 
63/274 So. St. Louis, MO 
6-4/278 So. Belleville, IL 
6-6/244 Jr —_Lee’s Summit, MO 
63/264 So. Germantown, WI 
6-2/258 Sr, Schaumburg, IL 
63/255 Jr Richmond, IL 
63/241 Fr. Wheatfield, IN 
61/295 So, Frankfort, IL 
6-4/274 Sr. Hilbert, WI 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
511/211 Sr. North Chicago, IL 
6-2/215 So. Washington, DC 
5-11/222 dr Chicago, IL 
6-3/229 So. Elk Grove, IL 


DEPTH CHART 


Darnell Bolding LB 6-2 215 
Meco Brown RB 5-7 185. 
OFFENSE (9) 
Adam Coleman DT 63 259 WR 7 Britt Davis (St) 
Maurice Coon DE 6-1 238 WR 85 Matt Simon (Sr.) 
Kiaree Daniels DB 5-10 195 LT__66 Tony Holmes (Jr) 
‘ LG 59 Kevin Skatrud (Jr) 
Tommy Davis ATH 5-11 180 € 50 Eddie Adamski (Jr) 
Dan Edem TE 6-2 220 RG 65 Jason Onyebuagu (Jr) 
Brian Lawson DL 63 260 RT, 160/JoniBrost (St) 
ff TE 96 Bryan Beckner (So.) 
Chase Mejia WR 58 170 QB 19 Dan Nicholson (Sr.) 
Logan Pegram OL 6-3 298 FB 1 Paul Blalock (Jr) 
Brandon Rogers QB 6-2 «210 SESE ene eyo Ge) 
Kevin Sabock LB 6-2 203 | DEFENSE (10) 
DE 51 Larry English (Sr. 
Jody Van Laanen S 60 205 any out Ss) 


New coach Jerry Kill signed 13 players and 
honored the four verbal commitments that 
the previous staff had obtained. Kill deviated 
from Joe Novak’s philosophy of focusing on 
in-state products, signing only three players 
from Illinois. Though Kill didn’t sign any mar- 
quee names, he addressed a need for more 
Defensive tackle Adam Coleman, ranked No. 
8 in the Rivals.com Iowa Top 10, is an qual- 
ity catch. Tailback Meco Brown has the abil- 
ity to continue Northern Illinois’ running 
tradition. Quarterback Brandon Rogers, who 
was selected to play in the Texas vs. Okla- 
homa Oil Bowl, is a potential starter down 
the road. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


NG 69 Alex Krutsch (Sr.) 
DT 99 Craig Rusch (Sr.) 
DE 56 Brandon Bice (Jr.) 
SLB 37 Alex Kube (So.) 
MLB 53 Tim McCarthy (Sr.) 
WLB 9 Josh Allen (Sr.) 
CB 2 Melvin Rice (Sr.) 
CB 36 Chase Carter (Sr.) 
SS 38 Mike Sobol (So.) 
FS 24 Bradley Pruitt (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 11 Mike Salerno (Jr) 
P 18 Andy Dittbenner (Sr) 


17 Greg Turner (Sr.) 

84 Tyler Clasey (So.) 

62 Trevor Olson (Fr.) 

77 Tim Mayerbock (Jr) 
71 Scott Wedige (Fr.) 

78 Dan Keller (Sr) 

72 Joe Pawlak (Fr) 

83 Reed Cunningham (Jr.) 
12 Chandler Harnish (Fr) 
3 Chad Spann (So.) 

20 Montell Clanton (Sr) 


49 Anthony Antonacci (ur.) 
40 Jake Marsh (Jr) 
58 Mike Krause (So.) 
86 Bristan Kelley (Ur) 
42 John Tranchitella (Jr.) 
57 Zach Larsen (Jr.) 
26 Cory Hanson (Jr) 
33. Patrick George (So.) 

1 Anthony Mason (Jr) 
27 Spencer Williamson (Jr) 
32. Jeff Fontana (ur) 


KR 17 Greg Turner (Sr) 
PR 5 Marcus Perez (Sr.) 


6 Flahive, Connor 6-0/240 So, Niles, IL 
43 Griffin, Tv. 60/227 Sr. Carol Stream, IL 
26 Hanson, Cory 61/209 dr. Minneapolis, MN 
9 Kamenjarin, Nick 6-0/209 So. Chicago, IL 
48 Kritikos, Mike 6-2/222 dr. Addison, IL 
37 Kube, Alex 61/203 So. Cary, IL 
57 Larsen, Zach 6-0/224 dr. Northfield, MN 
45 Lepper, Mike 6-2/211 So, Oak Lawn, IL 
55 McAvoy, Pat 6-0/203 Fr. Cary, IL 
53. McCarthy, Tim 6-0/232 Sr. Neenah, WI 
29. Schiller, Pat 6-2/218 Fr. Geneva, IL 
34 Skarb, Kyle 6-0/210 So. Hawthorn Woods, IL 
42 Tranchitella, John 6-2/221 dr. Addison, IL 
3 Wideman, Kyle 61/212 Fr. Schaumburg, IL 
DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
36 Carter, Chase 5-11/170 Sr. Wichita, KS 
32 Fontana, Jeff 5-11/195 dr. Libertyville, IL 
33 George, Patrick 5-11/180 So. Chicago, IL 
30 Jefferies, James 5-9/180 So. Chicago, IL 
5 Kremer, John 5-11/180 So. Oswego, IL 
1 Mason, Anthony 5-11/185 dr. Hopkins Park, IL 
6 Matthew, Vincent 5-10/182 Sr. Miami, FL 
8 Muckerheide, Matt 60/183 So. Naperville, IL 
75 Patton, Ricardo 6-2/185 So. Boulder, CO 
24 Pruitt, Bradley 61/187 Sr. Chicago, IL 
2 Rice, Melvin 510/192 Sr. Chicago, IL 
14 Roby, Tony 5-8/188 So. Chicago, IL 
38 Sobol, Mike 6-0/200 So, Pevely, MO 
39 Stewart, Justin 61/194 So, O'Fallon, IL 
16 Thorgesen, Boone 6-0/184 Fr. Elburn, IL 
27 Williamson, Spencer 6-2/205 db. Elkhart, IN 
41 Wilson, Tracy 5-11/194 Fr. Harvey, IL 
SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
18 Dittbenner, Andy (P) 6-1/194 Sr. Bloomington, IL 
55 Owen, Nolan (LS) 60/215 So. Canyon Lake, CA 
1 Salerno, Mike (K/P) 60/165 ur. Orland Park, IL 
RECORD: 2-10 (1-6 MAC) 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
S. 1 Iowa iB 16- 3 
S. 8 Southern Illinois L 34-31 
S.15 Eastern Michigan L 21-19 
S.22 at Idaho W 42-35 
S.29 at Central Michigan L 35-10 
0. 6 atTemple L 16-15 
0.13 Western Michigan L 17-13 
0.20 at Wisconsin L 44- 3 
0.27 atToledo L 70-21 
N.10 Kent State Ww 27-20 
N.17 at Navy L 35-24 
N. 24 Ball State L 27-21 
PASSING AlT COMP YDS TD INT 
Dan Nicholson 248 151 1,633 9 14 
Ryan Morris 127 67 727) As 45 
RUSHING AT YDS AVG TD 
Justin Anderson 274 1,245 45 8 
David Bryant 62 245 40 2 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
Matt Simon 52 969 186 5 
Justin Anderson 45 263 Soars 
Britt Davis 3ai8 S9ly TES RS 
Greg Turner 21) $222, 510.658 2 


Kicking: Chris Nendick, 12-18 FGs, 25-27 XPs, 61 points 
Tackles: Alex Kube, 111; Bradley Pruitt, 92 
Sacks: Larry English, 10.5 
Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 
Returning Players in Bold 


HEAD COACH: TOM AMSTUTZ RECORD AT SCHOOL: 55-32 (7 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 55-32 (7 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CHRIS HEDDEN DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TIM ROSE 
TOLEDO, OHIO GLASS BOWL (26,248) 


he Rockets dealt with an explosion of injuries last season, forcing a number of 
younger players into action and ultimately ending with the tradition-rich pro- 
gram’s second consecutive 5-7 finish. Toledo has had an extended run with 
more than adequate offensive firepower, but its defensive liabilities have been 
so significant that recently the Rockets have not been able to outscore teams like they 
had in the past. A year older and wiser, the defense should make things more difficult 
for the opposition and take some of the pressure off the offense, which was compelled 
to score almost every time it touched the ball. 


NATIONAL 
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QUARTERBACKS Toledo enters 2008 minus a quarterback controversy — or at least 
a competition — for the first time in a while. Junior Aaron Opelt owns the job after 
his closest contender for the position, Clint Cochran, decided to focus on medical 
school this year. When not sidelined with injuries, Opelt has been starting games since 
his freshman season, and last year he had 12 touchdown passes and 1,756 passing yards 
in nine games. Opelt led the Rockets’ blitz of Northern Illinois last season when Toledo 
had a MAC-record 812 yards of offense. Sophomores D.J. Lenehan and Alex Pettee 
are the backups, with Pettee coming to Toledo after a season in the junior college ranks, 
where he passed for 2,196 yards and 21 touchdowns. 


MAC WEST 
PREDICTION RUNNING BACKS Next on the production line at this crucial position in Toledo's 
quick-strike spread offense is junior DaJuane Collins, who had more than 600 yards as 
a backup in 2007. Collins, who has great strength and balance, averaged an impressive 
6.4 yards per carry a year ago. If the 
Rockets approach the posi- 
tion by committee as they 
have done in the past, 
sophomore Gordon Warner 
will get plenty of carries. Redshirt 

freshman Adonis Thomas has exhibited flashes of big-play ability on the practice field. 


Toledo ranked 116th in the country b) 
allowing 39.2 points per game in 2007 


— an embarrassing amoun! 
a considering that Toledo head coach Tor 


Amstutz is a long-time defensive guru 


RECEIVERS This is the strongest position on the team, with two all-conference play- 
ers in Stephen Williams and Nick Moore. They possess the size, hands and speed that 
make for big-play potential and create difficult matchups on the outside for Toledo op- 
ponents. Williams had six 100-yard receiving games in 2007 and 73 catches for more 
than 1,100 yards. Moore added 60 receptions. Coach Tom Amstutz expects the pair to 
put the spark in Toledo's offense and open up opportunities for the running game. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Three-time All-MAC tackle John Greco graduated, but the 
loss is softened by the return of three starters up front. Jared DeWalt will start his third 
season at left guard, while Buster Garrett at center and Kevin Kowalski at right guard 
also return. Chris Meenan leads a deep competition at right tackle, while Mike Van- 
DerMeulen is the frontrunner at Greco's left tackle spot. Toledo's spread is built around 
strong line play to balance the running game and the quick-strike passing. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The return of tough guy Sean Williamson, injured in 2007, 
boosts the group. He has 28 career starts and a knack for getting stops behind the line. 
Injured end Douglas Westbrook has healed, and Alex Johnson and Terrell Willis add 
the luxury of depth. At tackle, senior Alfred Martin, juniors Skylaar Constant and 
Maurice Hill and sophomore Joe Underwood have adequate collective experience. 


LINEBACKERS ‘The only problem here is finding out which of four skilled players will 
fill the two positions. Senior Keith Forestal is a two-year starter and a proven com- 
modity. Juniors Derrick Summers and Beau Brudzinski were in the rotation in 2007, 
but the best talent might belong to Archie Donald, a star as a true freshman in ‘06 who 
was sidelined last year with academic issues. 


ke fi 
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DEFENSIVE BACKS This is the backbone of the defense, with safeties Barry Church 
and Tyrrell Herbert leading the way. Two-time all-leaguer Church has 163 tackles and 
seven interceptions on his résumé, while Herbert returns after missing the majority of the 
2007 season due to injury. Rover Lester Richmond had a team-best 97 tackles last sea- 
son. Desmond Marrow won a corner job in the spring, with Walter Atkins likely play- 
ing the other corner. 


SPECIALISTS Amstutz has a well-publicized disdain for field goals, but Rocket junior 
Alex Steigerwald has made the most of his intermittent opportunities, hitting 20-of-21 
over two seasons. Sophomore Brett Brodbeck will handle the kickoffs, while redshirt 
freshman Bill Claus is the frontrunner to replace All-American Brett Kern at punter. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


Back-to-back 5-7 seasons have forced the 
hand closer to the panic button in the 
Rockets’ camp, where there have been 12 
winning seasons since 1994, and con- 
tention for the MAC championship is sup- 
posed to be a given. Toledo had been the 
scourge of the MAC West Division for an 
extended run, and to get back in that posi- 
tion the Rockets will have to start with 
what got them there in the first place, and 
that means defense. The curse of injuries 
can not possibly be as deep as it was in 
2007 when Toledo allowed 444.1 yards 
per game and had the MAC’s second- 
worst defense. A healthy bunch of Rockets 
will have to slice a big chunk off the 39.2 
points per game they allowed, and get the 
right guys with the right motors on the 
outside, since Toledo was also dead last in 
the league with nine sacks. If the defense 
makes a quantum leap toward re- 
spectability, and junior quarterback Aaron 
Opelt blossoms in his third year as a 
starter, Toledo could be back in contention 
in the MAC West. The Rockets need their 
offensive line to jell quickly to give Opelt 
the security to foster confidence. His 
wideouts are among the best in the con- 
ference, running back DaJuane Collins is 
more than ready, and his tight end John 
Allen is plenty capable. 


” STEPHEN WILLIAMS 


2008 SCHEDULE 


S. 6  atArizona L 
S. 13 at Eastern Michigan 7 
S. 20 Fresno State L 
S. 27 Florida International W 
0. 4 Ball State L 
0.11 atMichigan L 
0.18 at Northern Illinois i 
0. 25 Central Michigan L 
N. 5 atAkron | ae 
N. 15 at Western Michigan L 
N. 21 Miami (OH) L 
N. 28 Bowling Green L 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or lass 
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Toledo SID 


2008 TOLEDO ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 55 George, Levi 6-1/294 So. Warren,OH DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
11 Cochran, Clint 63/212 Sr. Wadsworth,OH 76 Gewont, Jan 6-6/310 Fr. Palos Heights, IL 26 Akinmoju, Uriah 6-2/190 Fr. Glassboro, NJ 
12 Lenehan, Dv. 63/190 So. Easton,PA 67 Glaser, Shawn 68/329 dr. Fairlawn,OH 37 Atkins, Walter 6-1/189 Jr Pompano Beach, FL 
19 Opelt, Aaron 6-2/222 dr Fremont,OH 75 Jones, Nick 6-4/325 So. Kingston, OH 8 Church, Barry 62/212 Jr. Pittsburgh, PA 
10 Pettee, Alex 6-2/200 So. Santa Clarita,CA 53 Keller, Brett 6-6/300 Fr. Toledo,OH 20 Faison, Chris 61/169 So. Bloomfield Hills, MI 
RUNNING BACKS HVWT CL HOMETOWN 69 Kowalski, Kevin 6-4/270 So. Macedonia,OH 30 Harris, Greg 60/192 So. Mt. Vernon, NY 
29 Bush, Johnnie 5-10/205 Jr Cincinnati, OH McCreary, Devin 6-2/286 Fr. Toledo,OH 28 Herbert, Tyrrell 6-2/193 Sr. Pittsburgh, PA 
22 Collins, Daduane 510/216 Jt Westville, WJ 62 Meenan, Chris 67/339 So, Wooster, OH 35 King, Anthony PLOAZA. Soi, ~ Canyon Contry CA 
25 Mobley, Cameron 58/175 Fr Trotwood, OH 70 Morookian, John 65/295 Fr. New Berlin, NY 3 Marrow, Desmond 63/186 So. Youngstown, OH 
24 Thomas, Adonis 510/170 Fr Newark, NJ 63. Pohl, Ben 63/260 Fr. Spencerville, OH 39 McGuire, Darion 62/185 So. Massiton, OH 
34 Ware, DeAndre 5-9/180 So. Toledo,OH 73. Rubin, Matt 61/315 Fr. West Bloomfield, MI 24 McMichael, Marlin 58/175 Fr Reynoldsburg, OH 
15. Warner, Gordon 5-10/185 So. Miami,FL 74 VanDerMeulen, Mike  6-7/290 Fr. Marshall, M23. Murphy, Chris 6-2/166 dt. Columbus, OH 
38. Washington, Jason 6-0/203 So. Toledo,OH DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HVWT CL HOMETOWN < ves “en ! nae 4 : ber aa 
RECEIVERS HII CL HOMETOWN 57 Alexandre, Albertson 6-5/240 So. Miami, FL gy oe es ; ay somal Medi se 
85 Bailey, Robin 65/205 dr. Columbus,OH 65. Cole, Nate 6-2/300 So. Trotwood,OH paid. andre 511/202 Sr Jamaica: NY 
80 Cortazzo, Tim 61/185 Fr Trwin, PA 89 Constant, Skylaar GAO de Bedford, OH 34 Richmond, Lester 6V/195 Ur Chicago, IL 
28 Hubbard, Shane 5-10/189 dr. Petersburg, MI 98 Hill, Maurice 6-2/282 dr. Bolingbrook, IL 31 Shuler, Joe 6-2/183 Jr Orlando, FL 
1 Moore, Nick 6-4/188 Sr. Westerville, OH 40 Johnson, Alex 6-2/240 So. Lansdale, PA 
5, Smith, Trumaine 6-4/205 Sr. Warrensville Hts,OH 75 Martin, Alfred 65/262 Sr South Euclid, OH SPECIALISTS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
88 Williams, Stephen «6-5/197 Ur Houston,TX 41. Shumaker, Matt 61/234 dt Delphos, 0H 2 Brodbeck,Brett(K) S-11/175 So. Brentwood, TN 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WI CL HOMETOWN 99 Underwood, Joe 6-2/256 So. Youngstown, OH 2 Claus, Bill (P) 60/195 Fr. Perrysburg, OH 
: 96 Washingt 61/ : 17 Mack, Jeremy (LS) 6-2/229 Sr. Greenwood, IN 
83 Allen, John 65/209 Sr. Chicago, IL fashington, Levon 240 Fr Huber Heights, OH ; ae 
i ae 58 Wi 85 Steigerwald, Alex(K)  5-11/179 Jr. Mayfield Village, OH 
81 Burzine, Tom 6-4/246 Jr Bohemia, NY festbrook, Douglas 63/228 So. Pompano Beach, FL Biniher Andrews ) 59/170 Fr Perrysburg, OH 
82. Fought, Matt 6-4/234 So. Ottawa, OH 92 Williamson, Sean 6-1/254 Sr. White Lake, MI 3 F rysourg, 
94 Jones, Jerome 67/220 Fr Youngstown, OH 51 Willis, Terrell 61/220 So. Jackson, MI 
86 Noble, Danny 6-5/220 Fr. Elyria,OH LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 48. Brudzinski, Beau 61/217 dh. Weston, FL 
72 Dawson, Patrick 6-3/304 Sr. Vandergrift, PA 42 Donald, Archie 62/215 So. Pittsburgh, PA 
68 DeWalt, Jared 6-4/318 Jr lyndhurst, OH 54 Forestal, Keith 6-3/245 Sr. Liberty Township, OH 
50 Garrett, Buster 6-3/272 Jr. Ponte VedraBeach,FL 56 Summers, Derrick 6-2/233 de. Southfield, MI 
RECORD: 5-7 (3-5 MAC) 
Albertson Alexandre DL 65 240 
Terrell Anderson OLB 6-1 204 DEPTH CH ART DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
Andreas Ashwood DB 6-1 190 te 4 u S. 1 Purdue L 52-24 
Isaiah Ballard DB 5-11 190 S. 8 at Central Michigan L 52-31 
Fadi Farha OL 64 290 “OFFENSE (6) $.15 at Kansas L 45-13 
eo Farr re is Ha a = ae aoe (ar) = pape “i S.22 Iowa State w 36-35 
AMSeyNen i [eS DOS ses TG S$. 29 Western Michigan L 42-28 
Leroy Houston WR/KR 5-11 180 WR 80 Tim Cortazzo (Fr) 5 Trumaine Smith (Sr.) ; : 
: - ; 0. 6 Liberty Ww 35-34 
Hank Keighley DL 64 230 LT 74 Mike VanDerMeulen (Fr) 70 John Morookian (Fr.) B ffal 33 
Johnathan Lamb DL 6-4 250 : 0.13 at Buffalo L 43- 
nae ee LG 68 Jared DeWalt (Jr.) Devin McCreary (Fr:) E 
Phillipkeith Manley OL 65 295 ; 0.20 Ohio Ww 43-40 
C ‘50 Buster Garrett (ur.) 55. Levi George (So.) 7 & 
Damien McIntosh LB. “6:32 ©2115 : F : 0.27 Northern Illinois Ww 70-21 
. RG 69 Kevin Kowalski (So.) 72. Patrick Dawson (Sr.) Rath 
John Morookian OL 65 2% : N. 3 Eastern Michigan W 52-28 
David Pasquale QB «62 «(215 RT 62 Chris Meenan (So.) 67 Shawn Glaser (Jr) N13 Ball i 41-20 
aiscbettes QB 6-2 200 TE 83 John Allen (Sr) 81 Tom Burzine (Jr) .13° at Ball State i 
Daris Quinn 1B 6-1 (220 QB 19 Aaron Opelt (Jr) 12. Did. Lenehan (So.) N. 23 at Bowling Green L 37-10 
Darius Reeves RB 6-1 180 RB 22 DaJuane Collins (ur) 15 Gordon Warner (So.) 
Malcolm Riley DL 63 250 IVIDUAL TS 
Jermaine Robinson OB 63 195 DEFENSE (8) 2007 IND STA 
Mark Singer DB 6-1 195 DE 58 Douglas Westbrook (So.) 40 Alex Johnson (So.) PASSING AT’ COMP = =-YDS:«TD ésINT 
Kenny Stafford WR 6-4 185 DT 89 Skylaar Constant (Jr) 99 Joe Underwood (So.) Aaron Opelt 249 144 1,756 12 7 
Kenny Veal DB 6-0 180 NT 98 Maurice Hill (Jr) 75 Alfred Martin (Sr.) D.J. Lenehan 95 61 640 4 4 
Anthony Washington DB 61 175 DE 92 Sean Williamson (Sr) 51. Terrell Wiis (0. RUSHING al YDS «AVG «TD 
Toledo’s Tom Amstutz expects his incoming re- LB 54 Keith Forestal (Sr.) 56 Derrick Summers (ur) Jalen Parmele 276 1,511 55 14 
cruits to be playing, not watching — 23 true LB 42 Archie Donald (So.) 48 Beau Brudzinski (Jr) DaJuane Collins 99 636 6.4 7 
freshmen have played significant roles in the CB 37 Walter Atkins (ur) 47 Myshan Pettis (So.) RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
past two seasons. Toledo addressed the most CB 3 Desmond Marrow (So.) 30 Greg Harris (So.) Stephen Williams 731,169 16.0 7 
urgent need for depth at quarterback. Alex ROV 34 Lester Richmond (uz) 31 Joe Shuler (Jr) Nick Moore 60 731 122 8 
are nah st eae play Under SS 8 Barry Church (Jr) 44 Drey’Lon Pree (So) Andrew Hawkins 29 246 «85 «(0 
poeta UNA EEE SUN IP AURIS FS 28 Tyrrell Herbert (Sr) 23. Chris Murphy (J Chris Hopkins 27 247 19S 2 
starter Aaron Opelt. The defense needed pass ibook LA a haa 1) ae =: , 
rushers, and Albertson Alexandre is expected SPECIAL TEAMS one Steigerwald, 13-13 FGs, 44-47 XPs, 
to fill that role after an All-America season in K 85 Alex Steigerwald (Jr) KR 22 Daduane Collins (Jr) ne 
the junior college ranks. Malcolm Riley should P 2 Bill Claus (Fr) PR 1 Nick Moore (St) Tackles: Lester Richmond, 73; Greg Hay, 72 
U q Sacks: Bernard Faithful, 2 


join the rush corps with his ability to be dis- 


ruptive behind the line of scrimmage. ——— Interceptions: Two players tied with 3 
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HEAD COACH: Bill CUBIT RECORD AT SCHOOL: 20-16 (3 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 54-34-1 (8 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: BILL CUBIT DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: STEVE MORRISON 
KALAMAZOO, MICH. WALDO STADIUM (30,200) 


fter playing in the International Bowl two seasons ago, Western Michigan 
viewed 2007 as a minor setback, a speed bump. Or so it hopes. The Broncos 
struggled to a 5—7 finish last year, giving up a lot of points and turning it over 
way too often. There are reasons to believe things will turn around this sea- 
son, but Western must become more consistent and fill some holes, particularly along 
the offensive line, if it wants to be back in the hunt for the MAC West title, 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


QUARTERBACKS After missing ’06 with a knee injury, Tim Hiller made a great come- 
back last year, throwing for 3,021 yards and 20 touchdowns while completing 63.4 
percent of his passes. For the Broncos to get better, however, he has to cut back on his 
interceptions (15) and get the ball into the end zone more often. Hiller has a great 
frame (6'5", 228) and can make the throws necessary, but he isn’t the most mobile quar- 
terback around. That's not a huge concern, since he isn’t asked to run very much. 


RUNNING BACKS The Broncos are in pretty good shape here, thanks primarily to the 
return of junior Brandon West, who rushed for 848 yards last year. The 5'10", 188- 
pounder has quick feet and breakaway speed. With the departure of Mark Bonds (690 
yards), West will get more opportunities and has to prove he can handle the extra work. 
Glenis Thompson is a battering ram who will get work in goal line and other short- 
yardage situations. The speedy Aaron Winchester could contribute as a true freshman. 


MAC WEST 
PREDICTION 


RECEIVERS There is no doubt who Hiller’s main target is — Jamarko Simmons, who 
caught 84 passes last year. The 6'2” senior isn’t going to blast past too many people, but 
he gets open, is hard to tackle and is consistent. 

margin of minus-5. Two areas of con- 


He could catch 100 passes this year. Trou- 
ble is, he needs some help. That's why 
=a . : 
cern: 17 interceptions thrown and only 
. 14 recoveries on 29 enemy fumbles. 


The Broncos were careless with the ball 
last year and finished with a turnover 


the Broncos were so happy to see soph- 
omore Jordan White dashing past people 
this spring after catching 19 passes last year. 

While the wideout corps takes shape, the Broncos are happy with their tight ends, par- 
ticularly senior Branden Ledbetter, who caught 38 balls last year and scored six times. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Two starters return from last year’s unit, and this group has to 
improve if the Broncos want to climb the standings. The spring provided a chance for 
sophomore Nick Mitchell to wrestle the center spot away from Paul Wasikowski, who 
moved over from guard before drills but couldn't hold on to the pivot. Mitchell will 
work between sophomores Phillip Swanson and Nick Clemens in a middle unit that has 
size, if not experience, on its side. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN If the offensive front is turning to youth, then its defensive 
counterpart is an old-folks home by comparison. Three starters return, and upper- 
classmen abound on the depth chart. The top producers can be found at the end. Sen- 
iors Zach Davidson (12.5 tackles for a loss, 6.5 sacks) and Greg Marshall (11.0, 6.5) 
will put pressure on enemy attacks from the outside, while junior Cody Cielenski (6.0, 
3.5) occupies blockers and can get through the gaps on the nose. 


ICHIGAN 


LINEBACKERS If Austin Pritchard can come back from a knee injury suffered in the 
opener last year against West Virginia, the Broncos’ linebacking corps should be a strength. 
Before tearing his knee ligament, Pritchard had made 11 tackles and looked ready for big ~ 
things. He didn’t participate in contact this spring, but he’s expected to be ready come fall. 
Even without him, the Broncos have some star power at linebacker. Senior Boston Mc- 


Cornell posted a team-high 99 tackles last years, while Dustin Duclo had 74, 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The undisputed top dog of the secondary is senior corner 
Londen Fryar, who has been a first-team All-MAC choice two straight years. 
Fryar picked off one pass last year but didn’t get too much work, because teams 
wouldn't throw his way. Senior E.J. Biggers is expected to start on the other side, 
but sophomore David Lewis, who had a big spring, is closing hard on that spot. Louis 
Delmas made 64 tackles from the free safety position last year and has good ball-hawk- 
ing skills. C.J. Wilson is next to him, after piling up 66 stops in ’07. It will be interest- 
ing to see where junior college newcomer Jamail Berry fits in. He's listed as a safety but 
could play outside. 


SPECIALISTS Both kicking jobs are up for grabs, but there are some signs that trou- 
ble does not loom. Chris Kelly made 2-of-3 field goal tries last year and will be pushed 
by Caleb Morris, a transfer from Maryland. Ben Armer, a redshirt freshman, takes over 
as punter, and he'll have to live up to Jim Laney’s 43.9-yard average. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE BRONCOS 


This is a talented team, but it has to make 
big strides up front on offense and cut 
down on the turnovers. Expect the pickoff 
problem to be solved by Tim Hiller’s expe- 
rience. He’ll be more accurate and less 
prone to taking chances, especially if a 
couple of young receivers emerge as 
strong complements to Jamarko Sim- 
mons. The line is big but young, and it has 
to be more able to create space for the 
ground game, or the Broncos won't be 
able to keep their defense off the field. 
Not that the D needs that much help, 
thanks to its experience. With 10 return- 
ing starters, a strong front seven and po- 
tential for depth and productivity in the 
backfield, the Broncos should be in pretty 
good shape there. The challenge for 
Western is to overcome the problems 
that caused it to fail in close games last 
year. Three of the four Bronco MAC losses 
came by four points or fewer. One or two 
plays per game could have made a huge 
difference in ’07, and Western needs to 
find a way to change that luck this year. 
Central Michigan is the top dog in the 
West, but there is no reason why the 
Broncos can’t mount a strong challenge 
for the division title. If they cut back on 
the mistakes and gets a little tougher up 
front, that is definitely possible. 


JAMARKO SIMMONS 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A. 30 atNebraska L 
S. 6 Northern Illinois WwW 
Si13! at Idaho) | _W 
S. 20 Tennessee Tech — WwW 
S. 27 at Temple Ww 
0. 4 Ohio SW 
0.11 at Buffalo x 
0. 18 at Central Michigan Jib 
N. 1 Eastern Michigan — W_ 
N. 8 #lllinois — bits 
N. 15 Toledo = _ Ww. 
N. 25 at Ball State us 


- #Detroit, MI 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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Western Michigan SID 


2008 WESTERN MICHIGAN ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 40: Murphy, Matt 61/218 So Palos Heights, IL 
12 Arnheim, Robert 6-2/180 Fr. Orlando, FL 61 Clemens, Nick 65/307 So. Waunakee, WI 53 Pickens, Matt 60/215 So. Bloomfield, MI 
18 Burdi, Drew 6-1/198 So. DownersGrove,IL 73 Droppers, Josh 63/295 Fr. Kalamazoo, ME 51 Porter, Harrison 60/220 So. Fort Lauderdale, FL 
20. Clark, Caleb 62/212 dr Calgary, Alberta 76 Ellingsen, Steve 6-4/307 Sr. Crown Point,IN 35. Pritchard, Austin 6-4/233 dr. Lebanon, Ohio 
3 Hiller, Tim 65/228 dr. Orrville,OH 79 Jack, Jonathan 6-6/340 Fr. Matteson, IL 45 Vernon, Shaun 511/220 Fr. Lake Orion, MI 
25 Jagels, Alex 63/210 So, Rochester, MI 67 Johnson, Rob 65/338 Sr. Grand Blanc, MI 16 Williams, Anthony 63/230 So. Miami, FL 
10 Reedy, Dennis 6-3/200 Sr. South Lyon, MI 56 Laue, Andy 6-4/295 ur. Barrington, IL DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
RUNNING BACKS HTWT CL HOMETOWN — 77 Lochmann, Matt 64/299 Ur Hartland, WL 33 Armstrong, Mario 60/188 So. Warner Robbins, GA 
24 Crawford, Bobby 57/191 So, Lauderdale Lakes,FL 60 Mitchell, Nick 61/290 So. Palatine IL 1. Biggers, Ew. 60/180 Sr.__N. Miami Beach, FL 
36 Deshazor, Jaron 58/190 Fr. Portage, MI 72 ‘Parker, Anthony 65/305 Fr. Miami, FL 9 Delmas, Louis 60/196 Sr. __N. Miami Beach, FL 
40. Elsworth, Kirk 60/225 Sr. Goodrich, mr 58. -Pethan, Lee 6-4/285 Fr. Hilbert, WI 28° Dixson, Keith 61/185 Fr. Flint, MI 
22 Thompson, Glenis 5-8/210 Jr West Palm Beach, FL 65 Swanson, Phillip 6-4/307 So. Grand Haven, MI 15. Dorcely, Andy 60/194 Je Miami, FL 
2 West, Brandon 5-10/188 Jr Brunswick, GA 63 Wasikowski, Paul 63/291 dr. Cudahy, WI 6 Fryar, Londen 5-11/192 Sr Jobstown, NU 
RECEIVERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN —-31._: Hunter, Nick 61/210 Fr. College Park, GA 
35. Davis, Nick 60/168 So. Kalamazoo, MI 48 Braska, Justin 6-4/234 Jr DeWitt, MI 29 Lewis, David 5:10/170 So. Deerfield Beach, FL 
Hinds, Scott 63/190 Fr. Fort Myers, FL 68 Cielenski, Cody 62/280 Jr  DownersGrove,IL © 46 Stephen, Desman 60/190 Sr. Flint, MI 
11. Julien, Schneider 510/175 Sr Miami, FL 90. Davidson, Zach 62/239 Sr. Racine, WI 30 Wallace, Dervon 6-0/180 Fr. Stone Mountain, GA 
5 Lawrence, Deshon 6-0/175 Fr. College Park,GA 98 Flom, Cory 6-4/276 St Prior Lake, MN 26 Wilson, Cu 2/206 5s Chicago, IL 
4 Murray, Jamelle 5-8/167 So. Delray,FL 80 Kashama, Fernand 63/221 Sr. Toronto,ON SPECIALISTS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
81 Nunez, Juan 60/172 So. Miami,FL 54 Marshall, Greg 61/245 Sr. Portage, MI 37 Armer, Ben (P) 5-10/201 Fr. Janesville, WI 
27 Simmons, Jamarko 6-2/234 Sr. Flint, MI 91 Nemeth, Grant 6-2/270 Sr. Wheaton, IL 57 Balice, Tim (P) 5-11/195. So. Tonia, MI 
83. White, Jordan 6-0/206 So. North Ridgeville,OH 95 Pyant, Chris 6-3/269 So. Farmington Hills, MI 37 Bunbury, Brooks (K) 5-8/188 So. Leland, MI 
TIGHT ENDS HVWT CL HOMETOWN 93 Russell John 63/269 Sr. Loganville,GA 69 Harrington, Tom (LS) 60/223 Jr. Chicago, IL 
42. Baliko, Chad 63/239 dr Fenton, Ml 99 Varcadipane, Nick 62/285 = Sr. Totowa,NJ 66 Kelly, Chris (K) 510/210 ur Walled Lake, MI 
82 Ledbetter, Branden 65/230 St. Fort Lauderdale, FL UNEBACKERS HIWT CL = HOMETOWN 26 Morris, Caleb (K) SLOSS CNIS Eo 
88 Middleton, Anthony 6-4/215 So. Deerfield Beach, FL 59 Duclo, Dustin 5-11/225 Sr. Southgate, MI 
32 O'Neill, James 6-5/235 So. Grand Haven, MI 29 Gajos, Scott 60/223 Jr. Warren, MI 
80 Randall, James 64/254 dr. Vernon Hills, IL 41 Krasinski, Dan 60/212 Jr Mattawan, MI 
84 Stevens, Matt 64/243 dr Wheaton, IL 43 McCornell, Boston 6-1/233 Sr. Macon, GA 


2008 SIGNEES 2007 RESULTS 
Jamail Berry ss 6190 DEPTH CH ART RECORD: 5-7 (3-4 MAC) 
Freddie Bishop II DE 6-4 247 . : a OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 


Ryan Byrne DT 60 275 . 1 at West Virginia L 62-24 
Alex Carder QB 6-2 205 CHENEY / S. 8 Indiana L 37-27 
Kelly Dawsey DB 6-0 7 WR 27 Jamarko Simmons (St.) 4 Jamelle Murray (So.) S.15 at Missouri L 52-24 
Kevin Galeher OT 6-5 295 WR 83 Jordan White (So.) 5 Deshon Lawrence (Fr) S.22 Central Conn. State W 51-14 
Blake Hammond TE 6-5 236 WR 11 Schneider Julien (Sr.) | 81 Juan Nunez (So,) S.29  atToledo Ww 42-28 
Lawrence Henning OLB 6-2 205 LT 72 Anthony Parker (Fr) 76 Steve Ellingsen (Sr) gion L 39-38 
Samuel Jaeger OL tp 321 LG 65 Phillip Swanson (So.) 73 Josh Droppers (Fr.) 0.13 at Northern Illinois W 17-13 
Ke acre ee C 60 Nick Mitchell (S0,) 63. Paul Wasikowski ( 

Deauntay Legrier DE 61240 : ata 0.20 Ball State L 27-23 
Drew Nowak DE 6-4 250 Se Nee eae (50) ok Lee bation Cr) | 0.27  atEastern Michigan = L 19- 2 
Seth Patterson WR 6-3 185 RT 67 Rob Johnson (Sr.) 56 Andy Laue (Jr) N. 6 Central Michigan L 34-31 
Weston Peiffer DE 6-4 245 TE 82 Branden Ledbetter (Sr.) 88 Anthony Middleton (So.) N.17 at Iowa Ww 98-19 
John Potter K 62 195 QB 3 TimHiller (Jr) 12 Robert Arnheim (Fr) N.24 Temple W l6- 3 
aes ie a RB 2. Brandon West (ur:) 22 Glenis Thompson (Jr.) 


Waymon Ross OLB 6-1 225 DEFENSE (10) 


Ravelle Sadler CB 5-10 15 DE 54 Greg Marshall (Sr.) 80 Fernand Kashama (Sr.) 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Jamie Simpson RB 6-1 237 


Alexander Starkey OL 6-4 280 NG 68 Cody Cielenski (ur) 98 cus Flom (Sr.) PASSING AT COMP YDS YD INT 
Doug Wiggins WR 5-11 197 DT 99 Nick Varcadipane (Sr) 95 Chris Pyant (So.) Tim Hiller 421 267 3,021 20 15 
Aaron Winchester RB 5-9 +190 DE 90 Zach Davidson (Sr.) 48 Justin Braska (Jr) Thomas Peregrin 33 LOPS PLopi eels 
Mitch Zajac LBS 6-1_=—- 220 LB 43 Boston McCornell (Sr) 51 Harrison Porter (So.) RUSHING ATT YOS AVG 1D 
Jeff Zipfel TE 6-6 215 LB 59 Dustin Duclo (Sr.) 53. Matt Pickens (So,) Brandon West 183 848 4.6 4 
The Broncos signed a diverse class that LB 35 Austin Pritchard (Ur) 29. Scott Gajos (Jr) Mark Bonds 7 690 4.4 8 
steep am ae year Git ae CB 1 EW. Biggers (Sr) 25 David Lewis (So.) RECEIVING Rec }8=6YDS) «= AVG «1D 

UCE DICIILY OT StaTLe(SICOWN NE [Odd VESK- Jamarko Simmons 84 980 117 6 
ern paid a lot of attention to the defensive Spee 2 Longe ee 56) ch BETES 

Brandon West 45 365 Sle 

front and expects ends Kyle Lackner, Drew SS 26 CW. Wilson (Sr) 33 Mario Armstrong (So.) Herb Martin 4 45 Ul 2 
Roney ene ie agin oy me FS 9 Louis Delmas (Sr.) 15 Andy Dorcely (ur) Branden Ledbetter 38 550 145 6 
impacts. The defensive backfield was fortifie : 
by the arivals of vafnall Berry, Ravelle Sadler: | SPECIAL TEAMS Kicking: Mike Jones, 11-15 FGs, 31-36 XPs, 64 points 
and Kelly Dawsey. Linebacker Mitch Zajac is K 66 Chris Kelly (Jr) KR 2 Brandon West (Jr) Tackles: Boston McCornell, 99; Anthony Gebhart, 84 


Sacks: Two players tied with 6.5 


an excellent athlete and tough enough to han- P 37 Ben Armer (Fr. PR 11 Schneider Julien (Sr; 
. 9 9 Lah) ee Interceptions: Anthony Gebhart, 2 


dle the middle. 
Returning Players in Bold 
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rom September to the beginning of December, college football 

fans spend Saturdays cheering on their favorite team, arguing 

among friends about which teams should play for the national 

championship and who they should start in their college fantasy 
lineup. Wait — college fantasy lineup? 

With the amount of passion college football inspires, imagine owning Colt 
Brennan in a fantasy league over the last three seasons. Or how about the 
bragging rights associated with drafting last year’s breakout player, Texas Tech 
receiver Michael Crabtree? 

As Athlon Sports enters its 41st year of publication, we are excited to enter 
the world of college fantasy football, and we want to be your destination for 
college fantasy coverage. Players like Florida quarterback Tim Tebow and 
Ohio State running back Chris Wells are known, but we can help you learn 
the value of New Mexico’s Rodney Ferguson or Rice receiver Jarett Dillard. 

If you are involved with NFL fantasy contests, playing college fantasy foot 
ball won't require many adjustments. The scoring and lineup requirements 
can be determined by the members of the league, but using NFL fantasy 
scoring standards will work for college football. 

The biggest difference between the two? The scope of the player pool. Col- 
lege fantasy leagues can include all 119 FBS teams (and maybe even Western 
Kentucky in some leagues). With so many teams, there are several fantasy 
surprises throughout the year, many of whom are impact freshmen. 

If leagues involving all 119 teams seem too intimidating, consider a BCS- 
only setup. This system allows the average college football fan to compete 
with players he or she might be more familiar with. Also, leagues can be tai- 
lored to include a group of conferences — such as an Eastern fantasy league, 
which includes the ACC, Big East and Independents. 

For fantasy players looking for a challenge, consider establishing a keeper 
league. Think Terrelle Pryor is going to be a fantasy stud in 2009? If so, a 
keeper league setup would allow each 
owner to keep one freshman through- 
out the duration of his college career. 

In addition to the launch of the 
AthlonSports.com college fantasy 
football section, we have partnered 
with U-Sports.com — the leader in 
college fantasy sport contests. 
U-Sports.com allows for 
many different leagues, 

scoring and player 
pool options for play- 
looking to get 
started. During the sea- 
son, fantasy players in 
U-Sports have access to 
live scoring and the abil- 
ity to banter with league 
members on a_ private 
message board. 

With college football 
just around the corner, 
lec AthlonSports.com be 
your guide through the 
fantasy world. Throughout 
the preseason, we will continue to update 
our rankings, provide the latest news and 

notes, as well as feature pieces to help you 
win your league. During the season, 
AthlonSports.com will provide weekly 

rankings, player updates and informative 
weekly pieces to keep your team on top for the 
2008 season, 


ers 


Top 100 Overall 


For all league formats 


1. Graham Harrell, QB, Texas Tech 

2. Tim Tebow, QB, Florida 

3. Michael Crabtree, WR, Texas Tech 
Dan LeFevour, QB, C. Michigan 
Chase Daniel, QB, Missouri 

Chris Wells, RB, Ohio State 

Ian Johnson, RB, Boise State 

Pat White, QB, West Virginia 

Chris Williams, WR, N.M. State 
10. Jeremy Maclin, WR, Missouri 

11. Damion Fletcher, RB, Southern Miss 
12. Rodney Ferguson, RB, New Mexico 


SOMO oS Ee 


13. Knowshon Moreno, RB, Georgia 
14. Percy Harvin, WR, Florida 

15. Harvey Unga, RB, BYU 

16. Eugene Jarvis, RB, Kent State 

17. Marlon Lucky, RB, Nebraska 

18. Jarett Dillard, WR, Rice 

19. LeSean McCoy, RB, Pitt 

20. DeMarco Murray, RB, Oklahoma 

. Arian Foster, RB, Tennessee 

22. Javon Ringer, RB, Michigan State 
23. Pu. Hill, RB, Wisconsin 

24. Dante Love, WR, Ball State 

. Noel Devine, RB, West Virginia 
26. Nate Davis, QB, Ball State 

27. Chase Holbrook, QB, N.M. State 
28. Michael Thomas, WR, Arizona 

29. Sam Bradford, QB, Oklahoma 

30. Tyrell Sutton, RB, Northwestern 
31. Casey Fitzgerald, WR, North Texas 
32. Jonathan Dwyer, RB, Georgia Tech 
33. Aaron Kelly, WR, Clemson 

34. Bryan Anderson, WR, C. Michigan 
35. Luke Lippincott, RB, Nevada 

36. Curtis Painter, QB, Purdue 

37. Justin Anderson, RB, No. Illinois 
38. Zac Robinson, QB, Oklahoma State 
39. Eric Morris, WR, Texas Tech 

40. Darrell Mack, RB, Utah 

41. Anthony Dixon, RB, Miss. State 
42. Todd Reesing, QB, Kansas 

43. Ryan Mathews, RB, Fresno State 
44. Jeff Moturi, WR, UTEP 

45. Rusty Smith, QB, Florida Atlantic 
46. Josh Adams, RB, Wake Forest 
47. C.J. Spiller, RB, Clemson 

48. Juaquin Iglesias, WR, Oklahoma 
49. Max Hall, QB, BYU 

50. Kellen Lewis, QB, Indiana 
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Visit athlonsports.com for updated rankings 


51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
DD; 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
6l. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
. Evan Royster, RB, Penn State 
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ee 
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Brandon Gibson, WR, Wash. State 
Eric Decker, WR, Minnesota 
Brian Robiskie, WR, Ohio State 
James Starks, RB, Buffalo 
James Davis, RB, Clemson 
Darius Hill, TE, Ball State 

Chase Coffman, TE, Missouri 
Marcus Barnett, WR, Cincinnati 
Jahvid Best, RB, Cal 

Jake Sharp, RB, Kansas 

Travis Beckum, TE, Wisconsin 
Emmanuel Sanders, WR, SMU 
Trae Johnson, WR, Tulsa 
Arrelious Benn, WR, Illinois 
Kenny Britt, WR, Rutgers 

Greg Orton, WR, Purdue 

Tiquan Underwood, WR, Rutgers 
Darrell Scott, RB, Colorado 
Vondrell McGee, RB, Texas 


. James Casey, TE, Rice 

. Brennan Marion, WR, Tulsa 

- Austin Collie, WR, BYU 

. Dez Bryant, WR, Oklahoma State 
. Jermaine Gresham, TE, Oklahoma 
. Chase Clement, QB, Rice 

. Jake Locker, QB, Washington 

. Dezmon Briscoe, WR, Kansas 

. Jorvorskie Lane, RB, Texas A&M 
80. 
. Willie Tuitama, QB, Arizona 
82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 
87. 
88. 
89. 
90. 
. Joe McKnight, RB, USC 
92. 
93. 
94, 
95. 
96. 
97. 
98. 
99. 
100. Matt Grothe, QB, South Florida 


Mike Ford, RB, South Florida 


Antonio Brown, WR, C. Michigan 
Jeremiah Johnson, RB, Oregon 
Aaron Brown, RB, TCU 

Keegan Herring, RB, Arizona State 
Jeremy Childs, WR, Boise State 
Cortez Gent, WR, FAU 

Rob Gronkowski, TE, Arizona 
Tyrell Fenroy, RB, UL Lafayette 
Kevin Jurovich, WR, San Jose St. 


Mike Goodson, RB, Texas A&M 
Dominick Goodman, WR, Cincinnati 
Dennis Pitta, TE, BYU 

Aaron Crawford, RB, Texas Tech 
Kenny McKinley, WR, South Carolina 
Kory Sheets, RB, Purdue 

Cornelius Ingram, TE, Florida 
Edward Britton, WR, Texas Tech 


Tebow: Bruce Schwartzmaty; Harrell: Layne Murdoch 
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Running Becks Tight Ends 


1. Graham Harrell, Texas Tech 
Tim Tebow, Florida 

Dan LeFevour, Central Michigan 
Chase Daniel, Missouri 

Pat White, West Virginia 

Nate Davis, Ball State 

Chase Holbrook, N.M. State 
Sam Bradford, Oklahoma 
Curtis Painter, Purdue 

10. Zac Robinson, Oklahoma State 
11. Todd Reesing, Kansas 

12. Rusty Smith, Florida Atlantic 
13. Max Hall, BYU 

14. Kellen Lewis, Indiana 

15. Chase Clement, Rice 

16. Jake Locker, Washington 

17. Willie Tuitama, Arizona 

18. Matt Grothe, South Florida 
19. Cullen Harper, Clemson 

20. Justin Willis, SMU 

21. Tyler Graunke, Hawaii 

22. Mark Sanchez, USC 

23. Tyler Sheehan, Bowling Green 
24. Colin Kaepernick, Nevada 

25. Colt McCoy, Texas 

26. Adam Weber, Minnesota 

27. Mike Teel, Rutgers 

28. Trevor Vittatoe, UTEP 

29. Joe Ganz, Nebraska 

30. Rudy Carpenter, Arizona State 
31. Juice Williams, Illinois 

32. C.J. Bachér, Northwestern 
33. David Johnson, Tulsa 

34. Hunter Cantwell, Louisville 
35. Stephen McGee, Texas A&M 
36. Matthew Stafford, Georgia 
37. Todd Boeckman, Ohio State 
38. Cody Hawkins, Colorado 

39. Thaddeus Lewis, Duke 

40. Brian Johnson, Utah 


a Sere ramen 


so 


w 


. Chris Wells, Ohio State 

Tan Johnson, Boise State 
Damion Fletcher, Southern Miss 
Rodney Ferguson, New Mexico 
Knowshon Moreno, Georgia 
Harvey Unga, BYU 

Eugene Jarvis, Kent State 
Marlon Lucky, Nebraska 

LeSean McCoy, Pitt 

10. DeMarco Murray, Oklahoma 

11. Arian Foster, Tennessee 

12. Javon Ringer, Michigan State 
13. Pu. Hill, Wisconsin 

14. Noel Devine, West Virginia 

15. Tyrell Sutton, Northwestern 

16. Jonathan Dwyer, Georgia Tech 
17. Luke Lippincott, Nevada 

18. Justin Anderson, Northern Illinois 
19. Darrell Mack, Utah 

20. Anthony Dixon, Mississippi State 
21. Ryan Mathews, Fresno State 
22. Josh Adams, Wake Forest 

23. C.J. Spiller, Clemson 

24. James Starks, Buffalo 

25. James Davis, Clemson 

26. Jahvid Best, Cal 

27. Jake Sharp, Kansas 

28. Darrell Scott, Colorado 

29. Vondrell McGee, Texas 

30. Evan Royster, Penn State 

31. Jorvorskie Lane, Texas A&M 

32. Mike Ford, South Florida 

33. Jeremiah Johnson, Oregon 

34. Aaron Brown, TCU 

35. Keegan Herring, Arizona State 
36. Tyrell Fenroy, UL Lafayette 

37. Joe McKnight, USC 

38. Mike Goodson, Texas A&M 

39. Aaron Crawford, Texas Tech 

40. Kory Sheets, Purdue 

41. Deonte Jackson, Idaho 

42. Patrick Jackson, Louisiana Tech 
43. Derrick Locke, Kentucky 

44. Michael Smith, Arkansas 

45. Tarrion Adams, Tulsa 

46. Kordell Young, Rutgers 

47. Brandon West, Western Michigan 
48. Anthony Turner, Bowling Green 
49. Justin Hoskins, Central Michigan 
50. Brandon Minor, Michigan 
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. Michael Crabtree, Texas Tech 
Chris Williams, New Mexico State 
Jeremy Maclin, Missouri 

Percy Harvin, Florida 

Jarett Dillard, Rice 

Dante Love, Ball State 

Michael Thomas, Arizona 

Casey Fitzgerald, North Texas 
Aaron Kelly, Clemson 

10. Bryan Anderson, Central Michigan 
11. Eric Morris, Texas Tech 

12. Jeff Moturi, UTEP 

13. Juaquin Iglesias, Oklahoma 

4. Brandon Gibson, Washington State 
15. Eric Decker, Minnesota 

16. Brian Robiskie, Ohio State 

17. Marcus Barnett, Cincinnati 

18. Emmanuel Sanders, SMU 

19. Trae Johnson, Tulsa 

20. Arrelious Benn, Illinois 

21. Kenny Britt, Rutgers 

22. Greg Orton, Purdue 

23. Tiquan Underwood, Rutgers 

24. Brennan Marion, Tulsa 

25. Austin Collie, BYU 

26. Dez Bryant, Oklahoma State 

27. Dezmon Briscoe, Kansas 

28. Antonio Brown, Central Michigan 
29. Jeremy Childs, Boise State 

30. Cortez Gent, FAU 

31. Kevin Jurovich, San Jose State 
32. Dominick Goodman, Cincinnati 
33. Kenny McKinley, South Carolina 
34. Edward Britton, Texas Tech 

35. Marko Mitchell, Nevada 

36. Freddie Barnes, Bowling Green 
37. Malcolm Lane, Hawaii 

38. A.J. Harris, New Mexico State 
39. Greg Mathews, Michigan 

40. Julio Jones, Alabama 

41. DeAndre Brown, Southern Miss 
42. Dexton Fields, Kansas 

43. Jaison Williams, Oregon 

44. Jamarko Simmons, W. Michigan 
45. Carlos Singleton, Memphis 

46. Deon Murphy, Kansas State 

47. Eron Riley, Duke 

48. Stephen Williams, Toledo 

49. Danario Alexander, Missouri 
50. Gerald Jones, Tennessee 
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Darius Hill, Ball State 

Chase Coffman, Missouri 

Travis Beckum, Wisconsin 

James Casey, Rice 

Jermaine Gresham, Oklahoma 
Rob Gronkowski, Arizona 

Dennis Pitta, BYU 

Cornelius Ingram, Florida 

Cody Slate, Marshall 

0. Shawn Nelson, Southern Miss 

11. Jason Harmon, FAU 

2. Brandon Pettigrew, Oklahoma State 
13. Branden Ledbetter, W. Michigan 
14. Bear Pascoe, Fresno State 

5. Anthony Hill, North Carolina State 
6. Kyle Adams, Purdue 

17. Kory Sperry, Colorado State 

18. Tony Moeaki, Iowa 

19. Eddie Williams, Idaho 

20. Ed Dickson, Oregon 


1, Jeff Wolfert, Missouri 
2. Pat McAfee, West Virginia 
3. Colt David, LSU 
4. Thomas Weber, Arizona State 
5. Daniel Lincoln, Tennessee 
6. Kyle Brotzman, Boise State 
7. Chris Summers, Purdue 
8. Ryan Pretorius, Ohio State 
9. David Buehler, USC 

10. Mark Buchholz, Clemson 

11. Ryan Bailey, Texas 

12. Jason Bondzio, Arizona 

13. Dan Kelly, Hawaii 

14, Warley Leroy, FAU 

15. Austin Starr, Indiana 
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Defenses 

1. Ohio State 9. Rutgers 
2. USC 10. Wake Forest 
3. Oklahoma 11. Wisconsin 
4. LSU 12. Boston College 
5. Auburn 13. TCU 
6. Cincinnati 14. South Florida 
7. Virginia Tech 15. Oregon 
8. Penn State 

JUCO 


1. Chris Todd, QB, Auburn 

2. Carl Moore, WR, Florida 

3. Arkelon Hall, QB, Memphis 

4. LeGarrette Blount, RB, Oregon 

5. Beau Johnson, RB, Oklahoma State 
6. Correy Surrency, WR, Florida State 
7. Verran Tucker, WR, Cal 

8. Aubrey Quarles, WR, Kansas State 
9. Tavares Pressley, RB, Florida State 
10. Jocques Crawford, RB, Kansas 
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2008 College Fantasy Football Mock Draft 


Brian McDonald _ Braden Gall StevenLassan Mike Beacom Nathan Rush Mitch Light Alex Esselink Jake Veyhl Bill Trocchi Nathan Karp 


CFFI Athlon Sports Athlon Sports SportsBuff Athlon Sports —_ Athlon Sports CFFI Athlon Sports SLcom U-Sports 
2 6. 7. & 9. 10. 


Graham Harrell Dan LeFevour Chase Daniel | Jeremy Maclin | Damion Fletcher 
QB QB QB WR RB 
Texas Tech C. Michigan Missouri Missouri Southern Miss 


4. 


if 

Mike Crabtree 
WR 

Texas Tech 


Beanie Wells Pat White 
RB QB 
Ohio State West Virginia 


Tan Johnson 
RB 
Boise 


Tim Tebow 
QB 
Florida 


17. 16. 15. 14. 13. ; 11. 


20. 19. 18. 


Harvey Unga | LeSean McCoy Rodney Casey Noel Devine Percy Harvin | Chris Williams DeMarco Knowshon Nate Davis 
RB RB Ferguson Fitzgerald RB WR WR Murray Moreno QB 
BYU Pitt RB WR W. Virginia Florida N.M. State RB RB Ball State 
New Mexico North Texas Oklahoma Georgia 


21. 22. 23. 24. “| 25. 2. 27. 28. 29. 30. 
Jarett Dillard PJ. Hill Eugene Jarvis | Marlon Lucky | Luke Lippincott | Javon Ringer Emmanuel | Justin Anderson} Chase Holbrook | Michael Thomas 
> WR RB RB RB RB RB Sanders RB QB WR 
Rice Wisconsin Kent State Nebraska Nevada Michigan State WR No. Illinois N.M. State Arizona 
SMU 
40. 39. 38. 37. %6. 35. 34. 33. 32. 31. 
Darrell Mack Arian Foster Tyrell Sutton Dante Love duaquin Bryan Anderson | Jonathan Dwyer| Darrell Scott Eric Morris Chris Rainey 
RB RB RB WR Iglesias WR RB RB WR RB < 
Utah Tennessee Northwestern Ball State WR C. Michigan Georgia Tech Colorado Texas Tech Florida 
Oklahoma 


41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 
Jeff Moturi Aaron Kelly |BrandonGibson| KellenLewis | Joe McKnight | Ryan Mathews LeGarrette Dez Bryant James Davis Mike Ford 
> WR WR WR QB RB RB Blount WR RB RB 
UTEP Clemson Washington St. Indiana USC Fresno State RB Oklahoma St. Clemson South Florida 


Oregon 


For the rest of the mock draft, visit athlonsports.com. 


Offense Kickers Team Defenses 
10 yards rushing = 1 point Less than 30 yards = 3 pts 0 points allowed - 15 pts Safeties - 2 pts 
10 yards receiving = 1 point 40-49 yards = 4 pts 2-6 points allowed - 10 pts Fumbles recovered - 3 pts 
25 yards passing = 1 point 50-59 yards = 5 pts 7-13 points allowed -7 pts Interceptions recovered - 3 pts 
4 points per passing TD Greater than 60 yards = 6 pts 14-20 points allowed - 4 pts Sacks - 1 pt 
6 points per rushing TD 21-27 points allowed - 2 pts Defensive/Special Teams touchdowns - 6 pts 
6 points per receiving TD 28-34 points allowed - 0 pts 
0.5 points per reception 35+ points allowed - (-2) pts 
Sleepers Freshmen 
David Ausberry, WR, USC Chris Rainey, RB, Florida ——. 1. Darrell Scott, RB, Colorado 
This could be the speedster Ronald Johnson. Or Patrick This could have just as well as been USC transfer Em- 2. Julio Jones, WR, Alabama 
Turner. Or Vidal Hazelton. Ausberry is the most talented and = manuel Moody. Moody will be the inside runner while 3. DeAndre Brown, WR, Southern Miss 
physically gifted of the group. Rainey is the big-play threat. 4. Darron Thomas, QB, Oregon 
Mark Dell, WR, Michigan State Gary Rogers, QB, Washington State 5. De’Anthony Curtis, RB, Arkansas 
Devin Thomas had a breakout season in ’07 and decided to New coach Paul Wuiff has already stated that he is going to 6. Blake Ayles, TE, USC 
bolt to the NFLa year early. Quarterback Brian Hoyer will throw early and often. with the talented Brandon Gibson at 7. Michael Floyd, WR, Notre Dame 
now look to Dell to pick-up the slack in ’08. his side, expect Rogers, a fifth-year senior but first-time 
; : starter’to put up solid’ numbers: 8. Josh Haden, RB, Boston College 
ered Hirde, RB Non araiine  &. Ee ea 9. Jeff Fuller, WR, Texas A&M 
This converted wide receiver earned the starting tailback Michael Smith, RB, Arkansas 


10. Enrique Davis, RB, Ole Miss 


spot after a 2007 finale of 154 yards and two scores against With Felix Jones and Darren McFadden moving on to the ; ; 
11. Tavarres King, WR, Georgia 


Duke. His numbers should be consistently strong as the Tar NFL, Smith becomes the obvious beneficiary of the high- 


Heels’ featured back. powered Bobby Petrino rushing attack. 12. Darryl Stonum, WR, Michigan 
Derrick Locke, RB, Kentucky Deonte Thompson, WR, Florida = Bam Byckner, WR; Texas 

A sophomore who came to Lexington on a track scholarship, This burner of a wide receiver will be the guy to step inand 2 Terrelle Pryor, QB, Ohio State 
Locke was Rafael Little’s back-up last year. He played very pick-up where Andre Caldwell left off. The Gators have aton _1- Kavario Middleton, TE, Washington 
well against the likes of LSU, Tennessee and Florida. of weapons, so he comes with a bit of a risk. 16. Justin Feagin, ATH, Michigan 
Trent Guy, WR, Louisville Marcus Thigpen, RB, Indiana 17. Mikel LeShoure, RB, Tilinoks 

Gary Barnidge, Harry Douglas and Mario Urrutia have all With dynamic receiver James Hardy moving onto the NFL, 18. A.J. Green, WR, Georgia 

moved on and left a\major gap in the receiving corps. Ex- Thigpen becomes the go-to guy for talented quarterback 19. Aldarius Johnson, WR, Miami 

pect Guy to step in and be Hunter Cantwell’s main target. Kellen Lewis. 20. Darius Ashley, RB, Louisville 
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YOU CAN RUN. BUT THAT’S ABOUT IT. 
U.S. AIR FORCE 


To say we have the highest applied technology on the planet is perhaps an understatement of gargantuan 
proportions. More accurately, we have the highest applied technology on earth, in the air and throughout 
the solar system. Our manned and unmanned aircraft, spacecraft and satellites work 24/7, gathering | 
and sending information in real-time situations. That's why there's no place to hide when you're being 
tracked by the United States Air Force. 1-800-423-USAF * AIRFORCE.COM 


THE BACK PE 


Here it is — the season at a glance. We've projected this year’s records for all 119 Football Bow! Subdivision teams, although we’ve hedged 
our bets again with the “swing game” designation (the third number in each record). Worth noting: The lowest-ranked team without a sure 
loss is Tulsa at No. 46. The highest-ranked team without a sure win: Oregon State, at No. 61. 


1. FLORIDA 
2. OHIO STATE 
3. OKLAHOMA 
4. USC 

5. GEORGIA 
6. MISSOURI 

7. WEST VIRGINIA 
8. AUBURN 

9. LSU 

CLEMSON 
TEXAS 
WISCONSIN 
KANSAS 

BYU 

ARIZONA STATE 
ILLINOIS 
TENNESSEE 
TEXAS TECH 
OREGON 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
VIRGINIA TECH 
RUTGERS 

PENN STATE 
WAKE FOREST 
FRESNO STATE 
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26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43, 
44, 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
97. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 
72. 


FLORIDA STATE 
PITTSBURGH 
MICHIGAN 

UCLA 

ALABAMA 
COLORADO 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
UTAH 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
CALIFORNIA 
CINCINNATI 
NORTH CAROLINA 
IOWA 

TEXAS A&M 
ARIZONA 
NEBRASKA 
MARYLAND 
MIAMI 

BOSTON COLLEGE 
TCU 

TULSA 

BOISE STATE 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
MICHIGAN STATE 
WASHINGTON 
CONNECTICUT 
HOUSTON 
NORTHWESTERN 
PURDUE 
ARKANSAS 
GEORGIA TECH 
NC STATE 
KENTUCKY 

EAST CAROLINA 
NOTRE DAME 
OREGON STATE 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
SOUTHERN MISS 
KANSAS STATE 
INDIANA 
LOUISVILLE 
VIRGINIA 

NEVADA 

OLE MISS 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
WASHINGTON STATE 
NAVY 
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(5-1-6) 
(5-2-5) 
(8-1-3) 
(4-3-5) 
(6-5-1) 
(4-2-6) 
(7-4-1) 
(9-1-2) 
(6-5-1) 
(6-3-3) 
(5-4-4) 
(7-1-4) 
(7-3-2) 
(6-4-2) 
(7-2-3) 
(4-6-2) 
(5-2-5) 
(5-3-4) 
(5-3-4) 
(9-2-1) 
(10-0-2) 
(9-1-2) 
(5-3-4) 
(3-5-4) 
(2-8-2) 
(5-4-3) 
(9-1-2) 
(5-4-3) 
(2-5-5) 
(2-6-4) 
(3-6-3) 
(2-8-2) 
(4-5-3) 
(5-2-5) 
(3-5-4) 
(0-9-3) 
(8-1-3) 
(8-1-3) 
(4-6-2) 
(3-5-4) 
(4-3-5) 
(1-8-3) 
(7-4-1) 
(3-6-3) 
(9-2-1) 
(1-7-5) 
(6-3-3) 


73. 
74, 
75. 
76. 
rth 
78. 
P25 
80. 
81. 
82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 
87. 
88. 
89. 
90. 
91. 
92. 
93. 
94. 
95. 
96. 
OW de 
98. 
99. 
100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
111. 
112. 
113. 
114. 
115. 
116. 
117. 
118. 
119. 


VANDERBILT (2-8-2) 
STANFORD (1-9-2) 
BALL STATE (7-1-4) 
NEW MEXICO (4-6-2) 
HAWAII (6-3-4) 
MINNESOTA (2-7-3) 
UCF (4-4-4) 
DUKE (1-9-2) 
IOWA STATE (3-8-1) 
WESTERN MICHIGAN (7-3-2) 
WYOMING (4-4-4) 
BAYLOR (1-9-2) 
UTEP (4-5-3) 
AIR FORCE (4-5-3) 
MEMPHIS (6-4-2) 
MIAMI (OHIO) (5-2-5) 
BOWLING GREEN (4-2-6) 
SYRACUSE (2-10-0) 
SMU (2-8-2) 
BUFFALO (4-3-5) 
COLORADO STATE = (2-7-3) 
KENT STATE (6-3-3) 
TROY (7-4-1) 
LOUISIANA TECH — (3-6-3) 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS (2-8-2) 
RICE (3-6-3) 
SAN JOSE STATE (3-6-3) 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE (5-5-2) 


TEMPLE (2-8-2) 
UNLV (1-10-1) 
TOLEDO (1-8-3) 
SAN DIEGO STATE = (2-7-3) 


NEW MEXICO STATE (2-8-2) 


ARKANSAS STATE (4-6-2) 
MARSHALL (1-10-1) 
NORTH TEXAS (2-7-3) 
UAB (1-9-2) 
OHIO (1-10-1) 
TULANE (0-9-3) 
EASTERN MICHIGAN (1-8-3) 
AKRON (0-7-5) 
UL MONROE (1-7-4) 
UL LAFAYETTE (0-10-2) 
ARMY (0-5-7) 
UTAH STATE (0-11-1) 
IDAHO (1-10-1) 
FLORIDA INT'L (0-10-2) 


GET YOUR GAME ON AGAINST TRACE ADKINS » 


REGISTER TODAY AT 


« WWW.ATHLONSPORTS.COM/GAMEON > 


: Lal oe) 


_ PLAY AGAINST TRACE ADKINS, WIN GREAT PRIZES 
COMPETE FOR THE CHANCE TO WIN AWESOME ELECTRONICS FROM JVC, 
INCLUDING AN EVERIO 'HYBRID CAMERA, ‘NX-PN7, AND *TELEDOCK* TV 
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Winning isn’t everything. Saving hundreds 
on car insurance is. - 


Get a FREE rate quote 2 tous 


XR ‘Geico 
BA Ww _geico.com 


. * tS 5 
Se 


is a 
Government Employees Insurance Co, © GEICO General Insurance Co. ° GEICO Indemnity Co. * GEICO Casualty Co. These companies are subsidiaries of 
Berkshire Hathaway Inc. GEICO auto insurance is not available in Mass. GEICO, Washington, DC 20076. © 2008 GEICO 
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iPod hits your big screen. 


JVC introduces the world’s first iPod TV with TeleDock® So you can enjoy 
all uae iPod content in larger-than-life clarity in the comfort of your own home. 
And not necessarily alone. 


Available in full 1080p = Universal Remote 3HDMI Inputs JVC Superior Sound Package 


eae JVC 


The Perfect Experience! — 


